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VRBANO VIl^ 

PONT OPT- M AX 

Bartholomceus Tortolcctus 
Poft humillima Apoftolicis imprcfl*apcclibus ofcula, 

fclicitatcm D. 

N caftra AfTyri^nim 
Imperatorcm obtru n 
catura I v d i t h a He- 
B R AE A prodiuit anti- 
quitus* Inconuentus 
litteratorum ncmini 
mortem , fibi vitam 
qu^fitura Iv d i t h a Latina prodit hoc 
temporc, Vouit tuncDeocaput fiium; 
nunc Vindex Votum eft Virgini, Vin- 
dicataobfequiumPrincipi. Ibia Pon- 
tificc coIlaudatajHic Pontificemado- 
ratura. Ciuibus ab ea falus ; Vtinam 
ab hacmihi. Auibus,aut certeApi- 

* 2. bus 




bus,B E A T fs s I M eT? a rf R,ryel^ns"aufo^^ 
cibus hxc y inquam , prbclit; iucrum m' 
gens; nam quod a feipla referre neuti- 
quam poteft, e maieftate Principis hau- 
riet . Egp vero quod in mea eft potefta- 
te , totum exhibeoj etenimcuiDeus im^ 
mortalis fumniiim in hac vita negauit 
nihil , eidem omnia tnbuere mortales 
decer,meq; in primisbenigne habitum, 
&beneficijsvltr6affed:um, Viuatdiu, 
Sanctitas Vestra, vt nobis viuere 
feliciterliceat, & fua virtutefruatur, 



tr/n 



AD VRBANVM VIIL 

PONT. OPT. MAX. 

^mpridem IVDITH A ntanu caput explteat ijofliS) 
Irtqi mumfhalem tota parata 'uiam efl ; 
Laurea temporibus pendet y chlamys aurcacollo 9 
Curru! ahimplacidis follicttatur equis » 
Sufpiciunt populo iuga Vaticana frequefite y 

^nte pedes qHtwdo prodeat illa tuos. 
2nterdiS?a domi tamen efi , atque cbice claufa ; • 

^ttnue , fuppliciter ccmud ppfcit opem ; 
Nam J^laurigeram iubeas procedere pompam y 
Hic 5 V R B A N E , tuns magne trlumphus erit , 

AD C A R O L VM S. R. E. 

CAKDINALEM PI VM. 

IN dudum optatum Vindex 1 V D l T H A triumphum 
Ecce tuis prodit , C A II O L I:. , de taribus, 
^uippe domos habuifie decet y (jux^ fortiterarma 

Exeruit patria pro pietatSy PJAS. 
^ (ju6 i ft videas y ad quem dediicitur illa y 
Non poterat geminis darior ejje lucis . 
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LECTORES, PR.VDENTES, BONI , 
ADESTE . 

IVDITHAM vrNDICEM, 
NE VT ERVTAM E SACRIS llTERIS ACCimNTO . 

VT POESIM HABENTO: 
REM PVRAM E BIBLICO FONTE HAVRIVNTO . 

CVM FACTVM MIRABILE, MEMORABILE 
AD MVSAR.VM FAVOS. AVCTOR TRADVXIT, 
HAVD HISTORI^ SACRQSANCT^ 
DEMERE, AVT ADDERE ANIMVM INDVXITSVVM. 

C-rTERVM 
FORTVNAM , f AT VM , SORTEM 
^XTA CATHOLICAS SANCTIONES INTERPRETANTO^?. . 
VOS VTRVMC^VE MONITVM OPPORTVNISSVMVM 
^QVI, BONI CONSVLVNTO. 



AVr 



Audor 

IN IVDITHAM SVAM. 



Vicumque celfam menU Virtutem colit 
Huic diligenda iure l\T>ll\l\efi fuo ^ 
Qui fumma Virtus , Jiue pleEienius furet 
Cruentus hoffis y Jiue placandus Deuf • 
^^t quos amamus , diuidst fi Ihngius 
• C^Iarifut , terraue improba a nobis via , 
Horum libcnter intuemur amulis 
Mandata fignis ora , fenfus anxios 
NfC non insni fallimus prdfentia* 
JVDITHA non apparet vfqudm gentiamy 
Mortalibus uidere nec Diuam potes , 
Hofpesy pupilliry fulgidis Cvli procul 
Verfatur aflris tUa ^ qud laurum Dei 
^ccepit altam depctera , 6* nunqukm aridam . 
Vi^ura tantx frontis , & vi^oria? 
H<ec ejly beato fctlicet fi Heroidis 
Tlagras amore fortts , dr formam cupis , 
Amabis banCy qutc paginis nofiris nitet y 
Virtutihus colore fjuamuis impari 
Wuhuq-y lafiabis imitato lumina » 
Sin oderis ( monere te vulo ) caue ; 
Feroci amicos if^a defendit manu , 
Scd truncat hojles quijquis es contri » timf s . 




Singulorum librorum I V D I T H AE 





CeiPE, fl^///;»^ Li-^oK i quatnuhi Aygumejilon 
rumtefiuem faaiUm ttoRro Puemaji'' prcefiren'' 
dam opers f^eiiuns exiflimauimus i non qudd in 
obfmrumpergendumfit ^fed qui^iueundith vide* 

■ f^fdeind^-y fuddanuA penifi^rs ftovf ignoraueris. 

^ftiujmudi l^otmanoftruminquinqtielibros^iflribui^^ ab ouo 
helltq\imunahuluncquaqukmexorfsfumui\ \num, vniufyue 
iudith£ faHum perfecmifuimus . \ 

Bj^in Primo libroSeditioHethultenfss pr.puliannomf , aquayumq; 

Moptalaborantfs.qudnimirum hoHibus oppitlum tradererur. 

Prtncipum aduerfus tumultum conatus, tum %'bi nibil profece^ 

re.decretumde faciendaJi^Q diededitione.l Keaudfta, non 
fine CceleBibus mohitis de Tatrta libfraida iuditba cogitat , 

deliberat , fiatuit , VroCeribui corflium abeundi fi^nificat, rei 
gerenda modumfilet. Epbrdmus ad Senatum HierMmam ic^ 
gatur . 2n Jffyrio exercitU tarh^ af reptedia . 
Secundus luditham orantem , cofhpgam i 'difiedeniemproponit oh 
oculos . Conctlium apud Infiros Juriarum cchtenilones , & 
lurgta j tum aduersus \uditbam conatus irritos • Profligatis ah 
hngelo monftrtf, atque illnfo ^abiknio prafiigiatore , ad 
Mohphernem Hehraa ptrMmtAHe amore captus loqnentif ver- 
haad fuum finfu^ traducit ; fndemnem pr^/^at , tentorium , 

Hejierts hifloriafUuflratum iss contuberntum fradit , coeleUis 
cuflodia luditha ''accedit . 

Recenfetur Tertio Betbuli<e origo ; Nuntijq- ex ea Hierofilymam 
profiHto. M andata exponuntur j auxilia' ccmmentusq; impe- 
trantur . Sacr,feiu,cc,naq. pera^Jis , hoHium iUc Catalo^um, ac 
resgeftasabortu beUi Fontt^cirogitantt narrat . Uodicis co- 
« • ■ horttbits 



hrtihusjrumentarioq^fuhfiih frdfiSius \onatbas\ arwtfq; do- 
natus , in(juibus A/safnondiJuturi Vrinciptspnefulgcbanty nec 
non vndEpbr^musEerbuliam fuppftias firunt . 

Wahet ^artus legationem Numidarum fplendtdifsimam adHo^ 
. lopbernem ; Concilium in Coeload perjiciendum opus^ac de Cbri- 
flo oraculum luculentum. u^ngeli adeuocandum ab \nfiris Som" 
num defcenfum^eaq\ oecafione DauidisVaticiniade rebusquoq-^ 
tioflrorum temporum ; EpuiasPrincipum prdfente luditba;Som^ 
num , Cademqi I mperatorisiViiiricis Foemin4 ad fuos reditum. 

" JUs d ^into ahJbiuiturAuditbaimra oppidum receptio; vbtrunca-^ 
ii capitis deteBio ; obfe/Iorum catalogus , & eruptio ; Hoflium 
primd conatus , dein comperta cade Frincipis metus , Ju^aque i 
fuppetiarum ab tiierofolymis- in ipfa perjecutione aduentus', Va^ 
ry cafus i ludaorum vi^oria . Le&or candidcy viere , & Vale . 

Eadem contradiiis . 

IV D I T H A ad ?erfas HatHft dejcendere primo . 
Secomity itqiHerebo fruRra, aduerfante Jecundo . 
Tertius auxiiium Solymosro^at , a£laq; narrai ^ 
Immanem ^uarto I V D I T H A interfcit boflcm: 
^jffyrios ^utntus fugientes demetit enjk^ . 




D.O.M. 



D. o M 

VIRGINI MATRI 

QV-i* VERBI -«TER.NIGLAD10 TAR.TAREVM HOtOPHERNEM 

OBTIVVNqAVlT ' 

IVDITHAM VINOICEM, 

PRi€NVNTIAM EI VSDEM. AC TYPVM 
BARTHOLOM/€VS TORTOLETTVS 
OyOD AB INGEN-^BVS PEMCVLi^fPsi V^f^^SIDIO EREPTVS 
MAXVMIS BENEFICrtS piVS CLE&IENTU AFFECTVSFVERIT 

yOTI REV3. ' 

NONTAM MEMORIS ANIMITFSTIMONIVM 
QVAMCENSVM INGBNII DEBITVM, PACTVMQ- 
SOL VIT , mOAT , CONSECRAT 
SVPPLEXQ^ QRAT i COELpSTlB VS M VSIS ASSVETA 
TERRESTRES NVMEROS DEDIGNETVR 
An v^^^^ VTiKAM. VALIDVM, MVLTVMQ, SIT 
AD EXCITANDAS IN %IVS fR^CONIA MELIORVM VOCES 
NAM ET PARVA S^PE SCINTlLL^ SATIS EST 
AD AMPLISSVMVM CO^FLANDyM INCENDIVM 

i>iDm A locvpletJvs ERIGVNTORi 

AB EGESTATE SVPPLICIS 
PARIETIN^ VELVTI NOTyE 
NE CONTEMNVNTOR, 
TANT>€ HOMINVM, ANGELORVM, RERVM REGlN>f 

DEI DELICIIS * 
VTRAMQ^ VITAM DOMVM LABORES IPSE SVQS 
PERPETVO COMMENDAT, 
NEC NON SEMPITERNI NVMINIS VIVVM TEMPLVM 

PRONVS ADORAT , 
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BARTHOLOMAEI 

TORTOLETTI 

SACK^ THEOLOGIiE 

D O C T O K I S 

IVDITHAE VINDICIS 

Liber Primus . 

R M A cano , Abrami quorum virtu- 
tenepotes 

Focminaabobfjdiofoluic, cumfein- 

tulit hoftes 
In mcdios, (Irauitqi Ducem, tum cx- 
decrucnta 
Afsyrium latccecidercimmaniacaftra. 
Conftititimperium Solymorum , & Numinis arx. 

Tu modo , quam Ccelum tantosdelegit ad orfus , 
Bcllatrix , atauos , nec non genus omnc lcquencum 
Virtute antcuolans , & dix lumine formx , 
Dum famam egregij vcterem renouarc laboris 
Aggredior , coBca merfum caliginc vatem , 
Diua , monc ex alro , & repetenti fingula pande ; 

A Quan- 
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Quandoquidcm tenucm,cum tantiim practcrit arui^ 
Rerum ip(i nunc mulcarum vix ccrnimus vmbram > 
£t mu!t? fub nodlc latcnt , nec mens valet vltra 
Quxrere , & arcanis taciras rcuoc^re tenebris . 

lam fe fc Occano tulcrat bis clei>us ab Indo 
PuI(ano6lcdies, primaq; in luce rubebat> 
Ex quo Bethuliam Galil^xin finibusoras 
Afsyriis vafla? i regnis, & litiorar rubro 
Cingebant alx, ac dura obfjdioneprcmcbant. 
Afflidam tcrrcre minis crudelibus vrbcm; 
Nulluseratfinisj firmati militecoMcs 
Haud fugiunt animo , fpretiq; iniuria regis . 
Non tamcn obfefsi , quamuishaud arquapcricrot 
Gens forct,.innumcros ncc non lcthahsegeftas 
Pcrderct 5 humanic necfpcs opis vlladarcturifc 
JntcreaobIiti'fuperum , 6^: virtutisauitcC 
Poncbant arma , aut focda hbi pace caucbant 
Cum Dira, Hcbc^x monftrum implacabilc gcnti 
icifla genas, inq, aftra vomens conuieia fecum 
Horcagitat, Nummetandem , num me ipfarcliqmf 
Vfqueadco nimc Icnta moror ; vilifsimus hoftis 
llludatnc mihi ? ncc teki audacia co^itra 
Profuerit vircs Oricntis , & arma cicrc 
Vltima? nam quortum populis indiccre bcllum 
Niliacis ? quorsum Ciliccs , & Ca(pia regna,' 
Omnia,qua»dudum noUris opcrantur inaris, 
S ubi jccrc A fsy ri js , &: mocnia ftcrncrc ferro ? ' 

Ni 
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Ni qub rclliquias inuifr dcnique gcntis 
Aafcrrcm , ac Solyma: dclcrcm fcmina noxj ? 
Nortra finus illos optarunt hadenus arma . 
Ipfa tamcn , quam toca domus damnata verecur ^ 
Formidatq; lolimi , paHctqsafflatusOlynapus , 
Pulfa pedcm referam conuerfis turpitcr armis? 
Non faciam, fcelus hiic omne, acqj huc omnia tan^ain 
Tartara , me mc acuam , mcq; in noua cela refingun ^ 
lamq; adfum, gcnus oblcacnum , tua vifcera contra 
Tecico, morccmqi fcro . Sic fata colubros 
In fpcciem tenuare coma: , frontiq; colorem 
Addcrc fedinat , pofita forugine dilcnnc 
Mentiri mal^ candorem , cxuftaqicolla, 
Ncc non exuuias luperinduic , oraqj nupt? 
Bethulid^s , macicclfecum , ac miicrabile monftrum , 
Semcfumq;finu natum gcric , acq; vbi vulgus 
Focmincum fortem lachrymis dcplorac iniquam > 
Proripit in mcdias vltrofe, ac talia facur . 

Quid vos folljcitisincendicisafl:raq'ierclis 
Nequicquam, foci^? nullacft iacluradolori 
^quiparandamco ; puerum ,quem pcdlore toto 
Dilexi quondam , iugulare , ac rcddere ventri 
Ambullum flammis penuria adcgit edcndi . 
Rcgredere ad primos , fili miferaiidc , rcceffus ; 
Hx funt fpesnolh'^, ficmagnus vincicur hollis, 
Atq; harc omnipotcns ocuhs Dcus hauriat arquis ? 

Hic peftis lachry mis fermoncm abrumpic obortis 

A X ince« 



4 IVDlTHi^ VIND. 

Inccndcns rcfidcs animos , 6c inertia corda 
Spcdacloi mmani j nunc has , nunc prxterit illas 
Vipcrcum infpiransincauti:» ofsibus igncm , 
Ac tandem in tcnues e ca?tu cuanuit auras . 
Tum vcro magis , atq^ magis crebrcfccrc qucftus 
Incipiunt matrum , & vicina accurrerc turba j 
Fama malum in maiusfeuis rumoribusaugct. 
Continuo viru tacla hoc fubcanduit omnis 
Bcthulia, exoritur populo trepidante tumultus j 
Quandoquidem rebus , quas raulti corde premebant , 
Motibus vt fxpeinmagnis, audlorc reperto 
Quifq; fuum fentirc malum , & damnarc loqucndo.. 
lamq^ venenata quxcumq; airocia mcnte 
Concipiunt , fpolia , & plagas , & funera pafsim , 
Seuprardura famcs turbam populeturegcntcm,. 
Siuc fcrox hoftis fuperatis mohbus vrbem 
Diripiat,captafq, facem iaculetur inades • 
Ipfx adco pollcs y & auiti hmina ted:i 
Complex» matres fuprema vocc falutant , 
Et quos cxpeilant raprari ad vulncranaios, 
Patribusobtcndunt , atqucoicula tridia figunc 
Tantus cuiq; furor iremcfada pcr ofsa rccurfat. 
Ergo omncs vna ftygijs tcrroribus afti , 
Atq; viri , atqj nuru^magno damorc fcruntur 
Ad procercs , pofci orantcs in foedera Pcrfas, 
Vnafalus hofti muros offerrc vidctur. 
Sicuc oucs , qua fortc procul fcnfcrc feroccm 

Aducn- 
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Aducncare lupum , qui fylua egrcffus opaca 
Appecit impallus iciuno pabula ventri , 
Haud mora , dilFugiunc agris , 6c nota paucntes 
Odia caularum curbis ilipancibus ar£banc • 
Non alitcr furijs adtum concurrere vulgus 
Ccrncre crat , denfoq; via? le fe agmineclaudunt . 
Atprocerum primi, quafeprsetoriatoUunt, 
Dc bclli intec fc rebus confulca fcrebanc . 

Mos crat Ifacidum gcnti , poftquam ardla lcuarunt 
Vincula Pcrfarum regcs , duroq; loluta 
Seruitio in patrias retulic vclhgia tcnas , 
Ardua qua folymis h^rcbat curia tcmplis , 
Cogerc cpncilium , patrcfqi d regibusorci 
Regnumcxcrccbant luculcntum, & iura ferebant . 
Ipfefacris princcps qui prasfidet, aftraqi placat, 
Res fimul humanas , & muniarcgis obirc 
A^Tolct : afl alij fubicdta per oppida prarfunt, 
Quorumconfilium prxftat, fpc£J:ataq; virtus. 
Talcs Bcthuham Chabris , Charmifq; rcgebant 
Tempeftatc illa , quos cxpcrientia duxit 
Longa pct euentus , & rcrum cxcrcuit vfu . 
Micheadcs vcro Ozias dux optimis armis , 
Cuiq; adeoafflidis mgens folcrtia rebus , 
Militiae pra:erai ; tunz illi cura tucri 
Obfeffae muros , & propugnacularupis, 
, Protinus immanis llrepicus diucrbcrat aurcs 
' Attonitas fa£li nouiutc, ac pc£lora lurbat; 

Ncc 
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Nccmora , profiliuncclauflris ,alcaqi cucncur 
Diluuium c fpecula, cum facta iilencia genci 
Primorum iuflu , linorua bonus vnus Ananus 
Confticic ance omncs lenior , dcin calibus infic • 

Egregij procercs, forcifsiraa pcftora , quorum 
Nulla dies famam vencuris auferccannis , 
Ne noftrosilamnaceorfus, populumq^precancem 
Sufcipicc, & fi qua ell piecas fuccurricc fcfsis^ 
H?c vos cura manec , quorum pendcmus ab ore , 
En quibusad pocnas armis nos poAulac hoiHs 
Exccrnus, quancisq; famcs graflacur in vrbc 
Scragibus , & ciucs inccrno dcmciic cnfc > 
Vna in pacc falus , paccm vos pofcimus vnam; 
Nam quod iamduaum cocius viribus orbis 
Oblcfli Hcbrxas rcnui rcs vrbe cuemur 
Pro pacrijs (acris , pro libcccacc dccora , 
Hoc facis , acq} fupcr vos collic ad ?chcra fama, 
Aft vbi pcrtugio vicalis ianua nulJi 
Pandiitwr, & cladcm mariifefta in luce vidcmus, 
Quxlausincerco fucricconfidere bcllo, 
Dum colli jxDpuloincoluiTiicercamina polTunc? 
Nam quid iani ftruimus? qua fpc duramus in armis? 
Nos fi Bethuliam fuadctdcfendercdcxcrl 
Et ^cneris vircus, fic laudum innata cupido > 
Qui poflc immcnfas acics aucrccre pauci.' 
Spcrcmus? jnilfaq; locum ofidionecucri? 
Fmitimos populos fortc,acq; cxccraa voccmus 

Auxi- 
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Auxilia ? infenfi nobis , vi«5liue propinqui 

Sunt omncs , quia nc hunc aliqui potucre furoreni 

EfFugerc? a>n quifcjaam Numen non rcgisadorat } 

At fi cunclari , nec rem decernere ferro 

Eftaniraus , luxu frangi quia polle potamus 

Aflyrium longo , quamuisnunc omniabcllo 

Tcrritet, ac nunquam viftis exulcet inarmis^ 

Haud fcio ,.qua vitam liccat racionetueri 

( Ni fumus^terni, auE v^nasdcpafcimurauras) 

Interei , cjuandofupremas horrea fruges 

Suppeditant , purost^,* vccatcullodia fontes, 

Vosq; adeo afpicitis, quot vitam abrumperc cogac 

( Nectenuiftis enim lachrymas) penuriarcrum, 

Immo ne defint fcelcrum fpeclSfcula , matcr 

lam non infbntiparcit f?uifsima nato, 

Deficiendum crgo nobis , nobifqi cadcndum 

Eft primis , nos ergo prement , qujc fingimus hofti . 

His adco ex cau(is vos xqutnn eft parccre vcftro 

Herocs , populo , veniamq; rcpofcerc Perfas^ ' 

Si libertatcm poiitis amittimus armis , 

Seruamiis vitam.y vita cft pulcherrima rerura . 

Flagitat antcatlr hoc vitjc fortafsc piamen 

Conditio, atcj^ Dei manetalta mentc repoflum 

Pollutum fas a patribus , violataq; (acra . 

Ncc quoi iam grauior fcnio , quodfrigidabello :,i 

Dcxtra mihi iaccat^ mc me hoc fuadere putan J jm cft 

Nam^i Deum tcftotcoidis Iccreta tuciucm 
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Menullas horrcre vices,ac temnercvicam , 
Aut ferrum in mortem , aut pequria pcllat cdcndi ; 
Sat vixi , tumulo iam dcbcor ; haud mihi vita, 
Si qua mihi fupereft , melior nil morce fcnedtacft ; 
Hosegofcd nuruum costus, hxcpignoraculpx 
Confcia nullius mi(eror, cjuxbarbarus enfij 
( Auertanc fuperi ) iam iam vitahbus auris 
Eximec , auc potus , acq*, cfcar dulcis cgcftas . 

Taha funiebac, gcmicuq; excrcma coorco 
Supprcfsic verba , &lachrymarum flaminc mcrfic» 
Conciuuo cimidjc-macres , &: innucilc vulgus 
Clamorem excipiunc,geminancq;infanda doloris 
Argumcnta trucis,, tum jxrdora molliaplangunc. 
Ec paccm fibi quifq; p^lit . nil flcftitur ingens 
Heroum virtus , populoqj immota refirtit, 
Quantus Atlas ventis , aut nubifer Appcnninus 
Obtendunt firmas rupes , & flamina temnuiit . 

ScilicctHebra^isanimis, &: nomincgentis 
Indignum Affyrio regi (cdcdcrc vidos , 
Cum rcs dc facris agitur , rituq, paterno ; 
Ne metuant , fuperefle Deum , qui rebus egcnis 
Subueniat , fefsifqi animum , vircfq; miniflret , 
Nam caditin mentem , Ciues, fortaflcC ferebat 
Arbiter Ozias ) nos hxc lacuiflTe pericla 
lamdudurn ? latuifse trucis difpcndia belh ? 
.,At non humanisopibus fiducianoftra/ 
Nititur , aut rerum euentum metimur ab armis ; 

Cueli. 
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Ccelicolsauertanc a nodraraliamcnte^ 
Maioragic vircus, Deused» cui fidimus; ille 
Proh quantaexibuit gcncri miracula nortro. 
Hunc adeo &c vobis (enlum^ quac]uam argra fathi(cant 9 
Corpora paulifper , focij , pigcatq; laborum, 
Elle velim, ncqi cnim obliti res eflis auitas , 
Nec compos ammi quifquam diffidat Olympo. 
Prxcipuccum fit vobis (at cognita gcntis 
perfidia Afsyriar, nulliqueobtcura patefcant 
Flagitia, opprcfla & iaceant promifTa fub armis. 
Propterca padaquamquam tellurepotiti 
Pacem promirtant, & facris fccdcra firment, 
Ecquiserit vertrum , manibus qui (pcrct in iilis . 
Edc tocum fidci } {emotusne angulus orbis 
Immanispopulipcriuriancfcit, & iras? 
Vosade6ingent^scampi,vosoppida teftor, 
Qux bigis Aurora recens furgentibus afflat, * 
Cum vos oblata cxciperent , linguaq; faucntes 
Tranquillain fpeciem fponderentomnia Perfap, 
Quot tamen ingrelsi rtrages , quoc ftua dederc 
Funera ? cafta metum cum tcfto in paupere mater 
Exuit, &cunctaabello fecura putauit , 
Tum primum o^rumnis fenfit flagrare repertis 
Hofpitium , viditq j mori fub verbere natos ; 
Vidit purpureas rapcari ad probra puellas , 
Dein fcelcreaugerUcelus ,6ccrudclibusarmis 
Transfigi . quae commcmorcc vox ferrca prard is , 

B Inccn- 
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Inccnfafq, dorrjOSjCuerfaq; templa Dcorum|? 
Nos Ycro, qui v.cftibulum mucronc corufco 
ScpTmus , & caflum duri difclufimus hodem , 
Spe.remus populo incolumi ccrtamina tolli? 
Accipiteccgo, animisqux (ic fcutentia nodris, 
Nos nullam horrcmus faciem » nullaora malorumj 
Vt patrias rcrum Dominum vencremur ad aras, 
Klentibus ha:c eadcn[) per cuncla pericula veftris 
Ha?reat,hacc vertriseadem (ic gloriacocptis > 
Et fpcratc Deipraefentia numina voto . 

Nititur his adeo gcntem fcrmonibus Hcros 
Fledlcre; pernicics verumaltcinmentibushxrctj 
Ac velut afgrefcit vulpus , ferrum^ medcndo 
Cufpidis infixae ftridct, quod dextra vencno 
Aducrfa infecitj fic viscll addita pefti, 
Seditioqjaudis comprefla referbuit iris. 
Muflant attoniti tantoindilcrimine patrcs, 
Attolluntq; polo voces , & N umen adorant. 

Flcdere , lummc Parens , & cafus afpicc noftros ; 
Hcu quibus abfumpti bellis , quo vnlncrc fradli 
Non fuimus miferi } cuius non iufla Tyranni 
Pcrtuhmus patria extorres ? qux barbara tclluj 
Subiacet Auroraj vinclis incognita noftris? 
Nunc vix attigimus patriam , (edcfq; rclidlas, 
Et tamen holhles itcrum , fera pedora, turmas 
Aueaareparant pracdas,& pcrdcrc gcntem. 
Si Coeio inuifi proauita rece pimus arua* 
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Si ritus, & facra , tibi quap debita (oli , i D*r : , 

Dijs facimus , faxi(^^ tuosradolemus honorcs 
Dclc adeb, & capita ha^c fgb Tartarafolminc mittc ; 
Scd cui iamduduni jlulcQrum dcgregeDiuum 
Delubracrigimus , ("^arfoq; cruojre luamus 
Taurorum ? cuius vcneramur nuraina form^ > 
Tu columen , tu noftra falus jmiferere laborum^ 
Etcaufam dcfende tuam ^ tibi prima minantur 
Detrimenta , tuis te trudere fedibus audcnt : 
Scilicet id lupeielt , proprijs vt virib'is exlex » 

Arrogct Affyriusnoftra^dirpcndia cladis, 
llludatq-, Deo . coepcis immanibus obfta » 
Atq; tux maneanc cecerna in fecula laudes . 

Talibus ynanimesonerabanta:thera votis; 
Nil tamen ad turbas validum , & conuicia vulgi 
Sedanda, aut Cercre auxilium , lymphaqiparandum 
Extemplo, aut pacem Pctfarum ab rege peteadum : 
Sinrenuant, malintq^ armisdefendcrcturrcs» 
Vinculafeomnia lupturos , vrbcmqi daturos. 
Sicinftan; turba?, acmagnoclamore minantur» 
Tantum dira lues agitat , flamnnafq,- miniftrat. 
Ergo ncq-jhortatus Froccrumcohibere tumultum, 
Nec valet impcrium , turbataqj pedlora curis 
In partes vcrunt omncs , animumq; fatigant . 
Qualis in immani pelag^ fubnofte mahgna, 
Dum ftridunt vcnti, rapiuntqiad (yd^^rafluduSj 
Ac conitru forut, 6c rapidis micac ignibus acr , 

B X Nau* 
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Naucica tcrribili pubes iadlata procclla 
Vclum aufcrt Eore* , ai^j infurgit in xquora rcmis 9 
Ncc fatiscft, hxrcnt animi , puppisq; foluta , 
Ni frcta fubfidanr^ dcmum compagc fathifcit, 
Haud (ccus ambicruo Rcdlores turbinc rcrum 
ladlanrur , dum partc alia per vulnera maiunt 
Oppetcrc , ac fummis caputobicdarc peridis , 
Q^udm daretcrga Dco, & mandaca capefTcrc Rcgis, 
Partc aliamiferx fpe£taclum detinct vrbis 
Cundlando interius plcbcm fcra vcxat Erynnis, 
Bt giifcit rabies, gemituq;infania mixto. 

Hic Dcus Ozix mentem demifit abalto, 
Vt peteret tcmpus , caufascj; cx artc morandi 
Ncderct , hoc vnum fupcrcft , quo flcaerc poGit 
DcceptasHcrebo racntes , lymphataq^ corda . 
Accefsit proccrum panbus fententia votis . 
Aufus propterea tacitum cclarc dolorem 
A^grcditurrurfum. Sircs committcre vcftras 
Pc"rfarum fidei flat vobis certa cupido , 
Efto, habcant Perfx , reliquos,quicumq; fcquantur, 
SuccclTus vidcant Supcri : luprema laborum 
Haud tentandatamen ftudiofortuna vidctur 
Prxcipiti , nonflauafegcs, non vnda cauernis 
Exhauftaeft pcniiusj paucisduratcdicbus. 
His adeb , & vo(met veniar feruate paternx. 

AfTenfit plebs conl)lio,placaitqi morari. 
Afpcraqj immanis tolcrarc incommoda bclli » 
^ ^ Dum 



LJBER PRIMVS. i 

Dura fupcranc fruges , neccopii dcfitaquarum. 
Idcirco iubet Ozias difcriminc nullo 
Annonam , penitufcj; caua tellure latcntes 
Ccnfcri laticcs ; contcllim tcdla miniftri 
Omnia veftigant , auidaq; indagine laflrant ; 
Ncc tantum non rerum Vrbi fuperefTe repertum cft, 
Quantiim alat aff lidas animas , dum fydcra quintus 
Deducat ycfpcr , tum , ni fpes cmicct vlla , 
Placabunc hoftem , & viaoribus oftia pan Jent . 

Ac Pater a:chercus , cui rerum a terna potcftas , 
Sydereo c folio , populosvndcarduus omncs 
Afpicic, Ifacidum lachrymas , ac triflia vota 
Audijt, &pacriogcntem mileratusamore eft, 
Ncc non vindicibus iufti fiicccnfus ab iris 
Aflyrij damnauit opus crudele Tyranni , 
Infandofqi orfus eft exccratus Aucrni . 
Protiniis ele£lara numcro vocat Arbitcr omni, m 
Eft qux virtutum fuperis fortifsimacaftris ^ 
Bcllatrix , flammxabfiftuot , ir^qj decorap 
Acribus cx oculis , & bcllum in frontc corufcat . 
Praccingtt lorica latus , in caflidccrift^ 
Aurata volitant , humcrifcj, patcntibus alar j 
Ipfa quidem pinum lerrata cufpidc quaffat 
IngcQtcm : aufpicio tant? viitutis in omncm 
Quifqi fcrat pcAus cafum , mortcmq, pacifci 
Egrcgium pro laudc putet . cita Numcn adorat 
ittcrnum Virtus, tum Gc Patcr orc pro&tur. 

Nata, 
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Nata,vides iamdudamhominem,cui pinguia parot 
Affyrix regna , & fuperati niilitc Medi , 
Qnam lumidusfceptriscxultat, &arpera mifcct 
Bclla (ibi fidens , ac terras fanguine foedat \ 
Nos etiam noftris dcpcllcrc nitituraris , 
Et diuina pait, nulli feritate fccundus 
lullafacit Uuftor, ludqxqiimminet arci^ 
Ortaq; feditio trcpidantia moenia turbat . 
Nunc immota manet noflro fentcntia cordi 
Vlcifci, & poenas dcxtra , minusvndc timendum, 
Sumcrc : ludicha eft oWefTa infignis in vtbc 
Foemina ; tu cautc aggredcre, &noua fufficc mcnti 
ConfiIia,vtPerfasadeati foedum ipfcpucllx 
Subijciamdominum , ncccaftraintanda manebunt} 
In caput audoris vertetur crimen Aucrni . 

Dixerat , cxcutitur nutu trcmcfa(ftus Olympus . 
Eft auro c folido limcn , gemmataqj c^li 
lanua , qua pulfis remeans Aurora teut4>ris 
Ad nos purpureas cducit lutea bigas . 
Hac fimul <^terna: referens mandata falutis 
Itqi rcditq; frequens ftellat^exercitusorx, 
Necnon tartareisanimas crroribus adas 
Auocat cxitio, Sc felicia tollit ad aftra • 
Sic vbi vcrc nouo gelid^ ceflerc pruina', 
Acriasqi comas ornatu fy lua rcccmi 
Extulit, & croceos reparant violariaflorcs j 
Protmus agmcn apum ( fi fas mortalia Calo 
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Conferrc) ad campos ptrnicibus aduolacalis, 
Et pars cgrcditurceleri per inane volaiu> 
Pars rcdic ad cellas , 6c inundant alite porcx • 
Concinuohisillac Bribus volacocyor Euro, ' 
Quaq; polum licjuido flammartim turbine lambit 
Acrix pet fumma plag.TCircumfluus arthcr, 
Labicur , hinc oras cacicis interfecac alis 
Nimborum grauidas , & grandianubila tranat, 
Vndc igncs , ac icla ruunt de morc trifulca, 
Iamq-,ade6 leuibus plancisobfella tcnebat 
Limiaa , tum legic pcnnas , tum cognica nuIU 
Ingrcditur thalamum, leda cfl: vbi focmina faiko. 

Hxc fuerat Merari,Simeon cui fangumis audlor^ 
Filia ( ludiclije nomen dixeie paren:es ) 
Diues opum, formaq; nurus fupcrcminctomncs > 
Clara pudicitia , &: vircutibus au(5la dccoris . 
Illam purpureo vcrnantcm florc iuuenta: 
ConDubijs gcnitorprimis tranfmiht habendam 
Egregio , & diti agrorum, pecorumqi ManalE , 
Nccdeerancarcesiuueni, fpedacaq; ageadis 
Sedulicas rebus, laudifq; acccnCi eupido, 
O* fortunati , ni moxconcordia Parcac 
Heunimiiim propero fecuilfcnt ftamina fcrro; 
Namq, fub afliuo coniux dum fcgnibusinftac 
Agricolis, & dona Icgit ccrcalia Solc , 
Occubuic mifcr , & miferam fine prole reliquit , 
Qu* defraudatos confolarctur amorej, 

luditha 
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luditha hinc abdi foribus , ncc tcnnporc ab illo 
Flcftcrcconiugio mcntcm y toedif^» fecundis. 
lamq; adeb tcrnumSol circumuolucratannum » 
Sola domo lugct vacua , connubia cali 
Sola cupit , fanitofqi Dci fufpirat amorcs. 
Mos illi intcrca parcis iciunia mcnlis 
Ducere, tum fctis, nc mcmbra infefta rcbclicnt » 
Tcxtilibus fato prarcingerc pcdus amidu . 
Ancillx affiftunt haud vili c fanguinc, auarum 
Idcm amor , atq,viam cocloafFcaarc voluptas. 

Ergo cutii fubijt pcnctralc intcrprcs Olympi , 
ludithx fama anteuolaiis impleuerat aures 
Dcdendas arcc s , facicndaq; facra Tyrannoj 
Proptcrcd lauit os flctu , pafsis^; capillis 
EfFundit vota ad fuperum mccftillima regcm , 
Mittat opem , furgit mchor fentcntia gcnti. 
Tcmporccorrepto tum Coch filia virtus 
Diuinara vultu faciem mutauitanili , 
Et crebris frontcm fulcis induftris arauit 
Os , habitumq; gercns, qualis proccdcrc nutrix 
Abra folct , calU verfatur qualis in scde, 
Ira fubeft oculis , pictafq-, ac talibus orfa cft . 

Heu patriaiii , hcu primar nobis cunabula vita? , 
Dulcia tcda nimis , monumcota antiqua paren tum 
Mox dirx abfumcnt flammse , forct xftus ad auras 
Horribilis , iam , iamq; vias mucronetcnebunt 
Vltorc AflyrijjLcthum vndiqi & vndiqj terrorj 

Nulla 
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Nulla fides hofti , cui fic pro legc Voluntas ; 
Gaudebic milcs gcmmis > & virginc rapta 
Intadlos ancc ora patrum populatus honores 
Barbarus , atq; auri fpcdiltrahct o/Ta fcpulchris . 
Nam cjaid pr^tcrco^ feii quo gtauiora referuo > 
Num diuina viro facimus > num lcgis auic^ 
Incericurn pacimur , vecicafqi ampleclimur aras ? 
Quinagc, iamdudum noftram (enccntia mcntcm 
Infpcracafubit, quamsi, ludicha, fequaris, 
Haudcquidcm anobisvcreor ,quinarma faccffanc, 
Longius, &regnumJiccatdotaIe tucri , 
Ncc dubitem talcs animos dcfccnderc Coelo. 
Sunt tibi florenccs anni , formaqj dccori, 
Aurea facundalabuncurfluminalingua; 
Made animo , aduerfis infcr veftigia caftris 

Frcca Deo, acqicapuctancorumimmancmalorum, 
Duaorcm aggrcdcrc alloquijs ; incautiiis illum 
Carpct amot , cu dcincorrcpcum lumina fomno 
Audcnccrccrtis nodurna mterficc plagis. 
Ipfa adcro , tecumq; viam, tccum omnc fubibo 
Difcrimcn , neq; tunc ( haud me fiducia fallct ) 
PerculTo viduxconftabunc principc turm^. 

Sicmenti pulchrum mcmoransmfpirat amorcra . 
Ilia tcros aufus , fubitamq; extcrrita flammara ^ 
Obftupct,at^animonutricia vcrba vclutat/ ^7-; 
Ancipiti,contra%rcfert. Qoa: tc, optima nbtrJr, 
i ot macuram annis,,qu« tc dcmcutiaccpit > 

G Quis 
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Quis mala^fonfijltarfuggeflit talia menti? 
Scilicct in mcdijsmanush^c mifcrabilisarmis 
Hcroem (lygias tantum dctrudatad vndas? 
Dcfinc fician ^nou hoslacijrymabrJctcmpui : 
PoHulat aodlorcs , nec vulnere vincitiu* orbis ' * 
Fcrminco . Quidni fpcrcs ( (ata femine virtus 
-^therio rcddit ) gentri conccderc poflro 
Qur»d gaudet de morc Deus ? ncn ne ipfi percrras 
Lummi' us , uoitri cjua' patrauere parcr^tcs t 

XuiKillam triftcs oculo^ attollcrciulxir " 
/Itius, atcjue nouas adiecit fcdulacaufas , 
Quippe duccs arauos , facrafc[; cx ordine pugnai 
Egregia paricsrekicbat imagincpidlus. 

Hac trepidos parta iam libcrtatc vocabat » 
Qua (iccosadKU$yafto.dabat xcjuor hiaiu , . 
Legifer irtdicio foperum: (ecurus cundi 
Tendcbatqi manum fulpcufainpoUicc virga> 
Temporc non aho rdcratum immania ccetc 
Obllupucrc falum , dccectac[; rcgna natantum . 
At popuIoPharao fugicnti , Agyp^usi &:omni$ 
Pone m(nans adecat ,:cumitdc)ita.i3Brfus.aqua^vis 

Tcllurem Phar ijs fjubduiit ; amara bibcbaitt - 
Faja.yk i , & currus , ac tcla tiabaha ponto, 
Scminec^s 6c ec]ui, dihcdaq; ligna natabant, 
Et nigro horrcndum fjnitabani ccrrulatabo. 

P^p:tCialia aggreffi collcdos fQ^dcre reges 
Agmina dclcbant iufcllis obuia fignis » n t..^^i.^ 

Ifacid« 
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Ifacida- fedcm., promiffaq; rcgna petentcs ; * 
) pfe polo loi Lic prohibebat pcrgere Solcm ; nuii i 
Paruit , & medio rurilus (tetit a^chere Titan 
Natura miranccmoras y 6c militisaufom; • 

Ecce autem Gcdeoii eragminc dcligit o^tinr ^**^ * 
Hauftamahu fqrti lambcntes flumina pawcos 
Armans quemq; tuba , acq; animata lumine tcfta: 
Itur in aducrfos, dac concors buccina (i^num , 
Etljmulcrupcis luxcircumfundicur ollis i 
Territus ex cemplo Madianx cxercitus ora: 
In (e le mixtisconuercitpila cateruis . 

Vcrum fjnitimosobiectoin pirietc Samfon 
Tela manu haud crifpans , nullo circundacus ;ere 
Ponc Philillros palantes fcruidus vrgec , 
C unftantes Herebo maxilia damnac alclli . 

iTom iuxci armatu,& minitantc extrema Gigantem, 
Exempla aggrcilus properata: turbine fundx 
Hebraropuer imperio delcccushabcndo 
Sternebac , propno vidi caputenfecadebac.iiii : 

In tcntis oculish^c dum luditharcccnferiPZiCii: ' 
Virgo genusCalifaculisfubcordetaenri ' 
Admouet, acflammisanimum fcrpcntibus vimbic 
lam magis , acqj magis , tum pedore feruer aahclo . 
Nulla niirum tamcn inrenus tencauitimag<iy 4 
Quam Cinara 1 a hel pra:diuj tJs vxor Habcri i . - i' 
Quippc fuga exccpium :>ilaDam", lomnoq.grau^timi 
Vcra videbatur per tcmpora fpaitcr aiSo l 

C z Figcrc 
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Fjgere humi clauo j ftat fado vulnerc dcxtra, 
Aco; fuum miratur opus ^ contra agmina ludx 
Nullus Arabs , nuUus tendcbac figna Sabxus, 
luditha iramocos oculosJianc figit in vnam 
Admirans opus ariificis , virefq, colorum, 
Famina cjuam vahdcfcriat,quam turpiccrhoftis 
Occubcc , ac pida vcrclub moric laborct, 
Inuadit pudor .Tciu^uam , & gcnerofa cupido 
Angctur , patriir^; manu fuccurrcrc fuadet , 
Haud ahtcr nondum pra?dis aflueta Ica:na, 
Cuiprimarcxiliuntirx, nccdum vbera hquit, • 
Si quando ad nidum carfo rcmcare iuuenco , 
Dcuiuserrabatcjuiluco fortc, gcmellam 
Refpiciat catulam , fponte implacabilis arder, 
^mulacji & magnis mcditacur funera tauris, 
Tum fecum , Quac mc ancipitem fcncentia verfac } 
Qua: flamma attonitas cft importuna mcdullas ? 
Me ne Dcus ftimulat ? feu mcnsfua cjucmqi fatigat? 
0'fehx nurus antcahas, qusc temporatanti 
Principis obtriuic , clauoq; afflixic acuto , 
Non illa cxpauit fexu, tingiuc cruorc 
Horruit ^ at tu fi facinus mirabilc di^as , 
Omnipotcns , adfifq; Patcr, ncqj dira verebor 
Tcla , nec Aflyrix poterunt prohibcrc phalanges, 

Talcs illa fuo mittcbac pedorc voccs y 
Tum ,quoniam in tcnucs virtus euafcrat auras, 
Rcfpicit , atq*, Abram reuocat ^ dcin lenibus ipfani 

Incrc- 
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Increpac alloquijs . cur me fermone relincjuis 
In medio, nutrix, dum tantosvoluimusaufus. 

Abra ftupct iam vera,negac fc fe ore locucam, 
Nec pridem arcanos domin:e teci^ifle rcceflus ♦ 
Tcftaturg; polos , & non violabilc Numcn. 
Proindc fcrat , quid fortc noui , qux monflra facigent . 

luditha attonicorem cancam corde volucat, 
Et vcnit in mentem voces , quascredidjt Abr», 
(Confiliumnontalc hominum ) diuinitusefle. 
Tum vero , fed mater , ai t , namcj; vberc ab ifto 
Vitales haufi laticcs , & parua pcpcndi , 
Qu:e rogo , qu^ vulcu fuit illa , & vocibus Abra , 
Horrendum qux fuafitopus , fpecieq; fefelht ? 
Nam cum Cahcolas iuflo labefacla dolorc 
Orarcm , nequa Aflyrijs antc omniaabarmis 
Ad nos deucniat lcgum iaftura facrarum , 
Tum (letit antc oculos fimulachrum,humanaq; forma, 
Qua: te luminibus , grefluq; referret anili , 
Tota Abra , auderct tancum fi verior Abra , 
Et me ( nec vanis ludebant fomnia monftris ) 
Aggrcditur, fuadctq; vrgcns , ftimulatqi paucntcm , 
Auxilio vt rcbus fubeam , & fecura pcr hoftcs 
Egregium , Eois iuucncm qui prafidet armis, 
Conucniam , & ftratis iugulem (ub nodlc profunda : 
Quodq, magis vcrcarc, mihi,dum talia fatur, 
Nefcio quid mcntcm ambiguam , & praecordia fubrcr 
liKcflit magauna , ftimuiifqi ardcutibus egic, 

Abra 
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Abra ( fluebor cnim ) talcj» in pcdorc motus 
Nunquam , ncc fimilcs fcnfi confurgere Hammas . 
Id quicquid fuerit , non Orci a limmc diri 
Efledolumcrcdam ,ncq; raliafignaferebat, 
Scd Deus aut illc cil , auc non iniuflus abillo ; 
Tanta vi inuafit nouus, &:mentcm impulitardor. 
Quinetiam paribus (limulis pidura lahclis 
Exciuit , primifqi nouosfupcraddidit igncs. 
Quid faciam,incerta pendet fententia mcnte : 
Magna quidem res , pulchra tamen tcntare lalutcm; 
Si pcrco, ia(3ura lcuis pcrijfle pucilam . 

Miratur longaiua aufus cxtcrrita tantos : 
Continuo gcHda corpet formidinc (anguis , 
Infurguntq; Iioi rorc coma:, dein lemitapoftquam 
Matcrno tandcm paulum laxata dolori cft, 
Soluitur in flumcn lachrymarum , ac nelcia fcrrc 
Inuchitur . Quae dira animo fententia furgit ? 
Qiiis tcdemcntem vcxat furor ? hcu mihi quondam 
Etdomina, &nata, &c mifcrasfpcs vnafenedar; 
Hocvero dc tetandem fpcr^irc hccbar, 
Quotriftis fcrisin Tartara mitterer annis? 
Propterea ad canum veni miterabihs :euum ? 
Has te ego non paui in furias, neqj raha nollris 
Haufifti vberibus, necfunt mimania nobis 
Pedlorai quid hlcor non Ofci alimincthri 
Efle dolum crcdas , neq; taha (igna ftrcbar ; 
Egre^iiim i quafi Tarcarc»^ tibi cunda patcflant 

Tcn- 



i 



L I B E R P R I M V S. 2 

Tcntamcntadomus, arqueobiedanda periclis 
Sint temcrc capira, &dcaisirreparabilc famr. 
Nam quidte fallam ?. quin hoc mc criminc foluam l 
Speralti , dum blanditur tibi flamma iuucnta:, 
Spcrafti illarlum feruare pcrarma pudorcm 
Barbara? (peradi plagas infligerc dcxtra ; 
Brachiaq; ad durum conucrtere mollia Martcm ? 
Allyrij nc coluncadc6,(andcq; tuentur 
lura pudicicic >quaquc horrcntcndbusagri, 
Vfqueadeo facili ccduntur vulnere Kcges ? 
Scilicctegrcgic vfurpas cxcmpla lahelis, 
Qua; malere geila profugum , proprijfque reccptum 
In laribusSifaram ccrrafibi morcc fubcgitj 
Non iibi cum profugis rcs cft, viget integcr hoftis, 
Omnis &c anre fores per fomnos excubat orbis . 
At non exadx fpondebanc tcmpora vit«r, 
Vt fandas oblita vias tc crcdere velles 
Barbarico attadu , & caftos foedarc penatcs . ' 
Iuditha(obce|lorNumcn , quod abjrtherc fonc 
Ha:c damnatq; oditq; ) pios non talia iuffa 
Extimulant animos , ncc Cceli cll dira cupido j 
Confilia in melius refer , hoc rcm limite (ille , 
Atq; hmus mifererc finus , qiM ( gratia fadlo 
Si qua fubcll ) fouit teneram , primofq; liquores 
Qua partc cxhibuir, manfurum hac haufit amorem j 
Tute huius mifcrerc , iltum qui fcrrc dolorcm 
Ncc liinuic , nc^ iam potcrit , mifcrett iuucnr? 

Irtius 
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lilius , & parc^ vica remioifccre laudis . 

Vixcaaidladedit , ffctuq; vndabatanili 
Vultus , 6c ingenti gcmitu pcnctrale fonabac. 
At luditha licct qucltu labetada doloris 
Nonnihil exhaurit , lachrymis nccparcit obortis, 
Non tamcn nrdentes animo dcpcllere curas 
Eft potis , aut Cocli flimulos arccre prementis. 
Porrb dum trepidancambx, paulumq; morantur, 
Eccc infpecatum fubica formidinc monflrum, 
Lux noua per fudum manifcfto luminc ftilgcc , 
Vii tus, qux nuper luditham accendic ad arma , 
Scilicec auratas liquido quatic acrc pcnnas • > 
Continub conuerfi animi , & mutata voluntas 
Abrq , nec fuperos pariter non concipit ignes . 
Quales fatidici quondam fucuerc prophctsc , 
Pedora plena Uco , fandlo flimulantc furorc 
Prctfcferrc hominum quicquam diuinius ore . 
Non fccus Abra fiircns animi , concnflaq;pedus 
Vi fupcrum , fequere, b, ciamat, fequerc, inclyca virtus 
Quo cccumq,vocac , Deus eft, Deus illc , falutem 
Qui parac , & rcgum illudit viftricibus armis , 
Parce , Patcr , fine te non fas comprendcre mcntc', 
Qui tantosaufusmolirifoeraina poGic. ^ 
Nuncvidasdo, nata, manus, nunc cafibusvllis' 
Haud pigct obicdare caput , defccndcre tecum 
Si hcet , atq;animam falua prb lege pacifci . 

Sic ait , & magnuiii Domjna: confirmat amorem ; 
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Qux nec k capit, aut vircs metitur, & alto 
Prarrumit palmamq; anioio , fadrumq» futurum . 

Tc fequor , cxclamar,' Pater , ac lua luffa capcflb ^ 
Tu modocum tanti Hidbas exordia ladti 
Ne fbrtunatum famulue bonusabnueHacm« 
£t mi{ercrcanimi(e femaiorafercntis*! . 
At tu chara parens ( ctcnim confultiiis vlli 
Fidere non pofrnm , ncq^ fas arcana rccentis 
Confilij plurcs vulgan:,acfpargercinaurcs) 
Quandoquidemaccedit toa nunc mihi ccrta voluntas 
Adfore te ad Perfas fub vclo nodis cunti, 
Accipc, quar pcragenda tibi : Vclaminalonga 
lam defucta dic vil^ monunicnta prioris , 
Pifta auro, dudum loculisferuata vetuftis 
Dcprome , 8c Ccrcrem condenfa in fruftacoacflam , 
Tellurifq; rudesfru(5los, agreftia dona, 
Inftruc ; quod rciiquum cft,in temporedeindc iubebo,^ 
Tu modb rumpe moras . Sic fatur , &ardua cocpta 
Pcrlequitur , fcraq; parat deccdere nodlc : 
Propterci mandat Proccres in tcfta vocari 
Extemplb fua,ncnoccat mora f ortibus orfis , 
Orans , ficcaulas tam Uuo in turbinc nedlcns , 
Cur veniant,pretiumq; vi^e fperare falutem ; 
lamq; aderani illi ancipitcs , iimcnq; tencbant , 
Tum fic porticibus fufccptos If^cis amplis 
Alloquitur, micat ore pudor , gcnerofaqi virtus 

Quy vos fcditio , populi<ji in ftabilis ira 

D Tur- 
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Turbauic Patrcs , atq; ia difcriracn adcgit , 
Illius & noftros pcnctrauitfaraa pcnaccs , 
Nec faseft tantum me diflimubrcdolorcm l 
Cui ( fateor ) iamdudumimpar virtute fachifco l 
Pr^cipuc ooftras aniraas , 6c moenia poftra 
Cum venit in mentcm populo tradenda profano, 
Qui facras vcfi dclcbit Numinis acas • 
Hinc vos acciri iufsi ( quod fortc videri 
Pofllcab ancilia ccrtu cum principe faftum 
Auda£lcr i fcdnefcit amor parerc pudori ) 
Prarfentefq; colo fupplcx , oroq; falutcm . 
Quid facimus miferi > qui nos agic im probus crror 
Hisergo fuperum domibus dommabituj: hoftis 
Impius ? & facros homini foluemus honores ? 
Si ferrum horrcmus , prwrllanc Coeleft;a tcla • 
Nam velut incafsum ncmo confidit Qlympo , 
5ic huncdeferere,aucccrtis includere metis 
Ipfius icarum flu6tus impunc fuiHe 
Compcrtum eft nuUi . Vos orania difcitc ab vno 
Supplicia , &C, miffos Arabura dcfaltibu§ hydros 
In defertQres , infidaq; pedtora patrura 
Mcntc rcccn(etc; auxilium vitaledolori 
Anguineo fupplex populus qua:fiuit ab aere. 

Sifpcsnulla fupcr,fitorquct inania tcla 
^ftrbitcr ex alto, mortaliaqi cxtimct arma , 
Efto , ccdamus , pacemq-, (6 flcbilc femper 
Condlium) bclU dcfi^rca fortc pctamus : ^ 
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Sin rcs integrae nobis , nulloq; tenemur 
Vulnere , fin totum conuertere conditor Orbeni 
Obtutu valet in cincres , cur liminc in ipfo 
Deficimus ? faluic]; manumcurtendimus hofti? . 
Nam cjuod pro fegeteexhaufta , riuifq; laboranr, 
An defunt exempla domi ? lachrymacq; recentes 
Munera delcrunt memori de mente vctufta ? 

Non id confilij a vobis procedere , Patres , 
Sat mihi compmum eft ,ceIfo deuota Tonanti 
Pedora iampridcm , laodifq; cupidine capta 
/gnofco, fcd vulgus^^incrs, ScinuciJc pondus) 
Conciuit turbas , tcnuem nam vulgus ob cfcam 
tDmnia mifla facit diuina, humanaq; iura, 
Nec mala perpetuis metitur parua coronis . 
Immo nec facilis matrem mihi fuadeat auflor 
Dcmififleneci pucrum , quem gefleritaluo , 
Ac triftes epulo menfas foedafle nefando j 
Qupd fi quararur folcrti indagine tanti 
Foemina flagitij ccfcpos , fortafec patebit 
Monftra fuillc , quious morrales territat Orcus, 

Ergoadeo indigna, Proccrcs ,abfiftitepace, 
Ncu iinite huc popalum , vcftro qui pendet ab orc, 
Se darcpraccipitem; non pcrdcrenosParer orbis 
Cogitat.aft iequi donec reuocemus amorem y 
Terga quatic patrio iamdudum oblita flagello . " 
Nec mihi ipcs anmium male fuada enutnc inancm ; 
N am lapidum cuhu maiorum exempla (ccuti 

D X Noo 
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Non fumusjhincillitoticscommifla luerunt , 
Et ludas abijt varias captiuus in oras, 
Heu quam multa fcrensi tibi nos facradcbita foli, 
Summc Pater , facimus , tu fpes , tu noflra voJuptas. 

Hxc vbi fata, folo vultus luditha dccoros 
Deiecit : fiupucre viri , pudor inficit ora : 
TumcontraOziasrcfercnsj Tcdigna,tuisq; ^ 
luditha, cximijs mcmoras virtutibus, inquic , 
Veriim nosctiamdurac fuccumberemorti 
Polfumus , & fi res adco dcpofcar, amamus :' 
Quod fi decretuni eft tradcndas hoftibusarccs , 
Cum iam condufos omnis defccerit efca, 
Tunc vbi nec fleai potuit violcntia vulgi , 
Nec noftra: valuere prcces,placanda fuerc 
Pedlora polUcitis, compcfcendicjitumultusi 
Tempore qub mcntem in mcliusmutarc valcret 
Plcbs a:gra , 6c Coclo auderct fperare falutcm . 
Vos fuperi , & fuperum te Rcx fanflifsime, teftor 
Haudpofuiflcfidcm, & fupplcxi^munera pofco. 
Tu^j adco precibus nc fle(3crcparcc Tonantem , 
Sandla nurus • fubit illa . Prccum vis nulla mearum cft 
Nc ramcnambigua trepident formidincmentes, 
Nefcio qaid iamdudum animus , ncc inutilc verfat j 
Si liccat, fi ccrta mihi Ct vcftra voluntas , 
Sola pernodcmfamula comitantcfideli ^ 
In paftraabfccdam,ajclo^; atidcrc falutcm 

Aggrediar > nullo fuperisdifcriminc babctur , 

Vrbcs, 
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Vrbcs, & populos fcu vir , feu foemina fcruct ; 
Ncc mihi vcl dubijs fulfcrunt fydcra fignis . 
Omnisinanguftis iaciendacftalca rcbus. 
Vos crgo cxcubijs mandata ha:c mittitc veftris l 
Rccludant portas , ne csetcra quxrite « tantum 
Ccclicolx vt faueant humili contcndite voto ; 
Nondum ( fpcro cquidem ) fexto nos fole renato 
Bethuliae in falua rcduccs fpedlabitis arcc^ 
f Hic ver6augeturftupor,cxplcriq; tucndo 
AuHs attoniti tantis > & voce pucllx 
Haud poffunt , fcniorq; oculos attoliit , & ambas 
Charmis ad aftra manus , talefqi dat orc loquelas • 

Magnc Pafcr, cuius noftra eft fubnuminc tcUus > 
Etgenusomneatauum , dilcAi femenAbrami, 
Inuid nondum pcnitustibi ducimus annos, 
Ncc delcrc paras, cum tanta in pedlore virtus 
Fcrminco , nofco vcteris vcftigia cura:. 
Si talcs animos nobis ludxa tuIifTct 
Terra virum , Aflyrij nunc flerentagmina Rcgis • 

Hxc dicens lachrymis pcrfunditmollibus ora. 
Tum piusOzias . Dabitur , luditha, quod optas, 
Nulla poflet claudi virtuti iauua tanta? . 
Scd cmid pro tali fadlo , & tam fortibus aufis 
Obtulcrim mcri tar } Dcus ipfi prxmia primus 
Pcrfoluct> non officio , non muncrc dccric 
Arbiter Eliachim, cclcbriq, augcbit honorc> 
Ncc dcfolati non fcruatricis luds 
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Ipfecolam obfequio nomen fublimeperenni 
NuncadficPater Omnipotcns, ac vota fecundct . 

Nec plura cftatus portas., atq; alta reuific 
Moenia , fubuoluens animo y quis nuntius arces 
Euolet ad Solymas^atqi his compellat amicos . 

Ovtinamnuncfe incolumis, pl^gaq; leuatus 
Redderec tphracmus,ccrtc foilertius hoftem 
Fnllerc, necpoflctpatres accedere quifquam 
Incertos animi , rerumq; cuenta timcntes. 

Callidus a tcnera prar cundis ifte iuucnta • 
Cui Ruben generis princcps , & fanguinis audor , 
Diuerfas adijt gentes , diuerfaq; regna , 
Atq; vfus hominum didicit , moremcji loquendi . 
Illum feuTyrij ciuem , feu Farchus alumnum 
Crcdiderinc , habitum fimulat, varia induit arma, 
Omnia veftigat , memoriqj in menterccondit, 
Sic procul Aftyrias aciesignocus adiuit , 
Al^nouitq; viros , numcrumq; excepit equorum . 
Scd dum fc nupcr populis obiccit Eois , 
£t confanguineum pracceftit feruidus agmen , 
Saucius cxhaufit telum, coftafq; per ipfas 
Exijt infefto fluidus dcvulnerefanguis. 
Verum dum trepidat , moniq; propinquior hsercc , 
Coelicolas orafle ferunt , ac vota dedifle , 
Tum fubito (mirum di<5lu)gelida oflxcalorc 
lAfflantur ,plagxq; altum (enftrclcqamcn . ^ 
Ergo improuifum fc fe infpcranubusolFcrc 

_ (Incer* 
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(Inccrtucn , feu fama rei puliaueric aures » 

Siue Dei miflus monitu ,curaq; parcntis) 

Atqs ait . Ephr^mam ne quis vcreatur ademptum , 

Ecce adfum dono Superum > folidxq: iuuenta 

Antiqua , 6c primoconfiftunt robore vires. 

Dicite , quid vobis fit cura: , cgo iuflTa capeflb 

Si fic opus > medios pcnecrabo interricus hoftes • 

Obtlupuit chari afpedtu manusomnis amici . 
Vt natum abfencem longoquem temporc matcr 
Crcdidcrac vita caifum , vacuoq; fepulchro 
Dona dabac, mcBfta manes : 6c vocc vocabac 
Cum lachrymis , fi qua redeuntem fort^ tucfcur , 
llla quidem ncquic explcri, exultatq; vidcndo , 
Nec nbi fatcrcdit , colloq;immobihs haarct, 
Haud fecus Ephrccmum tanto in difcrimincgaudcnt 
Accipere incolumcm , dcxtrxq; adiungcredextram. 

At piusOzidspIacidccomplcxus amicum , 
O quantis cumulat nos indulgcntiaccEli 
< Muneribus ,ciues > inquit , deponice curas, 
Non adcoimmanicercaeftvidloriaPcrte. 
Ac cu fpes rcrum noftrarum haud vlcima, quando 
Opportunus adcs , ncc cc obicclare periclis 
Formid as , perageoda audi , & rcm pedore conde. 
QiJp res du6la loco , quantis iaftemur ab vndis, 
Iple vides , fratrumqi vicem mifcraris accrbam > 
Ergo age , perge cclerSolymam patribufqoerecludcj 
Quam nos dura prcmat dudum pcnuria rcrura , 

Ncc 
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Nec plcbcm xrumnis ?gram fatiscflcfercndo ; 

Propcerea , fupcri facilcs ni voca fecundenc , 

Dccrccura c(l lioftcs qumta iam lucc peradla , 

Mocnibus accipcrc , & rcrura dimittcrc habcnas ; 

Necquodcumq; agitac ludicha,Ephrxmc,(ilcndum eftj 

lllaquidcm Afjfyriumad cuncosacccdcie^odu 

Apparat , & lapfis fidit fuccurrcrc rcbus ; 

Quid n:ruat,ignocum,fpcs hinc,mccusindcjvidcndum, 

Frumentifne lcuarcqucant , atq; addcrc vircs . 

Pcrcupucorocuum ,per magaum NuracaOlympi , 

Eftocuifimilis , coramiflaqj pcrfice iufla, 

Hac nobis flar forcc falus, nec parua terccur 

Fama cua, auc deetunt vircuci prxmia cancx; 

Scd cibi diuicias rcduci , & rem iicc gcrcnci 

Spondco , nec tcnucs bclliq; & pacis honorcs . 

Tu vcro nc carpe viam fub luce dici 

Haud fida, neu murorum de hrainccede , 

Donectuca minusfubdutatluminavefpcr : 

Nec mora longa , cadens lam lam petjcOccanum Sol • 

Tahbus Ozias, concraficdeinde profacur 
Ephrarmus. Non diuicias, nomenqjrcquiro, 
Necdedic Omnipotcnstales mihi furgcrecuras , 
Scd mcduldsamorpatrix , iafturaq; lcgis 
Sollicuat , facis officio tnc parccre nulh 
Proptcrci , tancumq; mcje ^cis addere 6mr. 
Nunc tua mc ad iuflk,Ifacidum Dux opcime,verto : 
Qups animos, pc6b»Iqi mihi formidinis expcrs , 

Ingc 
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Ingcniumqjdcditcoeli, terraeq, repercor, 
Me veliit ia veftris yquum cft adhiberc periclis, 
Sic niinc conabor {celcratam cludcrc gentcm . 
Ibo , patrcs Solymos difcrimina noftra doccbo . 
Vidifti , occiduos qua foles inter , & auftrum 
Scindunt fe cautes , anguftaqj femita lympiiis 
Pandit iter , faxo pluuius cum voluitur amnis ? 
Ula humilis , fyluaqj fupcr defenfa virenti 
Infinuatfe fe , atq; ambagibus exit iniquis, 
Affyrio fallendo habilis,vixcognica noftris. 
Illos pcr flexus , atq; horrificas conualles 
Ipfe viam inueniam Solymorum ad moenia, coccis 
Ncc mihi opus tenebris , tantum Deus adfit amicus ; 
Haud patitur res noftra moram . nec plura locutus 
Aflyrios habitus , hoftiliaqj mduit arma j 
Continuo volat ad porcas , neq; (egnior exit , 
Quam leuis cx arcu tcretis fugic ala fagittsc . 
Ill o fortc dabat iuuencm decedere tutum 
Tcmporc , dum caftris amens noua tentat Erynnis , 
Nam circumuentam terrcret vt acrius Vrbem , 
Dcditioqj foret commotis ccrtior armis, 
Ifacidas poftquam turbauit , in agmina regis 
Irrucrat , dirumq^ animis afflarat amorcm , 
Pofcantvtpugnam, vacuiq;federcrecufent. -«i,^ ''^r 
Nec mora , fucccnfa: mentes, fi:emit arma iuuentus i* 
Ac leuc principio varia ftatione locorum 
Exoritur murmur, dein totis agmina caftris 

E Incu* 
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Incufare moras turpes, 6c inertia fciri 

Ocia . non aliter quando fe nubibus atris 

Inuoluit coelum , iamq; horridus imminet imbcr , 

Principio raris vix l«fo puluere guttis 

Spargit humum,pofl; ingentcm magno impete nimbus 

Soluitur in pluuiam, mi^at ignis , &: intonat^ther . 

Quis pudor ? Aflfyrios abdi munimine valli 
Obfeffxin fpecicm gentis , nec vcllcre turrcs? 
Egrcgium certe , ccii ferro cernere Perfx 
Formidcnt , inimicafamc premere oppida turpi . 
Quantum hofti rehquo caufa^, ac mcHoribus armis 
Temncndi AfTyrios , a^gra: fi moenibus Vrbis 
Abftincant infcrre manum , pugnaq; cierc 
lnuaHdum,& cundlis hoflem iam rebus cgentem ; 
Nonfi claullra fbrcntfohdoexadamante, mancrc 
Aducrfum fe poflc , quibus mortalc rcfiftic 
lam nihil ; in manibus laudcm , obfidionis honorcin 
Nullum j fcd longo impcrio dc more fuperbos 
Mihtix gaudcre Duces , id crimen obefle . 

Talia iafiantcs vallum clamore rcplebant , 
Cuftodesq;ipficocuntftationc reliaa 
Ad primos , totisconcurritur vndiq; caftris. 

IntcrcaEphracmus, prccruptoex aggerc nulli 
Obfcruatus abit, volucerq; elabitur holles y 
Mentit^ veftes, rcgioqj occulta viarum 
Adiuuat, atq^ noua iadlata libidine pubcs » 
Protinus Aflyrij volitat Dudloris ad aurcs / 

F;ima 
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Fama loqiiax , motasq; acics , turbataq; dcfert 
Agmina , nec dubijs fuccendic pedlora diftis . 

Huac inrcr primos aulx fpcdlaca locarat 
Nobilitas , & opcs , & aubrum ingcntia fafta 
Abdarus antc alios geniior , qui (igna fecutU!» 
Rcgia fub tencris natum fortifTimus annis 
Duxit in Europam , bcllifq-, immifit Achiuis . 
Hic puero pucrum cognofcere contigit Ocho 
Komine Holofernem,paribufq; incedere curis . 
Vt rcgnum accepit iuuenis , belli arce pocentcm , 
Sa:uitiaqj fibi fimilem rcfpexit , & illum 
X Extuhc , acq; vnum caftris p<:a:fecic Eois 
Donacum Armenias regno ^ & regionibus amplis. 
trcro illc in medios oculjs fe ardentibus infcrc ^ 
Impauidum, tutamq; aufos turbarc quietcm , 
Incrcpitat diftis, & vuhu terret accrbo. 

Qux nouitas ? qu^ dira (cehis va:cordia didat ? 
Impcriumnc datum vobis , pugnarq; iuberc 
Tcmpora ? nempe E)ucis nos nil,nifi nomen habemus ? 
Force piget fine«vulneribus, fine fanguine fufo 
Vincerc ? nunc vcftro tanca eft in pedore vircus ? 
Quod (i fcruet amor quatere vrbem , & pandcre muri 
Limina,quopecudcsnequcant, vosfidicisirc? 
Acdextra, & veftrisadeo diuellcrc turrcs 
Poffe minis ? foluent pccnas temeraria, folucflt 
Ingcnia; audlores, famuli, compcfciie vindis . 
Talia didla dedit , gelidumq; pcr offa timorcm 

E z Son- 
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Soncibus iniccic, cumfe improuifafurenci 
Confilijs innixa nouis infudic Erynnis 
Ocia caufaca Affyrium, atqiincommoda molli 
Ventura cx rcquie , rebus ni cuca falucem 
Scdiilicas ferat , & coepci folercia belli ; 
Propccrca Abdaridcs qua^fito fponte colorc 
Indulget curbx genio , & qua poffe vidccur 
Ad murosreperire adicum de robore mandat 
Ingenccs geminas actolli ad fydcra turrcs . 
Inlpcd^ cladcm laturas defuper vrbi , 
Ac fteroi tumulos > impleriqi aggere foffas 
Imperac, inq^ viam loca molibusapca parari • 
^ylua fuic prociil a caftris , & limine valli , 
Quantiim quis (pacij dcnis percurrerec horis , 
Quandoquidem erucrat folers nemora ardui circum 
Principio manusindigenum , & prxuenerac hoftem , 
Ingensanciqua, 6ccondcnfis horrida ramis, 
Sa:uis apca feris domus,occultoq;volucrum 
Seceffu , cum prolis amor dat condere nidos . 
Itur in hanc \ tum multiplici percuffa bipcnni 
Dura cadit qucrcus , atq; acraula montibus ornus , 
Auiaqiingcntinemoris panduntur hiatu ; 
Indolucrc fer? , gemitumq; dederc volucrcs . 
Arboribus quod dum pubcs dcleaa fecandis 
Prarftat ^ diucrfi faturandis vallibus inftant 
Tcrccntum , glebafq*, ferunt, rupesqi refrmguni . 
Prarcft opcri Dux ipfe noui pars magna laboris , 

Thrc- 
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Thrcijcius qucm portat cquus pcrnicior Euro » 
Doncc fcradics fubdu^talucerccedic. 
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Liber Secundus . 

T noua ludithvT nullam fub pecftorc 
cura 

- Permiccit requiem , nec vcnis flam- 
' marecedit: 
Propcercain cacito, cuidudum al- 

{iieca , facello 

Larnam de villis humcro circumdacacucis; 
Ule quidem cenerx nimium crudelis amidlus , 
Sed domoic piecas, & longo lenijc vfu ; 
Ncc non flauencem fparfo foedacacapillum 
Puluere, neclachrymis oculos non fofi rubentes 
Poplice hunium ferijc dupljcaco , ac vota profudic. 

•Conditor omnipGtens mundi,cui noftraSabxo 
Thurecalcnc adyca , & celfis cadic hoftia ccmplis, 
Si non Hebr^os omnes exolus ad ynum es , 
Ncu prorsum Abrami fobolcm dclere parafti, 
Rcfpice nos , quaflasqj adco nc abfifte cueri 
Relhquiasduri cxihj, & Babylonisimqaa^. 
Aufpicc tc Simeon , noftr^ quae ftirpisorigo, 
Ercpfapulchro? provirgmitate fororis 
Barbaricas abolcns maculas, & dcdccus vltus 
Ingenti quondam raptorcm vulncre rcgem , 
Acfontcra ftygio populum dcmifit Auerno . 

Nc, 
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Ne,prccor, imparibus votishoc , Arbiter, qui 
Tranfeac, &noftro Aflyriusdc vulncrcfanguis 
Excidat , & noftris prxdo fternatur ab armis; 
Suntfatis^atqi fuper caufa:^ cur vertice poenas 
Det ferus , hac nulla eft melius data viftima DitL 
Nam quid nota feram ? vocesuc , autcrimina fando 
Enumerem , qu? tute oculis , tutc auribus hauris > 
Cum (e pollicituscalamis immanis acutis 
(Aducrfa: potius conting.mt talia turbx ) 
Aut noftros terebrare hnus, aut vrcre flamma . 
In tc quinetiam verfis conuicia linguis 
Impiaconiedlans, aufusq^ laceflerc bcllo 
Deicdurum armis Templi conuexa minatur , 
Templi iampridem toci ve nerabilis orbi 
(Hcu nimic ludluscaufa' ) ac nouaiura facrorum, 
Mortalcsq; Deos ftatuit te ponere pulfo . 
Scilicet lileopibus fldit ,Iateqjpacenci 
Tclorum fegete, ac ftuftra putat ignea nimbis 
Fulmina torqucri , nec tangere poisc tyrannos . 
NePater, hgc tudifsimula, cape fanguine poenas, 
Sacrilcgiq; Ducis domitos inihi ftcrne furores j 
Nam (i Icnta manus, tenuiq; afl^ueta Minerua: 
Exuuias tanto cclebres ex hofte reportet » 
Quis violaretuasfeclis vcnicntibusaxas 
Audeat 3 atq; Deo fccleratum indicere belium ? 
Scd quid cgo ( infclix ) tanto non xqua periclo 
In fen uni > cjcdcnrq; fcror ? quo mc mea cogit 

Amen- 
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Amcntem , fcu fit pietas , feu diracupido? 
Vis tamcn humana prsftantior i^nibus vrgcc 
Infolitis, fcnfimc]; agitat,raptat(j; morantcm; 
Fors facis audaccm me tu , fibrisq, timorem 
Eripis, 6c cantos haud frullra mittis in aufus • 
Pt£ Cc hoc fcrt ingcns , mca qui prarcordia dudiiai 
Inuafit vigor , &: calefada pcr olla recurlat ; 
Parcc Patcr , non (poutc ruo . fpargcbat ad altum 
llla Polurn cales ex imo pedorc voccs ; 
Funditur intcrca tacitc pcr vifccra Numcn 
Omnipotens , additq-, animos,vircfq; miniftrat. 

Nox erat,& rcquics animaha fefla foucbat 
Implacidas mulccns facili dulccdinccuras. 
Atnonexardcnsanimi ludithafoporem 
Accipit , aut tencbras admittunt lumina mollcs . 
Extcmplo ancillas r ftratis furgere mandat, 
Et qu£ de niueo co^lari balnca laxo 
Curarattefti fecrcta in partc Manaffes, 
Implcri lymphis , &flamma ferucre lullit. 
Ipla nigra humcris gaudctdiuellerc veftcs 
) nfandi fpolium ludtus , villofaq; tcxta 
Exuit,&: fluuio propcrat fc tingerc puro . 
Addit fc fociam , & pulchro fubit Abra labori . 
Quis vcrocximiam ipecicm, nulloobicc quando 
Vel niuibus hilfit , vcl ladi concolor albo , 
Explicci? acdignis formam fcrmonibus aequct > 
Hic Paphus, hic Amathus , hic Cypri rofcida re^^na 

F Hxc 
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Haec Venus ^ hic mclius cafti fulfcre colorcs , 
Hoc Amorin gremiocunabulamaliteburno. 
llla folo ipcerea vultus auerfa rubentes 
Demittic, nudamq, pudet fe in lucc videri . 
Agglomerantfamulxcircum , roremq; tepenccm 
Marmoico infundunt labro,& dantflumina membris. 
Sicut poft longos fi quando lurcus imbres 
Implcuit liquidam puro Sol lumine.nubem , 
llla nouo latc rutilans ditefcit honore . 
Sic circumfufo lucem fuperadidic amni 
Aurea dc rofco procedens corpore virtus. 
Ac poftquam tepida pcdlusfacfouic in vnda 
AfTyrios myrci digitis dclibac odores, 
Humcncemqi finum commixco mulcec amomo; 
Deindecomam ( proiic forcecom? pretiofior imbcr 
lamdudum ipretus per eburnca colla fluebat ) 
Colligicin nodos, &:fuluo fubligacauro . 
Arridet Pacer Omnipocens, ac luminedonat 
iEcherio , 6c dios oculis adfpirat honores ► 
Protinus auratos lateri circumdat amidtus, 
Purpureamqi fuper paliam , quam virgine dextra 
Ipfa fibi neuit thalamo defponfa iugah , 
Ac molles circiim bacchas , ramofaq; vitis 
Brachiapinxit acu , & difcreuit defuperauro ; 
Intcr qu2c laq-ucis , tamquam prxfaga futuri , 
Pampineis paflim deuindlos fecerat angues . 
Ncc manibus terctcsgcmmas , colloq^ monilc 
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Abnuit , aut niueos plantis negat illa cochurnos 
Caftcluxurians. Qualisrcparabilisales 
-/Emulus Aurorx , feu cum deleuit inertes 
Rclliquias vetcris panchxis ignibus xui , 
Seu cum mane nouo Solem de more (alutat, 
Et con Cinguinei iubaris perfandi tur auro . 
Talis in egregio Merari fata fulgct amidlu , 
Etdomina[:obfequijsblanditurpurpura miris . 

Et iam tranfierant magniecaliginis horx, 
Ac propc tempus erat , quo nigro nox pede curfum 
Decolor cxpler it , bigasq; educeret albas 
Aurora , & piceos depelleret ^mula currus . 
Illa Deo fidens , ncc magnis territacoeptis 
Egreditur thalamis , & limina tendit ad vrbis. 
Se comitem fati Nutnx , laudifuc futurx 
Dilcaoagglomerat lateri cerealia fccum 
Dona ferens , olea: fuccos , & rofcida mella . 
Quas cfcas ferri idcirco luditha iubcbat, 
Noxia nc Allyria: guftarctfercula mcnfc- 
Ancill^ lamenca fcrunt , lachrymifq; fequuntur, 
Et dolor in pulchra formofus imagine fulgec . 

A t vcro excubias , Hcbrxa: robora pubis , 
Ducunt muros dcleai , & mocnia lurtranc 
Cunaorum crepidi , fomnus procul , omnis in armis 
lanua, dant luccmcrebri deturribus ignes . 
Tunc ctiam varium , facSi quod fama trafacbat , 
Portam,c]Uiead vallum redloferttramite, vulgus 
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Occupat , & bclli fulgcntcs aerc raagiftii 
In primis , inccrti animijCafusq; futuri . 
Continuo luditha forcs cuafit ad altas . 
Hic autcm infolito ftupcfadus luminc quifq; 
Hxret in obtutu , ncc fc fc cxplerc vidcndo 
Eft potis , afpcftu fauor ortus , & auftacupido . 
At patcr Oz.ias miratus , & omnia luftrans , 
Inceflumqi habitum^ narus , vultumcf, micantcm 

O quam tc celcbrcm > gcncris lux inclyta noftri 
( Exdaraat) Deus, ipfeDcus tibi tahaformac 
Dona , tibi dulccs oculisDcusafflat amorcs . 
Madc animo , fidcns iftud frr pcclus in hoftcm ; 
Noncgo ^ non rebus timcam, mortalia quando 
Exuperas , primoq;adfpirantaftra labori. 

Sic fatus portis geminascmittit apertis; 
Ec quantum fpcdlarc potcft pcr nodtis opacum , 
Omnis fufpenfo fcquitur plebs anxia vifu , 
Aftraq; foUicitis oncrat fubhmia votis • 

Tramcs erat flexo montana per ardua cliuo , 
Anguftus,fauccsqv intcr finuofus obcfas , 
Pcruius ille tamen , duras ab origine cautcs 
Extuderant quippc indigenx, grcflum^ lcuarant . 
Hac fc fc Ifacides fubluftri node fcrebant > 
Ncc non interca fado dcuota futuro 
Bcllatrix animis acucbai fortibus iras, 
Aut fuperarc parata» aut ccrta? occumbcrc moniy 
Ncc labor , aut tcacras o&odit icmira plancas.. 
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Sic catulus primis venando afliietusab annis 
Veftigarcferas , volucriq-, indagine fakus 
Cingerc, cum (ignun:i vinclis dat turba folutis, 
Emicat impatiens , nec fylua territus afpra 
Ab/iftit , donec fternat fiigientia viiSor 
Agmina , dctq; noua dominum ditefcere prarda . 

At non intcrea Iruftra fpedabat Auernus 
Talia > ncc pofitis torpebat fcgnius armis . 
Tempuserat cum Tartareus Cocy tia monftra 
Rex audirc folct , trepidofq; expenderc cafus # 
Nam<]» dics ccrtos oiiis , ac tcmpora fixic 
Principio , quibus antc fuam longo ordinc (cdem 
Omnia conueniant , & fada, infcdlaretludant, 
In numcris dum corporea fub nube iatentcs 
Criminibus terrent animas, & verbere crcbro 
Circumagunc ,blandaucade6 fubimaginc fallunt, 
Donbc fuccumbant fcdcri , flellataq; claudant 
Regna fibi, regna (iygix inuidiolaruino: ; 
llle fuas vidlo pofnas , fua praemia cernic 
Vidori j fccptroq; cauec > rcgnifcj, futuris , 
Oftenditq; vias omnes , quibus sethera vincant, 
Et certis portint operis protcnderc fincs . 

Eft fpecus horrificum,.nigrantis ianua Ditis, 
Vifceribus penitiis piceis, terraq; fubima , 
A quibus xiernum Sol exulat aureus oris * 
Hoc fupcr c fpccula , vt tempcftas adfuic , ingcns 
Buccina , & horrifono ftrcpucrunt cornua fjgno 
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Obfcxnas acies in rcgna vocantia tetra. 
Mugijt ad fonitum tellus , gemitumq*, dederc 
Quadrupedes ^caueifq; metu latuere volucres. 
Tum vclutipluuiocum largusabacrc nimbus 
Prxxipitat , tortoq; noti (ola turbinc pcrflant , 
Torrentes fracla propcrant de rupefonori , 
Iratufq; fupra ripas exuberat amnis , 
Qui fegetcs , (yluafq; traliit , (bnat ora fragorc , 
, Ac vix agrcftes audcnt fe crederc tcdtis. 

Non (ecus ad rcgem crepitantia mondra ruebant.- 
-Ni^rantcsq-, domos , inamocnaq; clauilra fubibant. 
At fenio , turpiq; Charon fquallore pcrefus 
Puppc leui ad ripas horrcndi fluminis ad:us 
Vadcntum fratrum turbam excipiebat inancm , 
Vt ferruc^inca traducerec agmina cimba. 
Hic vcro innumcras atra fulgincpeftes 
Vndiq; fuiFufas voci parcrctimcnda:, 
Damnatifqi caput vidifles abdere regnis . 
Quis focdis fimulacra modis horrcntia fando 
^quiparec ? pacicn(q; mali , & lachrymabilis orx 
Tartarcum vera defcribac imagine vulgus ? 
Hxc virgo matura viro lafciua videcur 
Pubctenus, po(l in curpem mulcoordinecaudx, 
Ni quod fepcdibusfcrc vncis ,definitanguem . 
lllius adglomcrant (e trillia tempora circum 
Oratribuscolubri lambentcs iguea linguis ; 
Deq; finu pendcntpacula: grauc oientepapillar. 

Rcfpi- 
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Refpicias alium plantis , aluocj- Iconem , 
Orerefcrrelupuni,.commixtaq; (cmina crcdas , • 
Nccmonftra Herculeo quondan>fuperata laborc 
Mufarum lufus , jEuiqi inuenta putabis 
Antiqui ; ccrtis hic conftat fabula rebus. 
Tales tabifico religatus lumina fomno 
Semifera formas iubimaginc concipit ari^r , 
Dum visatra furit morbi , penitufij; medullis 
Funditurexuperans,actempora pafciturigni . 
At cuftos aditus , f umantiaq; oftia laxat 
Cerberus , ac turbam cognatam admittit amico 
Latratu , caudac], faucns, qua fulphur , & ingens 
Excwtitur fumus, tripliciq-, hiat horridusorc. 
Sic tandem vcntum ell in rcgia tcda ^ fuifq; 
Confcdcre locis , vbi nodis Redtoropacsc 
Concilioexceptus medio fupereminct omnes , 
Moftrum immane,ferox,quod tctrum exhalatodorcm, 
Ac trucibus fpirat feralcs lucibus ignes . 

Suntgemin^peftcsmiferi fubfornice regni , * 
Qua: cum principio tellurem , ac coerula Nerci 
Mobilibus pennis circumfluus ambijt acr , 
Infauftos ortuscocloduxere fereno, 
Aftraqjprb blandis habuerunt aurca cunis 
Nam cum pcnnatasacies , pubcmqj decoram 
Virtutisfpecieanteuolans lumineformx 
Ilic patcr (cclcrura diuinos vellcc honores , 
Has gcnuit natas , vi quarum ambiuit amic os 

Ilicet 
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IliceCy ac bcllum curbatis intulic aflris. 
Exin primamali labcsmorcalibusorca, 
Turpius & nihil eft Hercbo , auccruddius omni . 
Cornigcram ambabusfronccm , colubrilqi comancem, 
Quorum Icchifcrum promanat ab ore vcncnum, 
Au6lor habcre dedic primo mutacus abillo, 
Nec non serumna cumulauic pc(Iimus omni . 
Flamma vorax , fumoq; cadcm fuffufca maligno 
Cum magnoex oculis animarum horrorc corufcac, 
Toca crucis pauicat (pedando regia Dicis . 
Immanes humeros alarum carbala velant, 4 
JEc cencumgeminum fpiris finuola vclumcn ^ 
Cauda trahic , diramq, manus quacit horrida t^rdam ; 
Hac , & vulnifico morcalia corda flagello 
Pcrq,diesagicanc, pcrqi alcafiUntia nodlis, 
Nec datur vlla quics , animx dum labc £iihifcanc , 
Acq; ciurata a Superis pictacc rcbcllcnc . 
Altcra tota tumcns bipatenti prominet aluo , 
Centcrialqi manus:,cenienaq;bracchiaia6lac; 
Non aliud prifci excmplar tcnucrc Gigantes 
Aufi facrilcgis adoriri fydcra telis . 
Scilicct infana ftimulantc Iibidinc regni 
Ecccnucs vcotos , d:inancs pfcitur auras. 
Ac foror atcraftis mcmbris , macieq; pcrcfa 
Pallefcit, hchrymifq; pcrennibusargra fachifcic, 
Quippc alieni fuis deuota doloribus odic 
Gaudia , & cuentus deflct fcclcrara fecundos . 

Hxc 
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Haec colubriim fpiris , 6^ fanguiae veicKur.atro , 
Ac vix horrcnduii) patiuntur Tart^a monftrurn . > 
His comices fe fc agglomeraotcaligine mult? 
De llygia furix ,^^^9 iongam trahit vcraq^ turbam . 
ConlHtitantealia^, tum fic prior*illa locutac(l . 

Magnx Pacer,qu|emregna polo metuenda vercntur, 
A nteuolacq j loqo t^n ^iim fi}blin]iiqr ho^^is , ^ ^ ,^ ^^, ^ 
Maxima res incepra, mihi:> ^njfq^ {cquetur I 
Maximus, & fufis hoftilibus vna cateruis , :p?ii:,r!qqu2 
Qiyfcumaue Oceani tcrras cQraplje^iifjiir^ xquor, » t 
Noftris pblliceor dexcra hac adiungcre rebus . 
Verum agc,non mulcis molc hanc pauloalciiis omqqin 
Expedi^m , di<ita ncga t;u mittcrc in a^rcf . . . ^ 
Is me ^rac cundlis labor occupat, hoc mihi primungt, ; 
Semper opus (ncq,enim rerum iadabo mc^ruixi 
Nomina, nec dudtps humcrabo ex hofte triurapho^). ^ 
Vc nifi vi rapta fas clTec ab arce Tyrannum} 
Decurbarc, pacer qui non fuit omnibus arouus» 
Allcqucrcr , terras laiDcm ne iegc Cjiinecet , 
Necvocis,aonifqi hominum gaudcrecafi aras, ,^ \,. ^ 
Aut male moftalcm fpoliis dicarec Auerpi . 
Regnat adhuc ? rcgnct , vacuo fed folus Olympo . 
Noca loquor , nocum qualis concra agmina vindex 
Syderei exilij fuerim , claditqi yctufta: , \\ 
itterni quocies repararim praflia belli 1 
Inuidia pulfi poftquam, regnoque carcnces < y > 

jEtherij dygix colimus confinia ripae- 

G Ipfa 



4 

3 



^ IVD^i^HJE VrND. 

Ipfa quidem Bcli fimulacrum luminecalli , 
Qupd bonus cxcudi niueo de marmorc iuffit 
Filius ^afflid^pignus lachrymabilcmcntis , 
Effc dedi Numcn , populosqj hac labe furentes 
Mortali paffim diuina faccfferc iufsi . 
Nam quisquam locus cft vbi non"altaria Bch ? 
Cum vero nondum fatishoc, cauflqj mancrent 
Fraudibus adicci violentas infuper artes , 
Supplicijsq; adco gcrttcs ad ftcra cocgi 
Infanda . Aflyrium pepuli fic deniq; ilegem , 
Vndiqi colledis vtformidabilis armis 
Bcila fcrat , fanftofq; adytis fibi vcndicet igncs , 
Stcntcuiuis^ modo non fuperispri'donibusarf 
laniq; Afiarptocumbithumigens, Africa fupplcx 
Aflyrios orar lellus, pacemq; rcpofcit, 
Omnis dc attonitusgelida formidmemundus , 
Sacra viro inftituit ,tcmplisq; imponithonorci.. 
Gcns inimica tibi , primifq; infenfus ab annis 
Sanguishabet Solymain Pharia fligitiuus aboraj 
Hic aufus de morc hcfas negat omnia rcgi , 
Et ccnfum AlTyrijs, & rcdderc facra rccgfat, 
Prasclufitq; vias armis , nc qua agmina poffic 
Pcrfii vocarc ferox , & moEnia llernere flammis , 
Atquxvismanibus potiscft obfif^erc noftris? 
Bethuliam vix aggrcfTis obfidere Pcrfis , 
Ule fcrox populus terrsEContemptor , & Orci 
CcfTit inopsanimf , pofuitqj immania corda 
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Extemplo, tantusq,- timor , taota vrget cgcftas , 
Vt bcncfadlorum ftatuantdcfcifccrc Coelo 
Multorum immemores , vitxqjcupidinecapti . 
Ipfa nialum vanis ctiam terroribus auxi . 
Et iam dcditio, fummam quasampledituromncm, 
Imminet, ancipitem , genitor , tandera exue mentem .9 
NuUa mora eft , partes fequitur viiSloria nodras , 
Et debellato ifumabunt fanguine campi . 
Templorum in fummo noftrorum fornice opima ] 
Pendebunt fpolia , & gencri trada arma nctando . 
Tum vcro totus noftro fub iure iacebit 4 
Orbis, & in (lygias dcfccndet prarda lacunas , 
Ip(e Gubcrnator fuperumcontcntusOlympo^, .j* 
Debita, quop dudum nobis , ditionereccdet, 
Ncc rcgni vitcrius fincs protendct iniqui. t 
Promeritos cxjndc milii decernerc honorcs 
Eft, I^atcr alme, tuum , tua tal^s cxigit artes 
luftitia, immenfo veniant vt fumiija labori 
Pra^mia , quae fincrn bcllo impofuifTc percnni 
Perpetuoslatcpopulistcftenturinannos. ..j. 

Talia iadautcm iamdudum torua tuetur*:^ . 
Dira foror proprij ftiraulis agitata furoris ' 
Nec fimulare potcft , aut dir^ parccre voci ^ I 
Horridus cx oculis micat ignis , (i3^ atra dolorp < 
Viperci ( infendiimj reuomunt inccndiacriftes . 
Ncc mora , germanc-vix fadafilcntia foedac , 
Cum ruit in mcd;os implens clamorc feoatum j 

G X Impia 
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Impia perpetuaj trcmefada elt curia nod:is . 

Audacinr adcofidis , tcnieraria , lingua , 
Vt necji prarfenrcs rocios maiora mcrentcs ^ 
Ncc verearc patr^m? fed non ^unt prafmia vcrbis, 
Graodiaquxfruftra (pargisjdum diccrenemo 
Atirepatrcm t^bi (cdatonimisorefaUenrem 
Audet, turaturq; tuos rcuerentitifaftus*^-^ •* 
Efto y multa tua (letcrit vidtoria dextra , 
Marmoreum Beli fimulacrumluminecaffi 
Effc [)eum dederis, Belodiuina faceflant . 
Efto, Afiac procumfrat humi gens , Africa fupplcx 
Aflyrios adeat tclluS;, pacemcjj repofcat, 
Attonitu« magna trcpidet formidinc mandus^ 
Quin rcrum geftarum vham te fama (equatur , 
Nos refidcsanimxtutafcdeamusin vmbra. 
At frucre jatgaHdc partis^dum tc intcgerhoftis 
Ludificat, fc lcq, fuis agnofcit in aris . 
Hoc vcro egregiunl , (bcij , eft , hoc nobile faftum , 
Infcdi hxd|)rudcn5 dpcris quod pritmia pofcit . 
Quis ferat ? at Solywl-i fua me fenfcre priorcm 
Rcgna tam^ttqiiat^ife ; ac firmasocinacllcite vires. 
Miito^nafcentispri-mafuboriginc mundi , 
Quantum Qrlicolisturbauerit ocia, quantas 
Noftra manus , mouitq^ acics, ac prxlia fjuit . 
Sed quis ad iiHiidiam pcpulos conciuit , & vrbes 
Finitimas ? qux vis Arabas , & regna Moabi , 
Ammoniofq; truccs , Sc opimam armauit Idumea ? 

SciU- 
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Scilicec hinc ciues afflixi , acq*, oppida bellis» 

Indearas, legefq, rui, templiq; vecufti 

Alta diii vetui laqucaria furgere Ccelo 

( Nec longaf ambages , feriesqc anriqua dierum/ 

Ne qua manUs politis placaret (vdera donis . 

Non camen auc iaSo palmas , auc pr.Tmia pofco 

Geftis coc rcbUs . Scd cu miracula nobis, 

Diua,refer , tutuifll|^fede, dumfarmirtacfrptis 

llludensincaftraruic. Nondum hornda pcitis 

Fccerac vrgendifinem, liteftj; ferendi, 

Cum (brorofFenf^ impatienscaput afpera quaftac 

Anguineum, probroqj furic, nec fecapit,& iam 

Atria mngitu cerrecCocycia diro,' 

Nec fac conftanti refponfo curpiccr hifcic . 

Iftane cundlando valeam dcmitccre in aures ? 
Ifta pati ? 6 vbi fum ? quac me ceriec im'pia rn ndcm 
Terra , nec ignau^ , fi qiia eft magis ima , dehifcic ? 
Tu nc measimpunepucans, foediflima, voces 
Argueris? quid diflimulo?!am vincis Olympum 
( Proh pudor ) & nemo fc fc tibi laudibus a:quat . 
Quid fupereft ? iam fceptra patri? fublimia pofcc . 
Sed quid ego ? auc quo ce furiacarti nomine i?fi ? 
Non alicna peco , cua fint tibi, maxima vidlrix 
Regnorum , fatis ha^c dccon manus apra parando eft^ 
Quid laceras ? qu6 mc ipfa rapis ? fub Tartara moris 
Id nc cali ventofa noui ? num prxmia nulli 
Qu^ricis ? an cuiquam vcticum fua pofccrc iura ? 

Mc 
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Me folam (obicdas) feflatur gloria rerum. 
An dubitas ? quia ne aux^Iijs, fcgnifljma , veftris 
Indigco ? an quifquam , noftriquod muneris, impletJ 
Sed quid ego ? ad qux me pofthac non vlca refcruo ? ^ 
Quid faciant hoftes , noftri (i taha tentanf , 
Pcrmittitqj Pater ? mea mc his merita alta * fidesq; 
Muneribus cumulanc ? quid fi crudeiiter armis 
Militi^ verds vlolaftem foedera n^^x ? 
Non fat rupplicij caufas conftare videntur 
Improbitas fontis , nacxq; iniuria \x(x , 
Ncc veritam Patris ora nouos feuiffe labores 
Inuidiam , & turbalTe armis ciuilibus Orcum ? 
Scilicct cgregie memorat , quod focmina coeptis 
llludens in caftra ruit ; fibi nuntiet ifta , 
Si quid agit , mctuatq^ fuis conatibus ipfa , 
Gui fola audaci conftat fiducia lingua , ♦ 
Non vires , non arma valcnt : me nuUa timoris 
Defidiaarguerit , nec mentem fbmnianoftram 
Terrificant. Nonillamodumpofituraqucrelis ^ 
Sulphurcos fuerat iaculans e naribus ignes, 
Germanarq; nefas iam dextra vltrice piaftet ; 
Ni genitor vetet , ac dirimendas occupet iras : 
]amq;tonat. Qua? tanra animisinfania vcftris? 
An glomerare manum , pugnamq; ciere paratis ? 
Vfqueajdco veftra, audaces , de njente refugic 
Vis mea ? prxclarc vero certatis vtra:q; , 
Cum noua lydereusmolicur damna Tyrannus ; 

Hunc 
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Huncirac immites, formidariq; furores, 
Armaqi veftra petant, veftras in pra^lia pofcunt 
Altra manus j illic rebus fama inclyca magnis 
Profertur, veflrumq; illicfedec 6cdecus, &: gcns, 
Ac repetenda fuos expeftatregiaciues • 
Ipfe patercundis arquus . tu perfice coepta , 
Filia ; non incerta tibi tua dona manebunt . 
Foemina ,qua: vertrisilludere viiibus audet, 
Sentiat ^vltorem , quem fors fperauit amantem . 
Propterea feuas duc tecum in caftra foroies 
Ocyus, dc poenis adeo ne parce cruentis. 

H^c vbi,compellin rehtjuos , auditq; vicidim - 
Expendicq; memor', mentemqjperomnia verfat/ 
lamq; adeo cuniflis rcfponfum , miferat ipfe 
Concjlium Pater, ac foliofubmotusabibatj,» 
Cum rapidi fluerc , & fua quisq, ad cocpca reuerti . 
Quales -/toliolaxaticardine vcnti 
Multa vi rumpunt , fonat Eurus , & omnia turbat j 
Tcmpeftas nigro tcrrasobnubitamidlu. 
Vifccribus feu cum claud telluris opacx 
Exiliuntflatus, trepidant fola territamotu. 
Tales de ftygia picei ferruginc fratres 
Inuafcre diem rursiis , pcrcufTa maligno , 
PalluitafpeiSu refo^is lux aureabigis . 
i-micat, & fignurh Perds crudclis rtrynnis 
Jntonat, nttonit^ refponfaiit vndi^; valles, 
Tailaqi tabifico latc 4()ca fulphure tumant , 
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Tum vcro luditha gradum de rupe fcrebat 
Senfit iter Dira Ifacidis, rufpc6baqi vidit 
Lumina, & inlolitum picti velamen amiclus j 
Nec certumeft animis, quofoemioa pergat ad hoftcs 
Confiho , blandanc Duccm lenire loqucla , 
Et fpccic , vt parcat claufis , vtq^ auferat arma , 
An malit fraudes ferere , & premcrc artibus hort;em . 
Hiscommota fuper, fi quacft , occurrerecladj 
Apparat , U dubiam manibus pr.^uertcrc faroam . 

Forte fcnex crat in caftris Babylonius Hormus ) 
Vrfacides Perfas , viftriciaqj arma fccutus , 
Egrcgiamq; Ducipatriaseffufusinarrcs | 
Impcndens op^raffi^r,(c.^ler^fp 
Quandoquidcm manfes i}!i parcre feruntur * 3 
Tartarei , vcrbisqi a,cciti^ triftibus Orcus M 
Pergcrc , nec iuflus cupido Yelponfa negare . m 
Huius carminibus tellus immota moueri jl 
Vifa fuit , vifas media (ub luce tencbrsc ■ 
OfFundi Coc lo , dcfccndere ab irthcrc Luna , 
Et defunda modis attoUicorpora miris 
De tumulo , cogiq-> audire , ac rcddcre voces , 
Quinctiam facris magicis efFoIsa fcpulchris 
OfTa dicans , atroqi infcribens nomina plumbo 
Dijs animas nigri palllm damnabat Auerni , 
Inuiftisq; hominiMT^ mifcrorum attadlaycnenis 
Corpora ( proh facinus ) crudcli morte necabat. 
Dira fibi hunc focium rebus delcgit agendis . 

Con- 
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Continuo colubros, ac turpes occulit alas» 
Luminibusqj trucem furialibus amouct igncm > 

Crifpatasqi niuescapiii adijcit , infuper atro 
Promiflam menco barbam , rugofaqj duri 

InduicQralcnis, qualispatcr Vrficusolim, 
Cumq^ foporifcram noclu pcr mcmbra quictcm 
Mitccret Vriacides cura femotus ab omni , 
Hunc fof da in lomnis Dca patris imaginc ludic , 
Aggrediturqi virum • Placido indulgesnb fopori^ 
lam non nate mjhi ? aec mcntem cura tuarura 
Vlla fubic rcrum? non lic , no.i hoftis incrtes 
Soluiturmfomnos,6c &da immania tentat. 
Quid pro te tantas operum mcimpcnderecuras 
Profuit ?ac trcmulis (ignantem peruia plantis 
Conatus docuifle meos ? (i rcbus in afpris 
Debucras ftrato fegnis rcquicfcere moUi , 
Nec Diuum laltem fupplex refponG rogare } 
Quin furgc , Abdandiq; ccler narrare memento, 
Quae commifla mibi faiorum arcana iucrc y 
lllc quidem fperet fauftos cx ordine rerum 
Eucntu^ , vidas vrbcs , & regna (ubadla > 
Nctamen Hebra^i gencris (ccredatadultcr 
.Scorto, quodblandaiam lam (ubit oftia forma, 
Suppliciumqj adeo fcejerato c fanguine fumat, 
Haud fauftum molitur opus. fic fat^ iaccnti 
Imphcuithirias cpnieaam vifcera txda . 
Ule manu nuus cumpleai , ac lungcrc dcxtram 

H Nc- 
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Nequicquam , palmas fimulacrum clufit inanc , 
Eripuitq; oculis fc (e os exuca fenilc 
Dira , & natiuis inccflit pallida monftris . 
Atfcnior trcpidofimilis,limilisq;furenti 
Excutitur fomno , & fugicntcm cft voce fccutus. 

O tu quaecumq^ cs fiiriaruni ab fcdc fororum 
Quar vcnis, ac tantis agiias prwTcordia flammis 
(Nam ncq; te fandos mancs , vmbramqi Parcntis 
Crcdidcrim, nofco inccflum, no(coora, comasq;) 
Da vcniam, & mifcrcrc anirai , Dea , numinc prcfTi : 
Aggredior . ncc plura refcrt , ftratumq; rclinquit . 

Eccc autem vix cx oculis cuafit Erynnis , 
Cum focdis fubitococptis occurrit Aucrni 
Inclytus , astherijs Michaci qui prxfidet armis , 
Tartarei vindcx {cclcris ; quippe cxpuht alco 
Aligcrum infenfum Rcgi , turbamq; fequentem 
Primus, & Infernasohm dctrufitad vmbras . 
Poft immanc ncfas oditq; agitatq; rcbclic&. 
Ipfe latus niucum iorica fultus ahcna 
Auriferis galcam confundiccrintbus auream > 
Ac tcretcm quaffansfumma vi fcruidus haftam 
Infcrtat ixuam clypco , quo protegit orbem , 
Et vi dc ftygia , & furialibus aflerit aufis . 
Talibus cAuIgcns voluccr bcllaior in armis> 
Quac fabcr afthcrcis olim fudata caminis 
Fecerat omnipotens,pueroqi aptarat habenda^ 
Labitur in terras y rutila? venienti$ ab oxc 

Scitt* 
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Scintillce abfiftunc , danc acria lumina flammas. 
Ipfa fub obfcuram difFundunt aurca nodem 
Remigiaalarum , medijq; c nubibus igncs 
Praeucncredicm . Solemdcceptaputauic 
Terra citos adeo mirata relurgcre currus , 
Et luccm amplexa cft. Poftquam ad tentoria ventum^ 
Conftitic adnixus pennis , contraq; ferocem 
Ditigcnam abrumpit vocem , horrendumq; minatur . 

Ecquando acccptam fuperis contundcrc gcntcm 
Abfiftcsfcelcrata lucs ? quo fincquicfcenc 
Ifacidum lachrymar?nondum pigethorrida tela 
Irntarc Poli , & fac nota laceflerc caftra i 
Nunctibi quxdicam, rerum quieiufleritaudlor,* 
Accipe , &: impcrijs parerc alTucfcc fupernis . ^ 
Non vobis dias habicandas iuminisoras 
Rcxdeditomhipotens, atq;huicdominarier Orbi i 

Sed ccecas iongc (cdes ^ Sc rcgna profunda 

Sub tcrra ] piccos amncs^ igncmq; dicauic ; 

II liic carpe viam , liccac Heuirc per illos , 

Ec duro fontos jiiimas vrgerc nagello ^ > 
Sic validaincrepitans trepidantcm vcrberat hafta \ 

Infequiturq; frcmcns ; volac ilia per acra latum > 

Horrendumq, vlulat tuin magno viSa dolorc 

Nigrum cartarcis fubito caput abdit in vmbris . 

Sic vbi pcr no6lem tacitus prjrfepia circum tf 

It lupas infidias tencro mcditatus ouili , 

Si cuftos ftratoexiUat , tclifq; minctur 

H % Atrc- 
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Arreptis, fugit illcceler , fcrtqj irrita vota 
Ivlultadolcns, nptifq; procul Te conditin antris, 
f.(l ]acushorribilis,valcaqi voraginc vortcx 
Palmifera^ ad fincs latc porredus Idumes, 
Cuius inaccefla cft ratibus via , nec natat arcjuor , 
Sulphurcamexhalat ncc non grauis vnda mcphytirav 
Hucf ma cft coclo , crimen qu2cturpe piarent, 
Accenfas cecidiffc taccs , & funditus vjbes , 
Quas rcgio latc (uperis auerfa tenebat, 
V nifle , ac ciucs faorrendis imbribus atr« 
DemififlTc neci , cum l^ta fcracibus aruis 
Antc forcf,vultuqi oculos ladtaret amoeno. 
Ex illo tabcs , & lurida fquallct imago , 
ft cinerum ccftis locus eft , ignifqi fepulcusi 
Atq; acrcircumcaligmq triliiSQpacat 
Hac via pcrdcnfam patct atra in regna piludcm ; 
Hancadit infandum fugicnsin Tartara monftrum^ 
Pone fubit Michacl , qui poftquam in fornice pcndcns 
Veftjbulu:ii infclix infenfa lucc flagellat , 
Corn pucrc fu g j m m tetras cx tcrrit a fy luas 
Agmina, nec lumencGtlefteafflata tulcrc. 
Non lecusacria: fpccubus fucuerecolumbaf » 
AucPandionix volutrescaputabdcrccoEcis, 
Cumtimidumcx alto fuluus leuisalcsin^gmcn 
Inuchitur . Sed milcs adhuc hscc inconocorc 

At vcftrum ncmo ex numero muhebribus orfi$ 
Obfiftat 9 ft ygi) > niWobis rcftat inaufum i 

Quod 
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Quc}d premac Hebra^os , dc auitas eruat aras i 
Scd nulli fas , ipfe viam Deus obice claudit . 
Num fpcs audaci , num fit fiducia cordi 
Hoc prohiberc Deo ? dabitis , fi tcmnere iufTa 
Audcat ha:c aliquis , dabicis , fera pe6lora,pacnas. 

His didis perculfi animi , totusqi remugic 
Orcus, dcobfcocuae domitor labat ipfccauernac. 
Ncc vuhus audct mocftos attollerc coram 
A flagris , probroq, recens Cica pcincipe noftis 
Dira , fcd mclaufas pcDitiisfugitimalacebras . 
At Michael puro volucer fc reddit Olympo , 

Interea par^rc Hercbo fatagebac Harulpex , 
Caufacusq; graues cafus, & iuffa Dcorum 
I Couuenic Abdaridem i lomno qui forcc folucus 
Proxima prarteriti medicacur pxobra diei/ . j?. 
Etquofaxa modofupcrct»;£iapraq; pocirl. l^j 
Vrbe queat , certis abolerc & dcdccus armis. 
Talia volucnti Cocytius adftitit Horraus. 
At dum ludithara ttK)hiur crimcn in ipGtnor^,, j. .6 
Vcrtituros, contraqucfonatrautacaloquela, . A 
QuippcDcusracntcmdipciit,rapidiqueitulpiutit T 
Monftranoti', lcthaca doldsabtorbuicvndar 
Et nouus illufitBalaamus Pcrfidis arrais « 
I Aggrcditur.?! Ttt nc Ailyiium fbrtiilonc Dudor , 
j lamdubitesi ijuodnon fperas, libimilitat boftisj id. 
Eccceritantepedesiamiam fugitiua ViragD,' '^' ^ "f 
Qua ncc confilio mclior , nec lumine (oxvrx t 

Qux 
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Qua^bellioftcndatfincni; vidi ora Deorum ' 
Talia prodencum , vocemqj his auribus haufi • 
Tu parcc, atq; animam ferua virtutis amantem 

Hxc vbi percepit Princeps , fcntcntia verfa cft j 
Oppericnfq; auide profugam , complcditur Hormbm. 
Ergo agc (iic contra retulit ) faucamus amicx , 
Ec quo nos prarfcrt rcgis fortuna (equamur . 

Hormus vt abfcellit , rcputans , quxacceperat Orco 
Mandatain fomnis , &quam contraria fatus , 
Horrefcir, ftupefadanouus per vifceraterror 
Ingreditur , iam iamqj amcns , ac turbidus h«rct, 
In&ndisqi agiturcuris jHcrebumq^ Polumq; 
Incufatjlcqi ipfcfuoprocricnincdamnao, : 
lamq; apaic rcuocarc gradum , £>c diucrfa rcfercc; 
Scd trepidat , vis maior adcft^ inania vozx 
Opprimit , auditx yoccs fdamore futcntis 
Horribili , nodisq; Infcrna^ monftra rogantis, 
Quid faciat , qua fufcipiat fcclus artc piandum ^ 
Sed rcfpcrafa negani:, nuHiqroracula promurit 
Acciti majics ; dubitacnura pedora fefra>6 , ?(. , 
Tranfigat jf&turpiidifn^mpatftamina vit«;f 1 ^^qqu p 
Spcs prohibet , contfaq; lioftesacccnfe cupido . 
Ergo illc c caftrisiy& magniliminc Valliil- 
Effugit y fclongc taciti^ (c fe abdic in«antris , 
Si qui forcc vum iawchi^iqua Tartira piacet^ 
Ira , pudorqp^itiniv viftaJqrinfania mcntis . 

£cGeau{Qiir/Gcbl^£cic;rclbr^bacIa^^ • 
') iEmu- 
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J£muh luditha? nitidis Aurora capillis , 
Floribus & latc Ccclum fpargebat Eois , i 
Tum vero maior crebrefcit famaper vrbcm ^ 
Illius egreffum memorans , atq; excitat omncs ; 
Ante alios pafTis pcr cburnca colla capillis 
Ivlixtx virginibus nuptxcum mollibus ibant 
Orantcs veniam, Regcmqjin votavocantc$ 
Sydcreum . Ne fumme Pater , ne defere tantis > 
Ancillam infignem donis , SLt^ annue ccepto ; m f 
Placa iras , cohibe arma feri pKcdonis , & ipfum . 
Hoc auertc folo . quo te pulcnerrima , quo te 
Proripis , heu noftrs decus , & fpes vnica gentis > 
Sic paflim auditur ; moercnt , fpcrantq) vicifsim, 
Inftaurantqidiem votis, pacemq; precantur . 

Parre aha impacicns , monitisq; intentus amid ^ 
Accr Holophcrnesmagnos e dicibus artus 
Extulerat ftratis, humerosqj inclufcrat auro. 
Conueniunt primi proccrum , belliqj magiftri 
Mille falutantcs , & regia iulTa petentcs , 
Mcenia vt inuadant , a^quat iam machina muros . 
lllcmorasdidlisfcrit^&fuadccipitarma, .j^ 

At filicem ludith finuofum cmenfii fub ipfum " 
Lsta propinquabat Vallum , portafq; tcnebat, 
Cum gemini occurrunt, prohibentqj a limine greflum 
Exploratorcs hafta,clypeoq; corufci , 
N cc fubito facilcs ; oculos ferit ^neus vmbo . 
Ifluadunt . Cohibctcpcdcm ; quibus itis ab oris ? 

Quod 
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Quod veftrum eft iter } iWx nil fcrmonc moueri , 
Necreuocaregradum, ludiihaq; raliareddit. 
Vos vero nulla , b iuuenes ? fortatsciatigct 
Sufpicio, quantumeft animi muliebriy, amica? 
Adfumus , 6c fauftaiAflyrix damusqmlnaigenti. 
Bethuliahiic grefTum tuhmusrcgione viarum 
Ambigua, 6ccoecate6ta:cahginenodisj 
Quandoquidem haud<Jubia? cladisformidine caprr, 
Dum vefter Dux ingcnti quatitoppidabello , 
Hasvltr6induimu$iiientcs,&)cocpimiflsvltro.i ' 
Maturare fiigam , & malc fauflaexcedeireterra 
Vos , precor , cfte duccs , dominoqi adTnittite vcftroi 
Vt res llacidum fummas ,:arcanaq; difcat 
Con(ilia , & nodras veniat fublimisin arces. 

Immo nihil domino poteratfucccdcrc noftro 
( Excipiunt illi ) fclicius , 6 Dca certc , 
Nam ncq;mortalis credenda es fanguinis vna, 
Ncc dccuit talcm flammis ardcre futuris , 
Non tamen ofHcio concedet noaximus ille , 

Nec tibi pro meritisnon grandia dona rependet- 
Tu vero ingredere , & nobis duccntibus audc . 

• Talibus effati fe feintra caftra ferebant. 
Poftquam progrefli , & cuncos delatus in omnes 
Rumor ijt , calidis ardefcuntpediora curis 
Continuo , iam , iamq; volat captiua muentus . 
Sicutnodtifugi, manifeftu lumine quaie.1 



Flammea pcr patulam monftrauit ticda &ne/}rain , 
l Agglo- 
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Agglomerant 1« fc culices , circumq; fupraq;: 
Agmen amorc nouo fcmiuftis conuolat alis, 
Nec prius abfiftunt, quam vifior puuiat ignis 
Exitio amentcs , habcantqi in lucc fcpulchruui,^ 
Nott fecus ad monftruni pubcs pcritura ruebac^ 
In^; percgrma pafcebat luminaforma» 
Accelerat vincenscuras , & vota iuuentx 
luditha ad magni grcflum praftoria Rcgis , 
Aurea qux centum mcdijs retinacula caftris 
Surgere dant CoeIo, & caput intcr condere nube^* 
Antc forcs cly pci pendcnt , haftarq; trabales , 
Et lcucs galeas , & grandia fcuta rcchnant . 
At locqs interior radiabat imagine rcgum 
Clarorum bello, Aflyriaditioncpotentum, 
Queis adeo tului (aturabat plurimusauri 
Purpuream nimbus chlamydcm , latcq; flucbat . 
lamq; in confpedum procerum , fupremaq, vcntum 
Concilia , Abdaridw s vbi (cde innixus cburna 
Oppcriens bclli in fpccicm dc rcbus agebat . 
Ule quidem Aflyrijs opibus , luxuqi fuperbus 
Barbarico ardentcs rcferebat luminc flammas ; 
Aureuscft humero thorax Jatcri aureus cnfis, 
Cocruleamqi auro laenam variante hyacinthus 
Difcolor itfupra, fummo quempedorc diucs 
Fibulancttebat, glomeratisvndiqi vittis 
Ardua multipliccs onerabant tempora gemmar^ ''^''^ 
Vt vidit , perijt , fpecicq; viraginis amcns 

1 In 
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In fola hxrcbat , mifcruiiiqj bibebat amorcm , 
Natiuasq; mali lcnibat nefcius iras , 
Obftupuit tanto afpcdu manus aurca circum 
Magnanimum bcroum , totis^ haufcre meduUis 
llluuicm j neciam diroconuellcrc bello 
Regna placct , quar talis alant fpeftacula formx, 
Ncc ^ecora his aiunt faftis seterna parari . 
Exuitur pugnxiamdudum accenfa cupido^ 
Dux varijs agitui* curis , anccpsqj fathifcit . 
luditha, vt tantaciim raaieftatc fcdentem 
Afpexit Perfam , (olioqj infigne corufco 
Circumf ufum in gens hnuofo tcgmine vclum , 
Palluit afpedum vcrita , & pudor indc fecutus , 
Prona^i dccunibcns in morem gcntisadorat . 
Ille vetat , turba accurit , tcrraq; lacentem 
lufla leuat, Dudorq, prior compellat amicc . 

i^imubi,quarcumqjcs, trepida, pulchernma Virgo> 
Fas omnera cx animo curamdeponcre, noftra 
Te non arma petunt , ncc ni (umus hoftibus hoftcs • 
Verum agc, quar miferos dcmens fiducia ciues 
Nuncalii;? 6c qux fpcs confirmat inania vora > 
Orbis dum noftro totus fub verbcrc languct ? 
Numcn cnim tcftormagniveacrabile Kegis,' 
Qui nos fiiccellu dat lubdcre regna lecundo , 
Inuitum mc inferrcvirislachrymabile bcllum , 
Ncc mihi mortaU faturantur fanguine faucesi 
Quod nirefponfis acuiffcnc turpibusiras , 

. Ni 
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Ni patrios contri firmaflfent militc muros, 
Nec tuba , nec trepidx violarent ocia curae, 
Caufa mali veftra cft. Sed quac fentencia tandem 
Altricfem liquiflc domum , patriofqi pcnates 
^mpulit ?eftare , ac venicndi cdiflTerecaufas . 
Dixerac \ illa oculos tollens pudibunda decoros 
Facunda in dulccs folucbat labra loquelas . 

Magnanime Aftyriiim Dudor , (pcs maxima reru , 
Haud minus exuperans animos vircucis amore , 
Quam loca vi belli , & fempcr victricibus armis . 
Adcedcferca , &:patrfjsa moenibusexul 
Fcemina confiigio fupplcx , oro^ialutem \ 
Nc rcnuas , haud fama Jeuis fuccurrcrc vidlis , 
Nec force infonces animasfcrualle pigebic, 
Certe ha:c fpes placito patriam mucarc cocgit 
Exiliojdulcemqidomum, & genus omne mcorum . 
Qu3: si ferrc lubes, fadiqi agnofccrc caufas 
Tc iuuac , expediamjpopuliq; arcanarecludam, 
Nam nihil immericb iam mc debere fatcbor . 

Vt primum noftris exercitus appulit oris 
Aflyrius, vidiqi locumobfidioncTcneri , 
Multa fugam (ubnoftedomo fuafere reli£la 
Moliri , & furtim mifera deccdere tcrra ; 
Id vcro in primis , quod tela Tcbellia dcxtra 
Stringimus , & iufto regi parerc negamus \ 
Hxc loca nam rcgum Aflyria: vircute priorum 
Capca bono nunc iure nouus fibi vcndicat hceres ; 

i \ 2. Sci- 
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Sciliccc excmplis tcftatur pluribus orbis 
luftitiam iniufto vinci ncfcireducllo, 
Taliaqi nggreflas fenipcr fuccumbcrc gcnics . 

Mc quoq; non latuit , fagiendiqi auxit amorem, 
Qui numcrusCaeli ftellas , roaris ^quac arcnas 
Bcllantum > & moles , & ouantcs puluere currus , 
Caftraq; militia: vel formidanda magiftris 
Bclions y & fratri > verax fi faraa fuiilet i 
Tuq; prior , cuius nutu , aufpicijlq; vocata 
Obfequio plaudcns mira Yiftoria paret . 
Norunt percufli reges , 6c regna fubadla y 
Agminaq; in pra:ceps coUatis tradita fignis . 
lamq; adco Aurorx > iam vincla tcpcntibus Auftris 
Iniedlas ; tuaDij uaribus fenfere ruinis 
AxmZy ncceuernscundlatur luppitcraris.. 
Nos autem genus exiguum , nullius & vfus , 
Militiamq; patiindociles , & incrtiacorda. 

Vcrum quod fuperat, quodq; eft impenfius arquum 
Confilio amplcdi , gcminatOx in corde timorem I 
Crimina funt huius populi , icelcrataqi vitar 
Pra? cundis ratio fcclis , quam certa fcquetur 
Pccna modo , fruftraq; pctunc ab Numinepaccm 
Ncc fi telluri illudunt, Cixleftia fallunt. 
Nam velut ille Deus , cui ncftra altaria fiimant 
Defcndit , cum rcdta fuit fententia , patres , 
Ac ficcis duxit fufpcnfa pei acquora plantis 3^ 
5oIq; pedcm tenuit mortali iuuus ab orc i 
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Dcgeneri fic ipfc frequcn&dc fanguinc fumpfit 
Supplicium ( YO&AfTyrij parsmaxima poencc) 
Cumdolus cripuit mentem 5 & malcfuada libido , 
Iftaq; viridici cecinerunc omnta vaxcs . 
lamqj vides, quo res dud? » pcnuria quando 
Nos ingens premit , & potumneaat arida tellus , 
Pr^lentcmqi necem manifcfta in lucc tuentur . 
Ne veroauerfe gentis commifTa require j 
Num quemquaralateant ? ex vno tu tamen aufu 
Difire gcous y nam concilio pauloantc coafto 
Hos intermotus bcUi ftituere lebetes 
Rcll i gionc facros , quos attrcilarc profano 
Haud vlli tas cft vfu , atquc aucrtere tcmplo ^ 
Sacrilega violare manu , raptoq; potiri \ 

Nec (andlas leges , diuinaqi temnere iura 
Horrcfcunt > impunb Dcus num talia cernat ? 
Hx dubios potuere animos acccndere caufc , 

Inuifam vt fupcris optarcra linqucre gcntcm . 

Ma^na feram , fcd vcra ; Dcus , Deus ipfe putanti 

Ad^uic, acfcnfim flimulos admouit acutos, 

Ipfanec incertisfulferunt fydcra fignis>. 

Parui y & obfcura demiim fub no£te profugi ^ 

Ac multa fimulans cuftodes arte fcfclli . 

Scilicct ille mihi fcmpcr Dcus , illius vsq; 

Numina magna colam , lachry misq; in vota vocabo; 

Si tamcn in valiem tacita dcfcenderenoae 

Annucris , prccibusq^ dabis diuinitus arqux 

Vcfti- 
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Veftigarc diem pugnap , cladifqj (umix . 
Ipfa tibi demum diuina oracula pandam , 
VtSolymis nullo potiaris fanguine regnis . 
Ncu didtis auerte fidem , vidoria quando 
Spondctar (ine cxde viriim , me mc xtheris alti 
( Rurfus enim rcpno , atq; vltricia fydcra teftor ) 
Ipfe Patcr mifit vdc iuftas arfit in iras, 
Sic adeo poenas fcelcrata.c ftirpe repofcit . 

Taliacommemorans regem lenibatamorc. 
Obftupuit^ faufcoqvcxccpit murmurc coetus . 
Sic res aflcnfu meliorum cft crcdira vulgo 
Vnius ingcnio , facundaq; arte puclLT . 
Atcocco Abdaridcs iampridemcaptusab igni, 
Oquatum huic(addit)memoras quem,Virgo,Dcorum, 
lllcloci vel fit gcmus, vcIabiEthcreNumen , 
Pro fpccic oblata, prorcbus ritc rctedlis 
Dcbemus,tantJs fas dona rependcre donis , 
Oblequicur qurbus ilk Deo , cui ponimus aras • 
Tu quoqipro meritis dcxrradicabere noftra . 
Intcrea c caftris liceat vcftigia in omnes 
Ferre locos , no£kiq; Deum rcgionis adire ; 
Ncc quifquamaudebit ,quando h;rccft noftra volutai, 
Aut prohibere iccr, auc gradicndi pofcerccaufas . 

Sic fatus laqaeis fcii^ milcr in^plicat vlcro , 
Immcmor, ingenio quid fii^mina po(sit > & ore ; 
Tantaamor humanas hcberat caligine mcntcs . 
Extcmplo famulum numero dt lcgit ab omni 

. ' ; Scmi- 
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Scmiuiriim Bagoara , quemtellushumid4 Nilo j 
Edidic,ac fidum nurui dcdiccfleminiftrum, 
Defignatq; locum reais, vbi fciljcet hauftu 
Neftareo , ac xnenfa' dapjbus ve^catur henUs. 
Non camen affenfit pcrcgrinis Ifacis cfcis , 
Quamuis inftarcnt contra Duilorqi pacrcfcj, , 
Rclhgionc fua quas , & prorcbus agcndis 
Attrcftare nefas j patria fccx vrbe cuhfTc, 

Quaefateruat, neqi dcficiencabfumpca ,priufquam 
Imponac rcbus diujno muncrc fincm. 

Ncc fata vhcrius Bagoam fcdacur in a:dcs. 
Eft locus edudum Coelo penctrale corufco , 
Caftrorum fpacio in mcdio j quo Perfica gaza 
Tuco afleruari fucrat ; fcripciqi calcnca 
Argenti, acqucauri(bclh visfumma) latebanc 
Huc cciamcra<a« cxuuiar , capciuaqs vcftis, 
Quodq; pcr cuetfiis rapuerunc ditius vrbcs . 
Intrant lfacidcs,h«iUisrcgiate(aum , 

Hic oblaca nouam fubico rcs mira falutis 
Spcm dcdit , & vifa c(t ktum promittcrc finem \ 
Namdumrcgificis penccrahbus omnia luftrac 
luditha, orpatu in vario , acq; tapccibus aurcis, 
Scu cafuaccidcric, fcuCoeh numinc, pidlae 
Ificidum fortcs, &: pulchia apparuic Hcftcr . 
TunciIJiardcnci per vulcum, 5c noca cucnci 
LarciriacfFuf<^ lachrym.T , & quisnam lccus , inquit, 
Hoftibus & medijs n oftris vacac Abra triumphis , 

Spc- 
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Spcrcraus, non fruftraoculis ha:c reddita noftris. 
Sic loquitur , pidifqi animum fucccfsibus cxplec \ 
Namcji tucbatur , qua Rcx oricntis opimi 
Rcginae aufcrrct foeptrum parcrc neganti y 
Atria formofisquadudis vndiqiRcgi 
Virginibus flucrcnt , 6ctantum vincerct Heftcr 
^quseuas iam lc6la viro , iam rcgia coniux , 
Quantum Luna faccs pcr noftcm plena minorcs, 
Partcaliainfanisodijsaccenfus, & ira • 
Sseuit Aman 3 tempusqi nccis fortitur iniqux 
Abrami in fcmen, captiuaq; perdcre ferro 
Colla iubct , penitusq; genus dclerc fuperftcs • 
Stant armis Pcrfac accindi , lux imminct atrox . 
Infomncm interea noftem Rcx magnus agebat , 
Annalcsq^ lcgi , & rerum monumenta rcuolui , 
Ornariq,- virum Hebrsa dc gcntc iubebat , 
Qui coniuratar deprcndit fcedcra noxx . 
lUc iofpcrato vi(Otot fplendorc potitus 
Rcgius ibat equo moercnti dudus ab hofte, 
Purpurcusqi (uper gemmis radiabat , & auro. 
At Rcginafuis mctuens moeftiflima Regcm 
Lenibat , fupplcxq; pcdes amplexa tenebat . 
Has te ego pcr lachrymas oro, per li qua falutis 
Cura mextangit , coniux , mifcrcrc dolorum , 
Parce meo gcneri , fedet ia penctralibus hoftis , 
Ad lethumq; rapit , meq^ iplam in funera pofcic 
Nil vcritusthalamos : in te committcre tantum 

Quid 
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Quid mifep.^ quid cgapotui iPto lalibus krd^ - 
Rcgnator, ncqi fppplicium differtur Amancj - :0 
llle pati, ironKrito capitiquod triftc paraiate ^ 
Ifacidacin Pcrfas vlti mucrone rucbanc, fioUiJv'*^ 

Hoccrgqin tcilo rcbusdeuota gcreudi^, ^ 
Perfiea lccwcas dum.captaot agmioa foEinoe^jiioiuuM 
Euigilarisignem fopitum Hcbrra ciebari' ; - 
Atqi abiens liquido luftrabatilumine corpu» ^ V 
Pronaqi fuppjjcjbu^ vCtolambibatjOJjimputtft iv^^^ 
Me rege , (ummcPatcr , Cuius pro;l;|iidc pacifcpnJnl 
Hoc pTaCqJCic^piit i cgc^gium deiicadc:Iabaiicm-v - ^^^"^ 
Ne pudoraaciHg OiatQCl^ imyilsarcuoruOTirfridx: uii.rjoD 
Natpjqjndfii das tincm^miferos qLio.tcmpot^c {oluiW>^ 

Hxc clF^rtdcbftt Uci^ryiQaiJS vtriftcjqjf^oiwftpi^i^ 
./Erumnas animarecolcns ,^mdHtfEraaqiMhV)b mtO 
Daulias, vt nidq peijnicibus auia pcnnis . : T>:iJcDnl 
Auolat , & napi^i pr«fcntes quarricaii cftasjq mx.idub 
Hos folos apjn>o volmt, mctuitq; relidis ; f oG muT 

Aft vbi fat prccibusiiictq;Uiatqiiin cafirareijcrti^- ^ 
Tcmpus cratj^eUifqj ccjlor fub IuccTcdifaaci.7tnnr.o5 
Condcbatfcfcin^eilisyacfedcxemota . ur.M 
Dum nox atra polo.ru^^j^ic^r^rirasqiftenerct. i^iinuM 
TumCcrcrem, &:dii^rxe3ipedicnsobfoniacocnff 3 
Pauluminftaurabat vircsjfomnoqifouebat. 4 
Non tameq,atsaj£li^^^f^^ pQlkca profenil 'picbaldO 
lurapudicitia: foluit, vttucrefupcrfiic. le^iijii ' J 
Virtutcs j^S^Qf^j^ jDQ^^^^^^ljcujta^us 

-VI ^ 



74 r V D I TH JL VTNO. 

Famacft.Aligcrum , Coeli genus , addifus ip(i 
Qai fucrat cullos nitcnti matris ab aluo, t ^- j 
Cum primumgrcfTus luditha in callra tetcndit^M 
£x adytis longe a^ternis , vbi Martia gaza 
Militiae in magnos coeleftis conditur vfus , - -«^ ^ 
Mucron^tn ingniuomum rctuliflc ,acieq-,timendum 
Fulminea ; hoc dcxtram valido muniminc foltus 
Veneratjk & lateri folers adftabat amico , 
Ncqui vimniucb poflein^infetrcpudori 
Interea, magnisq-, ( nefas ^illudefectfpdsv- . - 
Veftibulum arcanus teauit tirnor , ipfa^-caflb 
Conatu abftinuit retro conuerfa iuuentus. • j 
Fors idem hic illc cft gladius, quem miles Olympi 
Diftrinxit prima nafccntis origirtc Mundi , 
Cum doftus verfarc cfolos fatana (erpefis'*' ' 
Jncauta^ fuafit matri decerpere poma , 
Et dubiam pcpulit mentcm , foluitcjs-timorcm. 
Tum Deus obferuans vna pcccaflemaritum 
ContinM6iuflitgemii>os.abfifterefeptis 
Fortunatonim ncmorumjforibus^J beiftis 
Maturare ftigam,manfuraq; oftia le^a 
Munijt i hQrrcfcuntfcabra j:lrt>igin« pQftcs j 
Et tacitxtorpentefFoctoirardine valu^. ' 
Hic quoq;flammiferum crifpans ftetit Aligcr cn(em 
Obfeditq; forcfc , ^ nulli dcindc tttei5Wl<Junfi 
Interclufit iter . La^fo pro cofticc tcrras • 
Etmors , ficlegio tenet importuna malorum, ^ 
Prima^p peiores luinnus commifla Nepotcs. 
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jiNTEREA Ephrasmus SoIytnasetniC- 
i.iusadarccs 
Cundandi impatiens inimicumcua- 
(cracagmen. .1 
Nuncagiy Bcthuhr qiiWnam fur- 



-iiinif/i 



gcntis origo > 
Quiquc ftatu^jVifcs^; forcnt , cum Pcrfidis artnis 
Tcmpcftatc illa vallauit Barbarus vtbcm , 
Diua rcfer , qua dcindepedem regione locorum 
Dctuhc , in^, alta? peruenit fcpta Syonis 
Nuntius Ozix fadlurus iufla y rcciudc. 

Arboreis patetalta iugis , atq; vbcrc aquarum 
Lsta Pala:ftino tcllus pulcherrima regno , 
Qux cultu pecorom pingui , & cercalibus arujs 
Oppida ccnturti aiit . llacidx colucrc frcquemcs l 
Et famam dederunt . GaliUam nomine dicunt . 
Qua celfos toHunt humcros , ccclo^; miisaacur 
Ceruice acria montcs , & rupibus horrct 
Saltus inacccffis, & planis imminet ampiis, 
Chananioarmipotens de fanguinc Bethaiius olim 
Vcrticedelcaofundauit dcfupcr vrbcm , 
Bcthuiiamqvfuo dici de nomineiuflit; 
Qui ppclocofidcns , trucibus dum perfonat armis 

K 1 cir- 
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Huc aaucxit opes , fedemqi a limine primo 

Tranftulit , 8c reg.^.^«iii£cKuJMito • 
At pollquam Agypti dura ditiQae loluto 

Reftaq; barbaricas diuinitilfraxioia cateruas 
Eudcrei atcjiiaECcs latc obtinuerefupcrbas , 
HxQ Ephra:migenis tcllus habitanda colonis i^' *>^i 
Qbtigit^iUiauc^ai p^ri^rc&^ anni 
Firmauere minis muroruraiactprribus^Ycli 
DudliUhu&rju&ifttUsi lymphaqi frequcati jr.O lupi^T^ 
Aduena quar^mJajnvxcrrKjperlahitUr^UOfi^ qmsT 
Vtunti|j5»;forisJirrigui per dcuia font^^s icp , i-ri- ? coiU 
Neclatus perrupcm aditp&^necknijuir\olUsi 
Et vallcscircum.alteriaaSxCOiUcsqvCQroJ&^ntC) ?r ?ir:nV^. 
Qua rpfeos Aurera tccens lauit arquorc vultus 
1(1 lacus , & vortcx iam fama notus vbiqi y 
Bifleni, ^jyfm^i^iftd<;j;PQP Come?a44i^a: pubes , 
SulcauQ|fbviristQwro<qMifcgibus othfm .ul j 
Form.ajcunt:faii^>»s, dHiinu%,ipfc magifkr; :l 
Ij pifccsiiiapwciplagisjJva lpargcr.ejvQqes, ; 
In vulgum eximias ,'igniraqi corda dqccrPt 
Qua Sol ocqiduasidefcendit fcffus ad vndas, 
Sudaotcs &iuaaoWrmfoluiiTeiugale^ , J 
Nazarea: furgiuitiltoQs.i; vbiiapfos ia^liwnl • 
Virginis intaftcc nOflros Dcus indiucartus i 
A^caiia AUgcro rcferente oracula fumftio * 



I , o 



Ad 



Ad Boream Tyrii rciidcnt , piaguia culca rtb-j) Dn uT 
Phdehicum; Solynia cxbrhur yqua fibilac'Au(lec,s rlT 
Hoc caput imperij , hic foliurri Deus annuit efle 
Ifacidijv laijfqi dedit dominaricr oris : ..^ ti /nttjx^Q 
Fcliccs, magni nofRnt/tdonaToimnfis^i . jsl i\: * -)i 

Ergo Bcthulixcedcbant mocniareuo 
Ephramocclcrantc gradus , atquearua fecaqtqiji,i^-jivl 
Ilie autem , vt pcimum hcuit ^ velamina Pcrfis 
Detrada abiecit longc progrcffus ab hoftc , 
DifFuguinteciam faftigia ceifaTaboris , ; lujil -.i 
Oquibusornandao(lcntis,^uandaqu^coclo, ' 

CumChriftus, qualisfupcravcrfaturinaula, p^r.{ . 
Et quantus j dabicihoc inllarfcin moncc videjfj^i^r 



Xt verum Numen mortah m came patcbit 
lamque adeo fincs tcrigit Samaritidis orae, 
Rcgnaque non tenui quondam gaudcntia fama, 
Linquituroccifitellusantiqua Nabothi I 
Pro cultis regi ( demens , qui talia rcgi ) \ 
Propatrijs agriscum libcrcatcncgati^ j rfopon • Q 
Infamifque Beth^I jmanct omaiincniCir!epQ(lunVfi^A 
Dedccus , &iculti.noncefratfama iuuenci ^ ' [ 
Sciiicct vtrcgoiPharijs reuocatusab oris ^-^oi^ 
In partem vcnit famulus > tcrraquc rrbcllis ' \ 

Hac fedit , vctcrcm ad dominum ne regna rcdirent , 

Turpe nefas pofuit, ftatuitqUe altaria taurc . 
Impius,& gcntiem Solymis auertitdb . 
Prjctereuncalijhaud tenues , famaud minores 

Tunc 
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Tunc (edcs ludar innumcrx j nunc oppida fxni ^ 
Tfaraces habcnc, Arabcs^; , & barbara nomina cellus 
Induis > his tc noftra malis difcordia prcflic . 
Dex tram (empcr habec Syrium marc, & arcjuora long^i 
lordanis Isuam puris inccrluic vndis » 
lam cotum fupcrarac iccr , iamq; ampla ccnebac 
Mcrnia, & ingenccs fummis in collibus arccs 
Regnatas ohm cgrcgic, cclfaeq; Syonis 
-/Equatam cuelo moicm , & faftigia cempU; 
Ingreditur,fama attonitam rumoribus vrbem 
Implet, conciliumq; vocat Patcc ,alfaq; pandic ^ 
Atria , quzrec u«i nouicas , quid vencric illc, v j- 
Scicari , Bcfi fas, ardct fuccurrcrc rebus ; i K 

Nec mora, oc^nucniunc in limina cclfa frequenccs : 
Adftitic Ephi^^mus , (imul has dedic orc ioquelas. • 

Bethiilia affli{5ta, Proceres, & mocnibus adfum 
lulFus ab obfcHis , magno me inftantc pcriclo 
ScilicccOrias Solymasemiflc ad arces . 
Quac nos circumftcnt acics , cduftaq,- longc 
Agmina purpurei magnis ©^'^^'^j^sib oris, 
Haud memorem^ culic hnc cercc fc tama minorcm ; 
Proprerca fi foli moucnc monalia mentem , 
Haud ncflrum a cantis opibus defendere muros s 
Vel fi cergeminum diftringacquilibecenlcm . 
Nec vcro fpcs vlla mora:, Cercalia quando 
Auxiliaabfiftunc , abLuaq^ copia lymphareft; 
lamqjahquis paflimiebus dchcicin arftis, 

Ec 
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Et matres fcinduat fcelerata in ftrcula natos . 
Hoc tremefada malo , mutata denique mentc 
PlebsjQOua concepit (ludia> 6c baccbata pcr vrbem 
Magnis optauit dedi vidoribus arccs , 
Et pacem quauis fub conditione rogari i 
Nec valuic pius Ozias , iiagrante tumulcu, 
Mutare in melius populum , cafuq; coaSus 
Promific, qumis adfitni fbrtediebus ' 
Subddium , atq; (alus placidis affulgcat alis , 
Vltrocum Syrioferiturum Principcfoedus. 
At quia nos dccuit foii confidcre coelo > 
Suadere lfacidisnec c]uisquamdebuit audor 
>€therium propriae reclorem deforc caufc 
Propccrea , quorum fani fub peQore fcnfus, 
Dcgeneres plcbis damnarunt protinus orfus ; ali i 
Quamquam quis plcbi legem pra?fcribat ioerti ? 
Di(ren{it populo in primis fat cognica vobis 
ludicha, imperij lumen mirabile vcftri'; 
Qupdq; magis mences nouicatis imagine pulfac , 
Nefcio quidfacum reputans in caftra parabat 
Fcrre pcdcm , iamque illa viam Forcafsc peregit , 
Ncc quid confilij, quar fit fiducia cceptis , 
Had^enus ignariaftequimury (enfuuc tenemus . 
Si fpescft animum precibus mutarcTyranni , 
Haud fcio , quid mentes mollis facundia forma: 1 
Pofiit in immanes , ncc fcrmo auditur in armi^. 
Hic vrbis miferdi; ftatus, h^c incommoda torqudntj 

Nunc 
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Nunc vcftium eft rerum cantarum expenderc cafus , 
Quxquc animo liirgat vobis fententiajfcrrc y 
Frumentis placeatnc lcuare , atque adderc vircs, 
Vnica qua: obfeflbsdulci fpes vbere pafcit , 
An Pcrlas Duftor fibideditioneferoces 
Conciliet.fi forteiuuatfuccurrerc fcflis , 
Atquc nouas acies ^&c fpicea mitteredona, 
Confulitc in medium Celeres , qua:cumquc paratisf.>jT 
Ipfe modbm inucni ftibeantquo riideaianortraV^dLid 
Etmagna AffyrijfaJlant tentoriaregis. rjoijl/ 
Hxcille, atfolioEliachimficinfitabalto, p jA 
Compellatquc viios didii,;adimitquc-cimorcnaiwIirji<i 

Dura quidem.Patrcs, cum primum adiccimusirthis 
Confiliun\,&bclloplacuitdctendcrefincs, 
Vidimus.Iiijc,xa(usquc.anin^o prjcCQpimusomnc^^U 
NecfatisiRcfui:( G qui5)fibi tonfcius cflct 
Qui vinci noftris fpcraflet viribus hofl;em . 
At freti rcrum domino , qui vindicc dcxtra 
Fulmineosruptisiaculatus nubibusignes ? 
Aduerfasdelet facili virtute phalangcs , .|> oi. 
Has yltrb a:rumnas , ha?c duri incommoda Martis . 
Induimus , capUftinqi viccs dcuouiraus omnes^ ; A 
Scilicetiwud agitur dcrcifcufangainetantum, ' ^ 
Scd pietas j dum Perfaadytis crudelc minatur , 
DiuinarquckbantlcgeSjantiqMawqgii;, . ul ^ 
Spemquc dediDtrepidjs > fiBmauitque vna S^natum. i 
, dHis'adco.exi;ay//$>ypbi^ imm9UiWfl«C8idt 
3' Crc^ 
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Crcdidcrimconfultacadcm , dc prxfcntia quamuis 
Dctrimcnta prcmant , nullo difcriminc habcri ; ^ 
Non eft confcflfus, animiq; ignauia vcftri , 
Nec vos indignc vicam praeponitis xquo , 
Ergo animo ha^c dudum fubijc fentcntia aofkro^^ • '«T 
Vndiq, collcdlis afflidla: vtprotiniisarmis 
Bethulisc mittamus opcm , flau^eq; iuuemus 
MuncribusciuesCcrcris. Producere bellum 
Si fas, quis fcit,qua prseftct Dcus ane falutcm ? ' 
An temcre ad magnos luditha acceflciith oftes ? 
Sin vcniam f^cuo Pcrfarum ab Rcge pcccndum, 
Saluis id vidcant fupcriq; homincfq; fuiflc 
Legibuj ; eft veftrum ^ Proccrcs , incumbcrc caufx 
Communi, &quihntanirais,cuoluerefcnfus. A 

Taha vocc dabat , totus^; atdcbac in arma 
Sacrificus feniorilammis afflatus Olympi . 
Ncc difcors , aut fcra fuit fententia patrum . 
Tum Phincus pius ^i^iic alios ^ gui plurima virtus 
Mentis crat , quamquam premercc long*Tuafcnc(Sus; 
Quoddeceac, quodq; eft a?quum , Pater optirac, dixit, 
Confu(iS) & fepca auxihjsob(e(Ia leuando 
Hortaris tcntare moras , & fidcre Coelo . 
Vcrumcumtcmpus populos accerfere dcfit, 
Quidnamconfieri prtBftec me iudice, dicam, 
Cuftodes ^rcemdeledli, 6c clauftra Syonis 
Qmngenci fcruanc , vigilpfq; cx ordinc ducunt 
Excub^ias^duropabc^g^Upiaduelb. i 

" L Agrac 
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JEgcx fcftinent illi fuccurreregenti, 
Arci prxiideancciues , atque intima pubes^ 
Interca, atqa dies ,.ncMftefq; ad limina firtat, 
Dum populum acciri liceat, rcgnoq; coa£las 
lungepc opes; quin nos etiam diuifa vicillim- 
Munia fortitos faseft proferre laborem ; 
Ipfc mcasfeniopartes efFcetusobibo. 

Qualem purpurei veris fpipantibus auris 
Frondeac dat fonitum fylua, &fremit orafufurris 
Lenibus ; hiud minor in fa^ido vox orra fenatu eft , 
Et Phineum laudant , aflenfucj^ atria plaudunt. 

Ergo eri t iftelabor tecum , tu pergcrecura> 
fRGpondit.PhineoBliachjm ) ^<3:ata Syonis^ 
Agmina Bethuiia: obfeflas moerentisad arcesj 
Et vitx auxilio meflem . tibi munera porro 
Promeritis, Ephrxme, tuis daredigna nequimus, 
Mla tamen cpx fert pr«(cns fortuna , manebunt' 
Mox immota tibi , nec pror(um inqlorius ibis . 
Nunc ad Bethulidas, cjualcm brcuis hora miniftrae, 
-Deporcabijopenniolens j^nimoq} iejhebi? 
EffebonoOfeiam , fpdW, fpemcj^ addat inerti 
Nonvanam populo, nec dcditionepudenda^ 
Polluat Ifacidum nomen , famamcp parcntum , 
Nam benrnon emitur deferto vita Tonantc . 
Tu veronoftris, Phineus dum coetcra curat, 
Confidts menfis, mittefij; m membraquictcm 

His adco expktistemplum fublinie SacercJos 

^ Exi^ 
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T ximius tota proccrum ftipantc caterua 
Ingrcditur , quo thuFC D^um/lacrisq: litaris 
AntcQpcras omncs, tcrrcnaq; muncra placcc. 
^ccinguntfe (ecelcres, patcrafqi mtniilri 
Expediunt , fyluifq, oneranc pr^kntibus aram \ 
Vidimaconfpicuus iuxta cftdclcdta iaucncus.i 
FcftinantjOpcrifqi frcqucntibbsatria feruent . 
Ipfc Saccrdotum piroieflumine princcps n. / 

Abluit>acfpcculo maculas rimatur incrtcs, 
Albentcmqi humcris vcftcm, velamina prima, 
*Circumdat latis, plantas it limbus ad imas . 
Cocrulcus fupcr , acdiuerficolonbus alter 

Vclleribustcxtus .dciixaltcr ^&aJrcramidlus 
Aptatur; peflus gemmis , humcriq; refulgent 
Bilfena infcriptis Hcbr^a? nomina gentis;; 
Purpura cpnnubio iungit fibi l«ta Hyacintham \ c 
Ncc Icuis , aut operc ex alio Jatcra ardua circ um / 

Balthcus, &:dupIicidecurruntcingulacoccoj \ 

Aft ordo cxtremas argenti pcndulus xtis Z 

Ante animat , rocfoq; globis vocalibus oras, 1 

Mixtaq; puj:p«reos abrupDocorticc produnt i j > 

Mala (inusi.limbumq; aiterna lucc coronant, i 

Poftrcmumcapiti fupcradditur ornamcntum 'I 
Infula lunatis.hinc , aiq; hinc aurca pinnis ^ l 

CclantdiuinoJacram iubnoraincfrontctti. 
lamq; Dcoftaba.tfimilis, jatnritcpararat ' ' \ 
Rcm fcnior , longequc filens inccnta tcnebac 1 
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i 



84 IVDITHiE VrND. 

Oraingcns turba: numerus, cum feruidusillc 
Anrc aram ftecit , ac tauri ccruicibus inftat, 
Imponitqj manus . Hanc tu Pater optime mundi , 
Accipc ait, noftra qux nunccadit hoftiadexcra, 
Parce pijsplacidus , prxfentiqj eripc cladi 
Rclligione tua fontcs , dc Numinc vero. 
Siccadat Affyrius ,fic terramlaoguinefa-det • 
y inccndi tibi millc wix , neqj multa vercmur 
Agmina , muhiplici ncc virtus agmine conftat> 
Sat voluilTe tib^. poftquam luftralibus ardens 
Impofuit finem voiis Pater , ccce iuuencus 
Sternitur, & facri conduntur gutture cultri y 
llle necem properam mugitu deflct amaro 
Vitam pervulnusalccrno fanguine fundens. 
Subijciunt ahj pateras , calidumq; cruorem 
Sufcipiunc, aramq; rubenti flumineluftrant, 
Vifcera dcin alij nudant , ac tergora coftis 
Diripiunt , artusq; facros in frulb recidqnt , 
Supplicitcrq; Dco ledas altaria lupra 
Exuruntcpulas, coefi^iabdominataori, 
Concepere ignem trunci , flamma?q; micantes 
Dant crepitum, cceloqi Pater lam mitis ab alto 
Nidorem cxccpit , ncc temporc lartior vllo 
Ipfe PqIus veniccfigaum dedit , atraqjvcrtit 
Nubila in aurorara ,occiduisqv refulfitaboris.. 
Addit libafaciisicnior, thuriscji Sab^i, 
Refperfa:^, olco ccreris,ck)nat£p Saccrdos 

4 Igni- 
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Igaibus , & graco Coelum perfundic odorc. 
Sparguntur voca , & tacitis clamoribus oranc . 
Poftquamcongeries cccidic, flammarq^ quierunt, 
In fummas arces gradicur, belloqjcaceruas 
Euccac, & validis Phineuscclcr mftruic armis. 

Ac nonoblicus Senior, qui fummacenebac, 
Ephrxmi, inllracis dacfeflum accumbrre menfis* 
Nec non ingcnceni dapibus lenire laborcm , 
Mulca fuper beilo rogicans , quibus impius armis 
Aflyrius fidac, qua: damna inuexcric vrbi* 
Conueniunc mulci procerum , men(asq; coronanc. 
Poftquam inflauraca? vires , epuhsq; refc(5lt » 
Ephra:mus coepic . Longi (ermonis cgencem 
Rem , Patcr , ac duros mandas memorare labores i 
Summa camcncapita orelegam, paucisq^ docebo . 

lam Perfx Euphracis ripis, iamTigridisamni 
Viftorcs vincla indidcrant , longeq; rubcncis 
Aurorar 'populos valla ditionc premebanc , 
Cum pingues adeo ad colies frondemis Idumcs 
Aflyrias acics , & rcgnis fparfa propinquis >■ 
Agmina cogebac Duftor . mihi credita cura cfl; 
Vadcndi ,atqvholliavires, atq-, armatucndi» 
Ipj[c quidem ignotus varium mcntita pcr agmca 
Tela gerens humero veftjgia cuca fcrebam . 
Ac nollro infenfusgencri , qui pr^GdccHcros 
Afl^yriumca([lFis,Dimia5exar(itin iras, 
Quod ccnues , Syrixq; adeo brcuis angulus otx 

Sprc- 
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SprcuifTemus opesrantas , anGq-, tucri 

tflemusfines ,ccllbq;ob(ifterc rcgi , 

Quaflatifc]; minans terrebat fydcra telis . ' 

Propterea Ammonios proceres, Moabiraq; iuflit 

Acciri capita , 6c mores cognofcere noftros , 

Ac genusanticjuum voluit,ritiimtji {acrorum . 

Hic Achior Dux Ammoniiim lc le obtulitvkro 

Pollicitus 5 dctur fi copia tuta loquendi , 

Finitimi propius gencriscomperta docerc, 

Etquocaflra modo fuperet fortiflimusHeros . 

Annuit Abdarides, cum fada filontia coetu^ 

llle refert . Quando koc dignum me rcris honorc^ 

Inclyte Pcrtirum Princeps, huiusq^ vetufta 

Incrcmcnta iubes mcmorarc ab originc gentis., 

Expediam . Vcftra liacida: iunt ftirpe prokdi , 

Et genusamiquum Chald;co afanguine ducunti 

Sed varios Diuumcultus , Diuosq; pcrofi 

Extcrnos fincs ,cxtcrnasx]uajrcrcledcs 

Sunt adi-; Numen y Coli cui thura cremabaru 

( Cceca fupcrftitio ) ibofit , laribusq; patcri^s ' ^ 

Auexit, magnasilhsoraicula vatum * 

Spondebajitdjtionisopeslabemibus annis, 

PrincipioDcus cgi^His , qua: pinguiaculta 

Alluit EuphufCfi hjn^iatif, hiiK Tigris oberrat, - th f 

Pcrmifit ,nccdeindc diuconfifterc mflit 4 

Scilicct in campos dcmigraucreCharauos i 

Hxc vero fparegna ratiiibi figcre /cdcs, 

Moliri 
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Moliri (ibi quKqj domum , fera donec edcndi 
Exegit rabies , namq; omnes , afpcra pollquam 
Saruire in populos penuria cocpit, amicus 
lllos Niliacus cuto ddcendcrc in oras 
PermifitRex, A:{bcios in regna reccpit , 
Quandoquidcm (ola gyprus meljoribus annis 
Non finc coelicolum monitis , nutuq; Deorum 
Hordca fecuarat fpecubus, fociosqj lcuabac^ 
Hicfeclis auftivoJuentibusmfiar aren» * < 
SuntLybicar, acnati natos vidcrcncpotum . 
Eccc autcmdubiufq; animi , trepidusq,- Hituri 
Succeflbrgcnti-infcnfus, patrum immemotidem 
Scruitio preflit duro, l^trrcsq; coc^c 
Excoqucre, & damnis.uiifcrosattriuit iniquis ; 
Quinctiam foctus iugulari , auc fluramc mcrgi 
lufsit , & cucili ftirpcm , lceptroqi caueri. 
At Dcus orantesCoclo mileratus ab alto 
Audijt , atqi iugum cxcuflit , finemq> labori 
Impofuit,- rcgcmq^ rralisonerauit amaris. 
Ij fida (ubnodbefugam tcnuerefijcntcs. 
MiruiTt uutcm occurrit diciu , nam Iittora rubri 
Cum primum cewgerc marii> diuinitusapquor 
Dikx*flic,iiccumq; dcdirgradientibus alueum^, 
Ationitaq;diu flupcfadium rcftitit vndaj, 
Cumqi (equcns Pharao, varijsq^ c^ereit^as armis 
Lora darct^iam,iamq, manufugitiua tencrcc 
Agniina^jNepiunus mcdium in fuarcgnarcuertCBs 

Obruic 
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Obruir, ac reduci currus abforbuit xilu . 
His illi vUricrsdcbclJaucrc cateruas 
Pr^Efidi js, greffumq; procul pcr tuta tulcrc . 
Inde alacres longo dcferta perauia cra£lu 
Ad Sinae vcnerc locos , vbi luftra fcrarum 
Sola , ncc humanvX fcribunt vcftigia plantr . 
llliccontinuo laticcs mutarc malignos 
Iple Deus , nubcs cpulas pnxberc miniftr^ , 
Omnes aducrfi conuertcrc tcrgamanipli . 
Ex illoprognatus honos, & gloria gcncii 
Hofq^ adeo fouic pr^fcnti Numen amorc, 
Hornda vtafsiduis fulgerent caftra trophxis . 
Sic ipfi oraclo fuperorum in dcbita fccptiis 
Regnx fuis ibant , legemq-, Dcumq; fcrebant . 
Non tamcn arcerno ri(ic forcuna fauorc 
Ifacidis , nam cerga Dco fi forcc dcdifTcnc, 
Ec vetito patrias violaflcntcriminc lcgcs 
Horribilis mcrito rcpcccbac fanguinc poenas, 
Faftaq; vindicibus muldlabat praua flagclhs . 
Non ahcer cum iura darcc Rcx aurcus olhs , 
Acq; opibus late iamdudum , armifq; valcrcnt , 
Externis dum Numinibus diuinafaceflhnt, 
Eccc fcrox armis Solymam vaftauit opimam , 
Captiuumqi tulit Baby fo.n mifcrabilc vulgus ; 
Hxc deferta fuit regio , fcclerumq; piamcn 
Tcftata eft longum trifti fquallorc loporum . 
Atculpasdcin pcrtxfi, vita:q;prioris. 
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Impuras ignominias , veniamqi precati 
Placato ad patrias remearont actlicrc terrts . 
Nunc ncc nabcnt regem , nec multum extcndctefi 
Imperij poflbnt j fcnior dicionC Senatus 
Cun£ta tcnct > fummufq; fuper dat iura Sicetdos» 
Tu vero gcnti crimcn fi fortc ^iandum 
Comperias , aucrfa Dei (i forte voluntas > 
Nc dubitcs infcrrc manum , vi(ioria namq; 
Certa tibi cft , Ocus illc tuos comitabitur idkus . 
Sin fasobfcruintpatrium , nullxq; iuperfunt 
Irarum caufe^ necmentcm audacia mutat, 
Quam vereor , ne noftra ftrant fe fe irrita votl > 
Quamuisfubfignahuc totum collegerisorbem. 

Talibus Amraoniusfucccndit pedoradidbis , 
Nam (imiil auditr voccs , cuncli orcfremcbant 
Affyrij , furit Abdaridcs ,iuuenique fuperbus 
Imminet , actorua fufpcnfum lucc pcrcrrat 
Numinisinuidia noftri ladatus , 6caltis 
Noftrorum titulis opcrum , famaqj parentum . 
Ceu qui improuifutn denfar prb liminc Syluj 
Afpcxit ftantem Maffyl i per arua leoncm > 
Horrcfcit pauicans, viancc patet vlla falutis. 
Haud fecus Ammoniocoit in prxcordia fanguis 
Ima metu, rcpctit trepidas vox frigida fauccs ; 
llle armisiubet exutum i manibtilq; reuindlis 
' Bethuliam poft tcrgatrahi^ fruftraq prccantcm 
Increpac aggredicns • SperailiUi>pcr(ide, caiuum , 

M Spc- 
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Sperafli*n fcclusa Perfisimpunc fiiturum ? 
Sic cibi mcntiri y acq; boftem laudare pucadi 
Inocntis rucum? nunc vero, maxitne vates> 
Tu quoque Bethuliam vidricem vidor habeco , 
Parcere cum nobis libeac . Quis ce occupac horror } 
Quid mecuis ? quxcumq^ vrbem forcuna fequacur , 
Harc eric ipfa cibi ; nulla eft iniuria fadi ; 
MaiSeanimo, fcrececceDqus , Dcusillc (aluccm . 

Hxc Princeps ; famuli properanc , & ferrea ne(!lunt 
Vincula nil concra audenci i concempcus , incrmis 
Illc per ingracos montcs , acq; afpcra faxa 
Bethuli>im inuico rapitur pedc , iufla fed vrgent . 
Excemplo nodri, AfTyrium procul agnita poftquam 
Aduentarc cohors > vrbiq; propinqua tenerc , 
Dum dubicanc iiicerti, acics an cota fcquatur > 
Connitiqi vclit , portafq; rcuellerc ferro, 
Arma citi expcdiunt , tchfqv frequentibus aptam 
Inftruxeremanum, feq; cxtn parua ferebant 
Mceniaj.nccfeuasfioflcsaccederepafli : -f^!- 
Proturbanc nixi conicfiis cminusarmis. 
Sed non Aflyrijs luadet tentarc duclli 
Imparitasalcam , nequetalia iufla culcrc; 
Sac rcuocare gradum :confeftim brachia trunco 
Arb oris qxcifc iuuencm liquerc rcuindum , 
Corripiuntq^ fugam jconuetfus cumumcn vnusj 
Haud liluit vpulchram vos certc cx agminc laudcm 
Quxritis , Ifacid» , tcnui j fperate caceiua: 

Mox 
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Mox aderunt xqux , nec pugnae copia deerit . . tfi/ ^ 
Armis interea forcem hunc adiungitc veftris. 

Bethulidae miro capti nouitatis amorc 
Accurrunt , raptumq; iugis in mcenia ducunt , 
Hic varij fenfus animis , variufque per ora 
Rumor ijt, ftudio volitat gens tata vidcndi ; 
Ipfi primores, qux fit fors afpera capto , 
Scire inhiant ^ metuuntqi dolos : maftiflimus ille 
Lumina circumagit , lachrymisq; ita coepit obortis. 

Quid vos , Ifacidse , mifcri nouiflc iuuabic 
itrumnas hominis? fatis hoc, quod cernitis hoftcm ; 
Sumite iam meritas inimico e fanguine pccnas i 
Nam quid adhuc fperare licet ? mc vota meorum 
Exagicanc , veftroque reum pro nomine damnant . 
Quid ftacis? ca^det Coelum , lucemq; tueri . 

Tum vero caufas ardcnc exquirerc ludus , 
Fortunasq; , gcnusq; viri; pofccntibus illc 
Paruit , & repetit proprios ab origine cafus j 
Addit& Aflyrius quantiscxercitusarmis , 
Horreat , immanemq; Duccm , & crudelia dicic 
Agmina. Sibellum calicum gcntegerendum 
Sumitis , &: pedlus viftricia fertis in arma , 
Heu txdet fari , fcd habebuntforte falutem , 
Qux memorojcuerfas aras , incenfaq; tcdla 
Afpicio, iateque truccm dominarier igncm , 
Et vcftra immiti transfigi pcdlora ferro . 
Nec mora, cras aderunt, noua lux fcrct aurea vcnto 

M X Signa 
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Signa , nec anciquos pcrmittcnt claffica fomDOs . 
Quarc agicc ( ignoco, Sc mi(ero fi credcrc digaum eft ) 
Nc Mcdis confertc manus , nci* fiditc bcUo , 
Scd pacem oratc> ac focdus fancitc volentes . 
Sic hoflis veftras accedcc mitiior arccs % 
Nccferr.oinuadcc, Regifi ppnitisaras. 

Ha^c aic , ambiguuscj; animi , quQ fc lua vcrtant 
Expcdat faca , & qua: fit fcncentia noftns , 
Formidant illi,gciidufq; pcr ima rccurfat; 
OlTa timor , quid iufta Dci dcfidcrcc ira , 
Incci:ri, ac Coclum votis ,flctuq, fatiganc. 
At vincU Oms ( afflatu Numinis alci 
lllum fcnfit enim haud fimulata mentc locutum ) 
Extcmplo tolli iubct , atquc \\xc addidit oic. 

At noftrisoptcm pcdibus , qua:cumqi fcquantur, 
Eripiat tellus fc fe ,atq; in Tartara trudac 
Antc, Deumqu^mdcfercrc>& piafacra vclimu^ 
Ipfe aderit , certamq; manu dabic ipfc falutcm. 
Ponc mctum , iuuenis , ncc magni donaTonantis 
Dcfpice , dclapfamq, Polo coroplcderc lucem j 
Eijce mente Dcqs , infanaq; thura rchnqoc . 
NuUafaluslapidum, nccligninumen, &auri efti 
QuemcoUmus, Dcus , ille Deus, qucmq^ infciusornas 
Laudibus, ccce tibi fc ic fert obuius vltro j 
Ex hoc iam populi pars non eris vltima noftri . 

Sic loquitur , verbifq; virum folatur amicis . 
Ccu florcs , quos laefii hyems ^ aut Solis imqui 
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^ftus agit , colla attollunt , campoq; rcfurgunt , . 

Vt roris (cnfere vicem i non aduena curas 

Lenijt ingentcsaliter , flctumc]; rcprcflit • 

Dein generi adfcnbi noftro , fi regna tucmur , 

PoUicitus , tcdis , ac mcnfa exceptus amicc cft 

Ab Duce , & infomnem faturant mulra precc noftcm • 

Interedcampo Aflyriuscolledla patcnti 
Arma reccofcbat Princeps , atcj; ordinc longo 
Pergere fpcflabat diuerhs agminafignis . 
Ipfe loco, folioq; omnes fupercminct aureo, 
Cui via pcr centum pidis illufa tapctis 
Fafta gradus , caput aflurgunt vmbraculafupra 
Gemmea, tum dcxtra haltati , Ixuacji frequentex 
Stipantur latc, cuftodia fida , manipli . 
Forsan auus tali cum maicflatc fcdcbac 
Contcmptor fuperum Ncmbrothus , & improba fcuo 
Igra dabat populo , {celcrataqi beila iubebat , 
Cum primum rcgno tclis ingrcflus iniquis 
Afflcdtareviam Martemfubfignacocgit, 
Ncc limuit faxis tcntare audacibus aftra . 
Non cgQ fi totum fando dimetiar aurci 
Solisitcr, poflim magnas arquorccateruas. 

Primus agit cafttAS c fortihus agmina Torgus ^ 
Qui quondam antc alios accr, nunc maximus anoi^a 
Vcrum habilis , nec lenta viro , frigcnsq,- fonedlus. 
Non fuit hoc domitor pr.^ftantior vlius cquorum j, 
Egregiam his operam prima nauafle iuucaita 

Dici- 
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Dicicur , auc celeri vellct fubmitterecurru 

Colla fupcrborum , acquc iugo fera nedlercduro-, 

Aut equiti a^ripedcm fr«Tnantibus ora lupatis 

SubderCjCum cocpic fe nofccrei verbcradifcic 

llle pati , & grcfTus patulum rocac accr in orbcm , 

Compofitisq, leucs irritac c;^lcibusauras j 

Ncc dacur vlla quies,donec palantia bello 

Signai-ugat ,viftumq; (onans ccricvngula campum 

Hinnicuq^ ferox , & abafto naribusigni 

Fulgura (uccenfi , tonitruq-, imitatur Olympi . 

Aft vbi virtuti maturior adfuica^cas, 

Cura daca cft curmas cquicum deducere Torgo , 

Confilijsq; valet : non multo cingitur ?re 

Miles , dc aucrfis gaudct certarc fagictis 

Parchus •, habecprcciura pugnax fuga, fidaq; gentis 

Formido volucris; fonacarcus, &xreacaflis, 

Acccncrisduranc arcus ad bellafubannis. 

Concinuo (equitur , quae fydcra vcrberac haftis . 
Pcrfarum numcrofa phalanx , & ponderc ferri 
Accericur , criftacus apcx , laceriqj rccuruus 
Dcpendcc gladius , phaleris armancur ahenis 
Peftus cqui, frontcmqi feram , dux agminis Vsbo , 
Cuigenus ct^rcgium macerna, paupercpacrc, 
Nobilicace fuic,fprcto pacre, Sole creacum 
Propterea iadlatfe fe, ac de femine diuum . 
Solc micant figna auricomo , pulchramqi parenccm 
Ccrnuus Vsbonis reflexa lucc coronau 

Haud 
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Haud illo quifquam fuluo magis cnitet auro, 
Flammiferifquerotis imitatur Solishonores . 

Dcin Graius patria profiigus , cellisqj Mycoenis 
Sufpicione graui , Danaum quod venderet vrbcs, 
Callidus ante aliosTheramas, fraudumq; raagifter 
Excic ab Euphratis ripis , & flumine magno , 
Chaldirum inprimis genus , &Babylonis iniqua:, 
S excenium lcdlos equites , atque arre corufcos , 
Chald:eam inducus chlamydem , fed cxtera Graius 
Et criftas capiti , & patrium lateri alligat enfem . 
Pra:tendunt figna Hercuicum (quippe Hercule ab ip(b 
Pra^dicat antiqua (eduftum llirpe )Leonem 
Inuidlis manibus , fato & vi£loris ahcno 
Fruftra ludantem , mortiq; in morce minantem • 

Proximus infignis genere , atq*, accrrimus armis , 
Aurea nec meiius cuiquam rubet ore iuuenta , 
Accedit Dorcas , acies quem regia bello 
Profcquitur , cundi Heroes , ficiumina Martis, 
Diucr(i(q, orbis deledli h partibus omnes . 

Illc tamen gradicur tacito mccftKlimus orc j 
(Demens , fGemmeas famae qui praffexat vlnas ) 
Siiicet Euricalen putchram, 6c Horcntibusannis, 
Coniugiumq; rccens Ocho mandantereliquit 
Inuitus jcblamys Ailyrios fpirabat odores 
Coniugis egregice donum, 6c monumenta dolentis , 
Ac tcnero flauos vcllcntis vertice crmes : i 
Infert fe hos intcr , clarum quibusemicac agmca 

Hinc 
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Hinc Ccdraftus Arabs, quem ncmo corporis xquat 
Viribus , auc curfu rapidas praetcruolet auras , 
Am Vrfum ftcrnat , fcu prelTa faucc leonem . 
lUe ctiam ^gyptiimdomuit, Phariosq^ rcbcllcs 
Nupcr , & adicctis tituHs iCgyptius Hcros 
Dicitur . hinc fohs pulchra fatus Abridc fyluis > 
Abridc , qux Albani Icclcrati fiha regis , 
It Rabus j ipfc patcr cum natae acccnlus amorc 
Scihcct Irrueret , virgo fubnode filcnti 
EffiiiTic , nemorc & furtim fc fe abdidit alto 
Canthoris auxihjs , patrifq; inccpta fcfelht : 
Canthoris indc toros noaafpernaca iugalcs 
Hunc tuhc , exihj , & ludus foiacia longi • ^ 
It bellator Idcr vahda forciflimus hafta > 
Murorumqi metus Dodras , gcrmana propago 
Auruntis Perfe,curis qux incedit eifdem . 
Sunt ahj, quos haud noftrum numerar? ,cclcbri 
Infignes fama , & gcncris fplcndcre fupcrbi . 

Qub me adco rapitis noftri decus , alcaq^ fecli 
Gloria , vos nullo moriturx Hcroidcs «uo, 
Si non ignarae vcri , expertefq; falutis 
Thuralaboratis accendciccis Idohs? 
Gaudct Aniazonidum Regina ferocibusalis , 
Aftyrioq; volcns-iungit focia arma Tyranno 
Harpalicc j in mcdijs Vcncrem fi qu^ritis iris > 
Bcllipotcns eadem , atq^ cadcm pulcherrima Virgo cft. 
Non ilia > ^xus mos eft iUius y ad vfus 

Dcgc- 
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Dcgenercsdemifla manum , molliq; Hymenacum 
Cullodire toro, & rcfidcs habitare penatcs 
AfTueta y at campospercurrcrcMartis apcrtos^ 
Atq; acics regcrc , & pidtis f plcndefccre in arniis 
Virginierant artcs, ftudiumq, xquarc labores > 
Et famam Hcroum , tum dicere iura fubaftis 
>Equa foro gcftit populis, ac figcrc Icgcs . 
Hic vcrb ancipitem quaffabat Ixua bipenncm i 
Virgincumq; latus foci^ dc more fonanti 
Caftigant pharetra,componunt jcre capillos > 
Sub non exerto pendct ferus vbere mucro , 
Cornipedumq; citx dorfo portantur cquorum , 
Et palla ad (uras alce dcuindla flucbat . 
Magna tibi hinc belli moles , multum^; caucndum 
Militia ex bifida , cum lumine captus , & ore 
Vim demum , & curas dextra cxpcriare virilcs. 

Nec vos pr^teream populi , qui ditia rcgna 
Aurorseincolitis, Gangemq; hauritis, &lndum. 
. Hic aliud genus cft belli , atq, fimillima monftro 
Militia , Eoum multus firmauerat agmen 
Quippe Elcphas , tergo & cuneos geftabat, & arccs 
Pinnatas , iaculisq; inftruftas ; credere quifquam 
Irc vrbes poterat , tanta fe mole ferebant • 
Arduus it ,Iongeq; humcro {upercminetomncs 
Indus Amalcanes , lcgio cui maxima parcc . 
Rcx idcm , ac Rcgi focius dudiim additus Ocho . 
Hicfinc rclligionc, afpcrnatorqjDcorum , 

N Atq; 



98 I VT»! TH J£ V IN D. 

Acq, hominuiii nuUa fora)i<iine Ikdtitur, aroiis 
Arrogac omniai nec legcs (upcr accipit vllas , 
Immaniq; inilar proccdic pcdtore nemo 
Non hic jauxilip.Perfis venturus in aima, 
Vc mos Epuni,fumulo Brachmanas in Indo 
Confuluit j belloqueiupcrrcfponfarogauir. 
Arria tum Locuucpioceresm magnafrcqucntes; 
Sublimis., mrdiusq; fedecgrand^uus larchas 
(Summaftiperltirio) &:kelcraca oracula promit. 
Aureushuiciaceri fquammis horrcbat ahenis 
Thorajc, &colubrum referebac imaginedirutn, 
Aft apicem galex Solis tenet vnica cura 
Nefcia mortis auis gemmato difcolor auro , 
Seu faftu , (eu quod perhib^c ia^^ntior hidus 
Non Arabum, vrfima eft, regnis,tra£tu^;SabafO, 
Sed regionefua , primiq-, fubo(tiaSolis 
Phoeniccm vitar mcmorem , formxq^ futurx 
Expletis annis animata morce renafci , 
Vndiqi odoratos nimirum congerit ignes, 
Acraqi fcccundocondemnat membra iepulchro, 
Idq; poli cineri pr^eftant , vt vita fuperftc$ 
In viliferueturhumo, vermifq; renatus 
Ludificet Parcas , rcdimaiqi a morte volucrem • 
lamq-, illaad Solem plumas exploratadultas 
iEmula , & ardenti redimit diadematc frontcm , 

Maiprcurbavirum,quam poisim aequare loqucndos 
Ir^edcs^ 6c latccampis inccditiniquis^ 

Centum 
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CentunTduaorcs,ccnccnummiilefcquuntur ' 
Qucmq; habilesbcllo ; vcnmntmollillimapafdt ' ^ 
QubsNiniue, acicllust]uo5 circumfufacrcauir, ' 
Meaorumq; ingens numeruss qui Cafpia fulcaiit/ 
^tquora. qui Tygrim pocant, iuxtaq, Niphaten ^^^' 
Teaacolunciitnudus Arabs,felidaregna, ' 
Qid fludusinter geminos, pontumqi bicorneiri 
Semper vernathumus , tcaerosqi cfFundicodorcs, 
Et pingucscalias , & ftaftcn parturic arbos . 
Procedunr fimul innumcri , quos llctora mittunt " 
Pcr(ica, non aptum bellis , & inutile vulgus , ' 
Scd pclago alluetum rapcrc , acq; abducerc prxdas,- 
Fallcreqi haudilhs arquum , auccuracuriniquum. ^ 
Agmen agic l^horcus , quo non infignioraltcr • ^ 
Aucver(aredolos,autaurum aucrccre forco. 1^-^^^^ 
Ducicd: /Egyptum magnam, pharecrisqifonafirctW 
Niliacis Ccncrcs a faucibus vfq; Sycncm > 
Ic fignum bcllo bos , & larratop Anubis r 

Ipfc augurCencrcs trcpidanrraconfulitcxta , ' 
Atqi auium obferuat cantus ,plumamqi volantem, 
Coeca fupcrftiHo ccrras illata pet omnes 
Hcu nimium, nec quondai^norbinoninditanoftro. 
lllc fimul Cocloperncdem juminafigit 
( Vana fidcs) Luna:^,-.vias , & ffdcrA fct*uat » 
Rimaturqi vicci , qiiando pcftemqi fafnemqiie 
Horribilem» acdirum portendaBrigneabcllum, 
Ec rcgum cardtti '^foedataqj fanguine^ctjiuftr;^.. ' 
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Pane mftar nimbi fubeunc vida agmina nuper 
AmmonidL\m j n^uUu«q;Moab,<)uos pulcher Orontey 
Irrorat, Ly bico nec decrac miles ab Auftro . 

Non adeo fupec vllus erac , noxqj acra cadebat , 
Cum foliocxurgensdenfiscoraicantibuaaimis, 
Inferc fe medium gemmis , oftroq; fuperbus 
Abdaridesalbikrcmeans incaftra quadrigis^ 
Ingens feruorum ic numerus , gcnerofaqi circuni 
Arma geric pubes , galeam cenec ille comancem 
Cuiusapex Vrfam frangentcm haftilia geftac 
Morfjbus, & grauidas volucntem fanguine luces > 
lUe haftam , clypetimqi,atqi inton(us Dorilusenfcm; 
Praccedunc vacuixripcdes, quorumopcimus ille, 
Dehciumqj Ducis, quem magni muncrc rcgis 
Acccpit , gaudec partu natura venufto • 
Hicohm rapido natiuum fluminc Tygrim 
Tranauic caculus , nec fummas diffidic vndas ; 
Dein miro gens illa feri correpca decorc 
Admific rcgis ftabulis , acqueaddidit armis^ 
Luxurianc per colla iubx , quatic ardua ccruix 
Condcnlos imbrcs cnfpae niuis , atq; cruento . 
Orc vomensfpumashinnitu prouocatauras, 
Ncc facihs feflbrem ,exceptocorpore herili, 
Accipic , & fparfa i n ventos cxulcac arena . 

Poftera fole dics terras redcuntc ccnebat„ 
Tum caftra aucrcunt ,omnifqi Oricncisopimi 
Proccdic lcgio campis „ dac buccioa fignum ^ 

Arma 
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Arma micant , ludunc blandis infignia ventis. 
Qualcsardenti condcnfxa?ftate locuftae 
Eripiunt oculis fata pinguia, & omnia vaftant ; 
Efuricm tereti folatur glande colonus . 
Tales incedunt Pcrfx , tantisq; fc^intur 
Agminibus , fama anteuolat , tam^ additusipfe 
Nuntiocertameis, turbatifcj; impigeradfum, 
Intereain montcm,qui plurimus imminct vrbi , 
Noinincquam dicunt Dochaim , vcncrc caterua: 
Planitic cx ampla, vicinaq> faxa tenebant . 
Hic nouus atconitos ferijt formidinc tcrror, 
Namq; vrbcs , & regna rotis aduefta fubibant ; 
Barbaricx portantur opcs ; excrcitus altcr 
Inrtitui ( tanta reff runt fe roolc ) vidctur . . 
lamqj adeo media patulum conuallc rclida 
Inueuere focum cailris ^ omnefq, parabanc 
Auxilij prohibcrc vias , & cingcrc vailo . 
Hi fbftas nixi fodiunt, hi mania ducunt 
Ardua , conftituuntq; fores , & machina fummis 
-/tquat ur ftcllis , ac propugnacula furgunt . 
Parsfoffa tellurcmanu lentoria figunt, 
-/Edificantq; domos, decus , & folatia fcflls . 
Prxcludunc aditusalij , &cuftodc coronant . 
Diuiditur pugnax opera in fabrilia vulgus . 
Nos cincrc inlperfi fuperum (ocia arma prccaraur 
Tclaque corripimus propcri , durofq; tcncmus 
Anfradus , alij muros, arcemq; tueri ; 



IVDlTHiE VIND, 

Cundlatimormifcct , nullam dat cura (Juietem. 
Ipfir quoq; Aflyrium dum coeptis obuius obfto t 
Vixletliumeftugi , tc prrcuUus vulticreceffi , 

Ibit Holoplieroes Vrbis munimina circum , 
Excfiq; iugum faxi4.ftrabat »6^ arcciTii 
Tum purum afpcxit laticera , riuisq; flucnten^ 
Duclilibus, tcpidosqua flatus accipit Auftri . 
Bcthuli i, atq-, finu placido (kca arua rigantcm j 
lllo quippc (itim fuerant reftingucrc fontc 
Indigenx , ac <luri lcnire incommoda belli . 
Diuidi Holophcrnesriuos , amnemqi fccari, 
Et fpargiin valles , ac noco flcdicraluco 
Imperati Aflynj parent,moratolliturornni3 ; 
Ncc prohibenc noilri rcm , ncc prohibcre potcftas 
lamq; dics adeo proccflcrat vnus , & alccr , 
J^os vero iufla immtiniscontemnimus Ochi, 
Nam dc natiuis manabant tontibus \ndx 
Haud procul a muris , ncc pocus cura prcmebat 
CfftcrA(ecuros,cum murum unperuia faxi 
Muniret molcs>>adituq, pacerct iniquo . 

Fortc Riphax infenla -adcc at de ftirpe Moabi 
Syluicola , agrcftcm duris in moncibus ipla 
A prima vicam (olicus duclarc iuuenta . 
Non ille abruptascauccj j & peruia nulli 
Saxa titttct , qualcs pendeat c rupe capellg , 
Hunc vidcascrrare lUgQ ,at<jiilludere morti,.> 
OfFcrt Abdaridi fc fc hic.j dcin cahbus infic . 
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Accipe, Dux magne Aflyrium , cjua: confcius vltro 
PoUiceor, neue illa meo tu dcfpicc abore ; 
Pr^ruptos qua parte vidcs fc attoilcrc montes, 
Exitiumcj; loci pracccps natura mioatur, 
Secun potum veniunt, muriiq; vaganrur 
Egrcfsi Ifacid.e , vidi matrefqi virosq; , 
Tanqudm dc fpccula n)(us contemncre nollros . 
Si libet , accelTumq; finis tcntare pcr vmbras 
Difficilcm , fummo iuucnes in vcrtice (Iftam , 
Qui inuadant Vrbem , aut faltcm dc fontibus vndas 
Vitales haurirc vctcnt ; cgo faxanotaui 
Nuper , circumeo dum nnirum , & fingula luflro, 
Qua patcantaditus, miles tcntarclaborcm 
Ni rcnuat . talcs fseuus dedit ille loquelas . 
Annuic Aflyrium domitor , ledlolq; locuto 
Adiungitcomites; illi fubnode fopora 
Scuraligant, gladiofq; habiles , liumeroq; rcponunt 
Actuto fupcranttum palma, tumpcdcnixi 
Afccnfu (ilices,adiium monflrante Riphace. 
lamqi inimica phalanx in lupcm cuafcrat altam ; 
Continuo tcla cx humeris , Martcmq; rcuindum 
Expediunt , lacitumq; parant inuadcrc limcn : 
Ecce aucem aggrcfToscuilodia fida fcfcllu, 
Reiecitq; viros, ac vertcrc tcrga cocgit 
Prarcipitcs , doncc vircs funt hoihbusaudla: 
Armorum namero , & fociorura molc nouorum j 
Fit yia vi, validiq; inftant , fontcmq; viciihm 

- Armati 
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Armati vigilcs centeni guinquc tucntur. 
Hinc animos verti cocptum cft , ncq; fidcrc rebus 
Bcthulid^, vcliitantc, fuis, atq;omnium cgcrc; 
In primis bacchata fitis , feruatagi lymphx 
Stagna cadis , caueisq; modum feccre flucndi^ 
Seditio exoriturjuditham mirus cundi 
Cepit amor , prscceps Solymas cgo mittor ad arces . 

Sic memorac» neiflit^; moras Ephrsmus , amida 
Dum fcrro pubcs adfit , Phincusq; parari 
Mittcridaobfcflis cerealia munera curec . 
At pater Ehachim veniendi muncre fun£lo, 
^rumnascj; vix perpcflb, ac talia fato 
Donat cquum Ephr^mo , vcgeta cui prima inucnta 
Ora rubsnt, curfuq; valet pr^uerterc ventos 
Argutocrurc, atq; anguftis ihbus vrgcns , 
Igneus , impacicnsoci y quatit vngue refultans 
Pulucrcum crebro campum , foflaqi frcquenti 
Signat hunwim* hicprimiim Scythica dcdudlusabora 
Nimbiferis partu mirando Aqirilonibus ortus 
Creditur, & gcnerisdefledcre ab acrefemen : 
Namq; fcrunt illic vultus fibi ncilcrc equinos 
( Vana fupcrftitio , & ftygij dolus improbus Orci) 
Nubiuagum Borcam , & Veneri fcruirc furenti 
VcrcnouOjCum coecuscquasinuafcrit ignis. 
Huic noftro non niorc cibus , commixta cruori 
CruftaScythse fucrunt contufi farris cquino 
Fcr gchdas adhibere vias , campos^ niualcs , 

In- 
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laftauranc & equis prsfencia pabula femper 
Ignari llabuli , & nullum prar(epe colences. 
Addic cc[uo Senior chlamydisfijlgencia dona, 
Contcxftui , /Egypcc, cuos, & figna Canopi , 
Qiiippe ibi diuerds vaces diueria figuris 
Senla nocanc animi » res rem , non liccera (ignac • 

Hcce aurem auxilijs aderac iam ricc paracis 
Ec iam cunda fuo Phmeus conftave docebac 
Oidine ; cum numero Eliachim delegic ab omni 
Egrcgium bello iuucncm , fbrmaq; decorum 
Ance alios lonacham , ducis acq> infigne fuperbnm 
Tradidic ,ac pubi fummoprxfecic honorc. 

Tu iuuencs illosacrcs accrrimus ipCe 
Duc , aic , 6 lonacha, quam forci robore , cantus 
Confilioj m cc fpes omnis -y cu barbara ca(lra , 
Quamuis coca chaiybs, cocus fimul adfbrec orbis , 
Ne cimeas > Dcus , & vircus (unc omnia bello . 

His animum didis alacrcm inflammauic amorc 
Complcxus placide , fulgenccmq; infupcr cnfem 
Donac habereviro, quonon prxltancior alccr, 

Acq;. graucmadiungicgalcam,criflisq, rubcmcm 
Miracurferrum iuuenis, vicandaq; nulli 

Vulnera , miracur fpiranccm calHdc pubem 
Fatidica , &do(ilo furgencesacrc figuras . 
Tumcoepic. Quandb,almcpacer ,mcmuncrccanco 
rr^uemsjccqui func, oro , quorum mclyca fulgcnc 
Hicfadla,& fignis galcamradiancibusornanc? 

O Namqi 
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Namq; cquidem haud ules memini menofcerccafusArt 
Dixcrac , ecce aucem diuina luce rcpente 
Afflacus mencem Eliacbimrefponfaferebat* 

Madte animo,nace,hosftimuloscibi micticOlympuSi 
Noii hic maiores , proauitacjuc gcfta rccenfes, 
Sed nondum Heroas genicos , decora alta Syonis, 
Afpicis , ac proprios ocuhs percurris honores 
Quandoquidem cua progeoies hxcomnis , 6c au£tor 
Efhnxic vaces vencuri con(cius xui » 
Ec claufit fpacijs folers opera ardua paruis • 
H.e funt res Solyma? , ludacorumqj criumphi, 
Eccladcs infligendo: Graijfq; Syrifcj;, 
lUo nam rerum pociencur ccmpore Graij. ' 
Hunc w vides , cui dira furor malus inficit ora ? 
Rex eft ytgypco Romanis puUus ab armis , 
Propccrca ianoftrosconucrtit flammeusiras . 
Afpice collenccm lcges , ritumq; facrorum , 
Focdancemqi piasccmpli venerabihs aras ; 
Ifacidas cogi diuina faccffcrc faxis ^ 
Acqj adco vecica per legem vefcicr efca 
Afpicc : tum fenior magnus parerc negabit , 
Suppliciumq; vltrb confcflim immane fubibit j 
llle quidem crehris miferancum incerricus , ardcns 
Haud cedic precibus , nec vicam fraude cuecur 
Et famx acccpCQ fupremae confulic i£lu . 
Dein fepcem fratrcs oculis cum matrc fub ipfis 
(Proh quaatas ilU flammas, 6l vcrbeia palli) 
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Antiochi fe fe pro relligionc vouebunt • 
Nec dum ille ad^pcdat manantes corpore vermes % 
AcDijsfupplicitcrfledentem, acthurc litantcm 
Ecce Matathias, ( hic primus , nate, tuorum cft y 
Qui fcelcrioccurrit) ciucm mucrone trucidat , 
Immanemq; Syrura > crimen qui turpc iubcbic . 
Spes oblata bonis ducc demum,2u: patre rcperto cft. 
Hunc vita excipiet fun£lum, & fccptra aurca fumet ^ 
Natorum ludas fortiflimus, , armaq; cogcns 
Aduerfas acics necvi, necmolibus?quus 
Fundet humi y quatcr ille fuos in proelia ducec 
Collacis aufus campoconfligere fignis , 
Vlcifciqy Dcum, quatcr (admirabile didu) 
Vi6tor ab aduerfo clarum fcrct orbc triumphum . 
Hic& Apoiloni caput auferet;agminc Scron 
Quaflato fugict , fradtus conuerfa Nicanor 
( Nomina qux hoftiles intcr metucnda cateruas ) 
Terga dabit s Grsecos fors iodignata relinqucf. 
Neciuuenis patrij non rcgni , &c nominis hxrcs 
Or^bit paccm , liccc lili militct omnis 
CoIIcclis Oricns , Auroraque di(coIor armis . 
Ac ludas vlcus lcgcs , & facra Tonantis 
Templum inftaurabitfupcris, aramque locabit 
Ingencem , & vallo pulchram circumdabit arcem ; 
Multa boum puri madabunc corpura patresj 
Ifacidas focios conkribcDCxrc Qu^iritcs • 

Resctiamludiccollapfasmortelcuabic 
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Gernnanus lonathas , murofq; arcesq; nouabit 
Pacatus; poft auxilio , ftudijlq; fouebit 
ladtantcm inucneiTi , genus , & fua regna petentem \ jA 
lllefacMgratusvittadonabiramicum,. \ 
hJcc non purpureo deccrabic vidor amidu • 
Rcbus mutatis , &: rcgc hoflilia ferro 
Agmina prplternet , dein rurfum pace rcperta 
Egregio lonathas feruahit milite regem , 
Confligetq; iterum^vi6tor,regnumq; vetabit 
AfFedldre ferox obieftamole Tryphonem . 
Hac quoq; dcfertus rem fuftinct , & fugat hoftcm. 
In hbcrtatem prifcam fub rege benigno 
Vindicat ccce Simon populum , iugaq; eripir artc j 
Tum primum haud Graijsparcre , auiiue talenta 
Pcndcrc ; confpicuas ctiam de marmore viuo 
Germanis tumuli moles , patriq; locabic. 
At natp adijciet fuperata Hircania nomen • ^ 
Dein ahusticolos, regiscj; infignia primus '.i 
Induec, ingencum &rcnouabic lura parcntum. 

Tahbushxrebat, mrrisq; intema tenebat 
Lumina munenbus lonathas , gratesq,ferebat . 
Nec mora,foUicitum iuuenis mouet igncusagmen. 
Quahsabitpulchcr taurus, turmamq^vircntcm 
In campum ducit , niuea: quem fortc iuuencae 
Vrit amor, pariterq;accenfum fcrtur in hoilcm 
Exultans , hinc pcrcuili paleahbus armi , 
Frons indc attoUit fe fc ardua , cornibus auras 
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. Prouocac , & bifido volucrem ncl r ' °^ 

Haud fecus ardefc.t lona Ci?'^" ' 

rogant ^oIj.mi ; Scnior iciunia mandat . 
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Libef Quartus . 

A.RTEalialegatiadcranc, ficdonaJ 
fctcbanc 

Suluflk Nomadum rcgis , caftrifquc 
rccepti 

AfTyrijsji magnic]^; alco munimine 
valli ' 

Orabant vcniam . pacifq*, imponcrc lcgcs 
Tcrgemini cultu , peregrinx veftisamidlu 
Spcdandi , infigncs opiLus, famaque parcntum , 
Supplicibusqj olcx praecindi tcmpora ramis . 
Ibant ftipatifamulisad liminacentum : 
Rcgia barbaricachlamydcm fcrrugine pidis, 
PoUcjuam introgrcfll , & fandiconccfla potcftas» 
Degcncri curae incumbcns , & mollior igni 
lllos AlTyriumDuxfcdccxccpicabalta. ; 
' Tum flexo Numidx vcnerantur poplite rcgcnv, 
Maflulesc|, potcns diccndi faricr orfus . 

E Lybia, &c pcnc cxcremis c partibus orbis, 
Qua calidis ccllus afflatur fcrrilis Auftris , 
Nosad te , Princcps , Nomadum Rcx magnus iniqua 
Emcnfos maria , dc diucrlis cafibus aftos , 
Qucis tambn cmpta bcnc eft oris pvxkwt tanti , 
Iic iubct , vaftique manum vcncraricr Orbis • 

Vi- 
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Viftricefti Tingenti quariJo c6freprus'amoit 
Perfarum augulU Regis , fummasq: patentis 
Imperij miratus opes , fam^iijqj Tyranni , 
Inuidamqi tuam virtutemvac roBur in armis, 
Ec nomen quod lam fa<aisfefea:quat Olympo, 
Paccm orat>feqj ipfe tibi, fuaqjcxhibet vltro, 
Paxrebusjbellumuccadat, mandacq; pcrrenem 
Acciperc ,ac pr:Bfl:arefidem, 6cconiungeredextras, 
Seraq; perpeiuum firmari iafarcula tediis, 
Huius amicitis non te fortafle pigebit , 
Sunt olli rcgesfatriuli, funtoppida fofci 
Plurima capta manu, paret Gcculus, ec omnis 
Mafsylum regio, nat vallis «quoreclafsis 
Puppibus,atq» infedi auri , fadiq^ talenta 
Sunt multa,&:belloflorccdelc(aa iuuentus; 
Si libeat, non indecores , nec inutilc vulgtis , 
Hos poteris focios bellacibus addcre Perfis . 
Prxterea Regi , quo nos tendemus , & ipfum 
Suppli:iter iuHi donis venccabimur am piis , 
Inftituet (acra Aflyrio, penderq^quotanais . 
Auri magna volcns infcripti pondcra centum , 
Et confanguinex^ perfobct dcbita ^enti . 
Quandoquidemgcnus hincnolhum , 6c natalis oricro, 
Bt fumus antiquum veftro de (anguine crcti i ^ 
Nam vi6la Hclperia,; cafoq; tricorpore rege 
Cum pater Alcidcs popolis (lipatus fcois 
Occiduis olira rcmeans de finibus iret, 

Has 
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Has fcdes Icgeretibi , NomadcsQj vocati 
Sunt patres , ccpitqj Jubens tcrra holpita Perfas , 
Nuncquoq; fafta manenttantorum, ac nomen auoru, 
Famaq; pcrpetuis dcfcribitur altafcpulcliris . 
Hocctiam mcritis> Dudor foniflime , vcUris 
Additur , hoc paccm Perfarum ab Rrge rogamus. 

Talia Mairulesfaius ; dein pocula magno 
Aurcabina Duci donant > (juibus arduus Ailas 
E n itc^ , atq, humcro fulgcntia fuftinct afira ; 
Tum draco, & HclTpcridum rutilant poma aurca fcptif . 
Hic etiam dat fada manu Tirynthius Hcros 
Eximia, Hcrculci^i micant mulcaartelabores. 
Addunt loricam , galcamq; , atq; arrca fcuii 
Tcxta auro parte ex omni radiantia fuluo , 
Tutamenq; , decusq; vjro , Ci prarlia pofcant> 
Ncc didu facilem , Maurufia tcgmina , vcftcm, 
Dona manu vcrfani Pcrfac , ac mirautur honorem . 
Nulla tamen mouerc auidas magcmuoera nientcs j 

Quamgeminiiuuenes,captiuaq;corporabina ,i / 
Suluffa cuidlo pridcm qu;eceperat horte 
( Machlyas appeliantpairiocognominegcntcra }. 
Hi fcxu gaudcQt ab origine llirpis vtroq; , 
Semiuiriq; finu , nam mafcula dcxtra, hniftrum 
Facmineoled hcua laiusgrauat vberemamma, 
Infigni , Aflyrtjsq; ignoto obtutjbus antc 
Spcdaclo explcbaiK oculos , monftroq, trahcbant . 
Pcdora nudi ambo , tum barbara vcftis vtriq, 

. P Prxci- 
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Pr^cipitac fc fe ad furas ,lambitqiCothurnos . 
Abdarides donis , diftisq; intcncus amicis ' 
.Leeatos placidcarapledcns hxc rcddidit ore. 

Fecit perpetuo cjuod Ic ieciflc iuuabit, 
Rcx vcftcr,neciTicntcdicshocaufcret vlla 
Officium , Numida:,manUiro foederec|uippe 
Ipfc in amicitiam coeo, lociofq; faluto , 
tt iam nunc pacis do ccrta in pignora dexcram . 
Ad regem vcro , qucm regna immenfa vcrencut , 
TcmplaqiConftituuntjCumulancqiattaria douis, i 
Dimiccam cgrcgic, &ccmitcs abeuntibus addam , 
Nc qua viar officiant variorum crrorc locornm. fm ^d 
lllc Deum os, humcros refcrcns parcie volentcs 
Excipict facilis, dominique admiccere vc(lri 
Obfcquium haud renuct i quin vos in regna, domoiqi 
Donacos largc pacrias, licofque remiccct . 
Inccrca hofpicijs , iuucnes,fuccedite noftris, 
Et fefTos arcus placida curatc quiccc. " • 

Vix ca didta dedic , cum fc malc fanus ab amplo 
ConfcfTu cripuit populi moderator Eci . 
Scilicccinfando iampridcm fauciusi^u 
Haud fufFerre valcCjferusolIlbus apftuac ignis; 
Sunt olli ancc oculos fcmper mirandaqi formac 
Gracia , ncc voccs non blanda in vcrba folucar. 
Protinus , vt nuilam capto dat flamma quictcm, 
Sc partcs rapit in varias , ac tota pcrcrrat 
Caftra mali impaticns , fi fes Unirc farorcna 

Va. 
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Vadcndo , qualis magiciscorrupta vencnis 
It fera , vel qualis pallus mala gramina taurus j 
lllequidcm latc (yluis fugit arger opacis 
Necjuiccjuam , fxuit miierum fub peaorc viru s * 
Intcrdum folo in ihalamo lc fc abdit , & omncm ' ' ^ 
Confpcdum fugit , &:curis immobilis harrct ; i. 
Nil decus cgrcgium bclli , nii turpis amantem 
Fama mouct , totum tcnct importuna libido . v 
Sic lco , cui magnosdudum furor igncusartus 
Corripuir, fcnfimq; domat, non valla pcragrat 
Arua terox , fed cum gcmitu pcndeutibus xgro / 
Solus pumiccrfub rupibus accubat antri ; 
Pafcitur in latis agris iccura iuucnca . A 
Ipfc etiam cotis cxercitus ocia campis A nor • ^ 
Foeda tent, nulli pugn^ fub pcdorccura eft, i 
Nec pudet eximijs nil famam extcndcre fadis , 
Ncc prcmcre Ifacidam , ac regnum ditione tenerc p 
Dudum cocpta filcnt opera interrupta , nec vlla: » 
AfTurgunt molcs , folus mouct arma Cupido . 
. Tempuscrat, quoSoI noftrisaucrfusaboris 
Flcdlit ^quos procul, 8c iaculis fiigicntia terga l 
Autumni figitcriftati dodlor Achillis, ) 
Et populatur agros , ac fyluis demit honorem . 
Et iam contradtum iuueois venatibus sequo 
Excrcet fub Solc diem , & fquallcntia raucis 
Arua tcrit canibus , longaq; ambage viarum 
Pcrfcquitur lcpotc m , figituc iQterritus aprum . 
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Teda (encxcolit, ficgaudetiamfrigidusigni, 
I>um ludunt ^remio pucri , paruum(]> nepotcm 
Antc focum pleno leftiua alit vbcrc nutrix . 
lamqj adco per inanc dics (c c^uartus agcbat, 
£x quo Bcthuliam curbau it inutilis armis 
Ditfidens populus , feniamcjuc ab rege pctendam 
^ Obtinuit, mediumqj viaedmicn(us Apollo 
Auricomusli(|Uidasj>ingebatclariiisaui:a$« 
Interca latccaitris cftula iuucnms 
Parsvinoindulgent , nccnoncraterasalicnos 
Vcnunt > pais dulci curas aucrtcrc lomno , 
Non alij ludo parcunt , ac tcmpora fallunt . 
Immemorcs j vacui lan^uent in pulucrc currus . 

At non Aflyrius , bclli cui fumma potcftas 
Lartitia* vacat , autfomno dcponit amorcm » 
Sed gemicumcict, atc]ucimofufpiriacordc 
logeminat i vduti (onitum dat fpumeus amnis 
^re cauo inclufus , cum (^ua inccndia fubtcr 
Stridunt , &c mittit Vulcanus ad aftra fauiUam • 
Tum Bagoam aggrcditur. Mc tis pars maxima noftr^, 
Haud (tquum cft tibi crudclcni celarcdolorrm, 
Quime lamdudum cxagitat,tufortcfurentcm 
Vidifti , & milcrum pcnctrafti in pcdtorc vulnus . 
Heu quantos igncs hstc nobis fubijcit ho(pcs , 
Qpx flamma: abfumunt animam , nil talc { fatcbor ) 
Poft(^am prima dics licjuidis mc prodidit auris \ 
$cn(i equidem) fpccic dcc flcdi poftc vcrcbar *| 

Nunc 
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Nunccedo, (uperctcerti , fpoliumq) Cupido 
EgrcgiuQi tcmpii fmntna m fiUligia figac . .ol h 
Tune vides , quflc vis oculis \ tjui grcfTus eunti \- 
Quales purpurco difFundae ab ore loquclas ? 
Quem pigeat tanta vinci ^ ni iblq$ amorem 
Oderit , aut pudcat vid^um virtutc fateri ? 
Vel Dea, credc mihi , elt, vcl fanguinis vna Dearum , 
Nunc cu, per fi (}ua eftpiecas, cjuar plurima c^umeft^ 
Nec fortc haiud mctui vnoftro fuccurre labori , 
Tantum bro, tlbi luditha^ cuftodia curr , 
Tc facilc allocjuitur, tu tentacoi^da precando , 
PoUicitis fuadc > caufasq; haud definc amandi 
Necftere j quid ncgct hic vlcib captiua virago > 
Qua? patriam prodic ^ curabit nc illa pudorem ^ 
AiFer opcm 3 noftra incumbit fpes tcoranis in vno . 

Sicrogacamplcxus^j homincpromuncrc habcndo 
Spondet opcs largc , & leruilia pctlora muket. 
Quid non cogic Amor ?yix appellarc fupcrbos 
Abdaridesproccrcs , fummoquc aflurgcrc Rcgi^ 
Afpcr, accrba tuens, &non placabilisvlli. 
Nunc vbi fetifus hcbct, prcminiF<]rjCupidmecQcca» 
Haud famuli pudet , & tantum ncn pronus adorat . 
Non filuit Bagoas , fiicontrd talibus infit , 

Vidi c<]uidem immane$ animo tibi furgcrccuras 
Ncc venit in mentcm , cjua? tc crudelis inirc 
Pernicies poiTct j nunc quand<y, maxime Dudor , 
Tc Quoquc percuftit fermofac Cvpridis Ales , 

Hoc 
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Hoc vno mccum domini folabor amores , 
Qudd forma , 6c tanus Yirilitibus.iracb aJuftii^^^j 
Vt cibi non arftus huius (icfimi-pudOfi^ffn" ? 
Nunc mandare tuum eft, mefas ( abfifte prccari) 
lufla fcqui , Dominoquc alacrem parcrc merenti 
Tu mihi primalalus, tufummos mitis honores 
largiris , vidcorq; aUcjuis tecum clTc Deorum . 
Actipc nunc , quxnam fubito lcntentia nobis- 

Infurgat ,.ncc verba nega dcimittcrc io aures 

Ipfc intcntacumnil linquam , animumqucmcucb^ ;\ 
Lenibus alloquijs , adiruq; haud vtar iniquo 
Tcmporc cotrepto fandi , meus iftc labor ficT 
Tu tamen intcrea , quando forturia falutem 
Attulit,hotpinbus largas fub vefpere liienfas 

Appofli » & noftra acciri dc gcntc ittl^tO; ^ m-jq 
EoTecTios fimulHcroas . fimul ipfe vpCabo 
luditham , & luxu audebo pnirtcndcrc tadas \ 
Haud dccus abouerit , ni l^ua eft mpnte virago . 
Qmnetiam ad viftum latarum cf>piarcrum 
Deficit , & vacuo fquallcnt ieiunia difco . 
Indc cpulaPjBacchi fic liquor , intq^ieftaqj coenx 
Cirmina fuadcbunt , magno nc pugnct amori, 
Atquelubcns Dommiconcmgat fcruacubilc . \ 
Tum vidor fuctc , & placitis nc parcp Hymenaris . / 

Annuit Afly"^s ^ ^^^^^^'^'^'^g^^ 

>Etherei vctuit , nc quiiviolcntia magni 

Conarctur heri , Bagoafque haud farua fupcrbo >^u , 

* ton- 
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Confilfa inftrucrct ) ncC non conuiuta luxu 
InlHcui iubct ingenti , mcDtcmqj refumic . 
Horrificum ficut f^fidct marc , 6c alta quicrunc 
^cjuora^cum vcnci fugiunr, ac rriftis 0"on 
Nodlcm , hyemcmcj; trahcns , & Ccclo inucdla fercuo 
Pura dics rcbusdclcdum rcddii honorcm . 
Haiidfecus Abdarides Pharij lcrmonclcuatus 
Et iriftcs animos 5 & vukuscxuit a:gros. 
Nec 

mora , fcftinant famuli , mcn(asc}jreponunt, 
Accclcrantcji dapes ; centum (Irauerciuucncos , 
Centum lanigcro rapcos ex vbcrc fcctuJ, 
Dantqi auium immcnfim ftragem , quaefitaq; fyluis 
Fcrcola difponunc , vcrubusq; infcda rcfigunr > 
Ipfariam tcrctcshaftar, iam moUibus cnles 
Oblirf bellum dapibus (eruirc parandi^' 
LartantdV- , fadoq; ( ncfas ) mitefccre turpi ; 
It Bacchus caftris , & cceci matcr Amoris up ^ < 

Rcdor^, igncsq^tcgunt, & fomus Dlympum • 
Noiluroa cxpcdanc acciti tcmpora patrcs . 

Hec fupcr c muris Hcbr^i , ac ^urhbus alcis 1 
Profpcdant dubij , quc lotis^audia caftris , 
Quid vc parcnt , an fortc animos , vircsq; rcfcdi 
Aflyrij fub lucc vclint pugnarc fcquenti 
Molibus aggrcffi miirum , & quaterc arietc portas 9 
Extrcmumq; mahil contra tcntarc laborem . md. 
lamq; adco fupcrcftc nihii fuccurrit alendo 
Scmianimi popuio , & p^cm , veniamq; prccandi 

EfTc 
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Eflcdiem , nondum lucisfplcndefcercquicquani 
Tot tenebras inteac, oec iter prodcflc * nec aufa 
luditha? , ac multo mifcentur moehU 1m<^ • 

Tunc Parcr omnipotcns ftcllato c vcrticc mundi 
Eoi luxum popuU > iiiAcsqj fuorum 
Spcaabatcuras> 6ccordainfra<2:alaborcv ' 
Cum pucr xtheris ciuis pulcherrimus arcis 
Aureolo intonfus flauentes verticccrmes, 
Qui gcnus Abrami i dilcflaq; rcgna cuctur i 
Ifacidurri obfclfis rcmeans de roanibus ibat 
Obfcquio alaruip jrCcfllt FqIus , anxiuMl/c 
Hac Kegern liipj>lcx ofauit vocc tooanicjiTi . j . ,r lat : 

O Pater , afuperumq;'hominum<ii iramcfa poteftas ^ 
Quandoauidem ^ui;»hjKCElcAibu< arma lcuan 
Noftra iubcs , adliim* atq^ «tpcnum Numcn ^do\9j . , 
Scihcct occiduum in pelftgus iam quarra ruit luar , 
Ex quo dccretum AlTyrios admitterc muris . 
Ni prohibc^ y jproh quanta fcrent iiKw4iA viiki^»i. 
Quaha de C^h nitida fpedabimus arC< 
Scruicia , ficcadcs i tyrp^s4 'ibidinlsaufus y 
Singulaquidmctuorcm^ fadum cras imminct atrox, 
Quinctiatn dudum media inter barbara cafcra 
Gentc fub immapi foedo igditha pcriclo 
( Nam quo adeo Cc tantioperis conuiuia vcrtant ? ) 
Subiacet ; aAiobolefn>iaa''qu^ tot dict» per annos , 
ObhcustandcjTX, l^i^tQr/^c^^DCcpignOra was:- 
Ccrtdhanc wgui$ Ycxifti ad fydcra naum 
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Principijs, fummaq; in maieftatc locafti , 
iEtcrnum impcrium , ajtcrni gcftaraina fccptri 
PoIlieitns ;certccafum mifcratus iniquum 
Bcthulia: pridem finc rc, finc frugc (alutcm 
Annucras mirani populo , dextraq; ferendam 
Focminca ; vlla potcft fententia vcrtcrc mentcm ? 
Aft ipfe , infando fceleri cum dcditus cflec , 
Marmoribus cultufq, tuos adhibercc , cundem 
Scmaftt tamcn , 6e patrio tutatus amore cs; 
Nunc, quando iuftis vni tibi fidus in aris 
Sacrafacit, primifq; manum compefcic abadis , 
Deftitucs ? nullisq; adco placabcre votis > 
Hoccquidem amilTos regum folabar honorcs , 
Aucftas &opcs, captiuaq collameorum. 
Scilicct hinc illum (cclis voluentibus olim 
Adforc fpcrabam diuino c femine,gcntes , 
Rcftitucnsaltc prima collapfi ruina, 
Qui regit , & regnum nulhs qui terminct annis , 
Et famam , Icgcsq; fuas, morcmq; facrorum 
Vltra Induni , Gangemq, vltra, Sc vafta acquora ponti 
Protcndat, pcnctrctq; ignotas nominc tcrras , 
Quamquam nulla raihi fpem dcment dura, nec ipfe 
Fcedera vcridicus frangis , captoue rccedis 
Confilio, quGEpolIicitus , Rcx magnc,mancbunt. 

Sic mcmorat , praefens cum fortc hic fubftit Ales 
Aflyrij gcncrisdccus, &tutela,prccesq; 
Prmcipis Hcbran-porcepif > &auribus iuudc» 

Ncc 
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Nec mora . Non cquidem fratris ra tionibus obfto 
( Excipit ) 6 bone Rex , tibiq; haud parere recufe; 
Tu tamcn;, immcrito quamuis , ignofcerc mundo 
Non rcfugis^ tibi neciaus vlcima parccre iniquisi 
Propterea feclis mittes voluentibus illura, 
Vnus reftituat prima qui lapfa ruina j 
Quarc animas etiam Pei farum, & nefcia veri 
Refpice corda , Patcr, queis vitam , animumqi dedifti 
Nempecui Hmilem ,atq> xternaad gaudia natum • 
Non peto , vc Ifacidas valcanc depellere regno , 
Auc delere gcnus 5 fupercnc ( dcbctur ) amici j 
Haud cadit in noftram talis fententia mentem : 
Sed tantam fegetem ne Ditis in horrea mitcas 
Vrendam xtei niim coeco crudelicer igni , 
Id cupio , id fupplex te toto pedlorc poico, 
Ncu lechum acccleres , cua donec numina candcm 
Noflequeant, vitacq; capi mehorisamore, 
Atq^ viam affedare Polo , & contcndere ad aflra \ 
Profuit ambigua non raro in (brcc morari • 
BethuUce haud ratio deeric > qua folucre pofGs 
Obfidium , & manibus luditham aufcrrc profanis • 
Ac, Paccr , Alfyrios (didu miferabile ) nupcr 
Fulminea coc cedexcra fudiflemcmenco 
Ad Styga compulfos , flammxq; a:terna fluenta 
Per nodem : Afly rij poenas denc fciliccc vni } 
Sis facilis precor, 6: prsfentibus annuc votis, 
Hxc ille y hxc Genicor fedato pedloce ];eddic « 

NulU 
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Nulla poceft noftram fentcncia vcrtere mentem 
(Noftis enim pueri ) & prius ima in TartaraCcclum 
Corruet ^crgo animo accipitc, & dcponitccuras» 
Tuq; adeo , ludsca (alus cui plurima cordi eft , 
Ne quererc holhlcsdudum impendcre phalangcs 
Bethulix ; Huic prcfla: dura obfidione falutcm 
Pollicicus caftris ludicham illudere Eois 
Dccrcui , haud aHud mutaco pedorc voluo , 
Oquanco h<ecIu£hiconuiuialxta rependenc 
Manenouoamentcsj mcmorabitur id quoq; fadum 
Per populos , leriq; ftupcbunt aufa minores . 
Macle,meo ^bfplui facinus de numine cura • 
Quinetiam fperas, neq; fpcs te ( abfifte vcrcri ) 
Fallct ab Abrami venturum (emine , gentes 
Qu^i regac, ^ rtgnum nullo qui terminetaiuo 
Diuinum genus , & meafumma, &:(ola voluptasi 
Certc adcrit , ccrcc,vt pluuius de nubibus humor, 
Manabic niucumiu vellus, luccmqj fubipfam 
Auroraein tencras vr ros delabitur nerbas, 
Defcendei , diofq; oculis prxtendet honores. 
Tempeftate illa dcfertas vndiq; tcrras 
Ridere , ac Ixco plaufu ioca fola fonare 
Afpicies , Mars , & bellum delebitur orbc 
Et paxtranquillos populos fecuratenebit, 
Mucronem^^ opifex in curuum fingec aratrum , 
Et veria irt ralcem curabit lancea mcflem . 
Aft setas hunc firma virum cum feccrit , & Cc 
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Pcr mcdias gentcs feret , ac dabit ore loquclas, 
Tunclalietjciufu & potcrit praeuertcrc ceruos 
Claudus , 6c arentes in veiba lonantia folucnt 
Hi linguas, ill coccas liquilTe tencbras 
Ga udebunt , undcmcj^ data rcs lucc tueri : 
Audire hinc alij poterunt ,aurcsq; patebunt 
Prxclufe , atq-, iterum defunda cadaucra Solcm 
Spcdabunt i kdenim ftygijs infenfacatcruis 
Cum vita occumbct , parietq^ in morte falutcm, 
Probraq, crunt decori , mclior nafcetur imago 
Tiim rcrum , artcrniimq, colent fecla aurea tcrrasi 
Quippc meo gcncri fuper & folacunfta , fupcrq; 
itquoris vndofi traftus , coclumqi bcatum 
Imperium immorcalededi, nullamqi tcnebic 
Rcgnandi mctam , 6c populos fimul infcrct aftris, 
luduiaqi latU5 prxcingct , baltheus olli 
Cana fides , penitusqv animas rimatus apcrtas 
lus dicet, priicaq; ruct veftigiafraudis . 
llle doli y fcelcrumq-, fabcr deieftus Oly mpo, 
Qui laxis bacchatur humi metuendus habenis, 
In loca foeta malis , atra fquaIlentiano£le 
Ibit in fftcmum pra^ccps , centumq; prcmctur 
Indignans nodis , nccregnum proterct vlcra 
Ad te nunc , qui caftra foucs aduerfa , reuertor. 
Si gcnus hoc vlla (ub tCEnpeftatc vidcrcm 
Id fore, cruninibus faturuin quod dcniq;foedii 
Abitincal,.numdiqi Patrcm cognofcere dilcac , 

Haud 
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Haud fruftra orarcs,fumma cft mihi parcerexuL^; 
Sed quid fperandum? vcl qua? mchora profaois yr,rj 
Expcdemusab bis,(cclcraEo facra tyranno 
Qui faciunr,noftra^ue aras , & nomina noftra 
Omnibus inuadunt opibus ? num FerGcacela 
Opperiare Polo , & pcrmittas fontibus aftra ? 
Affyrij poenas vni dant , fciliccc vni 
Crcbrius in noftra^ furguntlcgemqi genuscj; 
Quarcagc, ncnoftris , ne nate, obCftcrc perge 
Imperijs,ncu rc pigcat cecidille mcrentcs , 
Non dcerunt , qui facrilego pietatis amantes , 
Succcdant gencri , &c conlccndant aftra nepotes. 

Sic ait , & fincm tremefado rcbus Olympo 
Hunc ftatuit Pater omnipotens : diuina quiefcunt 
Aligeri ad mandata , pares virtutibus ambo , 
Lucc parcs , nempc a Supcris difcordia campis 
Exulat, &reditum nequiquamafFciClatadaftra. 
Ipfc Hebra^orum defccndit ab acthcrc vi6lor 
Princeps ^ & iuxta comitantcm cx agminc pulchro 
Alloquitur puerum . Si fas, difcrimine tanto 
Tc focium optarim , gcneris kix maxima noftri , 
Huc adcs , hoc nbieric non vilis gloria fado , 
Quippc ego dum rchquis infudo rcbus, & ipfi 
Foemineoiateri, atqiobfclhs moenibus adfto , 
Abstc quidcupiain,iDcntem huc aduercc, rccludam^^ 
Moxcum purpuico , proccdcc vcfpcr Olympo , 
Humeatemqj polo tellus infgcrleric vmbram 



Dux oxMtcs Njuiilidas , bel^iqj ttiagiftros 
Pcrsarum primoscfnilis iahiticbparatis 
Expleri dabic , & menfis accumbereopimis. , 
I lla adcr ic fimdans i pr cmec aitas pcftorecuras ' 
Vadeagcnunb'4^rg;<:^viiccelluremld>creftibter, j^V 
Infandoscji lacus , &rcgnahorrentiaqu2ere , ' 
Lcchaius qua latc ingcns immurmurat amnis , 
llhcper ripas , incerqvpapaucra dulci, i 
Inuenies Somnum Ibpicum membra quiece ; 
Hunc cape , pulfatumqi adco de fcdibus atris 
Eruc , ni fecias , nunquam , tardufuc fequctur , 
Atq,artbrrciubc cognati fluminis vndam 
AlTyrium intra callra , fonorifcrumq, hquorcm 
Tum Baccho, &patcrislateexitiale vencnum 
Mifceac , & miferum fpargar per vina foporem . 
Quy deindccucniant , curare haud tempons huius , 
Hoc inftat nunc , tu voluctcm,pucr , arripc curfum , 
Vnum oro , noftrisq; ccler (uccurre periciis . 
Dixerat : is rofeoconcrahc cxcipit ore. 

Immi^go (bUicitus vellris nicadiungcrc rebus 
Optabam dudum , nuncquando nota voluntas 
Eft tua , parcc puer prccibus , mandata capelTo . 
Ccnticuit^focio &celcri parcre volatu 
Fcftinat , liquidasq; fdgaprseteruolatauras y 
Et fubit oWcurum terrac , caueasq*, latentes 
Ingrclfusfirimum ftuuiorqm , ignota^; Nili 

Princi- 
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Principia, &cunas » fumancibus inde caminis 
Argcntumq,- aurum^; , & ftagnalicjucntia fcrri 
Valla vidct , ftudiumqi homiQum exccraturinanc i 
Talia qui tcrra , &: tctra caligine mcrla 
Vcftigant, putnbusq; iiihiantduclccre rebus • 
Vcntum crat ad limcn , graditur nil fcgnior illc , 
Squallcntesq-, domos Herebi , (cmperqiCaccDtes. 
Lucelocos adic, turuum cenct auccusQrcum 
Hinc via diuidicur duplex > 64^femita calles 
Partitur grminos, frc Li?ua Acherontisadamneai, 
CocitiqiflnMm, i'hlcgetoiiitaq; , fulphurefumanc 
Horrendo loca , ncc rcquics datur vlla malorum , 
Hic aninn:r (bntcs , crunen qpa: triftc piarc 
Abnuerant , vatia (cu rclligtonc Qcor um jj 
Siue udij'; pfcax expletis, fqfoqyCruorc , 
Ec quas lu tanda dulcedinc coeca voluptas 
Impulicin fcclus , ficmaculircalicna fubcgic 
Hofpitia , infontisqi torum violarc mariti , 
Gauifo: aut fuito func 3 ncc dum vita roanebac , 
Pcrtarfum eft cuJpx ^ mctis finc tcmporis vllis 
Durum exerccntuc pocniSf pars vnguibus artus 
Vncis diripitur , pars flammis acribus vfta 
Taurinis piceasmugiiibus incitat auras , 
Hi feruent xrc impofiii , cahdjsqi coquuntur 
Fludibus, aft alij fubiedo ad lumina collo 
Frigcnti muldanturaqua, gelidoq; premuntur 
Fluminc, fadaiuanuscircum, formaiqipcrerranc 

Horri- 



Hoiribiles, ftimulantq; igncs, & verbera donanc . 
Hic & qui tcrras humanofanguine primus 
Tinxit, & in fracrcm docuit l^uire minores, 
itftuat, atqi aufi fuperos imponcre contra 
Saxum immanc fok> , turrimq^attollcre ad aflra , 
Torqucntur , dux antc alios Ncmbrothus in imo 
Tunditur , & magni dat pocnas impius aufi , 
Qucm molcsfuper impohtx , & pro criminc faxi 
Saxa premunt,prcmitur vox , & fub pondcrcanhclat . 
Spirat adhuc ignem Pharao , vuituq; minatur 
Horrifico , Ifacidas qaalis , Molcnq; (ecutus ; 
Interca iadlatur aquis , & fulphurc foedo 
Mcrgicur : hic & Achab crcpitancc cxuritur igni i 
]s^cc proculinianda^coniux Ixuidimaculpx 
Suppliciacxhaurit, raptisqi afHigitur agris-, 
Innumcriq, luunt po^nas , capica ardua quondam> 
hkinc turba infclix , fprctum , cxccrabile vulgus . 
Forcunati inopcs,Terum quos nullaflucntum 
Cura premrt , nccamor ftimulat malc fuadus habend 
PallafcifcifTa fulgcnt, & fimplicecrufta 
Gaudcnt, ac cedo qujcriinefub purpurc icgnum ; 
Illis non luxas mifcro mucabitur igni 
Ambro(ia ^chcria facuris, & ncilarc puro , 
Non h jpc pv6 auHitis horrentia clauftr.i fubibunc . 

A t di^xcram ccnucre boni , pars igaca cuius , 
Scilicet inflccis acies vbi plurimaculpis 
Relhqtiias fceUrum , leuia &€omniiiTa piare ^ 

Con- 
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Coofuegicflaramis j famos fpcs mitigat ignes . 
Pars autem impatiens poenarum , expcrsq^ doloris^ 
.FJorentesluci, nccnon moUiflimaTempc 
Haud prociil > & fedcs intado verc pate/cunt . 
Hic anim^e infontes iiabitant , fanftoq; fruuntur 
Elyfio ( finus Abrami cognomine didus ) 
iXam (ju^ pnncipib rcdla vencrc rclido 
Corpore culparum exortcs , <)uam carcerc dudte 
Contiguo , & media: flammis lullfalibas orz 
Tempencm nixa^in placidam ; fimul atq; piarant 
Hx lab^em , <\u ippc hiec alacjes loca Ixu (ubibant , 
Donec ab «cerno promiflus Numinc Vindex 
Adforet!, & ciauliieraslaxaret Auerni, 
Inferrccqi Poloiocios . fcruionibus illi 
Oquibus exiiij fa/lebanttordia Jongi ; 
CarmiuA venturo qtiap non humanacanebanc 
Ardentes Regi ,conuexaq, mente petcbant. 
Hic gemini patres humanar (tirpis ori^o, 
Hic dcmiira neci fobolcs , & vidor acju:vrum 
Vithacor , fimui Abramus , fimulofdine longo 
Abrami genus innumcrum, vatcsq; fedebant > 
Mofes antcalios , cani Samuelis imago 
Proxima , tum Oauid cythara donatusolympi. 
Intered ahgcra: labuntur ah «thcre mentcs , 
Solanturcji, moras , dc dix luci^ amor cm . 
Nec minus ad Lethen iuueni^dcmillus abalto, 
Vt propius lietit , aJloquio compcllat amicos 

R Prxci- 
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Frarcipiti ,tTiulcetq; animos , fadliq; propinqui 
Summa kgitcapita, & vcntis velocior cxic . 
lllo autcm auerttnte pcdcm , & fpatia ampla fccaatc 
Pollicc percuflit chordai , qui rcgia vatcs 
Sceptraculic, dum vita fuit , voccmq; , animumq-, 
Multa Deoplcnus cecinit , dixicq; futura. 

Saluc,magna virum domitrix,quam Rcclor Olyrapi 
Dat regum pr^ftare armis , lateqj patentcm 
Auroram premerc, atq; orbsm (ub figna coaftum ; 
Fortunata nimis,ncq;enim finciaudcTonantis 
Eximia fadum hoc adeb , dc tua fama ftrctur » 
Qua Sol cumq; micat , rutilo dum fyderacoelo 
Labentur^dum Luna fuum vaga circucc orbcm , 
Grandiaq; attonici celcbrabunc aufa nepoccs . 
lamqueadeo noftrae laudes , acq; inclyca f aSa , 
Mat^norumq; tuisconcedant nominaregum. 
Tcmpus eric , quando tanta? viitutis amorc 
Inccnfus Vates Mufarum haud vltima cura> 
Pntre Athcfi vares fatus., 6c Benacide Nympha, 
Magnanimum iuxta Tyberim , facroq; fuperbura 
Imperio , & latc cosloq; Hcreboq; verendo , 
Tc canat , &: curis intcrdum ereptus iniquis 
Gella peregrinis mandct tua fortia chartis, 
Ac flimulet refidcs animos , & inertia corda , 
Scilicct vt tandcm mcmores virtutis auitx , 
Atq; tui in primisaufusexempla (ccuci , 
Compofitispoflquam rcbus pax aurea regcs 

Lc- 
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Lenicrit dono Diuum, & Pacrisarcc Latini , 

Ipfl opibus fiinul vnaniincs , & faederc iundi 

Accepcis inhicnc cxtingui dcdecus armis , 

Ec diccni ^gypcum, ac Solymum puichcrrima regna 

Connixicripianc vindis ^duroq; Tyranni 

Scruic!o,cffoecum (enioqui deniqi mandum 

Viribus inuadec vadis , laceq; cenebic 

Litcora, v^nimtuoiLacijs vicinacdlonis, 

Ec(u(piraca dcnc hbcrtaccpociri, 

Sacraq; rellicuant , arafq; ac votareponant. 

lUum non Badra cxcipianc» non vhima Thule^ 

Scd coniuracx depellanc vndiq; gences, 

Crudcles vc nuda manus po(l cerga reuindus- 

Spedccur cclcbrcsGapitoli implcrc criumphos, 

Vindicibus poenas necnon pcrluhicre flagi is . 

Tc decus hoc, fpecicfqi ohm Pacer Vrbis , & Orbis ^ 
Magnc V R B A N E, manec , cum tu virtucibus iureo 
Foccundum caput cximijs diadcmacc cinges, 
Ec per fepcenos aluearia B /\ R B A R A coiles 
Melladabunc. ccicrum adeo pociencc, reduwac 
BcllaiicccMauors, &abalpibusinferac arma 
Deie£lurum vrbes minicans , camcn alca paiebic 
lanua cum Sophix , acq; acrollec regia N^f ufas, 
Qjarum laus ingens tutc jpfe, ornere priusquam 
Auroccrgemino, t^arnafi augcbis honorcs, 
tc nollro xthcrius picdro iartabcrc Vates> 
Rcrum intcr curas magnarum , & grandia lcgum 
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Pondcra, quo intcrdum laptus fupcr aftra quiefcas 
At visconfilijtua poftquatn ,t&crhfcia virtus 
>f cjuora trans p.onti validis difoda carinis . 
BeJlorumijtaUa triftes aucrtcrlt iras^ y j ^ 
Et dc barbarico deuexcrit orbc triumplMTm V-»^^- 
Vno tum populi gaudebunc denique ouili, 
Et folo vnanimes fub te Paftore cubabunt. 

Hffc prodit , krisqvbilarat fvicccflibasaorcs 
Fatidicus Vates ,lateloca murmnrrplaudant. 
Refpon(ant ncmora , & voccm dodla auia reddunt. ^ 

Hos igitur,tnanefq;inccr,quiadtempor£ocrta 
Daotpoenas, medius Letharus diffluitamnis,. 
Nec prius cgrelsis igni fas ora vidcre , . . 

San(Cloruqihcroum,duiccsq;intrarcTecefrust-^- nr 
Quf m fe fc ablucrint , & lcnco fluminc mergant 
ObJiti noxas , vcterHq; piacula vitx . 
Hos iuxta laticcs fquallcnris margine ripar 
Torpentem dc morc Pucr coclcftis , & oranium 
Immemoremrcperit Somoum, cui pallida fempcr *• li^ 
Ora , graiics octil u dcfrs prc mit 1 1 ia pcn na ; : 
Conftitit iUe fuper > nocj; fegnius cxcirat vrgens 
Cundantcm ,laicri 6ccalccscliditinerii. 
Surgeage,rumpc moras,non hxclibi commoda pofcic> 
Quod gcrere cft opiis ,;e5clamar, dein cprnua rore 
Lcth^co implcFc^ ac virgam dcferre iubebar 
Somnifcram^loiigccurasqua: auenit ^niqaas > 
Amn^^majdferkjiUo , atq^ oblruia mentibusinfrrt . 
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lamq; itcr arripiunt , fupcrasquod ducit ad auras , 
Egrcfsi , fed tarda rtiouct vcftigiaSomaus . , j 
Vt fcfTus fonipes, male fanaaut gramina paftus 
Lenrus agit fe fe , ac mcdiocadic aggcrc, quippc 
Ni dcfertus equcs calcaribus vrgcac armos , 
Ncquicquam patrias propcrc defidcrat ^dcs . 
HaudfecusintonfusllcUaticiuisolympi . 
Irruit , &comixis capiticrudelerainatur'. . ; 
lamq; foli conucxa tencnt^ iam mocniaftangiint 
Caftrorum, liquidamq; feruncin Imiinamorcem, 
£ccc (ub ingrcHu portas albcrc patcntcs 
Refpiciunt ; dant vina cadis , & pocula ponunt 
Ardcnxes famuli , lychnofqv in (cra fuperbos 
Tcmjpora fu(pendunt ; tcllus iuftcrnitur oftro > 
Ipfe(oporaram Lethxo fluminc virgara 
Excuticiaplenosarrcptotcmpore Somnus 
Euigilans vtres , mifcctq; papauera Baccho. 
Milcsadeftaciccxfupera, rcmq; ordinccurat y i 
lllc auccm oblicusripceq; Herebiq-, foporem 
Accipir, & caftris medius reqiiielcit in amplis. 

Intcrcahaud Bagoas mi(eri Du(5lorisaraorum 
Immemor affatu moUi len ire pueilam 
Tendebat, fandumqjanimisabolere pudorem. 

VirgogenusDiuorumtinquit) pcrqua aurca noftrx 
Secula nunc pubircdierunra?thcrc,fola 
Quid refides ^ quid tc Ipcrncntem hxc lumina ceroo? 
Dulciaq; cgrcgiac viqlantcmiura iuucnte ? 

» Vita 
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Ceucanibuspoftquamiuucnummanus vndic]; cinxit > 

Ac tclis ncmus , & tota quani lu^e fecuta cft , 

Inclufitccriiam prarda gauifa propinqua i 

Ecce per ojccultos aditus intei ric^ turcim 

Labitur , & longc campum cenct illa pacentem, 

Armaq; , &c illufa-m temnit feci^ra caceruam j 

llli abcunc ,<liraqi inculant voce l.iborem . 

Non aliter Bagoam gaudentem , & vana tumcntem 

luditha elufit , palmaq; fefellic inani . 

Protiniis impanbuscuris in ceda fcruntur 

Regia , damnancemq; n;^oras , & amore furcntcm 

Inuenerc Ducem i placitos vbi fulgcre vulc^s 

llle vidctj.prafcrisqvfurit crudclius ignis, 

Optaco cum pollc fi ui fe r-ctur amore , 

Lajtitiaqi flupore liraul conterricus , amens 

Effari ncqui£ , actrepidat , nec fecapit ipfe , 

Nec iamdiuinum pacicur prjcfencis honorem 

Fromis in obcucu primo . vir qualis in auras 

Edndus, longam latebris , 6c carcere codco 

Quiiacuit ,non ferrediem,Solemqj fub ip(b 

Egrcffu valeat j da^ lux ipfuetaicpebras . 

Tandcoa illam, quicunq-foteft > aflatur , & onnji 

Abdarides colere officio, acqj ornarc laborat. 

Nec mQrA*dAntmanibusJyrkipham, mcnfasq,coronant 

Hcrocs, flratocircurp difeumbitur auxo , 

Quisnam cpulas memorec, malcfaniacq^ hauftaLyei. 

Pocula abincauus • ;Cadci"n corrupca iuuencus 

Arma 
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rma mourt callris,dapibusc);cpulaturQpimis* 
fontamcn illa fui , legisq; oblitapatcrnc , jbnl 
Ora pcrcgrinac contaGu poliuit efc^, 

Continuitcjimanus, &Perfasarte fcfellic; 
Rclliquias patriac Cer eris , puricj; liquorcs ' - - ; 
Nam fbntis.furtim dominarfuggeflerat Abra. 
Huc omnesconuerfi oculi , Dux vnius ore f 
Pcndere , ac iuxta pofitam fine fine percrrac 

Luminibus tacitis , & fc fe in fiinera mitrit . 
Siccantu illcdx volucrcs, autfarrc per herbam 
Difpofito , pubes qua rctia tendit agreftis, 
Dum fecircumagunt rcpctito f:epc volatu, 
Tandcm h^rcntcapca:. Qupte ipfcmiferrime, rcsq^ 
Proijcis AlTyrias Pquanri (breuiseftmora)quanti 
Tc blandi exortemmcrcarioptaucris ignis. 

Hic noua pro ccenam pcnturo peftis amanri 1 
Additur , & miferum geminat fubcordefuroremj' 
Namqi Dion:EU$ ^pcpcrit q^ucnrGnoflia tcllus , 
Carnaina.ia Ifacidis lamprKlcm inuenta ruinam 
Dulcc rcfcrt, curuiq, eborisfila ajurea puilat . 
Vndc Amor cxortus memorat rquo temporc Itxctk^ 
HaulcrK,)Vt fiaacm tulerit ,quo crefcc?rc polTct , 
Cypria fatidici lcitata oracula Phccbi : 
Vtq, pucr fit mollis Amor,crudclis &c idcm 
Puniat ingrata? paflira faftidia mcnrisi. 
Additvim puerimagnam omnipotenris^&vno 
Immenfam muadimolcm confiftcrc Amocc , 

S Atq; 
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Per mcdias gentcs feret , ac dabic ore loquclas, 
TunclalictjCiHfu & potcrit prfleuertercceruos 
Claudus, 6c arentes in verba lonantia folucnc 
Hilincruas, ill coecasliqui(re tcncbras 
Ga udcbunc , undcmcp data rcs lucc tueri : 
Audire binc alij poterunt >aurcsq; patebunt 
Pra:clu(ae , atqi iterum defun£l:a cadaucra Solcm 
Spcflabunt lcdenim ftygijs infcnfacatcruis 
Cum vita occumbct , pariecqi in morcc faluccm, 
Probraqi crunt dccori , mclior nafcetur imago 
Tiim rcrum , xtcrniimq, colcncfecla aurca ccrras» 
Quippc mco gcncri fuper 6c fola cundla , fupcrq; 
itquoris vndofi traftus , coclumqi bcatum 
Imperium immorcalcdedi, nullamqi tcnebic 
Rcgnandi metam , 6c populos fimul mfercc aftris, 
luUkiaq; Iatu« prxcingcc , baltheus oUi 
Cana fides , penitusq; aniraas rimatus apcrtas 
lus dicet , prilcaqj ruet veftigia fraudis . 
llle doli , fcelcrumq; fabcr deieftus Oly mpo, 
Qui laxis bacchatur humi metuendus habenis, 
)n loca foeta malis , arra fquallentia no£te 
Ibit in arternum prjrceps , ccntumqs prcmctur 
Indignans nodis , necregnum proferet vlcra 
Ad te nunc , qui caftra foucs aduerfa , reucrcor. 
Si gcnus hoc vlla (ub cctnpeftatc vidcrcm 
Id forc, cruninibus laturum quod dcniqifocdis 
i^bitincai^inundiqi Pacrem cognofcerc diicac , 

Haud 
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Haud fruftra orarcs>fumma eft mihi parccrfycor^ \ 
Sed quid fpcrandum? vcl qaa?mchorapiXi§i.a^.,^ ^^^i 
Expedlcmus ab his^tcclcraco facra cyranno 
Qui faciunr,noftra^ue aras , & nomina noftra 
Omnibusinuadunc opibus? numPcrdcacela 
Opperiare Polo , & pcrmiccas foncibus aftra ? 
Affyrij poenas vni danc , fcihcec vni 
Crcbrius in noftraoi furgunclcgemq^ gonusqj 
Quarcagc, ncnoftris , nc nace, obCftcrc perge 
Imperijs,ncu ce pigcac cecidille mcrenccs , 
Non dcerunc, qui fatrilego piecacisamances , 
Succcdanc gcncri , 6c conlccndanc aftra ncpoccs. 

Sic aic, 6c finem cremefado rcbus Olympo 
Hunc ftacuic Pacer omnipocens : diuinaquiefcunc 
Ahgcri ad mai»daca , parcs vircucibus ambo , 
Lucc pares , nempc a Superis difcordiacampis 
Exulac, &redicum nequiquamafFc^lacadaftra. 
Ipfc Hcbrxocum defccndic ab aechcrc wiStot 
Princeps y & iuxca comicancem cx agminc pulchro 
Alloquicur puerum . Si fas, difcrimine canco 
Tc focium opcarim , gcneris kix maxima noftii » 
Huc ades , hoc cibicric non viiis gloria fafto , ■) 
Quippc ego dum rehquis infudo rebus, & ipfi 
Foemineo iaceri, acq^ obfcins moenibus adfto , 
Abscc quidcupiam,jDcncem hiic aduercc, rcciudam^^ 
Moxcum purpuLco , procedec vefpcrOlympo , 
Humencemqj polo tellu$ infperleric vmbiam^. 
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ludithfx^Ailyrias miferb cfc^rtrtfptUS amotef ' 
Dux or^rtoits Niimidas , beljiqj ttiagiftros 
Pcrsarum prirrtoscpulis iamtitfe paratis 
Expleri dabit , & menfis accumberc opimis , 
Illaaderic6myans'| premecaltaspc£torecuFas 
Vade agc ntini/Wg(!^V tellurem labereCubter , 
Infandosqi lacus , & rcgnahorrentiacjua:re , 
Lethxus qoa latcingensimmurmuraramms> 
Illicper ripas,inter^'papauera dulci, • 
Inuenies Somnum fopitum membra quiccc ; 
Hunc cape , pulfatumqi adco de fcdibus atrw 
Eruc , ni facias , nuhquam , tardufuc fequctur , 
Atq,artcrreiube cognaci fluminis vndam 
AlTyrium incra callra , foporifcrumq, liquorem ; 
Tum Baccho, Sdpacerisiacecmiale vencnum 
Mifccac 5 Scitiifcrum fpargat per vina foporem . 
Quar deindc eucnianc , curare hau i cempons huius , 
Hoc inftar nunc , cu volucrcm,puer , arripc curfum 
Vnum oro , noftrisqvceler fuccurrc periclis . 
Dixerac: is rofeocontrahc cxcipit orc. 

Immi ciro follicicus vcllris mcadiungcre rcbus 
Opcabam dtidum, nuncquando noca voluncas 
Eft cua , parcc pucr prccibus , mandaca cape(fo . 
Ccncicuic^focio &celcri parere volatu 
Fcftinat § liquidasq; fdgaptaeceroolacauras > 
Et fubit obfcurum terrx , caueasq*, latcntes 
Ingcelfus-primum fluuiorum, ignotaq; Nili 
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Principia, &cunas » fumantibus inde caminis 
Argentumq,- aurum<j; , & ftagnaliquentia fcrri 
Vafta vidcc , ftudiumq; homiQum exccraturinanc » 
Taliaqui terra , 6c tetra caligine mcrfa 
Vcftigant, putribusq; inhiantditcfccre rcbus . 
Vcntum crat ad limen , graditur nil fcgnior illc , 
Squallcntcsq; domos Herebi a fcmperqvcaceoceSc 
Luce locos adic » turuum cencc aureusOrcum 
Hinc via diuiditur duplex ^ 6c f^mita calles 
Partitur gr a^inos , f tc laeua Acherontis ad amnem , 
Cocitiqilmum, i^hlegetontaqi , fulphurefumanc 
Horrendo loca , ncc reqoics datu^r vlia malorum , 
Hic aninne iontcs , crimcn qjua- triftc piarc 
Abnuerant , vana fcu rclligtone Peorum % 
Siue udij^ preiiae expletis,fqfoqicruore , 
Etqiiasiutanda.dulccdiaecGeca.voluptas 
Impulit in fcelus , & macuhrc alicoa fubcgit 
Hofpitia , infontisqi corum violarc marui , 
Gauifa: auc fuxto func 3 nec dum vica mancbac , 
Pcrcarfum cft culpa?, mctis finc lemporis vllis 
Durum cxerccotm: panis, pars vnguibus artus 
Vncis diripiiur , pars flammis acribus vfta 
Taurinis piceasmugiiibus incicat auras , 
Hi ferucnc xre im pofiti , cahdjsqj coquuncur 
Fludibus, aft ali j fubic6lo ad lumina coUo 
FrigCDCi muldancuraq^a, gelidpq; prcmuntur 
Fluminc, fadaiDanuscircum , formaiq; pcrerranc 
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Horribiles, ftimulantq; igncs, & verbera donant . 
Hic&quiterrashumanofanguineprimus , 
Tinxtt > & in fratrem docuit Izuire minores , 
itftuat, atq; aufi fupcros imponerc contra 
Saxum immanc fok) , turrimqiattollcrc ad aftra , 
Torqucntur , dux antc alios Ncmbrothus in imo 
Tunditur , & magni dat pocnas impius aufi , 
Qucm moksfuper impofitar , & pro criminc faxi 
Saxa premunt,prcmitur vox , 6c (ub pondcrcanhclat . 
Spirat adhiic ignem Pharao , vultuq; minatur 
Horrifico , Ifacidas qaalis , Molcnq, fecutus ; 
Intcrca iadlatur aquis , & fulphurc Redo 
Mergitur : hic & Achab crcpitante cxuritur igni } 
Ncc proculin&ndsconiux (a^uiflimaculpac 
Supplicia cxhaurit , raptisqi afHigitur agris i 
Innumcriq, luunt pa^nas , capita ardua quondam , 
Nuncturba infclix ,fprctum , execrabile vulgus . . 
Fortunatiinopcs,fcrum quos nuUaflucntum 
Cuia premrt , nccamoTftimulat malc fuadus habchdi 
Palla lei fciffa fulgcnt , & fimphce crufta 
Gaudcnt , ac teao quoetiincfub purpure icgnum ; 
Ulis non luxas mifcro mutabitur igni 
Ambrofia ^thcria faturis, & nciflare puro , 
Non hxc prv3 auratis horrentia clauftM fubibunc . 

A t dc-xtram tcnucreboni , paris igiica^cuius , 
Scilicct inflctis acies vbi plurima culpis 
Rclhctiias fcckrum , icuia accommiira piarc 

^ Con- 
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Coofucuic flaramis j fa:uos fpes mitigat igncs 
Pars autem impatiens poenarum , expcrsq^ dolorisi' 
Fiorentes I uci , nec non molliflima Tempc 
Haud prociil , & (edcs intado verc pate/cunt . 
Hic animic infontes habitant , fan£koq; fruuntur 
Elyfio ( finus Abrami cognomine didus ) 
iXam qu^a: pnndpio refta vencrerelido 
Corpore culparum exortcs , quam carcerc d\i£tx 
Comiguo, &medi«flammis lullralibas orar 
Tempericm nix^io placidam ; fimul atq^ piarant 
Hx lah^m , <}uippc hxc alacies locaLcia fubibauc , 
Donec ab «cerno promidus Numine Vindex 
Adforet', & cJaufi leras laxaret Auerni , 
Inferreccji Polo iocios . fcrmonibus iUi 
Oquibi^^ exiiij hiHebant txdia Jongi y 
CarminA Venturo quacjion iiumanacanebanc 
Ardentes Rcgi ,conuexaq, mence petebant. 
Hic gcmini patres iiumanar itirpisorigo, 
Hic demilTa ncci foboles , & vi£tor aquurum 
Vithator , fimiii Abramus , fimul ordinc longo 
Abrami gcnus innumcrum , vaccsqi iedcbant ^ 
Mofes antcalios , cani Samuelis imago 
Proxima, cum Dauid cythara donatusolympi. 
Incered aligera: labuncur ab «chcre mentes , 
Solanturcji mv^ra^ , & dxx iucis amor em . 
Ncc minus ad Lethen iuuenisdcmiflus abalto, 
Vtpropiiis fletit, ailoquiocompellacamicos 

R Fr«ci- 
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Prarcipiti ,iTiulcctqi animos , fadlicj; propinqui 

Summa legiccapita, &c vcntis velocior exic • 

Illo autem aucrttnte pcdcm , & fpatia ampla fecantc 

Pollice percuflit chordas , qui rcgia vatcs 

Sceptra tulic, dum vita fuir , vocemq; , animumq-, 

Multa Deoplcnus cccinit, dixicq; futura. 

Salue,magna virum domitrix,cjuam Reclor Olymp 
Dat rcgum prxftare armis , lateq; patentcm 
Auroram premcrc, atq; orbem fub figna coadlum ; 
Fortunata nimis,nec];enim fine laude Tonantis 
Eximia fadlum hoc adc6 , & tua fama ferecur , 
Qua Sol cumq; micac , rucilo dum fydcracoelo 
Labcntur^dum Luna fuum vaga circuec orbem , 
Grandiaq; atconiti celcbrabunc aufa ncpoces . 
lamqueadeo noihx laudcs , acq; inclyca faSa , 
Maf^norumq; tuisconcedant nominaregum. 
Tcmpus erir , quando tantx viitutis amorc 
Inccnfus Vatcs Mufarum haud vltima cura> 
Patre Athc(i vares fatus., & Benacidc Nympha, 
Magnanimum iuxta Tybcrim , facroqi fuperbura 
Imperio , & lace coeloq; Hcrcboqj vcrendo ^ 
Te canac , &: curis interdum creptus iniquis 
Gefta peregrinis mandct tua forcia chartis , 
Ac ftimulct reHdes animos , 6c inercia corda , 
Scilicct vt tandcm memores virtutis auica:, 
Atq; tui in primisaufusexempla (ecuci , 
Compoficispoflquam rcbus pax aurea reges 
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Lenicrit dono Diuum , &c Pacrisarcc Latini , 

lp(i opibus fimul vnanimes , &c fceJerc iundi 

Accepcis inhicnc cxcingui deJecus armis , 

Et diccni i£gypcum, ac Solymuni pulchcrrima regna 

Connixieripiaac vindis ^duroq; Tyranni 

Seruirio,efFoecum (cnioqui deniqj mundum 

Viribus inuadcc vaftis , laccqj ccncbrc 

Liccora, v^ nimium Lacijs vicina colonis , 

Ec (ufpiraca dcnc iibercatcpociri, 

Sacraq; reilicuant > arafqi ac vorareponant. 

lUum non Badra excipianc» non vlcima f hule, 

Sed coniuratar depellanc vndiq; gcntes, 

Crudcles vc nuda manus poll terga rruindus- 

Spedlecur celcbresCapicoli implerc criumphos , 

Vindicibuspcenas necnon pcrluhiere flagi is . 

Tc decus hoc, fpcciefcj; olim Pacer Vrbis , & Orbis , 
Magnc V R B A N mancc , cum cu vircutibus aureo 
Foccundum caput cximijs diadcmatc cingcs, x^^^^ 
Et per fcptcnos aluearia B /\ R B A R A colles 
Mclladabunc. cc rerum adco pocicnce, reducac 
BcUalicccMauors, &:abalpibus!nfcracarma 
Deiedlurum vrbes minicans , camen alra paicbic 
lanua cum Sophix , acq; arrollcc regia V ufas, 
Qjarum laus ingcns cucc jpfe, ornerc priusquam 
Auro cergcmino, Parnafi augcbrs honorcs , ridr 
tt nollro xihcrius plcdro lartabere Vates, 
Kcrum intcr curas magnarum , 6c grandia legum 

K 1 Pon- 
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Pondcra, quo intcrdum rapcus fupcr aftra quicfcas . 
At visconfilijtua poftquacn ,t&crhfcia virms' 
-^quora trans ppnti validis diiiifta carinis 
Belloruniijtalia triftcs aucrterit iras , , 
Et dc barbarico dcucxcrit orbc triomphiim , 
Vno tum populi 2;audcbunt dcniquc ouili, 
It folo vnanimcs (ubtePaftorc cubabunt. 

H;rcprodit, lcriscjvbilarat fvicceflibtiaaares t^'''' ^ 
Fatidicus Vatcs ^latcloca murmnrrplaudant. 
Rcfponfant ncmora ,&:voccm dodta auia reddunt. 

Hos igitur,tiiancfqiintcr,quiadtcmporaccrca.' * 
Daot pcenas, mcdim Lctharus diffluitamnisy ' 
Kccpriuscgrefsisignifasora vidcrc j 
Sanilorupihcroum^dukcsqvintrarcTeceffusi - vr-^-^^^y^P^ 
Quf m fc ie abluctiot, & lcncofluminc merganr 
ObJiti noxas,vcteri(q; piaculavitx . 
Hos iuxta laticcs fquallcntis marginc ripar ^ 
TorpcntcmdcmorcPucrcoclcftis , &omnium 
Immemorcm rcperit Somnum, cui pallida fempcr aa^ 
Ora,graiicsoctil^dc&sprcmitilia penna; i 
Conftitit iUe fuper > noq; (egniuj cxcirat vrgiris 
Cundantcm , latcri 6ccalces clidjt incrti . 
Surgeagc,rumpe moras,non ha:clibi commoda pofcic> 
Quod gcrcire cft opns , esclamar, dein cprn aa rore 
Lctharo impl^^re^ ae virgamdcferrc iubebat 
Somnifcram,longc curas qua: auertit ^niqaas 
Atnn9^st4^n$i\\o,i atd^ obiruia mcnttbus infcrt . 

.i lamq> 
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lamq; itcr arripiunt , fupcrasquod ducit ad auras , 
Egrefsi, fcd tarda mouct vcftigiaSomnus . 
Vt fcrtus fonipcs, malc fanaaut gramina paftus 
Lcntus agit (efc, acmcdiocadicaggcrc, quippc 
Ni dcfertus eques calcaribus vrgcat armos , 
Nequicquam patrias propcrc dcfidcrat ^dcs . 
Haud fccus intonfus ilcUati ciuis olympi . 
Irruit 5 &comitis capiticrudelcrainatur. 
lamcji foli conuexa cencnty iam mocniafiangunt 
Caftrorum , liguidamq; ferunt in limina mortem, 
Eccc fub ingrclfu porcas albere patcntcs 
Refpiciunt j dant vina cadis , & pocula ponunt 
Arden^es famuli , lychnofq; in (cra fuperbos 
Tcmpora fu(pendunt ; tcllus iiiftcrnirur oftro > 
lpfe(oporatam Lethao.fluminc.virgam 
Excutitinplcnosarreptotcmporc Somnus 
Euigilans vtrcs , mifcetq-, papauera Baccho. 
Milcs adeft acic cx fupera, remq> otdinecurat s 
llle autem oblitusripxq;^Hcrebiq-, foporcm 
Accipit, & caftris mcdius requielcit in amphs. 

Intereafaaud Bagoas mjfcri Dudkorisamorum 
Immemor affatu molli lcnire puellam 
Tcndebat, fandturaqjanimis abolere pudorem. 

Virgo gcnus Diuorum ( mqu i t) per qua aurea noftrae 
Secuia nunc pubircdierunrxtherc,fola 
Quid rcfideis ? quid tc fpcrnentem hitc lumina cerno ? 
Dulciaq; cgregiae va^lantcmiura iuuent^^? .f 
I Vita 
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Pondcra, quo intcrdum raptus fupcr aftra quiefcas . 
At visconfilijtua poftcjuam ,t&cf hfcia virtus 
-^quora trans ponti validis difafla carinis 
Belloru^mijtalia triftes auerterit tr^s^ , . 
Et de barbarico dcuexerit orbctriompbiitn , 
Vno tum populi gaudcbunt denicjue ouili, 
Et folo vnanimes (ub te Paftore cubabunt. 

Hircprodit , kriscjvbilarat fvicccflibijsaorcs . "i^" 
Fiitidieus Vates , late loca «lurmiirr plaudant . 
Rcfponfant ncmora , & vocem do£ta auia reddunt. 

Hos igitur,irnanefq', intcr,quiadtemporiccn;a 
Daotpoenas, meditisLetharusdiffluitamniSy 
Kecpriusegrelsisignifasora videre ... 
Sanitorui;nhcroum,dtikesqvintrarcTece(rus^.- iin^fi-) 
Quf m fe (e ablueriot , &: lcncoflumine-mergant 
ObJitj noxas , vctcriiq; piacula vitx . 
Hps iuxta laticcs fquallcnris margine ripar 
TorpcntcmdcmorePucrcocleftis , &omnium 
Immemorem rcperit Somnum, cui pallida femper 
Ora , graiiesoc«U, dcfrsprcavltilia penna ; : 
Conftitit iUe fupcr , nocf; (egniiis cxcitat vrgcns 
Cundanicm , latcri 6ccalccs clidit inerti. 
Surgcage,rumpe moras,non hxclibi commoda pofcic> 
Quod gerere eft opiis , exclamatv dein cprnua rore 
Lctharo implcre^acvirgam dcfcrrc iohebar 
Somnifcram,longc curasqua: ^uettit ^niqaas t 
Amn^^majdwiUo , atq^ oblima mcntibusinfcrt . 
► r, ,'! .: .i lam^ 



LIBER QVARTVS. 13 j 

lamq; itcr arripiunt , fupcras quod ducit ad auras , 
Egrefsi, fed tardamouct vcftigiaSomnus. 
Vt fcflus fonipes, malc fenaautgramina paftus 
Lentus agit fe fe , ac mcdiocadic aggcrc, quippc 
Ni dcfertus eques calcaribtis vrgcat armos , 
Nequicquam patrias propcre defiderat ^dcs . 
Haud fecus intonfusilcllaci ciuis olympi . 
Irruit 5 &comitis capiiicrudelcrainatur. -f? 
lamqi foli conuexa rencnt, iam mocniaftangunt 
Caftrorum , licjuidamcj; feruntin limina morccm, 
Eccc (ubingrelfu portas albere patcntcs 
Refpiciunt i dant vinacadis , & pocula ponunt 
ArdcQXcs famuli , lychnofqv in (cra fupcrbos 
Tcmpora fu(pendunt ; tcllus inftcrnitui oftro , 
Ipfcfoporatam Letbao fluminc.virgara 
Excutitioplenosarreptotcmpore Somnus 
Euigilans vcrcs , mikctq-, papauera Baccho. 
Miles adeft acie ex fupera, rcmq> ocdinccurat > 
lllcautcmoblirus ripceqfHcrebKf, foporcm ; 
Accipit, & caftris medius reqiiiefcit in amplis. 

Interca haud Bagoas mi(cn Dudloris amarum 
Immemor affatu molh lcn ire puellam 
Tcndebat, fan6tumq',animisabolere pudorem. 

VirgogcnusDiuorum (mquit) perqua aurea noftr* 
Sccula nunc pubircdicrunr acthcrc,fola 
Quid rcfides ? quid ic fpcrnentcm ho-c lumina cerno? 
Dulciaq; cgrcgisc vjqiantem iura iuuenc^^? , f 

' Vita 
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V ita fugit igcncri moricntum Ixta voluptas 

Sola bonum , rcnero dum graria ridet in ore , { 

Ncc renuercniuescffQeroin verticecrincm. 

Afpicc j vt vnius fpario rofa pulchra dici 

Orta micet , percitq-, cadcm, haud fecus aurcus xui 

Floscaditj&fprctosnequicquam flemus amores j 

Ncc tccrcdidcrim fupcrosfcciflebeatam 

Vni Diua tibi ; Solis niter omnibus al^rum , 

Quarc agi , quar mcntem fubeac fenrentia noftram , 

Pcrcipe» Te tocis dadum fine lcge mcdullis 

Ardet amans Princcps , vultumq^ abfentisadorat ; 

Si hbeat , vinclo ftabih connubia iungam ; 

Quas (equidem crcdam ) non tcmnes confcia tadas» 

Ettibieritcuracthalamumfubijde potentcm 

Uhus , c cuius nutu nunc maximus orbis 

Pcadet , confiho quo ncmo cft maior , 6c armis > 

Et claro ciimiam (obolem de Rcgc rcfcrrc. 

Non titulos , &c opes memoro; Regina tenebis 

Aurorx thalamos , fpohjsq; tucbere poftcs 

lllufos , viftrq; aderuntcum muneregcntcs. 

Qu|d dubitas ? necdum tanto , Dea , cedisamori ? 

^Jcc tibi quod donum refcrat fortuna tucris ? 

Tardai um at (i pertJtfum , quis rcgibus obftct ? 

Std quid ego caufas nedlo , & rationibus vrgeo > 

Quis mores, & fcufa feris ahcna nec ipfis 

Dniiira in forma , pulchroq; in corporc credat ? 

Id qua conficri pollit raiione , doccbo . 

Pacem 
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Paccm OratoresNumidarum ab rcge precantes 
Abdarides miiTos, Hcrroasq; ordinc longo 
Pr^ccpit fecum Aflyrios accumbcre cccnae; 
lamcj; adeo vefper fiifcis vocat impiger auris , 
Et-Cererem poiucrc, cpulisqi oncrarc miniftri 
Fcftinant mcnfas ; huc te Dux optimus ,hiic tc 
Acccrfuntcupidi proceres jconuiuialancto . 
Coniugio vnanimes gencrofa ornabitis aa>bo . 
Ergo agc carpc viam , & votis , prccor , annuc noftris , 
Atq; animos vultu coram (olare bcato : 
£t iam Per(arum quod amica ingentibus armis 
pugifti gencrc a fcclcrato , harc pr^mia fumc . 
Ha:c Bagoas , contra hxc rofeis dedit illa labellis . 
Ambiguum afFedlans , fenfitq; inftare lalucem . 

O tibi quas , mundi Rcdlor , pro muncre grates 
Pcrfoluam , mihi qui tantum nil tale merenti 
Placafti Heroem ? tu cuftos optime noftri 
Communis Domini interpres , dccus additc Pcrfis, 
Magna refcrs , tali haud dignam me rcbar honorc 
Ipfa quidcm , fed quis renuac , Dominoq; rcdftat ? 
Tantis fruftra oras , & caufas ncdis inancs , 
Nulla mora in nobis, & iam mandaca capeftcns 
Tcfequor.oqualis luditha? hmcfamaparatur. 

Hxc djcens humcrosaurato infternit amictn 
Infertans oftro furas , fcftinaq; ttdo s j. 

Egrcditur ; ftratum Kacidis putatillc pudorem 
Arte lua ^ vaaoq; amens exuluc honore . 

Cctt 
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Ceucanibuspoftquamiuuenummanus vndicj; cinxit > 
Ac tclis ncmus , & tota quani lu^c fccuta cft , 
Inclufit ceruam pracda gauifa propinqua i 
Ecce per ojccultosadicus i.. . /c^turtim 
Labitur , & longc campum ccnet illa patentem, 
Armaq; , &: illufatn temnit fecura caceruam i 

llli abeunt :,<liraqi inculant voce Liborcm . 
Non aliter Bagoam gaudentem , & vana tumcotem 
luditha elufit , palmaq; fetellit inani . 
Protinusimpanbuscuris in tccta teruntur 
Regia , damnanccmqj c^oxas , & araore furcntem 
Inuenere Ducem i placitos vbi fulgcre vulcus 
Ille vidct,.pt*cfensq; furit crudeluis ignis, 
Optato cum pollo fi sxi lc ^tur amor e , 
Lartitiaq; (lupore fimul conterritus , amen« W^m 
Effari ncqviic , actrepidar , nec fe capit ipfe , iBp 
Neciamdiuinum patitur prajknus honorem 
Frontis in obtutu primo . vir qualis in auras 
Edu^ius, longam latcbris, dc carccre coeco 
Quiiocuit ,non.fcrredicm,Solemq^ fub ip{b 
EgrefTu valeat j da^c luic ipfoetatepebras . 
Tandeoj illam,quicunq- potcfl , ailatur , & om^ji 
Abdarid.es colere ofHcio, atq^ ornarc laborat. 
Ncc mQra^dantmanibus jyr>ipham, mcnfasq^coronant 
Hcrocs, ftratocircupfi dilcumbitur auro , 
Quisnan) ppulas mefporct, malcfaniatqj hi^uftaLyei. 
Pocula ab incauus . jcadcm corrupta iuucntus 
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Arma mouf t caffris , dapibusc];cpulacuropim'is • 
Non tamcn illa fui , legisq; oblita paccrnac 
Ora pcregrinac concaau poliuic cfc*,. 
Continuitq; manus , & Pcrfas arte fefcllit ; 
Rclliquias patrix Ccreris , puriq; liquorcs 
Na m fbn tis furtim do m i nic fuggeflcrat A br a . 
Hucomoesconucrfi oculi, Dux vnius orc 
Pendere , ac iuxta poficam fine fine pcrcrrac 
Luminibustacitis, & fcfeinfiineramittit. 
Sic cantu illcdlap volucrcs, aut farrc pcr hcrbam 
Difpofito , pubes qua rccia tcndic agreftis, 
Dum fccircumagunt rcpctico Cxpc volatu, 
Tandem h^rcnccapcac . Quo tc ipfc mifmimc, resq 
Proijcis AfTynas ? quanti (breuis eft mora ) quanti 
Te blandi exortem mcrcari optaucris ignis , 

Hic noua pro cccnam pcnituro pcftis amanti J 
Additur , &Tni(erum gcminat fubcordefuroremv 
Namq; Dionxus, pcpcrit qucm^Gnollia tcllus, 
Carrainain Jfacidis jamprrdcm inuentaj Juinam 
Dulce refert , curuiq;tj3orisiiia ajurea piiilaz. 
Vndb Arrtorcxortusmemorat , quo tcmporc lucem*. 
Hau(crit,:vt fratrcmtuleric ^quocrefccrcpolfcc, ,1 
Cy pria fatidici lciuta oracula i>hccbi : 

Vtq,pucrfitmo]lis Amor,crudchsfic idcm 
Puniac ingracr pafGra faftidia mcntisu 
Addic vim pueri magnam omnipotcntis , & vno 
Immenlara rauadimolcm confiftcrc Amocc , 

S Atq; 
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Atq^clcmcnta modis connubia ncdlei^c miris* 
Indc faccm ,ac Gcuo iJagrantes igne(agitta$^^jr- . 
Concclcbrat , vidlosq; Dcos pucrilibus armis, 
Et fubijflc louem ncc dignas faspc figuras . 
Quas vcrb iogerainat labcfadtain vifcera plagas, 
Sanat Hymcn fratcr ^ pulchrac duo lumina vitaf. 
Improbe Amor , quid non cogas homincsq; , Dcosq;i 
Immcmorcsq; fui quotics facis ? attamcn vno ' 
Tc finc dulce nihil , tu pulchr^ pacis amicus l 
Imm^csiinimos mcdiaintcr proelia placas, 
Et iuucnum AoQiis rigida» ad vota pucllas . 
Hymen ad^s , prolemqi fcrat Cy therxa beatam . 
Sic caoic v & cy tharA' digitos catus adtnouct aurcae ; k 
PulU (bnant callra e plaufu , vallcsq; rclultant , , . A 
Et Mars Ailyrius fub molli carminc languct . T 
lamq^iadcbexplctidapibtis , menfasq; mouebant . 

Ctandis crat patcra ante alias , atq; afpera lignis 
Ex auro folido roolcs , rcgalia dona ; 
Hic Pcrlximperiumprimi, atq^ horrentia^bella 
Egregius pr^rclara opifcrcKlauerat artc * 
VidiScs puerum cicdum canis vbcra blandar 
Sugcrc per (y luas , nec opo crefccntibus aonis : 
Pr^cingi tefis , fcq; in iua regna rcfcrre ; : 
At qui tcrga prius dedcrantcita turpitcr hofti , 
Perh: , conueiiis abolcbant dcdcdus ^rmis , 
Vrgebaot calida? nudato.pedtore niatres . 
Hinc Auuium multo mitccbat ijiiari;}uora cornu 

SciH- 



ScindeDS , & lautas incer liabylonia menfaj 
In fcpca infiliefts per aperti gurgiris alueum 
Regcm obtrurtcabac , cui lapfus ab artliere dumm 
Scnbebat digitus lafciuo in parietccarmen . 
Hinc ditem Grxfum , atq; vrbes vaftabat opimas ^ 
Rcgiaiam graiidisfeboies(mirabiledidlu) * 
Nori audita priuspromebat verba timore . xo/ * 
Feli» ille qiudem , fua fi connubia tantum D 
Defpe(3:a vltafus nunquam tranaflet Araxein^i5 iulaoZ 
Nafti<j,:cadeba|t'humic5fus, rcgione]ocorum?br, ^ntnO 
Deceptus , famula^q; acies ( dux fcrmina ) fufx. > 
lllacaputvidlimerfibatfanguinercgis. . 
Cratercm haiiCiadeo ( fcdcnim i&pc atta fnalorotii 
Indiciaoccurruiit J nec mensinfanamouctur) I 
Abdaridcs multo ipumantem munerc Bacchi £ 
Accipic^ns , Vos noftro ( incjuitj vosaddftc votaiir.bci A 
Aflyrij ,Pcrfeqiomncs,tibi, maxinacDiuum, 
Hancpatcram libo, Aflyriai dominator opim«, l 
Tu modo, lj tecum hoc aliqua pietace mcremucj°uidO 
Hancnoftcmhofpicibus boftris, nobifq; bcatami / Xilil 
Annuc.Sicmertiorans faaufit,feqi abdidit auro : A 
Excipiunt alij circum , regcmq, (ec|uurrcur,i A. 

EcmcdicaiavoraiitLetiiioilurtiincvina. i 
Pulchravelut taurorwnacies , florentia prata cIdH 
Guttfi ^(indei , qua feculcrat fauilkimijs anguis;, Dflu>I 
<Ettnalcfana(i^veftigiahqucratM;», . . ^*^-^gSA 
NeiciafaU*cefiaQidisldcpafdtDr herbas' ^ ^ 

^^^^ S z Mor- 
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Morfibus, atcji famcm faturat moritura vefleno,; 
Sic Pcrfx ignarifraudum (ua fara bibebant i m^A 
Nec iamvlli raentem vinum , fomnufqi reli D<juit>^ 
Exccdunt alacres , & claudunc oftia ferui • 
Ipfa manet foU ijn chaiamis luditha Tyranni , 
yeftibulum nuttix inccrto pcdorc icruat . 

Kox crat , & furuo tcnebrarum horrcbat amidu ; 
Curriculoinaicdiopropcrans -,noa vcrba, nec yllus i 
Scnfus cratccciim » aut opcroli induftria mundi r 
Omnc adeopecudumcjrgcnus, gcnusarqi volucrum 
QujfluuiosjCju^ ftagnaccncnt, potumqifoucbant 
Corpora tum fomno vires , curisq, foluta 
Carpcbantdulccmnaortaliacordaloporccaii n-.. ..li^j 
IncaftrisnuUxexcubia:, pafsimq> voluti 
Pcr tcrram Vnlx vino ^ (omaaq, iaccbant j 
Abdaridcm longciantc alios vix artiibus aurcam \ 
Exutum chlamydem , nec iam prxfcntis amoruoi 
Hcbrxx mcmorcm ftratis placidiflima pi(ftis. 
Obruei;at:rftquifis ,ictfu<nq;pjlo£unda tcncbat 
llla vigilmcncc^xtuticur , {ubitumqiC^lwni 
Accipic i ac fibi cum fentit iani cunjfta fauerc j 
Accingit fc fc , nccquicquaminccnfanaoratur* . . 
' Tumihiqu^ facilisnoftrisaboriginQCoeptis ''^^' 
Hcbr^xadfpirasluxoclarifsimagcntis > ' 
Nunc adcoj^uminirum , ingens^ mcmpt^bilc fadum 
Aggrcdior tuun\ horrci mcns , DdFogit^; ttpmifccftti 
Diua, faue, & vatcra fummo nc dcfcrccurfu , 
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Hic labor , hinc opcri quserenda eft gloria noftro , 

Principio magni fupplex ludicha Tonantis | 
Auxilium imploratjachrymiscji pcroravolucis ^ 
Effatur . Nunc tcmpus adcft, nunc fortibusaufis 
Acritcr efttcniandafalus, tumaximererum .f 
Conditor,afferopemfamuIaf , dextramqj tremcncen|^ 
Confirma > 6c (ummis conatibus adijcc vircs • 
Tu qui paftoris pueri , ferroq; carencis 
In formidandumdirexcifaxagigancem , .^,.^1 
Qui lonathic auxilio fubijfti , dcniqjdexcras r| 
Foemineas cciam palmx dignacus honorces , / 
Mecum cfto, coJloq; capucdeponcfuperbum tp 
Prxdonis Perfe- calido ficcorde prccatur . , 
Tum ferijtnoua luxoculos , fubitoq, pcr auras i 
Qux primos operis rudichjr afflauit amorcs, 
Nata Deo Vjrtus auratis emicat; alis . , 
Agnofcit iubar Hcbrara, auxiliumq^Tonantis, 
Atq; nouas fcntic vcnisinccderc vires . 
Protiniis ornata tcncros cxuta laccrtos . : , 

Purpurco latccirciim per fingyla voliaic 
Ardentcsoculos, & rcgcm lumioc luftrac 
UIc iacet ( netj; cnim viaum «xi^jkrare poteftas j 
Exanimi fimilis , fomnoqj immobilis hasret. 
Fortc tori Princcps babileaj (ufpeadcrac^ntem 
Affyrius lateri , aciuxtade morc locarac^ » 
Vt fi quid ferrct nox conira, vmbracqj fileatcs , 
Arma citu^; capci^, trftpidolij. clodetct i^cs . 

Hunc 



i4i IVDITHJE VIND.T 

Hunc illa infpeflumjatq; animo (ecum ante paratum , 
Omnia poftquam tuta vidct sradiantibus auro 
Eripiens vinclis vaginaeducit eburna i 
Tum pallens , paulu r^q; animo , dextraq; morata i 
Ingen^ expcndu facinus ; n^ox obicc rupto 
Ira fubit , fit tota calor , l^uaq-, iacencis 
Implicuitcrinem, dein Ccelo luminafigens, 
Hanctibifummeanimam nunc6,nuc,Rc(5l:orOlvtnpw 
Immolo ( ait ) poenasq; inimico c fanguinc funio. I 
Dixit, 8ccxempl6 magnt vi interrita coUum 
Vulncrat aduerfum , repetito , & Principis iftu 
Aufert nixa caput ; minus illc in mortc mouetur , 
Quam fi dura lilex eflct , pcrcuflauc quercus, : ? 

Spiritus infernas dcfccndit moeftus ad vmbras . ; f 
Sicterrortantusnupcrtcrrxq; , marisq, ^ 
Conuulfus iacet , arq; fuo (elanguinic raergic 
Infelixtruncos , neq; plus quim foemina tadli 
Audlor , nec valid^ poffunt prohibcrc phalangcs ; 
Hic finis menfae , atc fpcrato taduyatnori cft . . i 

Bellatrix, vbi fc palma,praJaq; potitam , i 
Et pendere fua ^nagni capuc afpicichoftis 
Exanimiim lctua;, tepidii mifecabilecorpus 
Continub inuoluic ftracfs , cnfcmq; repOQit 
Sanguineun^ f & palmasad iydcra toliit adorans. 
Incerca rimisdomiin^kpe<^3LU!ricAbra < i 
Aufum ingcws i JnOrtcihqvvirivatq;cxccrrita diro 
CrcbriiisliTj^a horrucr^c jiviipcfc i:apic.amcns 
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La^tltia in thalliTlum , viftriGiqvofcula figi^ , 
Perfoluitq, Deo grates ; tum ftdibusaltifc' 
Eripiuiit pidlum gemmis vclamen ,&auro^ 
Et capiti obtendunt exfedo , ac pelle reponunt 
Taurina , qua dona lulit cerealia nutrix , 
Atqi iteregreflrar cclcranCi^^itpallidaceruix 
Bellatoris, anumq; ingenti pondere curuat j 
Et qua fc ferre ad fontem luditha folebat 
Nodibus in oaedijs , precibufqi onerabat Olympum 
Circuu , &pau'jjs.properat fc. rcd^tere muris . 
Inierca ciindta cxplorat , tcnfis^ mouetur 
Auribus , atq^ fonos fbrmidat cautius omncs, 
Ne patcant , neucoblit onus , prodatq, fugaccs ; 
Et quam nulla modo callrorum oftcnta, ncc vUx 
Terrucrant acics, nunc omni^ fibilus aur« 
Excitat , &c gnaram patrati commouet aufi . 
Non fccus , Hircanae catulosqui Tigridis atro 
Surripuit nido , matcr dum qujcritat efcam 
Perfyluas, impletq;f€centibus vbera prxdis 
Hunccmncs terrcntibiiitiis, huicfpiritus omnis 
Corda quatit,fcmperq7fci^tjentem ponc parcntcm 
Formidat , pocnasqj timet, mortcmqipropinquam , 
Apparentdcnfi pofitaccruice manipli 
Per terram palTnn , verfo^ haftilia fcrro , 
Enfcs^, galccu^ viriim , criftseq; rubentes ; 
Nemo vigil , totis miranda filentia caftris } 
lUa nihil,ncc Ipe praedx , fama:uc moueiur> 
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Allyrijsq; proCul , tum nota vallc reli£la 
Sc cura in momem fublultri nodc rccedit • 
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A MQj^propinquabant vrbi^Tiurisq; vu 
deci 

Dc {ummis poceranc amba: , Latonia 
qualis 

Palkc m. incertis pcr nuhcm iuiu CCMr 
. '1. ;,I>^ris. - - - i J 

Attonitis hxfereanimis fbrmidinc primo 
Afpcdlu vigiles, gelidasqj per olla cucurric 
Cuiq; tremot > ncq^enim poterant agpo(cc<e vultus, j 
Atq; vmbrastantum, rimulactaignpfa , vidcbant. 

Abncr erat porta? cuilos, fumn^ifq, fcdebac rfif 
Aggcnbus , fpcculaq; locum fcfuaba; abalta. / 
Qudm praeftans foxma iuuenis,tam Tortis in armis. > 
Hic geminas primus vidit, longcq; retexic 
Ncfcius , acnequid per no^lem fraudibus hoftis,.,,.^^^^ 
Tentarcc, vcritus, (pcium his^onipellac Abcllu)pt,^^;j 
Vera nc confpicio? an fallpr ? fe.a^ mG^ni^ raptanc ,1 
Noftraduo; fcii fincfoli, fiue agmiiiafccum 
Fortc trahant , timeo infidias, &c ^iquid.^b hpftec^^ 
Haud hofti acd$)., prgwum tu pcrfer ^d aurcs,"^ j 
Quicquididcft,curiuqi viam metirevolucrj, \ ^ 
Ipfc hac cuentum obferuans ftationc ma.nel>o ^ * r f 
Dixerac,ilk^olat } paHciA^ mpcai^ ccndunt 
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Confcftim moniti ; tota difcurritur vrbc . 

Intcrca Hcbrxarceleri vicina tcncbant 
Afccnfu geminac , & gradientcs noucr^t Abner ; 
Ni patcant , faxo calamum torfifTet ab alto 
Egrcgius certa plagas in^crre fagitta , 
Et quar tuta modo fa:uo conuixerat hofti , 
Exuuias^ adeo tulerat , iiunc faucia vitam 
Ouibus in mcdijs dextra fudilTrt attlica . 
Rcftitit is dubiufc]-, animi , trcpidufq; futuri , 
CunSaturqj inhians operis cognofcerc fincm . 

luditha , vt fcniit (c poffc patcfcerc notis* 
Audiriq; valcnt voccs , atcji aggcrc rcddi , 
Continuo cxclamac . Vos 6 rccludcrc portas jI] 
Nediibitate> viri, nihil hichoftilc timcndumcft 
Adfum , ncc dubiam refero luditha falutem . 

Vix elFata , fores panduntur , verticc namq; 
Omniadifcendi ftudio dcfccndcrat Abner, 
Et Solcm fera rcducem fub no£le vidcbat . 
Extcmjilo totani vcris rumoribus vrbem 
Famafcplcti neptcmq; canitSimeonis adciTr . 
Fcftinant, vuljgusq;vijsfluitvndi(]; plenis . 
Qualis adocciduos portus cura nauis Eoo 
Sofp^s ab Oceano patrijs fe reddidit oris , 
Concurfusvolitat ^conduntur littora ccrtu. 
Talc cratlfackium ftudium , talesqs ruebanc; 
Namneq-^Wdi^hattitucratfpesvUavidcndi . j 

Vltcrius jifediwsqjaninium , fci?TiDq, puella: 
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Addic; vbiq^ 6ccs , & nodcm luinina vincunc . 

Occurrunc primi proccrcs , aca; arbiccr ipfe r L/ 

Ozijs , alacrcs , & fcfta vocc falutanr, 

llla in conuentu mcdio , qua forte rcpcrtusfiiiiJ 

Tclluriscumulus, ftcncalcior, atq; ita gcntcra 

Alloquicurcupidain. FuimuscrudclibusOchi 

In CaftrisCiucs jquorum tcrrore fathifcic 

Orbis iam rotus, icd nobis adftitic alti 

Tucamcn Cceli , & cclorum haud obfiiic horror . 

Sciliccc hoc alta fixum cum mcntcfedcrct, 

Inbndas homini populus ne ponercr aras , 

luflcric fummis caput obicflarc pcrichs , f 

Auertit Deus ip(e malum , & procul omnc reprcflic 

Dcdecus, atq; adco fcelcratx opprobria gcncis , 

Geflaq; foeminea ficri dcdit inciy ta dcxtra. 

Ciuod vos Dc laccar, fpcs & cognofccrc vcftras, 

Dclacosq; mihi a fupcris poflitis honorcs , 

Ec dignas pro molc opcris pcrfolucrc graccs , 

Eccc capuc ( capuc horrificum firaiil illa rcccxit 

Auulfum cxhumeris, &nigras(atigirincfcuccs) 

Dudoris Vetfxy qui terras improbus omnes 

Terroir , & cundlos foedauit c^^dc pcnatcs ; 

Aufu&quinctiam fupcris indiccrc bcllum 

In nos immcnfis conucrtit viribusorbcm 

Poenas pofccntem , atq; ariscxtrema minantcm . 

Hunc mihi placatum vcrbis , & amorc fuicntem , 

Cum noftri fpolium fpcrarccturpc pudoris , 

T X Subic- 
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Subiccicpater onmipoccnsy&nodefubalu likA 
Ad flygiosigncsfomno , vinoq; fcpultum r^~0 
Mittendum dedit hac dextra \ iacct ardua moles 
Immanistruncilhatis,ixcdumq;cadauer, 1 
Nemo vigil , nuUa? cxcubiar , icnet omnia fomtnis» . ^ a 
Hoc ctiam gemmis rutilum velaracn » 6«: auro , 
Vltima barbaricae miftro vcftigia pompar , 
Eripui , leftemq; fero , nunc tollere gentis 
Oblidium durx, finemq; aftcrrclabori 
In veftra nulio, ciucs , difoimmedcxtra 
tft pofitum , fiq certa tuli prnsfagia cock) ; 
Et iam nox fugit , 6c rutilans Aurora propinquat^ i ' 
Ccruicem hanc igitur conto prarfigitc , & altis , ^ 
y ndc procul patcat , muris pendcrc iubetc ; ^ 
Mec mora , fidcntes animi, nil tale vcrentem 
In Perfam irruite, & generi nc parcitc iniquo ; 
lllum terror aget palantcm , atquc artheris alti 'j 
Cundamanusdabit in vcftras Regnator , & auftor.. 

Hic fandi fincm dedit ; illi intenta tencbant 
Lumina percoUiznonftrQ ; nam ficut ab alto 
Excutitur fi quis fomno , non ille repente 
Pcrcipit haufta oculis , auc aurc, 6c turbidus haerct . 
HaudfecLis Uacidasftupor occupat; aduenapulfus. ^ 
Expleri antc alios Acbior nequit ip(c tucndo. 
Poftcjuam animis timor cietSus , fub fydcra iun£las. 
Attollunt plmas • nec voci dcniq; parcit 
MaximusOzias* QuactuPatcroptimemundij^ i 

Das 



Das generi dooa Ifacidumjnon illa minores 
Concipiant animo gcntes : cui pofle videcur 
Foemina opuscencarp manu mQllifluTia cancum ^ 
Nullae (ufnciunt gratcs , fac vii^ima nulla ; 
Corda placcnt , fcd magne , tibi , tu celfa Syonis j 
Gloria , te Gadesladmirabuntur ^ & Indus » 
luditha v o qui tQ liantam meruetc parentcs , 
Quam fuperisciiari. iam nunc tibicedcrciceptra 
Noftra dccec, noftrum mcrito tuconcipe munus, 
E(l (ceptro iatis apca manus , quac yincere nouic j 
Nos tua parcntcs difto mandata (equemur . 

Hxc illc ; oblatum fed non luditna capefsit .» 
Imperium,.6clxco perfultaniomnia plaufu . 

Ac caput auricomum Ticlioni lutca coniux , 
Poftquam aufus tantinomen peruenitad aures , 
La:tiorcftratistulerac,rofeosq; pcrartus t t 
Fulgentes aurofundcbac fcdula vcdcs , 
Dum flernunc alij currum , geminiq^ parantur 
Quadrupedes : adcram Horse, dominamqi freqaentcs 
OrnabanCj.ilcllxq;ad limenpencfugaca . ...(^ 
Nodc falutantcs ibant , vcniamq; precantcs. 
Scd nondum Cccli valuis exibat apcrtis , 
Cum capuc Ifacid^ fcclcrati rcgis acut<c 
In(ertant haftx 9 ac fumma fupcr arcc rcfigunt • 
Extemplo Ozias $ luditha^ rooora pubis 
Dcleda armari paffim , Medumq; fcrocem 
Opprimcrc ancc iubenc , quamicmiou»<leierac arcus 

Sopi- 
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Sopitos ; nullum pugnx dat buccina fignum . 
lUiverticibus gaieas, namcarceracingit. 
Mcmbra chalybs, aptant , maioraqi viribusaufi 
Excedunt, neciam Pcrfastentarerccufant 
Innumcros pauci > fed contra immittier orant , 
Tantum vidricisconfirmant aufa puell^ . 
Vtqi ferac, quandococium poll nubila , & imbres 
Reddit (e pura manifcftum in luce videndum , 
Gauifar abfiliunt iatebns,Solemq; falutant: 
Sic illierumpuntiam libcrcaterecepta. 

Dic age, quas acies contra , qux figna mouercnt 
Fulminei procepes Abrami a ftirpc profedi, 
Diua memor, quando immcritoslongseua vctuftas ' 
No(flepremiti nosbmamautem fperemus incrtes ? 

Erurapit florens actate, &: corpore pulchro 
Balchafar antcalios, nullivirtutcfecundus, 
Si modo virruti turmas dcducerec arquas; 
At vero centum folos ad figna cocgit 
lnftru£tos haftisequitcsjfufpiratcuntcm ' 
lam matura viro iuuenem pulclierrima virgo . 
Dcledos ducit totidem , paribusq; ruentcs 
In certamen cquis de fanguinc Dauidis Elron , 
Clarorum ingcntem numerum quijiaftat auorum , 
Propterci excindumreferuntvexilla leonem ; 
Nam pcrhibent regcra nondum puerilibus annis 
Egreffum , cnm fortc lco f«uillimus agmcn 
Lanigerum petcrct; pracdirqjinhiarctopima: 

Hunc 
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Hunc cxpirantcm flimraas, frurtraqi furentem 
Audacidextracomprcflisfa«cibusatrx ^». 
Demififlc ncci , fpoliumq; iDfignc tuliflc j ' i 
Pofttali aufpicio ((:)ljtum ccrtamcn inirc, 
Hi vcro impanbus diuerfi comminus armis 
Ccrtant , & clauaferiunr, duraucbipcnni » 
Dcpcndct l*eua gladius de partc rccuruus , 

Tum rcliquus duro fulgcns cxcrcitus arrc 
It pedes j c Solymis prirai^fortifsiraa bejlo 
Pcftora , pila majiu crifpant , n^c penfilc eollo 
Non cadit in lergum ( connedlic fibula) fcuium . 
Hos regic Abdias lingua bonus., & bonus arrois • 

Proximacont^tis^raditurgcnscuruapharcrris : 
Sub duce RamclTonQn prui nominisiille -j ncn jj A 
Idtu non vnquam torqucrct fpiculi vano, if:.\y.S 
EtpoiTct curfuccitrespnrucrtcrcccruosi . ; ; . < 
Arcum larua tcnct , lcthalem dcxtra fagittam 
Gcntis habet , galcarq; micant in vcrticc paru^ , 
Ncc tercenceno Sarchontcm inilue fcpcum ^ . 
Milite , montanis.vitam qui ducat in agris, 
Indidum patiari ceruicibu3 aiduus iJlecfl: 
Supra omnes , vulcuq; truci feflinat in hoftem , 
A quo fc arccri fucrat fapc aggcre qucftus • > 
Hic latum pcd:us criplicfi circumdat amiftu 
Loricx, &: long^ armaiur trabc dcxiera, quara yix 
Ferrc duo poflcnt (ubic<aocorpojyLC«iilbti :/<mljb 
Atgensjllagrauiicomtrtisfunibuiii^tu 

'1 Pars 
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Pats lapidcs iacit , & plumbi parsimpete glandcs 
Ingcnti, tclumq; maou pars miililc hbrat^ i. 
Tiim bcUo afTueius nondum , fed clarus auito ' 
Sanguine , diuesopum, vindi frecusqi iuuenta 
Lazarus incedit , Bethancnqi in priclia ducit . 
Hinc fcrics dufta Heroum dn:ionc prcmencum 
Egregiam pulchra Bcchanen , gcminaeqi (brorcs 
Altrices Regis fupcruin teilure iacffntis ; 
Altcra , deUcias, viccq; priotis anxircm jc : 
Quac damnans , & fulaleues per colla capillos 
Diuinas lachryn)is intcr conuiuia plantas 
Abluit , abfterfirq ^comis , forrcmq; fccuta. 
Suprcmam Dofniniiiec<lura iamortcresefilt j 
Necnon c geUdarcuocatus moie fcpukhri 
Lazarus anciquo^dcdaAuirt nom^n abiliQf. 
Indigcnis fummum claudcbatloiadiis-agnfim y 
loiadus hortacorbeUi, paccmq> volcntum 
Confpirarts nulli , & prius omiaia fcrre paratus . 
Sictenuis muriscxcrdtus ibat abaltis*.^ i 
Quales multa bqum fc contri armenta leones 
Sccuri rcferuntpauci, certiq;iuturx 
Exardent prxdae ; in Pcrfas it talis ludas ; 
Cuiqi micant oculis acccnfi cx icribus ignes . 
luditha in portisanimosfccura falutis. 
Adi jcit^ dc^quemqoc appcllat , mcmoratq; parcntum 
Fadla, dehinc fclTas matres,&: debile vulgus 
Lxta vocevocao^-^cK^iiidicithonoresy , 

Aftraq; 
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Principioanguftosaditus, obfcfTacj, Medis > 
Ora , fimiil fontescxfo cuftode rccludunt 
Nafti fecuros , Hebrxa nec antc vidcntes 
Spicula , quam iugulis haufiilent fixa cruentis . 
Vt ventum eft , tenues vbi fas difponerc turmas , 
Excipere vt quxuis rerum difcrimina pofliDC , 
Ipfe aciem patulis cxtendit latius agris ■ 
Impiger Oziasj medium tenetopiimus xquor 
Abdias , &pi6l:acomcsfertLazarusarma, * 
Quisqj pedes , quifquis iaculis armatur , & arcu , 
Minilibusq; ferit , medium confcnur in agmcn * 
At dextra , Kxuaq; latus legionis vtrumqi 
Claudit eques , lateq; leues citus cxplicat alas . 
Ipfe alta de parte , qucat Dux vnde videri ^ i 
La^titia fufus vultum , fic voce profatur , 
Incenditqj animos diftis , & peftora firmat . 

Vicimus , 6 fbcij , dubio vidloria bcllo 
Haud quxrenda modo^ nos hoc ducc Numine ab aufu 
ludkha abfoluit j iacet hoftis ,& omnia fecum 
Inclinata tuht , fluitant fola turpia tabo . 
At nunc relliquias fcelcris delere nefandas;, 
Atqj orbem aduerfum ftygias dctrudere ad vmbras,- 
Sciliccc hoc vcrtrum cft , manet ha^c vos deniq^ fama. 
Et iam tot pubem tclis cKtrenia minantcm > 
(Nccfallentraea dida fidem ) fiducia liquit, "i 
Eripuitq; Deus gdida formidinc mcntcm . 

V Eft 
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Eft confanguineus morti fopor, eccc premantur 
Quanta illi requie , quam certa filentia caftris . 
Quin vos vt primum forti fccura vidcbunt 
Spargere tcla manu , validxq; inaimberc pugnx> 
Exanimumq; Ducem , cuius de lumine pendet 
Omnis (pes belli , non vltima fama rccludec 
Foeminea iacuille manu, dc caput arce piaicfcet, 
Protinus infra£las acies, 6c inutilc vulgus 
Terror aget dare terga fugar , latcbrifcj; falutcm 
Quxrcre, vos vni plagas infligcrc viftis . 
Nil infperandura coclo aufpice , nouimus ipfi 
Gefta Pal^ftinis totics miracula tcrris v 
Hoc omni noftrisoculismcmorabile fcclo 
y\fpicimus , nobis tantorum hxc meta laborum ,. 
Hoc dccus , &: magnis nomen cum patribus «quat t 
lamqi agite , eiediis dudum vocat hora tencbris , 
Aggrediamur, adhuc ftratos fopor occupatartus. 

H^c ait i excipiunt alacri fera proelia vultu 
Ifac idx i palmamq; Dwcem fcdantur ad altam . 
Haud mora , progreditur fidens , atq; agmine collem 
Diuilbexuperat ,caftris qui plurimusamplis 
Planitiepatct m fumma ,qu6temporeeodeni 
Inuadat plurcsaditus; equitatusin armis 
Subftitit , & vallo abftmuit , quocumqi cadat rcs , 
Oppcriens mandata procul ; iaraq; altacencbaot 
Oftia , cura bcUi Princeps iubet xrc canoro 
Ardenti fignum lazari in proeiia Marti . 

Turo 
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Tum ftrepirus fimul exoritur , clamorqi virorum. 

laddus Idum^os iuxta fatus Amborc fincs 
Emicac , & primo mucronem fanguine tingic, 
Affjbarimq; necat fomno nil trifle timentcm , 
Surrenam Mofcs, AbramusftcrnitOrundum, 
Omnesexcubias , omnes vigilarc paratos , 
Simodo Lethxum potuiilentpellcre morbura. 
Occupat ingcntem procero corporc portam > 
Et vellit poiles , aditumq; in limina pandit 
Agmina nota vocans acccnfo luminc iarchon 
Tcrribilis , ibcij irrumpunt , telisq; iacentes 
Transfodiunt , lethum paflim decurric , & atcr 
It cruor , & magis , atq; magis iam caftra feroccs 
Inuadunt mcdia Ifacida:, fuccenus alitrcm. 
Hic tandem fc le mifcri fcnfcrc fub hofte 
Aflyrij , ac puiro cJadcm ftupucre fopore ; 
Arma vocant , arma , arma, virum fcrit aurea clamor 
Aftra, vagi 6ccoeunt,amifsaq; fignarcquirunc. 
Protinus audito ftrcpitu Phcrbcius Vsbo , 
Abdaridi infcnfus priraum qui ambibat honorcm ^ 
Corripit c ftratis artus , atq, ^ftuac ira ; 
Tum tcdo erumpens totis circundatus armis 
Vocifcrat,vcrbifq; furcns iam incufai apcrtis . 

Heus focij, korto potitur dux noftcr, &ipfi 
Scilicec cgrcgio explccur fcelcrau Iibido 
Nunc, medium infoltans vallicum interritus «quor 
Hoftis habct » ftri^loquc viros mucrone crucidac. . 
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Quin agite , haud fomnos fecuro runipite dulces ; 
Sic bcUum geritur , norit , quem miferit Ochus . 
Talibus iiidifrnansfrcmic , & moriturusin hoftes 
Prascipitat medios , coafcrtum qua videt agmcn , 
Tclum immane manu crifpansy& vocc fuperbus 
Increpat . At vobis tanra elt fiducia cordi } 
Qujn magno infultcc paritec formica leoni , 
Et louis abgerum gracili petac ore columba > 
Si vobis animus vedris exirc cauernis , 
In Pcrfas , vile Ilacidx genus j icc , manasq; 
Abluice , atq^ notas iciunx obtcnditc fronti , 
Vana fuperftitio qux vosdocctj afpera forti 
Noftrum bella manu gcrere , & fplendcfcere in armis j 
Non animus , non vis vobis , ea ptimaq; funta 
Indicia . hxc latrans telum concorquec in hottes 
Sarchoncem fignans , volac alnus , & ilia fubccr 
E cuce vix fumma cepidum vorac adta cruoren>. 
Adurgunc ira^ Hcbrxo , tum confcia virtus 
Ardec , vindidaeq, amor , & generafa cupido • 
Hxc Pcrfis melius vilcs rcfponfa rcmictunt' 
Ilacidac, tu dic quorum vis maior in iftu 
Sicaic, audoriq; inimicum Uaftile rccorquec ;» 
Eccc leues illud ftridens , rapidumq; per auras 
Effugit in Perfx caua cempora , 6c arua cerebro 
Refpergic miferi , confeftim turbidus ille 
Ad terram ruit , ac^ oculis lux ahna recedit , 
Indignansq-, animam vomic , 6c (c fe implicac vmbris . l 
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Accurrunt fubito Hebraei , fpoliantq; calentcm i 
Armaqj prxfigunt haftis , vidoribus omen 
Fatalis pu gnx , ac voces ad fy dera iaftant . 
AfTyrij contra volitant, den(iq;re(iftunt . 
Ramcflus , pater Ozias , Sarchonq; minorenV 
Suftcntant aciem , vi fumma , haftaqi trabali 
Inftat portrdmus , fat pro tot millibus vnus . 
Ac velut ille diu, Thufcis in vaUibus vda 
Quem fyluacduxic c^kmis , 6c dcntibus auxit, 
Sa^it aper , rapidoq;fureris venabula curlu 
Proterit , 6c longe turmas proturbat agreftes. 
Haud (ecus infultac Sarchon formidinis cxpcrs , 
Etfcrit , obtruncatqi viros, tum vulnere multis 
Vnoaufertanimam ,cumulatq; cadauera campis 
Ecceautem volat antc ahos ,coecufq*, furore 
Inftat Ider , ftriftoq-, intentat funera ferro 
Ifacidis ; prohibent connixi , ncc pede cedunc , 
Et forti Ozias nulU virtuie fecundus , 
Prxtereuntis vbi RufTeni in peilorc tcluni 
Ffcgit ( eu-m mchus fuerat componcre naues) 
Vagina eripiens dextram citus impcdit cnfc^ 
Atq; vno venientem a venice diuidici£lu . 
Succeduntahj pugnx, Dodrafq; minatur 
Frat crnam vu I tu rus c.edem , fed f ratre perem pto 
Nilmehor , necfortc prior, namferuidusille 
Aduerfi crincml^uaimplicar, &prcmit vrgcns , 
Fatifcrum iugulo mucronem fufcipit ifte , 

4 
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Et cadit , efFugiunt oculi , fratrcmqjrcquirunc. 
Partc alia pharccram qqd vanis i(Slibu$ aurcaro 
Ramefliis iaculis ferus cxoncrarat acutis . 
Arconti , qua fe vitar pars fumma tueiur , 
Abdiderat calamum , lumea transfoderat Vrro, 
Ac ftygijs triftes geminos adiunxerat vmbris , 
llium Arabem , hunc iuxta natum magna oflia Nili . 
Nec non ad Sarimum velox peracnit arundo 
Fcrcula adhuc meditantcm animo, ncq; cela timcntcm. 
Accepitferrum finefanguinc pinguior aluus , 
Nec parrij vlcerius(j3cdauit moenia Nini. 
H.TC , & magnanimiim fbrtiflima pedora vidic. 
Multa virum cadcrc , ac nullas crrarc fagittas 
Indus Amalcancs, nec pofl^e obfiflcre Perlas . 
Haud itiora , npn vltra pAflus procedere morbura , . 
Inferc fc contra iuuenem, fummam^; fccuri 
Percufricgalcam, ficdeiecic vercice criftas. 
Inflexit caput Hcbrxus , tremuit^ fub i£lu , 
Ec ni fxua chaly bs vccuiflec vul nera cuflos, 
Ramcflus nitidas non cernercc amplius auras} 
Excufli manibusncrui, ccrctesq; ugittx 
Ad ccrram fluxcrc j fcrox iccrum imminec Indus , 
Ec feric, accurrunc Solymi , fummaqi vctant vi 
Continuo, acdenfisproturbaotcomraiHus haftis . 
lllc furit, fimul ira truci fub cordc , dolorq; 
itftuatjincufaccji Deos, necji faucius hoftem 
Eieptum paricur . Ccelum ccu taurus in ipfo 
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iCquore percufliis caucx mugitibus implec 
i Igneus, &contra feriencem incornua uirgic, 
Illc quidem (e fc vlcurus , fed voca recardant 
. Dira canes , pendencq; acres hinc auribus , acq; hinc, 
Tunc magis irarum ardefcic , faruicp doloris 
Depulfo . incerea porcas , diucrfaqi rampic 
Prolapfijsclauftra Abdias , quin hic quoq* Mauors 
Cafibus ipfe viam paribus patefecic in noftcs • 
Plurima nobilium capica inceriere,nec Orco 
Non ruic innumerum vile ^ ac fine nomine vulgus j 
Clalfe Acheroncaram mucauic nauitacymbam . 
Ac neqiLegaci Numida: fupcrantc furorc 
Nulli pra^uifam pocucre euadere peftem , 
Nec valuerc viros populorum iura cucri , 
Hoftiserac,quifquismixcusdeprendicurhofti . 

loiadus , vc force irruerac progrefTus in agmen 
Fccmineum , qua tuta ftacione ferebac , 
Nulli parcit agens celis , figifq; , racticq; 
Yirgineoq,- vias , & limina fanguine rcplec . 
Quid fexus ? quid forma luuac ? nil fleditur ille , 
Obiicaeft nacura (ui , (ola hoftisimago 
Anteoculos graditur , mentcmq, acccndicad arma. 
lamq, potens beUi Hippolyce , vultuq; decoro 
Ancc alias cadic , ingreflu dum diftincc hoftem ^ 
lam Thamyris vicam liquidas emiccic in auras, 
Regin^ foror , & Aukx dcuota Dianx , 
Hxc iaculo traieda fcmur , Ixuam illa papiUam , 
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Etfuper innumer^ glomerantur Amazones armis 
TransfolTx, denlaqi oculos fub nube premences. 
Franguntur gemitus (lellati in fornice mundi . 
Contiuuo tremefafta nouo fugit ala tumultu . 
Rcgina ad turbas vt non extrema cucuri it 
Viginti fidis equitum (lipata fuarum , 
Miratur ftragem indignam , fociasq; tuetur 
Exanimes paflim , 6c lachrymis miseratur obortis . 
Haud fecus.ac primo paftor fub lumine Solis, 
Comiperci , autcoeli vitio qua pcllis opimos 
Depopulaturagros, ac triftia tufiera mittit , 
Obftupet extinctos ouium decrefccrc foetus , 
Spcm gregis , euencumqi dolet perculfus acerbu.n . 
Harpalices idemafpe£l:us ,fa?uiq; dolores . 
ira fimul , mixtus pudor , atq; infania mentem 
Exagitat . niim tanta animis ignauia veftris ? 
Qup virtus ? quo prifca fides ? dominamq; , locumq; 
Deferitis , fociie , nec , quis fuget , antc vidctis ? 
Longa procul ripas via Tejfmodooncis amici 
Diuidit, his vitam caftris , nomenq; tueadum . 
Talibus incufat , rapidoq; interrita curfu 
Euolat » infeftumq; fcrox fuper irruit agmen , 
Aduerfoq^ Ducis malc tedlum vulnere collum 
Occupat,illiditqj folo, fimuleccefagittc 
Bis dcnx impulfu comitumlabuntureodem. 
Ule animi compos , quando non vulnus ada(Sum 
Altius,autvlla incautunQ traiecicarundo; 
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Vrfa vclut , quar pulfa haftis , & fanguiac vifo 
Funditur in f urias , & faucia Cqmus vrgct , 
Emic^at, intrcpidu(t];aninii pctit acriusJiodcm , 
Labcntcmqj abcquo , capur atqj auferrc parantcm ^ 
Et fpolia alta viri , quae patri vouerat antc 
Gradiuo , iSc magms promilerat irrita tcmpiis, 
Impulit ,obliquamq^ dcdit, iugulumq;fub ipfum 
Fulmincum minitaas Rcginxdirigitcnfem . 
Tunc viris aufis imparconcurrcrc virgo ? 
Nunc fpcs di{ccruas,nccpiuradFatus', atilla 
Rifit aa harc . palmatu virginis crgb potire . 
Dixit , & euadcns vacuo lcuis cmicat iSt[i , 
Acpugnam reparans fcrrumq; hoftemqi fefellit. 
Viditcongrcffam Ccdcaftas,dumpropc iniquo 
Diftinet hunc Marte exutus iam Lazarus xrc , 
Etfbrmx mcmor, acveterum haudoblitusamorum 
Captus crai ptimis bclli queis fonedidbus, 
Quamuis illa viri caffas clufcrit artcs , 
Cundlandirumpit caufas, ncq^ ferius ipfi 
Auxilium extremo difFert praeftare pericJo> 
Protinus auallain Ixua calido cripit hofti , 
Irritatq; virum . itiagna cft ct. gloria certc 
Pcrnodem in fomnocaptas fxuirc puellas : 
Eccc viri , prociil vmbra, procul , fomnufqj rcceilit, 
Hicdccus, fauc arma Ifacida: conucrtitc .talcs 
laftabat voccs , 6c hindcte tcla parahat . 
Rcginae intcrea maior violentia glifcit , 
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Et ruit auerfaiis aauim le tangcre amantcm 
In mediosi tunc hafia lcuis ( quifquis tuit au£lor ) 
Virgineum ferro pedus traiecitacuto,. 
Immeritum^-, bibcns altc fatiata cruorera 
Puipurco niutum maculauit flumine corpus j 
Palluit , atcj-, humero terram ferit a-gra , rapit fe 
Lux ociilH;, & fumma lcgunt lufpiria venti. 
Vt funjs agirur diris , nimioq-, dolore 
Coniugc prarrcpta coluber , quaxQ moUibus hoitis . 
Inuentam baculo cultor contudit iniquo. 
Sicfuru afper Arabs, gemituq^ infania mixto 
Prarcipitat, iamiamqj vlcikitur , cnfc lacertura 
Amputat interca , truncumqicxtcndit arena 
loiadus s illc ocuhs tcr Coelo fixus apcrtis 
Vindifta dolet crcpta , &c ledatur amicam , t. 
Hoc infperat? folatus damna ruing . 
At focix , lctho vtdominam viderccadentcm , 
Amentes fine legc ruunt , mortcmq; requirunc ^ 
Si qua tamcn tulcrit fors , nc moriantur inultae , 
Contcndunt i vcrum fupcri nil vota fccundant , 
Nam Solymi ingcminant plagas , llcrnuntqi fcroccs , 
Elfufxqilolummorlutenuere, nccvllo 
Acccptum p otuit dclcri dcdccus idu. 

Sic adco duri rcs fe fe Martis habcbant , 
Aduerfo 6c PerTis certamine cunfb cadebant j 
Nec tamen AfTyrius coram procedcre Duftor ' 
Cernitur , aut vfquaro mifcra: fc opponcre cladi . 
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Curruntad limcn, nec magnis vocibus auras 
Non agitant , fed nulla locp rcfponfa fcruntur . 
At Bagoas latc (pcculanscrudcfccre cardem , 
Irruit impatiens thalamo, fubitumq;timorem 
Fadi ignarus adhuc gehdo fub pcdore captat; 
Vt vero accedit , corpusq; cxanguc cubili 
(Proh qualis vifus , quantum teralis imago) 
Ettruncos humeros, &cafrum vcrticcrcgcm 
Afpicit , ac membra in turpi fluitantia tabo;. 
Ceu ftupet aurora fcnjor redeunte colon<js , j 

Antc forcs proccram vlmum, ramisq^ patentcm 
ConuuKam ab radice vidcns, quam node fub alta 
Difiecit Pater oinnipotcns, 6cfultpineaduffit; 
Sic Bagoas tantoafpedu conterritus ,amens 
Diriguit , dolor , & Judus , tiim confcia caula: 
Mcnsagitat, mixtaq^ pudor formidinc torquct. 
Continuocrumpens coelum mugitibus implet, 
Pcrcuflusq;manu peduSjCrincmq; fluentem 
Vocifcrat . Quid ftatisadhuc^ fuperauimusolim , 
Affyrij , nunc vcrfa gradum fortuna rctorfit, 
Ac demum illufit vidis; heu.foEmina palmam 
Vnatulit ; ftratis iacet ille miferrimusaureis 
Auulfus caput , & latc fola fanguine fcedat j 
Nufquam ipla apparet . tua me, tua nupcriftiago 
( Nuncmcmmi ) in fomnis monuit^niitiffimc Diuum, 
Hinc fugere , &cur(u tantum vitare furorem ; 
Agnofco, fcdlorq; lubcns ; nec deiude moratus 
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Quadmpedantis cqui dorfum premic > alraq; linquit 
Caftra fuga volucri , qua limina tura patcfcunt . 
Ncmpc (juiefcenti fpecies apparuit Orci , 
Et Deus.( vt perhibcnt ) y€gyptocultusOfiris, 
Nigrantis vituli totum qucm pcllis obibat • 
Auro pida vngucs , ipfc vnco niKUs aratro, 
Triftior haud VanoBagoam fcrmoncmoncbat . 

Infclix , vigila, & tcrris fuge , nate, prophanis , 
Ni facias. , cUdcs. bcu proxioia tc fiipul ipfum 
Oppriract ; ira Oeum cfamnis vos afficit Hiis y 
Ccrta locjuor ,ccrtus vcri tibi nuntius adfum , 
Quandoquidcm tua me pietas, & vidlima noftris 
Multacrcmata focis , quicqu»d turbaucFit Ochus , 
Impulit , atq; tuam dccuitcurarc falutcm . 
Hinc quoq; facrilcgum , fi quid mca numina pofluuc,^ 
Supphcia hauftirum fpero . ficore locutus. 
Extemplocclcrin liquidascuanuitauras 
Adfimulans taurummugitibus .illefoporc 
ExculTustanto fonitu , vifuqi Dcorum 
Emicat c. ftcatis , flrcpitumqi extcrritus audir, 
Clangentefqi tubas , vicinaqi funcra ccrnit* 

Ergo vcridicus tuibata pcr agmina rumor 
Piditur Abdandem dextracecidifrc puell?,, 
Altaqi toUcntcs oculos ad mcenia notum 
Pcndcrccxanimum fumma caput arcc^iucntur y 
ContinuopcrcuHianimi , gclidum ima timorcni 
Vifccra concipiunt , confufas tnftibus aufert 
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Ipfe Dcus mcntcs , & magno numinc tcrrct. 
Haud fecus mk&i qua forte pcr acris ous 
Infauftt ardentcs radij fulfere cometar, 
Huc ocuios vertunt populi , ancipitcsq; maligno 
Horrificas mctuunc portcndi a fydcrc cladcs. 
lamq; adco fua cuiq^ fugam fpes fuadcc , &c omnis 
Immcmores fam;r, ac curpi formidme capti 
Praecipites , vt corda malum calcaribus vrgct, 
Non vllo f ugiunt ahicdlis ordinc telis, 
Caftraq; dedicuunt glomerati, atq; oftia rumpunc 
Concurlu, nuliacft tanto fat porta furori . 
Audcnt IfAcidsE magis, & magis hoftibusinftant , 
Atcpaliqui na6li palanrescorpora fiitu 
Tranfmittunt in cquos turbam pr^uertcre nixi . 
Protinusaggreflu&GaddusXcrfemq; , Rabumq; 
Stcrnit humiarreptos , medjumqvad cingula fcindic 
Carfaric Sibarim ilaua,tunicaqifuperbum , 
Pcrfica cum lachcyniis multo quam ncucrac oUi 
Foetam auromater , pucroq; aptararhabendam . 
Hmc Artabazo caput aufert , labra querelas 
Dant ( rcs mira) diu, lamcntaqj crunca volucanc. 
Alzerben Lyfias, Medarfcn fundir Amyntas. 
Sa:uic Ariftobolus palantia multa trucidans 

CorporaiSinnochiumjScIymum^fratrcmq; MoJuchcm 
Ciuibusadrcribit rtygijs , ncc Parthica vircus , 
Ncc fuga , fcu verfe miferos iuucrc fagiccae . 
Haud aiinor Abdixcxdcs, &funcracampi$, 
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Inuicfla dac larga manu , Phorcumq; npaccm 
Aurca nodurn.i cun6lantem ad pocula furti 
Aggrcditur, l^uumq; hafta transuerberatingucn 
Calce premens vidum : dein ferro nixus eodcm 
EcceDionacum latebras, & tuta pctcntem 
In latus , inq; finum geminato^ntercipit idu : 
Carminibus non ille luis ca pra^mia nupcr 
Finxerat,aut Soliscalemspcraueratortum . 
Hxc dum fub porcis ingcati llragc geruntur , 
Eccc rcccns ira tfotis fublatus ab i^lu 
Hollem Raracflus quscrebat maenibus Indum . 
Rcfpexit tandcm fugientcm , & magna fecantcm 
Telluris fpatia , & fublimi vcrticc cuntcm , 
Ac trepidum appclJans . Qup te rapis ? en cibi noftri 
Copia rnon oblla nt focij , fcuittqi tuentur 
OpppoGiisj vidcornc iiumilis tibi deniq; prxda ? 
Aurea qua Ixnam mordebat fibula , ferrum . 
Abdi^ AmalcanL; cadic , & centum opprimir ille 
Mole viros \ qualis concuflis aricte turris 
Parictibus rnit ad cerram , qux vcrtice.Olympum 
itquabat^ yaftanitp trahit.conubha ruinam r 
Talis AmaJcanis. cilus,.tantumq-, propinquis 
Actulit cxitij . tum contri . Haud harc tua virtus, 
Nec rae terruermt quicumq, hominumue,Deumuc; 
Quicquid id cft > vincor facis . neq, plura locutus 
Indignans immifncm aoimam rabido cuomit ore . 
Vrgec Ramcflus Theramanccm \ pcotious illc 

Im- 
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Immcmor haudfraudufquamquain nec f raudc furorem 
Vicare hunc potuit ) fe pollcjuam in liminelcthi" 
Afpicit , cflfugiuraq; negatferus , &premithoitis, 
VoIuitur,atq; illipofttergum ccu grauis idus 
Ingruat . ha:cne adeo iuuenis tibi diracupidocft? 
Quin animam ipfc tuamferuas prius? afpicc quanius 
Milcs ab Affyria icthahbus immirict armf^w ! 
Dixerat : Argiuo conucrtitur illcrclitflo , 
Datq>fug£ fpatium i volatalccr, &eripit hofti 
Scprocul , 6c mifta leuior lccat arua fagitta. 
IrrepfitpudorWcbrso , atq, infaniaiudtum 
Decepto ciet, 8c iuftis cfEirbuit iris : 
C<2mnixus,tocifq; infedtans viribus adftat 
Solhcito , iam, iamq,- tenct , terrarq; prehcnfum 
Apphcat increpitans . Tune hinc euadere fpcras , 
Improbc poffc dohs ? tibi noncum languine Graio , 
Quem cua fraus coties accepto prodidit auro , 
Rcs geritur , dabisamborum mihi , perfidcpcEnas. 
Sic ait , & laiua mentum vrgens, tcrqj quaterqj 
LucEkanti bibulum fiib coftas cxigit cnfcm . ' 
Vuhicribus cruor , atq; omnis ftridentibus cxit 
Hahtusin vcntos.neqi fegoiusiilc fugaces i 
Pcrfcquiiur rchquos largx dans ftragis accruos . 
Ipfcquoqjoccifiscxultat Lazarus Indis , 
Et Bcthanar parat exuuias, qux corda nepotum 
Ad pulchrum acccndant (ohdje virtutis araorem . 
Hic aliud dinira miferis occurricEois . 

Ecce 
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Eccc Elcphantorum tantisin motibus agmen 
Immani tcrrore agitur , fugit horrida claffis 
E t confanguineas proculcat in aggcrc turmas . 
Sic ccrti occumbunt vrgcntibus vndic^ue fatis , 
Nec fuga palanti , ac trcpido cita fuflicit hofti. 

Interea Oziasequirum mandaracatcruis 
Mi(crar,expediant alas, vallumq; bicorncs 
Circumeant:, quafcfcoriensSol aurcusinfcrt, 
Impcdiantcji fugam . qualis cum buccina fignum 
Curriculodedit, arrcdkis cquus auribus acri 
Pulfatliumum pedcjtum crebris hinnitibus auras 
Impatiens frangit , laxatis deniq; habcnis 
Haud datur vHa quies,dum metam attingat,& omncm 
Dimcnfus vidko confeccrit arquore cuifum * 
Non fecus Hcroum tali pro munere Ixta 
Pulchra phalax volat , Scpauidum fupcr irruit hoftcm 
Baltha(ar hic Ccncripcrcollamditrgit haftam, 
Eripuitq-,dicm ;tum dcmum luminc caflo 
Ncquicquam fulfit lux non incerta , ncc ipfura 
Tartarci latucre doli , tum fallcrc fenfit 
Exta , ncc Infcrni cafum docuerc magiftri . 
Efiron Dorcantcm ferit ^mulus ; ilicct aureum 
Pcr thoraca virofub pedoTccondidit alnum ; 
^xorcm folam , folum fufpirat amorem 
llle cadcns, mccftusq; inamccnum fcrtur in Orcum. 
Horum iam portas cuafcrat xgct vterq; , 
Credideratq; neccm curfu vitarc fequaccm 

Fru- 
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Fruftra, infpcratasaflumpfit fcilicctalas . 
Non aliter paftor , cum tcmpeftate coorta 
Horrificus durum fupra caput imminet acr , 
Nonciiim crefcentem fecurus traijcit amnemj 
Sed torrcnte nouo mox intcrceptus , & altis 
Inclufus ripis largum non efFugitimbrem , 
Ac miferum pulfant crepitanti grandine nimbi » 
Poft aliosaequcpauidos extra oflia valli 
Obtruncant , dcofi fuper hic , fuper ille volutus 
Occubucre , fuga Pcrfx dum tuta requirunt , 
Arma vetant y magnoq; viam negat obice vidor» 
Itccclo gemitus moricntum i haudferreatantum 
Vox mihi , qu<r cscdes a^quet , memoretq;, fugacei 
A^Tyrios mi(cri cafus quicumqjfcquantur . 

Hic dum barbaricas delcbant arma cateruas 
Hebr^a,^ largos properabant ftragis aceruos, 
Partcalia EphrarmusSolymum prarccfferat agmen 
Anteuolans pcr itcr notum , 6c veftigia primum 
Obferuata legens , aditus qua tutus ad vrbem i 
Nam fimiil acpugnx ftrepitum prociil infcius haufit^if 
Egit equum , & ftimulis pupugit pcrnicibus armos, 

Fortc fuga dum tuta petit formidine <lemens 
Auius , ignotaqjcrrans regione viarum > 
Occurrit Bagoas , {eq; obums intulit hofti . 
Hic habitum , 6c notos Pharij fpeculatus amidlus 
Cundatur,quidqi lUe fcrat , qui nomina,pofcit . . 
Senfit /e Bagoas lapfum , & propcrantia longb 

Y Agmi- 
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Agmina rcfpexit , vocemq; audiuic equorum j 
Collegit fubitb mentcm , fcrmoq^ patebat 
Vt forte Hcbrxus , patrcm men titus ludam 
Continuitgrelium, aique hilari fert talia vultu . 

Vana peiis ? ducifq; moras } quin fumere pennas 
Eft arquum , 6 (bcij , & talaria ne£lcrc plantis , 
Ne veftras ingcns fugiat vidloria palmas . 
iMTyrij tremefada fugx cita tcrga dcdere : 
Nuntius ad Solymos fadi fcror , iftaq; vidtor 
( Exuuias cxli Pcr(ac) gellamina porto. 

Haud rcpcritfraus vana fidcm,nam cognitus hofti 
Sat Bagoas ; tunc Ephrxmus fubcanduit ira , 
Mcotitiqi (uprd caput adllitit , atq; ita tcrrct . 
Tunc adeo verfarc dolos impunc putafti , 
Semiuir ? is tibi fum , facile quem fallcre poflis 
FcEX hominum ? haud plura, & vinchs cxemerat cnfcra 
Fatifcrum, iam iamq; fcrit, ni dcniq; faflus 
Se Bagoas hoUcm fupplcx, veniamq; prccatus 
Placaflet iuucnem • tum caefum a vindice Rcgcm 
luditha , & pclli captas tcrrore phalangcs 
ConfirmatSyrias. vocat ergb Ephiscmusamicos, 
Elabi 6c Bagoam tutb finic ; illc periclo 
Cautior ingcnti rimatur opaca viarum , 
Et cclcr Hcbrxos per fyluas cfFugit enfcs . 
Quam cupidc rigui propcrant in pafcua campi 
Agrcftum fpcs magna , boucs , aut agmcn equarum, 
Qubrepctita fonis inuitant cornua raucis : 
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Sic celerare gradum Solymi,gcnerofacupido 
A fflac araore nouo , & pedibus pudor addidit alas . 
Continuo rapiuntdcxtri brcuiora viarum , 
Prsuerti qu.i poffc putant ftigiencia rcgis 
Agraina, prxcundlis lonathas flagrante iuucnta 
In plagas, c.iedcfq; ruic , quo pcllerevirtus 
JEmuh , quo laudis gaudec llimularc cupido. 
Quis primus ? quisnam illc fuic , qui vulnera gcntis 
Pcrtuiic , atq, rccens cecidic moriturus in agmen ? 
Dorilc cu mifcrande pucr , non funcrc tali 
Digne pucr, fcdcuiq;diem pr.cfcripfic Olympus* 
Ipfc cgo , quicquid viduris , ab origincchartis 
Vircuccm , fatumqi tuum lachrymabilc ccxam . 
Hic Ladonce fatus Phrygio , charifTima nupsr 
Abdandi facies,manfic dum vita fupcrftcs . 
Acpatcr arcaci mecuens , auc tbrtc mali mcns 
Prsefaga , vt fupcri quadam vi (xpc futuri 
Semina fubijciunt animis , furtiroq, minillranc, 
Illum heftcrna lucc vocauerat , cftq; ita fitus . 

Natc , viccs rcrum , & mea mc inclinata (enedus 
Admonct haud vltra famam cclarc tuorum. 
Ipfcanimi, bcllique potensmclioribus annis 
In Phrygia florcbam aula , cum fortc puellam 
Depcrij Ciodam ;tum filia rcgis amores 
Senfic fiirtiuos , &c mc fuppofta tcfcUit 
Tcr mopy lc Abdaridem matei no fanguine tangens . 
Ec iam Lunafuum nouics luftraucratorbcm r 

Y ^ Cutn 
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Cum tencros ingens mifcrx dolor occupat artus , 
Et tandem emittit vix fcetum , teq; dat illa 
Luce frui, & Cind^ puerum montuca relincjuit, 
Semotisqj alijs fic cft affata fcientem . 

Nunc mc tata vocant ( adeo pretiofa libido 
Noftra fuit milerx ) neq; fas educerc matri 
( Cernis enim ) puerum , per verba hoc vltima pignus 
D6tibi,quaefolaesnoftrar non inlcia culpac, 
Sola comes j tu , fi qua fides fub lumine cali eft, 
Pcr dcxtram hanc iuro ( dcxtram tetigitqj puell^ ) 
Per fi quidmerui (fileoqu.TpIurima ) tccum 
Carpc lubens ; hunc tu cura clim nomine fadi 
Pa(ccndum, fanguis mcus cft , me charior ipfa *, 
Sis cuftos , matcrq; illi i neu rebus egerc 
Forte time , funt hic gemmar , (unt aurca figna 
(Hcu cjuondam Dommx) (ume hxc , 6c confulc nato «. 
lamq; vale .dixit, vitamcj, ia vbcc profudit ; 
Mortcm omnes norunt , caufam pars criminisvnus, 
Senfi ipfe , & triftis vctercm execrabaramicam , 
Extemplo , ne res deprendi indagine poftct , 
Ignoti nodu fugimus , pcnitusq- filentem 
Fifcclla eripimus , patrijsq-, cxccdimus aruis . 
Haud memorcm a:iumnas varias, fuperataqi nobis 
Flumina. prarruptos montcs , ncmorumq; latcbras , 
Donec ad AfTyrios dcucnimus ; hic quoq; matrcm 
-Ami^tis reliquam^ creuifti,&:c.Ttcranofti, 
Militiamq; vides noftram , fcrosq laborcs . i 

Si 
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Si quij crit , cjuo meceleri denc faca fepulchro, 
Diice geuus , (pesqi inde cuas » nacalia regna : 
A flyrijs G force incasauclDidbus olim , 
Troianas & opes , proauicaq; fcepcra reccpces . 
vSenciec hinc magni cauiascognacus amoris 
Dcniqi Holophernes ,auroqi aimUq^ luuabic. 

Dixcrac jcxicium cecinic iibiricb propinquum , 
Scd rcgnum pucri cenues cfFugic in anras •, 
Nam fimulac geniis coepit fuga SoU lccuco, 
Tergadabac pariterrcicdisDoiilus armis, 
Cui pulchro.ance ahbs vulcu , dc florencibus annis , 
Nondum vernabanc cenera hinuginc mal? , 
Ec niueum ftauen&Syxiocoma fufa liquorc 
PuUabaccoIlum , fudor teresora rigabat . 
Quaies auc fparfa: prmialub iucediei 
Rore micanc hcrbft' > aui gemmis incerlica vcflis . 
TaUserac pucri vulcus,ciinesc[i decori ; 
Ipfo cciam , quo plcnus abic, de puluere manac 
Gracia , cum pallor gelidus decus addic cunci : 
Ponc {cquebacur genitor, iam t^rdioraruo . 
At pucrum Galilaea foga deucxa fecancem 
Ecce miois Sarchon cerrec ferus , & prcmit hafta . 
Clamauit fupplex fenior , palmalqi tctendit . 
Mepocius, rac fundc foiojnon criminisiftc^ 
Confihjuepotcns, ntc vOsextcrruitarmis, 
Ipfe hoflis , vcftium ipfe iatgs mucrone petiui . 
Rcftitit accradha:c,tcnuicq*, a vuinerc fenum . 

Ifa- 



174 IVDlTHi?- VI ND. 

Ifacides ; alid faxum (ed partc volucre 
In capuc ic puero , nec flauos fanguiuc crines 
Non maculac , neccolla (imul non lacleafocdat. 
Non ieciis ac fi purpureo quis muriccfuluum 
Aurum interneftacHng^ens , minioq^ rubenti 
Pingacebur ; cadicinfc^ix , lan^uecq; fub iftu 
Exanimi (imilis . qux (pcs fuccurrerc naco ? 
Quid faciat pacer ? abfcedic tuil3ata malo mens ; ^ 
Nec mora cundantis bteri (c miffile celum 
Inijcic , & calidum pocat de peclore flumcn . 
Sufpirac miler , ac terram prcmit ilibus ; atra 
Inuoluicnubesoculoi, & dimouec auras. 
Dorilus vc primum duro (c(c segerab idu 
Exculit, & meacem lapso procul hofte recepit , 
Vnum inhiacgenitorcm ,vnoin genitorc moratur, 
Ac demum canos maculancem fanguine crines 
Afpicic , exanimumq; ; haud vis , baud (piritus olli ^ 
Tum pulfat gcmitu , & crudchbus aftra querelis . 

Tantanc tc natum tcnuit fupcreffcvolupras , 
Heu Pater , vc pro me vclles occumbere morci ? 
Etviuojingracusqiadeb cua funeraccrno? 
Haud ica^ lcd quia non aliud forcuna reliquit 
Chara legam, & qud potero.dabo mcmbra fepulchro 
Tu tcnue hoc ifta nunc pro piecaceleuamca 
Accipc, mox dc me mancs , aut fydera curenc \ 
H^c mihiregnorum fpccics , ha:c pignora ftinco. 
Sicaic &corpas tumuliscxanguc parcutis 

Extu- 
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Exculir, atcjj finum facilem quxrcbat humando. 
Force fuic fpecus , & vncuis vicina cauernis 
Spjlunca , obfcurx fauces , atriq; receffus ; 
Huc fc (e Phrygius fert , limina iamq; tenebac , 
Limina , qu^ multi fruffra fperata petcbant ; 
Ecce autcm lonathas, Solymumq; accellerat agmen < 
Cum leuisin puerum fubito lethalis arundo 
Labitur , atq; alccterebratlatus , illecadauer 
Saucius ex humeroponit, nec feregit, 6c iam 
Collapfus, fuper incumbens; quod deniq; pofTum 
Tc Pateroretegam , nec prorlum inhumatusabibis 
Dixerat ; ingcmuit lonathas , vt vidit , & ipfum 
Eloquio fpiraiitis adhuc cognouit amorcm , 
Ecformam , & lcthum pucri milcratusaccrbum cft. 
Tum focijs . haud bella pijs infcrre putabam ; 
Corpora quin aliquis leuethxc , tumuloq; recondat 
Hxc pictatis habc , & durar folatia mortis , 
Ne dubita , vitamq; puer , melioraq, fata 
Promerite . Hxc fatur lonathas , cum pallida nigros 
ConcelLt pueri ad manes , artusq; reliquic 
Vica minus triftis promifTorqualishonorcm 
Intcclufa folo, deicrtaq; luminefrairis 
Amittit Phoebc; talis langucbat m ipfo 
Dorilos occafu , & lachrymas vel ab hofte ciebac 
Hic noua rcs Solymis , atqjimprouifarcpentc 
Obijcitur , primoq; obtutu pcclora turbat ; 
Hormus qandoquidem , latcbias vc forcc fubillas 
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Dctulerat fc fe , vel cogere monflra paratus, \ 

Vel ccrcus, fi dida negent, abrumpere vitam, 

P.efponfis tandem haud monitus,nec vocibus vllis, 

Agmen vbi ad fauces inimicum (enfitadclTe , 

Erupit ; non ficftygijs horrenda cauernis 

Tifiphone ruit. aut tali tonat afpera vocc , 

Quantus agit fenior fe fe impius , atraqj linquit 

Oftia vocitcrans , fonitu quo territa tellus 

Succutitur , curuocj; vlularunt fornicc monces ; 

Vimineam dextra virgam quatiebac, & ignis 

Vndabat niger ex oculis , tum vifus ad auras 

Attolli , nec trifte folum contingerc planta . 

Attonicis hxfere animis fub imagine prima 

Ifacidx i at curas d.»mit , fokucq; timorcm 

Confcius Ephrxmus; nempchic illc ( admonet; ille eft 

Inuentor fcelerum ; quid ftatis ? & ifta pauetis , 

Cunftantes focij ? veftra cft ca prsda , nec vlli 

Morsinhiat tantumcapiti . hxc vbi dida, prehenfum 

Continuoexturbat j trepidumq; volutacarena, 

Certatim feriunt alij , fuper ingruit ingens 

Telorum ieges , & follum tegic horrida fy lua ; \ 

Ule eciam extrema mctuendus morte pauorcm j 

Vitlori inculliccuneo , turpemq, profudit 

Truxanimam, horrendis6c calcibusimpuhtauras . 

Inferni citcum manes rapiuntq; trahuntq; 

( Debita iura fibi , actencris dcuota fub annis } 

Sacrilegum . extemplo dcnfacum grandine inixta 

Tem- 
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Tcmpcftas oritur, Goelum nox cripit atra . 

Inccrca haud patiens > laudisqj inccnfus amorc 

Centeniscquituai pracccflerat , inqjquictus 
Bethulias lonathas fe fc coniunxerat armis . 
Ingcmuit , poftquam caedcm , atqjarua omnia vidit 
Exanimis rcrperfa viris , infradaq; tela 
Aduentura incufans tardom , fcrosq; laborcs; 
Relliquiascanieninfequitur feilinus, 6(:Eunum, 
Ammonijs qucm fturtra Achiorquxfiueratantc 
Pracfcdura , frada ad (capulas tranfucrbcrat hafta : 
Et fii[XT cxcmptum vinclispulraone fub ipfo 

^Tigrani Armeoiocapulo tcnus occulit cnfem , 
Qm famam , & titulos dcmens iadabatauitos. 
Qds memoret denlasacies , lurbamq; minorcm » 
Quam lonathas totis profternit feruidus agns ? 

, Ccu poftquam elFudit largis fe fe imbribusacr 
Nodles , atq; dics , riuosq; amncsqj repleuit , 
Tercibiles, Athefisuc Pater, Tyberiluc Latinus 3 
Eridanusuc pctcnscenteno flumincpontum 
Omnia vafla trahunt , fcgctes , &: pinguia culta , 
Et pecora , & fyluas magnas , & (axa domorum. 
Haud Cccus AfTyiium morientia corpora vidor 
Aggerat, 5cnibrisiuucnisdatfunera campis. 
Ip(i quinctiam focij , quos impctusidcm 
Impulit , haud caedi parcunt, neq; fcgnius vrgec 
Partealia Ephrarmus ,£eliquasquiadduxcratalas. 
Torgusadhucixuudumanimum prxtcndcrac vnus^ 

Z Abda- 
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Abdaridisq; vices ca^fi fuppleueratiardcns 
Nunc hos nunc illos rcuccans,poj. ujumq; fluentcm. 
Sillcre conacus nequicquam >namqj (aluccm. 
In pcdibus , cclcriq> fuga fibi quisq> Ipcarat; 
Nec^rohiberc fuos ^ holtiq; obliajc hirenti:- 
Suflicit, & raptusfugientum d milhbus it vi'. 
Hunc vbi rcfpciic lonathas fubfiftere foium^ 
Inuitumq; trahi , fe feqiopponcrc ftragi 
Tcrribilem , magnosq; animos prae (e ore ferencem , 
Emicat , atq; aperic cuneis hinc , indc rcfcftis 
Fulmineomucrone viim, tcrit vngulaPcrfas 
Vndiq^quadrupedis, proftrataq, corpora (altu 
Tranfuolat , illum cnfiiq, fui, iuftiq, furoris. 
Haud pradam ratus indignam, caput inter & hoftcs. 
Non humilc: vt timidasinterdum inccdcrc contra 
Magnanimus lco,cui prardargencrof^cupido, 
Indii^natur ouespalmam afpcrnatus inanem , 
Sed taurum ingcntem pocius , fimul orc vomcntem, 
Flammas, & cornu ventos in bella vocanxcra 
Aggrcditur , iparfoq, fqri fe tingcrc gaudcc 
Sanguine ,&exalco gefticcaperc hofte cropha:um, 
Sic ruic in Torgum iuucnis, jamq; imminet olli 
Flammeus , & fupra libratoconftuit cnfe 
Diriguidubicafanguis, gclidusq, cucurric 
Per veaa^ cimpr. Eoo^ nulium ante timorcm, 
Qui norat/, inaiusq, viro prpccdcrc quicquam 
llla ncc ambiguus mortalia cogitat arma . 

Sc 
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Sc tamcn accutum reuocat , contraqi min«Brcm 
Vrget equumsifi<£ia(^jBiicsim forus ocailit^ 
Scd nonaducrfum fasdteuadcre Miirremsf.i 
Transadi^it ferrum co/hisi, iraifqvcruoremp c - 
Vifccribus bibit , A fblidum thoracaxechidir f 't- ' * 
Poft tergum quoc|; , ncc triplcx corij ordo rcfiflir, 
Ingcntiq; animxduplicempatefecit.hiatum . - 
Voluitur is moriens ad terr«m, nuHafuiq).,,; ; 
Ni gcnerofa,imc(fdor fatisjdat lignA fiipremis,' 
Et vita in nigramdcicendic trrilis Auernum . 
Tum rcliquj prollrati hofles , prcmit onmia Vi£tor . 

*' r ' ' ' 

SJC laudcsdiainfa taai I V D I T HiA canebam , 
Tempora Phoebasaponcm quo cmgcre lauro y 
Captus amore opcrisianti , audaciq; mucnta 
Frctus , dum longisa parria vcrlatus in auhs ^ 
Sepofiji intcrdum quxfita per ocia curas . • 
Aufpicibus donccSupcris, & Principisaura. 
VRBANI-, nHindooolumen quem facadedcrunr, 
Sc labor in Juccm maturo tempore fcrrer. 
Atq; vtinam tua carminibus (egloria noftris 
Infinuet fenfim > &man(uro noniine firmct . 
Quod fi noo lHdi, ac pofii? fub Solecadcntc 
Extrcmae acciprcnt gcntcs^non torrida Gancro 
Littora , ncc gehda longc plaga dura fub Ardlo, 
Aufonijsfaltcmnumquamdelcbile.regnis 
Viuat opus , fcrique obliuia tranfuokt 5Eui , 
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Laudata & rnifcro medeatur foemina mundo • 
Non ego tunc auro malim ditcfcero tuluo . , . 
Obfcquium mortale mctens ; facile interit aurum » 
Intericre , quibus vis auri plurima, rcgura 
Nomina cjuinctiam magnorum abolcre vctuftas 
i^frolct j vna manet virtutis fama decora: . 

Tu^ adc6,quam Sol rutilo circumdat ami£lu > 
Candidaq^ auracis blanditur Cynthia plantis > 
DIVAPAREN S,cadcm(di(au rairabilc) V I R G 
Annuc jquicquid erit decoris , tibi (cruict voi;, 
Gloria tota tua eft ,* tibi fas me accepta rcfcrrc 
Ingenij monuraenra mei , vitamq; pcriclis 
Ercptam , & puri rcparatom luminis hauftum> 
Ales ccu reparat Soli faccr ignc iuucntam . 
Hxc tibi non vno in templo votiua tabclla 
Pcndea^ aft hominum fcclis ietcrna fiituris 
Innumenr fint tcmpla manus, hic tc omnccclcbrct 
Deuotum.mortalc gcnus.te fcilicet ipfam 
Agnofcct, palmamqj tuam i tu maxima Vindex 
Quandoquidcm ftygi) fccuifti colla Tyranni . 
Sed quia cum ncqucat vcros cffingcrc vultus 
Muminis , humanos iraitatur pidtor amidus > 
Ora^ i propterea noftris cum promere chartis 
Non ego tc po fli m , figna infcriora fccutu j i 
luditham clegi , ludiihae lumina pinxi ; 
llla taracn, Regina, xux virtutisimagocft, 
Quantum & fas nobis , alicna in vcftc itfulgcf, 
lAVS DEO, ET VIRGINI MATRK 
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VINDICATA. 

CONSILIVM AVCTOF.IS 

exponitur . 

Gicur annus fortafsc vigcfimus, poft- 
cjuanx luditham vindicem Pocma 
Epicumfcripfimus,& quoad pcr no- 
ftrum ingenium licuit > a prarceptis , 
cxemplisqj mcliorum non alicnum. 
Atiliudquidcmfiucincuria, &coar 
tcmptu, fiuc curarum magnitudi- 
nc , atquc inopia.temporis in obfcuro hucufque iacuitjiti 
ducentc fortafse Numinc , quo, YRBANI VII I. 
Sapicntifsimi Principis,mihiqi vt bonis omnibus ,optar 
tiflimi aufpicijs ederctur : hcrc cnim rerum , qux produn- 
turingcnio, fehcitascft, nancifci Principem, qui an- 
nuat. Detcrruit etiam diu multitudoobieflationum,, 
cum partes ahqua: pcr manus hominum euoIairent,nam 
quantarcs fitjn ampliffimo cruditt)rum theatro cxpo- 
ncreingenij foetus, quamq; arduum varijs mortahuai 
fententijs fcribendofatjsfaccre ,quifquisfcripfit , teftari. 

poccftj 
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pocefti quod (i fingulis fludcrc velis, ncmini places. Vi- 
citt^ndem animimagnicudd.quxdani , Sclaudis amor ; 
Homero, Virgilioqi principibus poeiarum inuenerunt, 
quid obijcercnc, finobisparccrent , illud fummunij , 
nrmiflimumq; argumencum forec nullam noftri poc- 
matis a virisdodioribus rationem habendam ccnfcri; 
cumque alioseundem conatum aggrclfos compcriflc- 
raus , videndum nobis fuit , nc nofter fit irritus , atc^v co- 
rum lalcfcm gloriam augeat , qui melius dixcrmc , ncquc 
anoftradignitateforcafseabeilaliosfcribcrc, quod ip(i 
clegimus. Vicic (qiiod caputcft}pictas,ne Votum DiuJC 
Virgini,prxconium,qaalccunq; fic, Vi£trici Vidua:,qua- 
fi malo dolo negarcmu^ . Sic^etcra reprehendant, hanc 
fancpartcm damnarc iiequaquam potcrur.t. Igiturin 
luccm luditha nollra progreditur . Ego veroqua: coJli- 
gcrc argumcnta aducrsus ipCim iadata, depromptaquc 
vtcumq; potui, ijs vt occurrerem, nouum hunclaborem 
fufcepi ledulo , &c quam coropfi, ornauiq; Hcroidem, 
etiamdefendere,&:fartamcedam dimicterc operacpre- 
tium exidimaui . 

Qux auccm meorum confiliorum racio fueric , ea mi- 
hi cxplicanda vidctur prior, vt paratoaditu cxpedicior 
ad rdiqua fitprogrcllus^ nam cum hocpracfcrtim difcri- 
mine a brutis animancibusdiflinguamur, acq, ad Dcum 
propius acccdamus,quodilla parcim nacura? dudu , par- 
rim cafii omnia geranc , nobis vcrocicdioni, &coafiiio 
locusfit, qui line confilio rcm quaropiam aggrediatur , 

hu- 
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humanicatem ille, dignrcaccmq^aVijcerevidetur. 

Ego vel a pucro Philofophia? , ac Thcologiac , qua: 
folida miiji (iQdiapropoTiM , operam dedi^ ccenim 
ad adionem ipedlant^ inferiora tacas opcimaTn pat^- 
tcm cum Maria eiigcre non dubrcaui , qua non^ 
ca , qux corpori ieruianc, fed c^ux aniimm jmmof^* 
itaicm , acdiurniratisparticipem nucriaciCj ducantque 
•quad manuad cxmi , a quo fuam orrginem dpriuaiiir, 
"qui^yvlcimus illi condicutus dVfiRis^ amphinmcconci«- 
nencur ; ca^tera quippc omnia , qirxcunq; fint ; aut in- 
tcricre , auc inccribunc, neq^cx hacvita quicquam (u- 
peren pnecer cognicioneni , amoremqi Numinis, a quo 
,vno certa in beaca ^rcernicatc domicilia fpcram^ui. Pro 
«nequoqi faccre videcur , qux apud Placonicos opinio 
eft, quiichcicatem in contemplacionc, non in atliont 
collocarunc , quiq;.HeToas Dcopacregenitos, vt Ot'- 
pJheum, i^fculapiumq; contempUcioni , Ckamarrc, vt 
AchiUem , atqv^neam , aiSlioni addixcrunc^ pra^tcr 
vnum Ioucm,qui:Cum adtioni pr^pofrtus fic,fihos quocji 
aftorcs genuifrecrediuis cft . Qua:.quidem cogitacio , 
ancccjuamad ncgodaacccdcrcm,animam ccnuic: Vbi 
Komam conceil), coniemplacionisdudia rruere,a6bio» 
nisinduerencccflefuicacq; ica ccmparaii, vc intelH* 
gercm feruicndum efle ccmpori ^ loco, prouc, qu6 
oporceac pcr prudcnciam.ducuncur ingenia. Quod fi 
ocijquidpiam.Tiadlus fum, animushaud diibic ad fo 
^iiim rcucffus cftiica tamcnratione , vt adioni num- 

A*z quam 
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quam contcnrjplatfio obfuerit,adlioco/itcmp!ationi plii- 
jrimum.Exquo minusaudiendi videntur ij, quifpecula- 
Jpipnesj&politioresliiteras fcgrcgant a ncgotijs, cjux 
finccarum dudu riccprouehi neotiquam polTunt , im* 
buuntqj hac,opinione Principes, vt (uis impenfius inter- 
4iC;antliueris,quaiu vitijs,e6prQniores, qao infra maic^ 
ftatem j[«am rentur, fi inter feruicia reperiatur, qui 
haud (eruilibusdifciplinisanimura exCultum pra^ferat, 
jSc ^^^itiinis parem. , quiq; prster officia feruiiutis,atque 
vmbram Principis propriam famammcr«tur . Hstc 
proienatai nunc ad incaeptum redeamus. Verunrij 
icnim verocumanimusquiexfuinaturadefic^re, franr 
^iq^ Ufsitudinc minime poteft , vitio tamcn corporis v 
^Vt plcrafq; induitdcformitatesj polluiturq; quafi conta- 
gio, ita tcflus quoq; afliduis contcmplationjbus Jan- 
guet,egeatq^adminiculis adrcparandas vires , mihi 
itidem adminicula eiufmodi quxrenda videbantur , 
qu£ a grauioribus fludijs animum lcuare poflent j cum 
autemouUocamdcmadniiniculorecrearifas fit, pra> 
ter ftatum , &c quictcm,quccin vno Deo poft humanae 
vitJecurriculumcontinetur , proptereaq; nunquam va- 
cuus femper operetur,atq> ab aidione in adiooem com* 
migrans ibi quiefcerc videatur ; vbialiud agit ab eo d^ 
uerlum jCui pridemdefatigatusincubuit , rem idcirco 
jn primisfuaucm , neqi aifinitateafummis contempla» 
tionibus alienam, quome natura vocitabat haud te- 
mcrc amplexus fum, nullamque ab homine m^cnuo 

amaui- 
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amarnitatcmMufarum hortisantcponendatn efTc cri* 
ftimaui , <}ao diuertcnstantif pcr animus^cum dignita- 
te , fruftuque rccreetur. Et Philo quidem difertiflimus 
ludatorum , qui poefeos naturam intimc pnrcsteris at- 
ugifk mihi videtur , in eo ,qu6d deterior potiori ind' 
dietur,commcntariolo, poetarum fummum efle de- 
monftrat Dcum, pocfim opcra ipfiiis abfoJucidimij 
pirfcdlinimaq, quorum confenfionc harmonia,& con- 
centtw oritur iucundifsimus , ne^^ aliud eflc poctarum 
artcm , quam diuini opificis imitationcm . Idcm ferc 
Pythagoras docuit . Idem Placo, qui in Tim.Toex con- 
ueniencia , proporti6neq, numcrorumad Muficam pcr- 
•incmtum ammam mundi conflauit. Nccabcflc vidc- 
tur Ariftotclcs, qui poccam philofophum dicic perfe- 
<5lioniinhiancem , & non quemadmodiim rcsfuerint, 
fcdqua rationc fieri dcbuerint , cxhibencem; Neque 
abeft fentcntia Proclus , apudqucm hominum vita rc- 
Ac difpofita confonantiam morum , ^adionum con- 
cinnitatcm i fuperis fufcipit. Immo vcro antiquifli^ 
mos^poetarvmi Theologos fiiiflcappellatos, rcfq; facras 
mandari carminibus ibhtas ; hymnos apud Hcbrxos 
non nifi a Deo per Prophctas , apud Placonem Moyfem 
Acticum non nifi idiuinishominibusfieriiiefas, vc Ett^ 
febius CgfiirienfiyampUfsimc docct , compcrrum cft^ 
Ex hocapudnos quoq; in Ccclo conccntus ad laudem.» 
Numtnis j CxhocinEccIcfiarichmus^ & hymni : rieq; 
ill uftrius qu icquani, iUJt prarftant i usin hahcfeiitcn ti*m 

A a 2 dici 
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dki potcft , quam quod D. loannis Chryfoftomi in Pf 
^i.aurcumclpquentisilumen e nacuiiaiibus principijs 
rationem dcriuans diferti(sime pronuntiauit ; quam*^ 
obrem vcrba ipfa attexcre liceat [Nihil aaimam (inquicl 
^qucerigir, & ektam quodammodaefGciCvdcatccjuL^ 
liberat, & exoluit a vincuUs corporis , & amorc (apicn^ 
tisafficit, & vt rcs omncs adhanc vium pertineaces 
irrideat, proficit, vt verfus.moduiatus> dimnum caQit-- 
cumnumeracompoficum V Noilra.Gcrcc oatura vXquc- 
adco dcledatur canticis , & carminibus, &: canoam cum 
cis habct necelsitudlncm , &conucnicntiam , vc vcL in- 
fantesab vberibus pendentcs , fi fleant , 6c affli&cncur ^ 
carationefopiantuc. Nutricesquidimccrtc, qux cos 
geflant in vlnis, f^abcuntcs 5 &redeuntcs, & qux-- 
dam puerilia eis carmina decancantcs fupcrcilia coruai: 
ica fopiunc . Qu€>circi (a?pc quoque viacorcs. mccidie 
agentesiugahaanimahahoc£icLunr,^canentes , 6c ici* 
ncris moleftiam iHiscanticis confoJajucs . Nec fohjm 
viatorc9,^k<ictiamagricak vuasin corcuJaiLcakaDCCS, 
vindemiantes , & vices colentcs, & quodcunqj aliud 
opus facicntes&pccanunt. Nautaequoq-, remos im- 
pellentes.hoc faciunc. lam vero muliercs quoq; ccxcn- 
tcf » 6c con£i{a flamina radiadifccrnencesi^pcrquidemw 
&pcrf^pc finguJafjf^pcautcm omnes:concordiccr vnam 
quiandam concinunc melodiam . Hoc autem' £aaunc. 
niuUcres,.fic viatorcs, & agricolac», &:Daticari.qiit ex ope* 
Kkcicndoiufdpicur, laborcm caucc confolari volcn- 

ces 
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tcs , vt potb quod anima fi carmina » & canticum audi- 
ucrit , moLcfta , difficilia fi t facilius toleratuta . Quo- 
niaa^crgo hoc genus deledationis cft anim? noftr^ vaU 
<'ccognatum^&: familiare^ne Dasmoacs lafciua , dc mc- 
recriciacacmina introducentcsomaiacucrtcEent, Pfal- 
niosDcuacon(lruxit,vte}tcarciimulcapcrctur & vo^ 
luptas , 6c vttlius . ] Ha^e illc vbcrrirai , 6c conCiltil^- 
(^nc . Igitur qui abhorrent a pocfi , eos pcofca6 nihil 
diuinumi, acpaTumfoitcliunianum fapcrc» nihil pcr- 
fcilum cxpeterc DecdTceft; perfedionii enim clFeaus 
primus eft, qui oritur , numerus. Qupd fi Pbctas Plato 
c Rcpublicaeiccit, aut iilos. mehereulc tanti viri opi* 
nio profligauit, qui Mufis , vt hodie pterutnq; fit, in lu- 
pnardedu<flis morescorrumpunt, &iuuencutcm pol- 
luunt, aucqui rcdamdc Dco OptiniaMaxiiiio opi- 
Dionem inanium fabolatum dcliramentis defiruerefunt 
apti, quemadmodum fapientcr lolephus Flauius con- 
tra.Apionem profefliiscft.Addo,firem impenfiusconfi- 
dcremus, iHjIlum ianxfcriptionum genus ingcnijspaccrc, 
praetcrPocfim:. lure confulentiumplcna wnt omnia,. 
atq; vt olim Tacitus,/conupta Republicaplunmarlcges, 
ficmuhiplicaiis demum interpretibus corruptas leges. 
iutc poflumusaffirroaxe iordincm inuertcre,cpjicquam 
noui aficrre neutiquam pofTunt. Dc Philofophis,Thco- 
logis^dcm ferc ftatuedum Eloquentia^,praetcr concio^ 
ttcs facras , occafiodccft . Hiftoi ix aut matcria nonfup- 
pctit»autqui$ c(t> cui vcrkatcm afferre intutum non 
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f it? Pocfi apertaomnia fingerc 5 laudare , rtprchcn- 
deread libitum poceft. 

''Cum ita^; per interftitii difciplinarum ad'N!fu&rum 
obfequium me conculiflim , ingeniurrKj; huiu(modi 
amosnitatc-ftudiorum ahquantuTum cxcoluiflcm, vt 
primum acccfljt a:tas, qujc onus fuftincre poflc vidcrc- 
tur j ad pocma Epicum (cribcndum ftatim animumj 
adieci : Ve«ari quippcaut prarfcntem famam ,aut glo- 
riam, & immortahtem nominis apud pofteros Odccula,- 
vel Epij^rammatc inanem cfTc IaDorem'intellexi; ctenim 
nullasequc follicitudonatura mortalibus inlitaeft, ac 
ftemitatis amor, nam cjuod fingulis imbecillitasnatu- 
r^ negauit , id fpccici , gencri ipfi ,-(]uemadmodum tum 
cafteris animantibus , tiim plancis vfu vcnit, vfque adeo 
natur^confilium largicum cft, vtomnia ad immorrali- 
tatcm compofita fuifle videancur. Hoc ad vitam corpo- 
ris pcrtinet . Animus de fc ipfo incorruptus : at nc quLi 
defit , quod ad tuendum homincm fieri poflit , tcrtium 
quoddamvit^ gcnus ecernicacis cupiditas cxcogicauic, 
<juo per fama viuat illc poft morccm. Agcndo Principcs; 
qu^ fcribancur , fcribendo caceri.qu? agantur , illud /ci- 
licct affequuncur . Porro tcnuia carmina neq; fatis inge- 
niumprodunc-, neq^ viribus tcmporis^t-efiiterc diu va- 
lciK : in alijs quoq; rcbus lexempluni fuboGulfs. Hadria- 
ni moles, Amphichcacrum Fiauium, Parvtheon Agrippp 

ftccerunt vt plurtnium,<?dcs priuac^,fepulchra,fimulacra 
pericruntJmmo vcrb & Hotatius tantus vir, cum maio- 
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Rrpoeraata nbn attigcrit^infcrere fc cohorti pbetaj^i^ 
vcricq$;rft > ait enitti Sat. 4. libri prioris . c tr.^^ 

Primuai cgo me illorum, dedcrim quibus efTepoecasi 
• Eicipiam munero,nea;cnimconcluderc verftun ^ 
' hJUmhis cfk fatis , ncq, ii quis fcribat> vii nos , 
->vScrnfK)04 propiora , puccs hunc Qfle poctam • 
V Jngcnium CLU fic > cui ^ns diuinior , atiqj os 

Magna fonamrum , dcs nominis huius honorem .j 
Qu? veiba omncs cordati viri c5fcntiuni ad pocma cpi- 
cumj acTragfdiam referri. Qu^cum ficfe babeanc,v<ia 
difEculcascraCy quid cHgercm>cum ab ijs, qui anceceffe- 
rant ,occupata omnia comperifTcm, ncq>fpese(recillud 
faf[igiumaflequendi> multominusexcedcndi. Quocirr 
ca mcinbuiusmodi cogicationc diutius ver(ari opor- 
tuit, ac dubitationcm,metumq,exuere,cumrice fcri- 
bcnti vnicuiq;nifi primam,at fuamlaudem paratam cfle 
fcntircm . Vidcndum mihi tandcm cxiftimauii quod 
genusrcrum potifTiroum tura Epopoeiam, tnm me-> 
dccerec, vc cx co deleaura congruencem haberem , 
animaduertiqi ad hominem facris iniciacum nihil con- 
gruencius, quam facra,pertincrc;plurafupercfleinic- 
bus facris , qu? vfqueadeo mihi laudem parerc poflcnc, 
vclaborisnequaquam pGemccrec. Argumcncum eiusge- 
neris cxccrpere (me hilloria me non poflc intclligebam^ 
namcum in fibulis profanis, vcinfra videbimus, nouos 
rcges , noua bella , fi fidem acquircrc velimus , cffingccc 
non hcec , cum m facris maximc caucndum cll , ne quid- 

piam 
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^j>iam affirmemns, quod a vcriratc iit alicnam, non 
enim finc mcndacij tantum, fcd fine lacrilcgij,at^ 
impictatis quoq, crimfncidficri fas clfct.Jlc$ vcro gc- 
ft^,^u? ad fanaitatcm(pcaant,pluriai|?funt^c?^ ia 
Mcnis nobilcs, ct eximi^* : Scd cum duplcx , vtcuro gnc- 
lioribus (cntia,Poc'fcos fit finis,»lter pro»tinus,cpii in vo- 
luptatc fitus cft, akcr vltimus , qui ad vtilicaBBmf ora- 
jicr, quemadmodum prudcntcrHorarius.monct* 

Omnc tulit pundum , qui mifcuic vtilc dulci . 
iikid raihifadum c^tcris ancefcrcndum arbicratus fum» 
quod prx ciEtcris tum deledarc, tiim prodcflcpolTc vi- 
<lcrctur,vt fi minus alijs in rebuscxccllerem, cx clcdlio- 
ncfaltcm aliquam laudcm mercri poflcm, nam profc- 
tfio ita a .grauiflimis viris accepi , optimx inucntioni 
opiimam eicdioncm arquipacandam cfk , Eiufmodi 
ludirhac facinus oppidb videbrvtur , nam quod ad volut 

1>tatem atcinct , cum iftlixc pcr ca , qux^unt admirabi-* 
ia ,au(£lorc Ariftotclc, in co, qucm dc Artc Pocticaj 
(cripfit, libelloconcilietur, nihil admirabilius vt ctc- 
dcrcm poflc contingcrc , animum induxi mcum, quam 
incrmem , imbcllcmquc facrainam in tncdijs innumcra- 
biliumhoftium caftris Imperatoriibniflimoucccm af- 
ferrc , popularefqi fuosab cxtremo.peiiculo vindicare->. 
Quod vt pateat apcrtius, opcr^prctium cxiftimaui dc 
admirationc , ciufquc ibntibus nonmiUa breuircr dil- 
fcrcrc-^. 

Adniirationis iiaturam plutimi obitcr attigcruntt 

Ari- 
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Arift6tcles,Simpliciqs,Auicenna,Dama(Ccnus,Albertus 
cognomento magnus, D. Thomas, Fracaftorius, Bucca- 
fcrreus, Valcriola,C;rfat Scaliger,aliji nemo cx propofito 
qaodiprcvidcrim^prxrcr loanncmTalentonum^qui hac 
de reia Mcdioianenfi Academia qu^llionem habuitop- 
pidb luculentam.Omncsvcro in defjnienda admiratiooc 
de gcncrc confcnriqnr,in c^terisdifcrepant: conueniunc 
cnim cflc fufpcnfioncm quandam animi j fcd cumalij 
abignoratione caufarum illamdcriaant,alij ab infolea- 
tia^ 6<:nouiratc,ali)Ltiam timorctiradocxftuncplcriq- vo- 
luptatcmj in variaslcntcnrias dtuiduntur qu^dionemqj 
implicant di^putando . Ego vero tametsi cx ignorationc 
caularum admirjtionctjriri non dubicemi atqjex fchola 
Pcripateticahaufcrim hanc jtuiircorigificni philofophip 
di, tamcn cum plura admiremar,qu^ lub fcnl.ijm cadunc, 
neq; opus cil caularum abdita inuefJiirare, in eorum fcri^ 
tentiam facilc coco, qui fufpeolionem huiufmodi circa 
res,qu9 ab vfu quotidiano longius abfunt, fieri affirmanc 
at^sin raricarc,aut nouitacc diicrimcn collituunt. Ec prof» 
ftao Auguftiuus Thcologorum magiller maximus iij 
loanniscap. (J.iMaius. eilimicaculumi inquit ) guberria* 
tiototiasmimdi,quam faturatio quini]; milhum hoiBU 
num dc quinqi panibus; &c tamen hoc nemo mirarur 
illud miraotur homiiaios,noii quia maius ci^fed quiarai* 
ium.Ncqi m Cbniliinj:feruatorcm,in.quo ihdatiri ora^ 
Hcs Cifimd^jkitmitit^ Dei condiu (unt, tcxncrc putattf 

'dum cftpeczki4lS:r,cauiarum.igiiQiaaoiiem',pum;^ 
iinuij* Bb ceci- 
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cccidcritadmiratio, redcum viHs grauiffimis, ijfdelnq; 
iandiflimis intcrpretandum arei nouitatc, at^-,inufita- 
co euentu admirationem de fidc Centurionis fuilTc dcri* 
uatam, miratumqi Dominum, nonquod ignoraucrit, 
fcd quod antca vel nunquam-jVcl raro vidcrit ; potcran t 
cnim proficienti ?tate , & fapientia plura eontingere , 
quibus neutiquam adfueuifTct, & pcr cxpericncir gra- 
dusincrcmeniumcapere, pro vt in i.Euang.Hift.Cap» 
quica D. Luca confcriptaeft, planis vcrbis mcmoratur , 
at^; adcb D. Thomas , cuius ore vidctur clle locuta 
Theologia, 5. p.q. ii.arx.httcrisconfignatum rchquic. 
tft igiiur , nifi fellor , admiratio fufpenfio qu:pdam ani- 
mi circa res ,'aut fa<aa,quflc praeccr vlitatum ordincm fiot, 
aut fiant , quodfi e^dem ciuftnodi fuerint ^quorum cau- 
fasignoremus , maior vtiq-,erit fufpcnfio . Ex his aucera 
deduciadmirationem teftiscft Sim.plicius in i.AriftotcUs 
de Coelohbrum , qui ait admirabilc illud cffe, quod na- 
tura: vfumimpenfiuscxccdit,vfuminquam, & confue- 
tudinem,namqu3Bfupravicc3natur2liint, 6c diuinam 
potcntiam rcquirunt , miraculanuncupantur . Quxcutn 
ita fint , tiim res , tiim fadtanobisadmirabilia huiufmodi 
quacrcndafunt. Rcsin duphcifuntdiftcrcntiav nam vel 
a natura fluunt , vci abarie , in ijs , quac a natura, fi adfic 
autcxceirus,autdefe6lus,autflexus aUquis i communi 
confuctudinc, qucmadmodum fit in monftris ^cx huiuf- 
modi oritur admiratiaj quar ab artc, vcl carttmiBatcriaiE 
admiramur , vcl cxtcrnam illam formam > in lyxvsi^ 

^uaoti^ 
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quantitatcm fufpicimus^vt Gmtilacrifolaris apudRho- 
dum magnitudmcm , fpheraf Archimedcxomnescccli 
circulos, &motus breui globocomprehendentis tenui- 
tacem . tiim qualitatem , vt fimihtudinem , qua ad na* 
turam proprius acccdunt , -venuftatem operis, indu- 
ftriam diligcntiamqueartificis, quoiurecum faftisaf- ' 
finitatem quandam habenC;^ In ^dis cx modo, aucexi- 
tu admirationi locuseft, cum auc iunt prjctcr propo^ 
(itum , aut prjetcr confuecudmem .• Nos h6lum pf ae ma- 
nibus habcmusHat in fadiQmodus! ilie Pcripaccticorum 
Pfincipi maxim^ probatur qui pr«cer propoficum con- 
tingit , cum per ea nimirum inrtrunKnta , quibus quid- 
piam cfficere lludcmus , concrariu efficimus, vt in Ocdi-! 
po viderc eft,qui eo ipfo tramitefcin calamitatcm pvq- 
cipitauit, quo calamitatem effugercconabatur , Porrb 
hic modusad Tragoediam dumtaxatvidei;^rpertinerc', 
non autem ad Epopoeiam,in quacx mente operarftis eft 
quodcunque efficitur . Achillcs vlcifci cxdcm Patrocli, 
/Eneas in Italiam traijccrc , ac domicilium fibi ftatuc*- 
retumprxcipiuntamniis , tiim aifequuntur. Quara* 
obrcm-alius nobis inueftigandusefl excitandxadmira- 
tionis modusin Epopoeia.i Acqueego quidem, cum_> 
vniuerfam Pocmatum omnium feculorum claHem ob- 
feruo , in eam opinioncm defcendo, vcmodus ille fta- 
tuendus videacur , quovfqueadco fcptse , ac pr2cclu& 
ifis difficultatibu^ afl^cruntur , vt vix fieri cogitari vc pol- 
fit cafdcm vUis viribus cxplicandas, atq^ ad cxitum per- 

Bb z duccn- 
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duccndas efle. Eocj; ^intecellcreHcroicam Pocfim ccn- 
feo , quo frcquenrioribqs euctJS ad gignendam admira- 
lionem nititurqucim Tragocdia .Quis enim voquam^ 
comprehendereanimo potuinct iCncam Rcgina Deo. 
rum aducrfantc ; totq^ periculorum obidbu$ longc ar- 
centcltalia littoribus appuKurum, atqucin hoc folo 
regnaturum ) quis Heaorem vniuerfi Graeci excrcitus 
terrorem , ac ftrage^ii ab vno Achrlle interfeaumm 
foraniii(ret,remq;^ant« nodis implicicatnad hunccxi- 
tum pcruenturam ^ Hacratfonefi mini« prarteragen- 
tis propofitum fuccedunt res, prarter lcaons, aut fptaa- 
turis expeaationem , ac lidem planc fucccdunt , cui ni- 
mirum fecus , contrauc omnia videntur contingerc dc- 
buiflc.Quod admirationedignum efle maxima Innuit 
ipfe Ariftotcles initio fux Metaphyficcs . Ad hoc genus 
tci mirabihs.viaoria rcfertur 1 V D ITH i£ nol\riP , 
'quxAchiUis,atqv^ncxrcbus geflis eo vidctur admi- 
yabiHor , quodifficiHuseft, ac pratcr rcrum ordinenu 
mollcm feminam armairaaarc, &vincerc, quam vi- 
ros raiHtarcs pahnam cx holUbus reporlarc. Et qui-. 
dem id facinus adco mirabilc creditum eft , vt omnium 
feculorumcalamisfitcelcbratum, & piaor vix repertus 
fit , qui maximum fibi dcdecus parari non iudicaucrit,fi 
fuo ludicha pennicillo prxterirct. Atq^ ha:c dc admi- 
rationcjcx quavoluptasnafcitur, diaafint.Nunc qucia 
fruaum , vtiHtatemq, ex ludithop operc pcrcipi poflc m 

mcntem vcncrit, exponendum eft. 

^ Qua- 
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Qiutuor enumerat partcs Ariftotcles, quas ad confti- 
tuendum Pocma Epicum requituntur , hbulam,moics , 
(cntcntiam , &: diclionem , caqj connexione, atqi ordi- 
ne intcr k , vt pcr didionem kntcntia > pcr (ententiam 
morcs, pcrmorcs ^ibulaterccxprimantur. Fabulaani- 
nia ell , tormaq; Pocmatis , cui mores, quafi habicus an- 
nccluntur.Mihi itaq; videndum fuit, antcquam in lu- 
dithaconfillcrcm ,fa bulane, moreiq-, pencs candcnLj 
ciuhr.odi fucrint , qqi maximo pra: ceteris vfui legcnti- 
bus efle polhnt . Fabulam vero non ita a mc accipi cxi- 
ftimcnt rudiores velim, vtludithac Viftoriam commen- 
tum dicamj harrcticum quippc, damnatumqi efTetHi- 
ftoriam Sacrolanclis Tcltamcnti vcteris voluminibus 
infQrtam in dubium vocarc. Sedfabulaillud totumcft 
apud Foctas , qood ex rcbiis vcris , & vcrihmilibus con- 
flatum opportunaconftitoticnc,ac partium ordine con- 
tinetur . Quod quim (obnc, ac pudcntcr mrc propo- 
fita pr.Efticcrimus , patcbic intcrius . 

Intcrprctcsdiuinarum lictcrarum incrcatoafflatifpi- 
ritu dupliccm ij{dem fcnlum tribuunt , altcrum , quem 
appellant licteralcm , quo illudmct fignificatur, cjuod 
fonat Oratio , altcrum myfticum , quo ncmpc aliud in- 
fertur a verbis quidem , ac rebus illis alienum , fcd qua- 
dam fimilitudinis , & fignificationis cognationc affi- 
nem . Myfticum itcm in tria gcnera fubdiftinguunt, Al- 
lcgoricum ^ quo illud , quod credimus adnotatur, Ana- 
gogicum , quo illud, quod fperamus innuitur , Tropo- 

logicum 
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logicum , qiio illiicl , quod opercmur prsfcribitur . Pcr 
hos omncs gradus dcduccndum cft gloriofum ludithc 
facinus , vt pateat fole clarius , quara idoneus a nobis rei 
delcdus habitus fit,quantoq; illa cum iudicio in no- 
ftrum laborem translata fuerit . 

In fenfu igitur, quiadlitteram pcrtinct, muliercni^ 
animaduerti pcncsquara noD tcmerc ambigas , quar co- 
piofiora fuerint , animine , an corporis bona, qux bonis 
corporis neutiquam vtcndum ccntcc, ui(i cum Dco fer* 
uiendumeft, acfaluti publicarconfulcndQm,qua:nullis 
difticulratum fcopulis terrica in primis arduum,atqi in- 
credibikopus aggreditur, &perquam felicitcr abfol- 
Dit,mulierem inquam, animaduerti, a quaviri pari 
pudore, acfrudu peterecxcmpla debeant fapicntix, ac 
fortitudinis. Hincprarterca in medijs amcnciiim 3ar- 
barorum caftris feruatam vidia focmina pulchcrrima^ 
pudicitiam ; inde amore , ac iuxu Imperatorcm pelTun- 
datum, dclecumqi innumcrabilcm exercitum confpexi y 
quibus ex rebus prscepta eruas , tura nihil cflc tam ar- 
duum , atq; ab humana fpcremotum , quod innocentes 
hommes> ac Deo pcrchari fiducia , & virtute aflequi, ac 
-perficcre minimcvaleariKi tumctiam Principcs poten- 
tia , 6c prarfidijs militaribus lubnixos , cum venenumj 
lafciux iibidinisfcmelhaalerint, &rempublicam , & 
•icmetipfos in extreraum difcrimca deducere, ac fmc pc* 
riculoiQ locis municiihmis eflcncmincm, cui fuorum 
fcelcrum mucrones immineaf.Pontificem infuper obui- 

um 
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um habui, pcbut decet illum ordincm , de religione, 
acfalmcpopulifollicitum, Patres fapicntcs, Duccm 
vigilantcm. Adallegoricam fignificationcm refcrri for- 
tafse pofle acbitratus fum , quod ad calccm Focmatis' 
vfurpaui,pcr lu<litham nempc (aocbifsimam Vjrginem 
Dcipararo pricfigaari,qux ad lioc nata,vc fcrpcntis ho- 
ftis humani gcnerh imaianifsirai caput contcrcrct, ^la- 
Aoictertu Verbieicvtragiparccacuto de codcm vidlo- 
riam longe gloriofifsimam reporcauic, & collapfanu 
morcahum conditionera planc rcfticuit . ha D.quoque 
Fulberto Carnoccnfi periuafumfuici ita Canifio ex So- 
cietate lES V Vira ciarilhmoqui lib. i.cap. z. de B. 
-VIRGINE plura, caq; admodum luculenta io-* 
hanc fcncentiam loeutas elt . Qux quidem res pcrcom- 
moda videbacur , vt typus noftrac falutis fub amocnitate 
carminum vnicuiqi propofitusob oculos, canciqj atq; 
adcofingularisDciOpt. Max. bencficij memoria noua 
rationc iiominura mcntibus commcndaretur . Tanti 
-autcm apud mc ponderis huiufmodi ratio fuit, vtcum 
D. ViaClNi MATRI 

omniadebcam, nonalio 
mc votoobftxingcndura a^que putauerim , quam ludi- 
thx dccantandx^qux ipfam figuracontingcrct.Pcr Ana- 
gogicam notionem egIoria,quam rcfortitcr geftacon- 
iccuta luditha fuit , non abs rc ciTeiudicaui , fi gioriam 
4nfcrrcmu$,qua poftTartareos hoftcsDco aufpicc pro- 
fligatos in Ccclcfti Hicrofolyma pcrfrucmur.Qupmodo 
ycro profligcntur , tum in hitcraU intclligcntia , prout 
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fupra oftenfuoj eft,iimi etia in Tropoiogica cxcmplimt 
mihi vidcbar nadirus cile vaMcfpieDdidum , ac libcralc. 
Ciim enmi Bcthuliam Afrynjs cxcrcitibus circumucn- 
tam intucbar, animam quoc|, humanam, RhabanO 
Mauro»Gloiraq;cgrcgiead(iipuIjmibus , vndiq^ libi^ 
dinibuspecitam, obfcliamqv lummoverfari in pcricu- 
lo vcniebar ui mentem. Cumq; ludicham in Ciuitace 
pnncipcm foemmatn diuini opehoftiuth Duci intcrre 
necem , & copias vahdiflimas manu Ciuium pefTunclarc 
animadueacbafr. , rationcm itcm fiimmam anima: par- 
tem L)eo opitulaiue, atque intjrioribus poccntijs eiiis 
fignaconfcqucntibusfrequentcm vitiorum acicm debel- 
larc ponecommcdiiiimclcnticbam . Qunfomnia, an- 
tequamanimum ad fcribendum adijcercm, ciim cogi- 
tationc complcxus fum,cum facis probcanimaducrti iti 
fe fe habeic , vt (entenciarum quoq; in primis vtiHurrLjs 
lalutariumq;agrcgiecapaxcflcpoilec oratio ( nam dc 
didionenihilcracmihituncdeliberandum) etcnim & 
Copciliacrantinducenda, & (uafionum, ac difluafio- 
numadhibenda vis ,&lermones, precefq, fcdulo cla- 
borandx . Quocircacum mihi haudinania carminaia 
lictcrarium thcacmm cxhiBenda forcnc,(cd prscepcapo- 
ciiis, 6c cxcmpla id ciuilcm,mifitarcmq; vicam imbuen- 
Jam magnoperc idonea, noa Uuem md vhacum vola- 
-ptateicapfcrc, atq; afFerrc fortafsc ^oflc fruftum mouali^ 
tuspucaui,fi'ludichc vi(ftoi;iaititanTadignitatc prarftati' 
tem Epico poemasc comprehcndcrem. 

• i Huiuf- 
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Huiusmodi fuere confilia noftra, quc fi miniis proba- 
bunrur in vulgus,non cro magnoperc follicitusjcum bo- 
norum, atq; eruditorum hominumratiohabenda fit, 
quorum iudicio litteraria laus vniuerfa continetur; for- 
mo(acjuippc,informiac]iin lumincdirtinguuntur; intc- 
nebris^qualiaomnia. 

Hadenus dc noftra luditlu locuti fiimus; nunc ludi- 
tham ipfam fubijciemus in compendium rcdaftam.quo 
facilius vno tora pateat intuitu. nam cum olim nccdil 
pcrfcdo opere flagitantibus amicis fingulorum libroru 
argumcnta (cripferim fatis liberalia , qucmadmodura 
cgocumad ea rccolcnda animum adieci , atq; acriiis in- 
<^ubui fingulis rebus fingulas confercns , pleraq; vidiffc 
mc fateor ncqi (atis congruenrcr inuenca,neq; apte difpo- 
fita,neq; fibi oppido con(entanca,qu9 me anrea fugerat , 
iic cadem lcgentibus vfui forc cxiftimo , quo nimirum , 
an me^ dcfcnfionis racio conftet , facilc vidcant . 

ARGVMENTA 

Libroruni quinque luditha? Vindicis 

afferuntur. 

LIBER PR IMVS. 

li^Edia , Armenia , Cilicia, at^; Arabia poft com- 
munem dcfedionem rccuperatis , Aflyriorum 
Rcgis Prxfeitus Holophcrncsformidabiliapparatu lu- 

C c dcx 
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dc2C quoquc bcUum intulcrac, illud potifsimum indi^ 
gnc fercns, quod Hebrxi a patrijs iaftitutis,& religionc 
aifccdere recufarent , acRcgempro numine vcnerari. 
QuocircdBethuliam Galilsx oppidum tiim natura.», 
turn artc munitiIIimum,quod ipQ primum obuium fue- 
rat, vigefimum iamdiem oblidcbat, ncquc Ciucs , 
quamquamre fiumcntaria vccrcntur anguftius, quic- 
quam tamcn deprioreconatu y. atq; animi firmitudinc 
remiferanCrCum ncfariushoftis humani generis appre- 
henfa muliebri forma „ interfcdloqj, in fpccicm filio , atcj 
ad cpulas planc compofito, pauidam atrocitate cxcmpli 
Ciuitatemconcitauit, atq; in cxtremum fere difcrimcn 
feditionc rem deduxit , cumq> vidtualia fuppeterc vltra 
diem quincum neutiquam poffent ^de facienda tumde- 
mum deditionc ^ nifi Deus opem ferrct,coadli Princtpei 
decreucre . Eiufmodi pericutum fpeculatus c(l Deus 
tum nufericordia in (uos, ira in vtrumq; hoftem pcrcU 
tus Fortitudini confilium fuum de opc fcrcada ludxis. 
apcrit, dccontinuo defccaderc iubec ad ludicham , quac 
Bechulis clariilimis orca nacahbus ad Simeoocm lux 
Tribus foncem , ucque originem icfcrebac , & marito ex 
human is ablato iamdiu caclcbs,yti forma corpocis inter 
c^tcraspr«cellebat,itaprudentia> &fanaitatc morum 
in admirationcm lui excicauerat vniuerfos . Matidato- 
rum fumma hxc fiiit^ vc Forcicudo proximas regni caJa- 
micaces ^acrehgiooisinprimis ia^lurani oboculos lu- 
dicha: proponar,diuinam omnipocenciam,. quac falutcm 
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per infirmiora quoq; prKfidia afFerrc valeat , ad mcmo- 
riam reuocet, fuaaeatque , vt conuentum Holopher- 
nem, fibiqjeloqitcniiapulchritudinis concihatum nc- 
cet • Fortitudo per eas forcs , quibus diuinis ad nos mo- 
nitis patet cgreffus, quam cclcrrime dclabitur, ludi- 
thamq; a:gre admodumtferentcm ciufmodi dccreta,qu^ 
in pcrniciem rchgionis potiflimum vergerent , fub ima- 
gine Abra: nutricis adoritur , atq; in fcntcntiam pcrdu- 
eereconatur. luditha magnitudine rei attonita^ quo 
confiho , qua fpe du(5ta tantum facinusfuadcat,percun- 
flarii Illaconrra caufasncdcrc,ac maiorum rcs pr^cla- 
re geftas, prout eximi? pulchritudinis pvxCens piiSlura rc- 
fcrebat , in memor iam rcuocarc , lahehs pr^fcrtim^qug 
Si(aram Chanan^arum Imperatorcm copiarum intere- 
mcrat, & clauo caput terrarafHxerat, nimirumciufdcm 
fexus, proximioracnim exempla vahdiora funt. Ma- 
gnum dclibcranti ca ics attulit momcntum . Itaq; pre« 
cibus Dcum confulit , dcinde quia imago iam[cuanue« 
rat^ Abram vocat, qucriturqi quod in medio fcrmonc-> 
difceflcrit. Abra,^t in nouo cafu obftupcfcere , car fc- 
cum cxpoftularet , quid hocrei c(ret,intcrro^arc,cx quo 
(atis probc iuditha comperitcommoucri Cc altiore vi . 
Quamobrem confilioici gercndj cum nutricc commu- 
nicato fpe vidorixin propofitoconfirmaturinamcum 
initio , vt ab vniccdiligcniibus in magnis periculis ficri 
folct, nc quid tcmcrc luditha aggredererur,pauida anus 
monuiflct, faciaus cfle (upra vircs, atq; adeo in ancipiti 

C 2 con- 
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conftitutuni, immo vero adtcntandam ipfius pudici- 
tiamfubefledolumcommunishoftis, diuino repento 
afflatafpirituineandcmfententiamfe contulit, alum- 
nseqi animos mirificc ipfa quoq^ fuppeditauit,haud de- 
litcfccnte vltcrius Fortitudine, reiqi inufitato fpiendorc 
fidemconcihante. Igitur luditha accerfitis redoribus 
Ciuiiatis acri , eadcmq, modeftafuccenfctoratione,de- 
ditionem daninat,(cq; , nequid Rcfpubhca detrimenti 
capiat, quicquid pericuh, aclaboris vfu venerit, luben- 
tianimofufcepturam poHicetur,fequcnti quippc noCic 
ad hoftes progredi , ac tcntare aleam prout diuinitus 
cdoceretur , iampridcm firmum,ac ratum fibi affirmat 
dumq; ipfi redeuntem opperiuntur ,corum eflc difficui- 
tatibus labefhdatam multitudinem in officiocontincre. 
Ea res admirationem excirat, fpcm fuccendit , lludia_^ , 
fcrmoncfqi aJit . £phra:mum acri ingcnio virum , ac 
rerum experientia magnoperc cxcrcitum Hierofoly- 
mam ad hxc ipla nuntianda, pctendaq-, auxiha Princi- 
pcs proficifci iubent; ifqi adeo occuhi traniitis admini- 
cuhs , atq, hoftium in Caftris tumultus a dcfertoribus 
'AngeUsahenotemporeconcitati euadit incolumisj illi 
cnim tum ad confirmandam dcditionem , tum quo 
phiribusinuentis^&conatibusad vidtoriam comparan* 
dam innitcreotur Afl^yrios quoq; in turbas diduxeraot ^ 
nam cum diuturnac mihtcm morx aduerfus hoftcm im- 
becillum,oppidulumq, tcnuiflimura toedere capiflcr , 
adprincipes non finc contumcjijs vndique conflucbatt 

Qupd 
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Qiiod vt acccpit Holopherncs , antcquam peftis mana- 
rctlatius, maieftatc imperij tutus in mediam feditio- 
Bcm irrumpit , furcntium audaciam frangit, plerofqi 
noccntiorcs,&confcicntia pauidos vinculis conftringi 
imperat j cumque illud ocij vitium cfle animaduertcrct, 
qusefitoconfiliocopiarumquierem laboribus redimit; 
nec non materiem e proxima fylua rcfcindi , ac turrcs,6; 
machinationcs, tanquam ad oppugnandam Bcthu- 
liam , confici iubei , 

LIBER SECVNDVS. 

IVditha nulla redeterrita diuinamopcm vehemcn-» 
tiflimisprecibuscontinuoimplorat , dcinde cum^ 
fomnummagnitudine curarum mulra iam nodle ad- 
mittcrc ncutiquam polfct, acccrlitis famulabus cilii* 
cium , viduahaq; indumenta deijcit, & domcfticum in- 
grc/Ta balneum lejpcntibus aquis, ac pretiofioribus vn- 
gucntis mcmbra rouct j tum ampliflimo veftitu,cultuqi 
pra^terconfuetudinemcximioinnatam fibi venuftatcm 
auget;ncqjau(aorcontentus Dcusacccptam fibimulic< 
rcm, & magni opcris miniftram diunioquoq; adflat 
lumine, atqy immortaHs pulchritudinis honorc conde-r 
corat . His armis cgrcgie inftruaa vna comite Nutricc 
commeatum pcrexiguum defcrentc,nc damnatis a lege 
obfonijs contaminari cogcrctur, ad ianuam oppidi pro- 
ficifcitur,qu6,vt in renoua,plcbisconucncrat magoa 

pars 
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pars , 8c ladaici exercitus Ozias Impentor , principcs^; 
acScniorcs ciuitatis venientcmopperiebantur . Excepc«» 
re luditham frequentes , dc quafi miraculoittoniti)dein 
continuoexcuntemfauftisacclamationibus, ac ftudijs 
profccuti funt . Intcrea vti ftatis temporibus ad rcs gc- 
uas vniufcuiufq; monftri rcccnfendas ficri folct, Conci- 
lium malorum Oocmonum apud Inferos cogitur. Ibi 
Supcrbia,Inuidiaqj dum carumrerum gloriam , quae ia 
pemiciem ludarorum abipfisgcntisincunabulispatratx 
fterant , vtraqucfibi vendicat , mutuisinuiccm fe con- 
tumelijs afficrunr. ladtabarenimSuperbia ^mulatione 
fediuinitatis Wololatriam inftituiirc,Hebrxisqiidcirc6 
plurimas clades intuliffc, quoniam ea in reobcempera- 
requandoqiTccufafl'cnt,prouteoquoqi tempore acci- 
dcrat. Contra Inuidiaeadcm ad lc refcrrc, fcmpcrq^ 
nouarum rerum ab fc tnanaffe primos motus. Ad fedan* 
das huiufmodi furiarum contcntiones,&: iurgia paterna 
opus fiiit audloritatc j aggreflus cft vmbrarum prin- 
ccps, prxftititquci nec non perficiendic rei , ac luaixhac 
conatus, quicumquc forent , infrigendiSupcrbix nego- 
tium dat.Ipfadimiflbconcihorcipperam daturainGa- 
liixam quam cdcrrimb xcuerrirur , atque in fpecienv» 
conucrfaScnis VrfaciHormumfihum magicisartibus a 
patreimbutum pcr fomnium adoritur, deque ludithsc 
confilijs , quoad conietlura, & fufpicione confequipo- 
tuir , certiorem facit,qu6 nimirum Holophernem cora- 
moncfaciat, nccnon in vcnientcm faeminam,ct vniuct- 

lani 
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£im nationem hominis indignationcm acccndat * Qui- 
bus pronuntiacis itacuanuic, vc Hormus intellcxcrit fa- 
riarumillaraciTevoamfibi oppido cognatarum. 
vilpciSaculicxpergefadus, mrenfqi dum imperatisfa- 
ciundisoperam nauac , concinuomucatus Holophcrni 
oppoGtum fuadccjtum miraculo acconitus in fpccumj 
fc abripic , contultiq; Doemoncs rcfpondcre negant ; Si 
quidc Supetbia codcm temporismomento Michaclcm 
Cccleftium copiarum Ducem obuium habuerat > fpeque 
omni fpoHataminis,flagrifq;per lacum Gomorraiorum 
inuento aditu ad Infcros dcccufafuerat : neque fecus c^- 
tera monftra inopinato cuentu, atq; hoftis pra^fcntia-* 
pcrterrefadaomncm audaciamcxucrat^ Michacl cnim 
ludajorumrcbus, penciquos viiloria Dei iuflii futura 
c/Ict, nevlteriusaduerfarentur,. edidlo, & coraroina- 
tionibusincerdixerac . luditha fubortum dici in radi- 
cibusmontiscxploracorc& hoftium obuioshabct,* dcti- 
ncre iUijqu? nam effecquc) progrcdcrctur fcifcitari.Con- 
trk Hebr^a fugacofulcre fc ialutijad Principem clemen- 
tix nomincfatis fibicognitum aditum quarerc,,orare,vc 
adcumdeduccrcnt. Pr^ftitcreipfihbcrahtcr, vniuerfti 
iani ad fauces viarum oh famam venuftatis confluente 
multitudinc,atqivt miflam diuinitus collaudanto. Vbi 
ad Imperatorcm vcntum fuit, bcnignc prxccr natura m 
cxccpta ocyus fc dominam, quam fupphccm intellcxit : 
Holophernescnim primo afpedu intimc captusadoran- 
tcm crigif,pcrtimcfccntemconfirmat,dcq^aducntu& cau- 

fis. 
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fis impcnfius interrogat . Ad h^c luditha mctum exuc- 
re,nihil non {jperare.rcfpondereq, ad muillimum domi- 
num idcirco lc habuide perfugium, quod c plunbus ar- 
gumentis neutiquamdubitaret,quin Oppidum iam fa- 
mc prcflum, mox vniuerfa regio vaftaretur, idq^ potifli- 
mum fcclera popuh polliceri . Additad vidoriam ma- 
ximo vfui fore,quod acceflcrif, propterca nihil,ni(iabfc 
monitus Impc-rator aggrederetur, neq; prohiberct, quo- 
minus nodtu exiret caflris oratuia Deum patrium i nam 
cum ab irato Numine vltio pendcret, ab eo quoq; confi- 
lia pctere , & rimari oracula ncceflc crat , vt nullo accc- 
pto incommodo Perf^ rerum potircntur : neqjde euentu 
clubitandum,cum monita,iuflaq; Numinis interfucrinc. 
Huiufmodi rationibus conuidus Holophernes , tametfi 
Dijs quibusq^pr^ter Regem,quem vnumcoliab omni- 
bus impcrauerac, diuinosfied honores vctuifl&t, furori 
tamencoeco plant^ indulgcns muheris poftulatis morem 
geflit, & quocunqi Iibuiflet:,commeandi, adorandiq; pa- 
trij Numinis poreftatem fecit . Domicilium deinde 
cgregic inftruftum in vErario pr^fcripfit , miniftcrium 
Bagux fpadoni mandauit, vi6tum demenfa Imperato- 
ria decreuit,quem tamcn , cum eiusmodi cpulis pr^ reli- 
gionc vefci nefas efl^et , (anftilTima foemina fpccie,nc gc- 
rendis rebusid obeflct,conrtaniifliracrcfutauit . i£ra- 
rium ingrefl? fpcm Vidlorig connrraat oblataHefter aii- 
I^is admirabili arcificio pr^texta, diftind^q; Hebrgonitn 
fortcs, &pcricula, tumfalus, hberorumq; incolumita- 

ccm 
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tem eparcntumexcmplisanimo prxcipit.C^crum neqi 
caftrisdcinceps uagari ,neque falutantium colloquia-» 
admittere, fcd affidua precibus, atqj ad fontcs extra moe- 
nia lauatum proficifccns placitum Deo tcmpus opperic- 
batur. Angelus interea , cuius cuftodiar ab iplo ortu 
commifTafucrat ,ec(rlcfli armamcntario accepto gia- 
dio , qui fortafle idcm fuit , quo poft admiflum cxitiabi- 
Ic humano generi facinus ab oftio Paradifi voluptatis 
priroi parentes ciefti fuerant , tanto alumnam ftudio 
tucbatur, vt nullum palTa pudicitix detrimcntum faerit. 

^ LIBER TERTIVS. 

INtcrea Ephrxmus Betbulia cxceflcrat , quod oppi- 
dum in Gahl^x finibus pra^cipiti loci natura , dc 
faxis minacibus difhcillimum Bcthulus Chanan^orum 
regulusturbatisohm tcporibus adlui fecuritatc ^difica- 
uerat,deqi luomet nomine appellauerar,peragrataqi Sa- 
maria,&: locis rerum gcftaru gloriaclaris magnis itincri- 
busHierofolymam cotendit.Continuo vocaturScnarus 
frcquens; cxceptus Fphramus humanitcrdererumftar 
tu , de luditha: confilio (cdulb difltrit : Patres matura-» 
ipter (e habitacoiifultatione afflidisdiuturnaobfidioaf 
Bethuliemibus fuppeditanda auxiha deccrnuci Phineo- 
qucadmirabili prudeiitia,& forfitudinc pr^dito,quam- 
quam^tas ingrauckcrct, parandarum retum prouin^ 
ciam dcferuDtj atq, vt inde exordium ducant,vndc omf 
nium bonorii origo,& fons,ingrefli templum tauro opc- 

D d rantur 
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rantur.ac populi , & fanftarum legum incolumitatem 
bcnigno Numinienixiuscommendant. Perfeftis facris 
Phineus {cxcencoj milices perfpcil^^jprobat^qj fuptd ca?- 
teros vircucis, cum ad nouos dclcdos liabendos t^mpus 
minimc fuppctcretj^x arcGcducir,vrbanos fubflitoic vi- 
gilesjillos Bechuliam proficifci iuber, coqi frumenti 
copiam non mediocrcm ledulo cransfirendam adornae. 
Dum h?cparantur,Ephrgmus PontJificiacxccptusmcn- 
(a qua:cunq;ab initiobeili ludccab Affyrijs illati eoufq-, 
fecuta fuerant, acana roganci Principinarrac.Illa vero 
fcrmc crant huiufmodi . Pollquam Ocho Affyriorum , 
Pcrfirumq- Reqi.qui ob morum cum prifco illo fimili- 
tudinc Nabudidonoforus quoq, cft appellacus, vniuer- 
fim prope Afiam defcilcccemHolophernes bellorefti-' 
tuir, Deorum cultu aboleuit, facra Regi fieri impcrita* 
uit , in oppidis Idume^ (iibftitit , accicifq, c prouincij* 
cxcrcitibus, de luda^is profligadis, delendilq; crudehlli* 
hie cogitauit, eb in primis itiotusxquod foli fuperftitio* 
nemre(pucre,feq;armisdefendere aufi fuifscc.Proprerea 
tiiufcc nationis genus, niorcs, poccntiam cx principr- 
bus virisexercicusfiifftrifcitdtur ,qu5omnia Dux Am- 
hionitarum Achior j vt poce ludalcarum irerum cx pro- 
pinquicatc finitimarum regionum noignarus luculen- 
taoracione profecutu^cft-. At vero cum cftc Deum fum- 
mum c5ftanttr difTeritjqui ^ in Hcbraros fceleribus in- 
quinatosanimaduertat , & iufticiam,piecacemqjcolcn* 
tcs tuea^ut , tims fi lcgcs afpernencur , viaoriam pencs 
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AflyriOs forc i rin obferuent,omncm operam pf rditum 
iri , «jbtidlmperatorem >cxterofque potentiores graui- 
tcr oflrettdif,quatTi ob caufam vindtum illum Holoplicr- 
nes Bt(h'u1ienfjbus tranfdi iubec , vt eamdem cum ho^i 
ftibusTaileahi Fortunse fubeat . Parucre continuo fatclli*! 
tcs i Wif vincula coniedliis efl:, rapcufqi mocrore v?cor$ 
Ammonita. Ignari rerum Bechulienfesaduersiis hoftes 
crupcrc, qui ne nuraero opprimercntur , dlhgatoad 
truncum Achiore, pedem celeriter retulcre. Hcbrdji» 
iuuenem in oppidum deduxere . Omnibus admiratio? 
cadem , fententix diuerfg . Principes primo ambigui dc 
captiuiconditione ,deq-, caufis fortunac ciufmodi per- 
cundlari. Vbi fatisprobcconftarc credicum eft abeflc' 
fraudem , hberahter accipere , detrahere vincula , hor-; 
tari j nc fpem abijceret. lp(cconfirmacopauh(pcr anii-' 
mdabarmisdifcedanc, feq^hoftium arbitrio commit* 
tint i mifericordia incenfus vehemenciiis perfuaderc^ . 
Vbi nihil proficcrc fe incellexit, ficjuidem illoruitifi- 
ducia diuina ope vniuerfa conftabac,fi viftoria jpotiren- 
tur, fequoque Mofaicis legibus (ubditum forepolU'^ 
ceri . Holophcrnes ftatuta die belhcum apparatum rc^ 
ccnfec , legionelque profua quamqiconfuetudine armis 
atqjinfignibusinftruftas non vfuimagis, quim often-^ 
mi intc fe pr^tcieuntes excditiore lcco pcr ambitionerrt 
fpedlat . Eafermcerantccncum viginci hominum mil- 
lia , prxter innumerabiles cbpias,qijas c)c prodihcijs nu-^ 
pcr fubimperium redadlisgentium terrori contraxcrat* 

' D d X Po- 



zx3l I V D I T H A 

Poftridicprajmiflb Bechuliam cquicatu, cum reliqup 
ipfe exercicu , commeacuqj fub^equicur; leui prslio 1^« 
ceflicus hoftempellicicaltra mecacuririuum lempitcr- 
num, quo Bcchulia ab Auftrali plaga eiccernis aquis aU 
luebatur, incerfecaCjacqj in prjcceps dcijcii ; cumqj nec 
oppugnacione inaccfsibilcs murorum minas po/^cdi« 
ruere, ncqiobfidione, aut fici confcqui, poftdies aJir 
(^uocafpcculacoribus Moabicispro vecere nacionis ad- 
uersus.lud£osodiocommonefa(5tus inangufto rupium 
pcrennibus fcatebris manare fonces , quibus obfeflorum 
fpes inniterecur ,eo plerofq; audaciflunos nodlu miccit, 
quicucoin faftigium proucdi, ^ficubi claqftra moe- 
niumclemenciusadircncur, maiora,quam ius aqux co- 
gitances, folcrtia defenlbrum decedi, pulfiq,func.Fon- 
tium tamcn vfum luperueaientc nuiore iuo;:um Aume- 
ro Bethulice adcmerunt . Itaque omni aquatione po- 
pularibus incerclufis , ac dcfpcratione falucis fedicio-; 
nem cxcitantibus , dc facienda poft dicm quincam dc- 
dicionedecrecumHierat ^nifi perdicisrebus a Numine^^ 
confuleretur. His ab Ephra:mo difcrcc narracis , Pon- 
tifex lonacham , aquo AlTamon^i Principcs fccticis te.- 
poribu^ originem deriuarunt » auxiliaribus cohortibus 
prajficit,necnon gIadio,gaIeaqi affabre gdificacis dona- 
tumdimicciclUe vero vbi baudminoce cum^dmiratio*- 
nc,qudm volupcatencpocum rcs fortitcr gerendas^qui- 
bus vaces galeacorufcabac, pcuhs perluftrauijC,vniuer{a. 
in preces effufa Ciuitace, Ephr^crao comic<r Bcthuliam 
contendic, LI- 
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' LIBER Q^V ARTVS. 

DV M h^c Hicrofolymis gcruntur^SulMflk Numi- 
dariim Regislcgati,qucmadmodum piurimi^ 
toto tc rrarum prbe Pcrfarum pooentia cxtcrriti antca 
fcccrant, m-caftraad Holopherncm cum magnifica»» 
admodum pompa fe conferunti agunt dc padionibus, 
amicitiaq;intcr Ochum^&SulufTam rtatucnda,ncc non 
annua tnbuca , cxpedita<ji terreftrium copiarum, & ma- 
ruimx clalfis auxilia poliic^tur, & pretioiillimis mune- 
ribus Imperatorcm donanc . lUe aduenis pr^tcrconfuc- 
tudinem comittr habitis ( vt animum hbidine immuta- 
tum crudeiicate,fupcrbiamqi cxuiile facilc cerneres)con« 
ditioncsaccipit ydeinob immodicum amoris aducrsus 
luditham impetumcconfefTucelcritcreuanercitj&curis 
grauiusobfeflusjquam Hebr^os armisobfidcrer, neTri- 
bunos quidem bcUicaufa ad colloquium admittit. Ou- 
cis cxcmplo cxcrcitus ocio, 6c lafciuia detentur , defti- 
tutisq-, opcribus , nihil minus m bcllo agitur , quam dc 
bello , nam cum ca^teri aut (bmno aut ludo pcr mcri- 
dicm indulgerent , folus Holopherncs ab omni volu- 
ptatc rcliqua alienus fuamct libidine torquebatuc. Cu- 
rtodi itaque mulieris Bagux vulnusapcric, rogatq; vt 
opcm ferat j ncquc cnim (quod diuinoconfiliocautum 
fuit) vi quicquam tcntandum vidcbatur. Pollicctur 
Hero illc fuam opcram , atq; cx aduentu Numidarum 
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occafione acccpta fuadet, vtepulas apparet,luditham(^i 
vnd cum illis aa coenam acciri iiiipefct, qua rationcci- 
bo , potu , muficifqj obledationibus expugnata faemi- 
nxvoluntatelibidini fatisfaciat. Vtile conlilium aman- 
ti vifom eft, nullasmorasintcriecit,parendum fpad<> 
niedixir. Quaproprcr tmiscaftrisparariep(jlaf>arnfk' 
luxui, Martem Veneri,& Bacclio morem gererc . 
SpcculabanturexoppidoHebTa?i,^tque ciufmodi ap- 
paratum ad curationcm corporumrfien abhoftibusopi-^' 
nantes , vt fcqucnii die irt oppugnationcm moeniuno 
acrius incumberent , incrcdibili mctu , ac dolore affcdi 
fiint. Intereatemporis, cum hxcattentius intueretur: 
rerumraoderator Dcns , Hebrart^ Rcipublici Angelus 
princeps ,ex ijsnimirum , quorum prxfidioregna mu- 
niuntur,propius acccdit,adoratoqiConditorc,clientum 
cauiamagereaggreditur; in fummo periculo rcliquias 
efte dilcdi populi. de ludithx pudicitiacomitia haberi; 
fi Hcbrsi dcleantur , qua ratione Chriftum Dominum, 
quem ipforum eenti vnidcrfa Prophetarum oracula_, 
promifincnr,coTlapfo hominutil ge^neri opem allatu- 
rum? mortalibu?Coelo fcclufis,ex^qooprxteFea footc 
fpemfalutishaufiendam? Eoproafflaa nationc ita 
perorante , Angelus , qui Perlis prarcfrat , tuebaturque , 
fuos ex aduerfo defcnfurus exurgit ; orat ne mifc^orum 
tqdes fiat , quippc quam animarum quoq; intcritus fe- 
qderetut^^Tpatium ad veritatemcognofcendartn, poenif- 
tentiamq, agcndam concedatur jefrediuin^clcmenti^ 

igno- 



V r N D r C A T 215 

ignofccrc, modum omnipotcnti Dco neutiquam dc-» 
futuruiti , <|UO Iuda?orum populum , ludithamq^ pcri- 
culo eximati Ad ea benii^nc refpondct Dcus,quod 
ad Hebr^ospcrtmeE , Juditlir opera proximc (olucn- 
dam ob(idionem,ac vpdtoria pencs illos futuram ; pro- 
pterea princeps gentis Angelus nihil omittcrct,quod ad 
rcm gercndam pcrcincret ^ tum luculentum dc Chrifto 
futurooraculum adijcitjBarbarosautcm eo kcicrunoj 
deucniire , vc milericordiam nuUam mcrcantur . Poft 
ciufmodi refponfadifccdunc Angeli, alccrquidem I?- 
to, altcr ^quoanimo terenccs , quod diuina lapicntia_j 
ftacucum fucrac. Qmq; adco Hcbrsorum foucbat gc- 
nus, infcriorisordinisfpiritum ad rcscommodc gcrcn- 
dasfocium fibiadfciuic, atq; ad Somnum ab inferis 
incaftra hoflium perducendum mittic. lllc(mnma,in- 
fimaq; pra^tergre(his,&C£ncro,ac ccrrg vifcenbus quam 
cclerrimc pcnccratis , alxua, flc damnatorum poenis 
abllinec , vergitque in dcxtcram , qua tum ilii cxpia- 
bantur , quicumqicxpleto tcmporc culparum lucnda- 
rum i lullralibus flammisad fclicitacem crant cuafuri , 
tum bonorum domitilium colcbatur ( hanc Abrahse 
(inum appellabant)in quo cum tuturx hbcrracis, &c glo-^ 
riaeoraculum infontes animx opperirencur , apud cas 
paulilpcr immoratus proximam ludith^' viftoriam pr^* 
nuntiauit , Dauidiq; in caufa fruic , vi Dco rcpcnte plc4 
nus vindiccm fbeminam fummis laudibus^adCoelunif 
proucxerit,pefq'»6rnnCtti htrminum mcmohara clarif- 
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fiinam forevaticinarusfueric j necplcraq; nonatrigerit 
de rebus noftrorum tcmporum coramodam ex hoc Poe- 
niace occadoncm na£lus . Interea ad Lethen fluuium , 
qui inter hunc , atq; expiandarum animarum locum 
medius fluit , Angclusdormientcm Somnum repcric!* 
excitac,lcth?is armatum hquoribusin caftra progredi 
iubec, qua ille intedlis ex prafcripco potionibus rcrum 
omnium immcmor fopore icerum dcuindus cft . H^c 
dum a lupcrioribus potcftacibusgcruntur,Baguasblan- 
dicijs,6c pollicicacionibusludichx pudicicia in di(crimcn 
adduccrc conatur,camq;ad folcmnes cpuIasiulTu Impe- 
ratoris inuitac. Illatametfi in fuam pernicicm omnia 
parari fatisintcliigat, nihilominus commota diuinuus> 
& fecura fui,cgrcgiamq;fibi occafioncra non omitcen- 
dam raca,Iubens allencicur,atqj ad conuiuium opportu- 
ne profcda vniucrforum oculos admiracione pulchri- 
tudinis,eleganciarumqiperculfosin feconucrtic. Epu^ 
Ix ibi,compocacionesqi largilTima: (ilU camen abftincn- 
te ) ad mulcam nodcm pcrducbx (unc , infticuciq, can- 
tusad amoris igniculosgelido pcdtori (ubijciendosialla- 
todemum poculo, in quo Cyri Per(arum regis res ge- 
ftscfignisopcrofioribuscselaca? collucebanc, plurimum 
vini exhauftum eft,accoenaclaula . Quaproptcr ebrie- 
rate,acfomnovidipleriqiOmnes inlua quifq^ cento- 
ria pafsim aufcruntur. Holophernes vcro graui,ac pro- 
fundilTimo fopore coUigacus ftracis decumbic Ac ludi- 
tha > quo^ fola iam reliqua erat in cubiculo> emifta ad 

cufto- 
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cudoJiam liminis Nutricc , diuinlamopcm vcHemcn- 
tiii^ efflagitac , (ignum dc CiccJo accipic,iucrcdibiliq; aur 
(u propno Imperacopis enic Impcratorent obcrnncaiu 
Capuc deinde rtracoEam vclaminibus inuolucum fcrcncc 
Abra» & ncmineprx ionjuo adutrfancc,Bcchuliam rci- 
ucrtic^r. 

' L 1B £ R Q^V I N T S. » 

AuliimiberAvdittbenibus lu<fchiii,cum primo alTpci- 
iJt\i intercsdcntibus cencbnB necjuaquam cognic^ 
iton lcucm ^ufpicioncm cuftodibus incucit,quorum im- 
prddctitiamif^rabtie l:acnftl^'[>cncadmiflumc(l, ac Ci^ 
ifium (^ru&trix pro hoftehabica prbp^ i ciuibus inte^ 
fcmptardeinde fuamec fevocc prodens incrcdibili oitii 
niumapplaufuportis recipitur , acquc cxeditiorccumu*^ 
lo, tanquamiiluggefto, rufpcnfa,& (ollicita concione 
firic vllocorporifjaut anim^dccrimcnto voti compoccm 
fcfa^lam clfc memorans capuc immanifrimi hoftis tc^ 
penci ianguinc adhuc rorans propooic ob oculps ; cju^dq^ 
adeorcliquunt (icid Affyrios opprimcndo^, cgregid dd-^ 
offt. Mirari vrtiucrfi , »c lccicia cjculcare , Ozias prx og> 
tcns incredibilcm ludith^ vtriutem plcno orc cdebrarc^ 
cumq; iam inftarctdiei ,>caput hofti5,qu6 barbaris apcr^ 
tiuspatcreCyiTiocnibusaffignmpcrac, &c cofiij.'(cjuarMm 
Ducum catalogum'in Focmafc viderciiccc)qL;im ma» 
xiimo potcft (jldatioy ex oppido edii^tis , ybi primuoi clr' 
J E e angu- 
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anguftijs fpatium cft naftus, acicm inftruit , difpofitisq; 
abdcxtcra , &riniftracquicibus, pcditaigi mediumlo- 
cum tnbuit, qua rationc conftitutis oidinibus, vtad 
omncm cutntum firmiorcsfbrent > luculcDuq> oraiione 
acccnfis, conlidcntisfimc m hoftcs properat. Pnmos 
cjuosq;,quibus vigilix duccnda? fucrant , (omno oppccf- 
los trucidat . Vt propius acccflit , ligno per tubicincs ad 
terroicm impafatU infcrcndum dato,c>f(rg maximo 
impciuinuadit, porqfque pct audacUlimu«n ciU.cmquc 
cclcrircroccupatis, in mcdium valliMn irrumpit,. fcai- 
pcrgcfawli Pcrfx, proutcranc inccmcs? cjuantum pr«- 
uiiis lopor, $c prxfemi* maU ticieip^ticbacur , improui - 
fam aducrfanorum aggrclTioncra; faftinctc coMt*Jttnc . 
E quibus Vsbo (^mulaiionc potcnti* infcafus Holppher- 
m pluribusadueisasjcttndcmcxoncfatis cQotumQl»arum 
tormcntis , Hebtxos-^liioqi conui<;ijs protcmdit, dumqi 
•inhosirruic, pulIoinfliiioyuhKtCjBcdiimrc mcroQtft* 
bjlipcrpccrata,tranfiicrberatur, Eiusarma, fpoliaque 
ia primi5 inftgnia pro viaori»: pmio< b^ftis infixa in^ 
ntfhxi fpecicmcrigunturi iuxtaplurimi hoftiuro frrra 
conficiuntur. Ingraucfccntciamcsdcad Imjpcratorcm 
excitanduro confugitur \ cQqi.mi<i4roe rcfppadcntc, mt- 
raius filcntium Baguas in tcniorium irrumpit, at<ji He* 
rum, qucm volupiatc fcftum arbitcabatur , ohtruncatum 
itpcricns , Hcbrxanufquam^rumpcntejfacUtconicau' 
ra confcquitui; aagiiijculpampcoqs ilUnvcae . Qoido* 
k>r p vluUtttfq, Ipadonjs focrit > haudhcikdiavi cft, 
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} Calamicacem proximi cognouere : ille cqui cafu oblatt 
periiicitateaciiutus(aluti conCuiuitv (iquidcm inmen* 
tem vcnitmonttum fcin (omnin abDfyridc ^tgyptio- 
rum Idolo , vt indc pcdem rcuocarct, quo nimirum ad 
Ochic^dem in vkionem violatieiufdcm numinis lerua» 
retur. Peruulgata te, Fama^^ tanti facinorisin omneni 
ftationcm dclata> fpc^aato praterca capite,qu6d c muri$ 
oppidi pcndcre lubcbatur > f^^acali (ocordia > &: mctu dt* 
cumuenti Peria: arma abijcere, iiaud caOris fc contincre » 
tergaturpitcr vcrtcre^ 'Oziasncmincrcfiftenrc immiflb 
equicatu palanrcs perfeqiii , &litim Ciuium cblidione 
coHc-dam hoihiilanguiacextinguere.Nobiliflimi quiq,- 
hoflium cum infimis iacenr, morientium cafus varij,gei> 
f nerac^diumdiuerisu Intercoctcros Amazonum Re^i- 
I na, Ccdraftufq;Arabs,dumimportuna coDtentionc hic 
I amacam dcfendere, ill^ amantem rcijccrc conantur,gla- 
dijsfcinimicrrum mifercconfodicndos tradunt. Inte- 
rea Ephrarmus , & lonathas ab Hicrofolymis cum auxi- 
liaribus copijs pDopius.acccdunt; Baguam inconfultius 
fugieotem £phrxnniU6r,qm prxceflerat,obuium habcs de 
tumu!tu,qui audicbatur,pcrcundatur.lilc vbi fe imclli- 
gic-in manus holtium incidiflc yfrctus pcritia fcimonis 
coUcAo aoimoHebr^um (e efle flmulac» dcquaii partam 
vidloriam Hierofolymitano Scnatuinuntiacurus, fpo- 
iia, quibuiindQcbatur, k (e decrada miiici Aflycio men* 
titur . Fraus£phr<rmumncquaquam fefcIh^Baguaoi ta» 
mca cnizius oiaiirem dinaidc incolumcm : Tumfapeiu 

Ee t ucnicn- 
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ucnicntc lonattia glotiieauidi,qu.T labi cimcbatione vt^ 
debatur ,.nequ^iatis^UMiiiicO) bomini fidcm Kabentcs» 
quam celerdm^i^d tcliquias iiailiumtklendas contenr 
dunt V Prijn-fcui ^ireg^ft-jtxcfcitu occurric adplefccnsiiOr 
niino LHuilmiHpU^omi ia.pi:icuu& cbarus-) irlatcrnuiti 
illi gonus i i»4wyi^ii regibus , quanquam c (lupro j parer 
in exercitu militaljac , quix>cculta vi pcnc praelcius fijtu^ 
rorum., .vtiiT\i»ineiuc5f«rmcca(usNatora prcercntit, fi- 
)ium fuarorimnisyjghatdin tiknilciinutndocuerar. Poft-^ 
quamimmcniar ftragis turbinc >ip(e quoquc fenior ab* 
fumpcuselt, pucr , quem ille paulb antc in (c rccepto 
yulnerereruaratiucolumcm, c vafta cxanimorum corr 
porum fylua fublatum hmnero patris cadauer in proxi^ 
moslucos mcmorabili pietateliumandumfcrcbat,cuna 
jidu^nuie lonatham intelligit , fupram^qioper^ dilrdlo 
corpori pra^ftandx fpc deie6lus , (agittaq; fortuitainrer-*- 
ccptus cft. Calum intucri potuUvnon prohiberc Dux Hc^- 
brarus, audicaq; ex orc pucri brcuiter re , cum in extre-^ 
mo fcre fpiritu coftidaretur , collaudauq^ charitate bu'- 
mo vtrumqiinandariiuflit. Hormusuem, tuni manes 
ab Inferis cuocaturusin ipeluncam fccotuliflTet , vt lcnfic 
^dcfte hoftes > erumperc conatus, interclufuscft,ncc fmc 
monftris>acportentisdemum confoftbs confentaneura 
vitac ejcitum muenit . Sub ha?c lonathas Oziam aftccutuj 
CQniunftis viribus, largaipfc quoq, palantiurai ftrag« 
i^turatur; ncdnon Torgura eqoitum magiftpum, qui 
AiTyrios vnus dilabentes retmcrc conabatur, mcncc^ ii 
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quafi eerforc quodaiD panico fubito cOnfternrituiii in- 

Obiedia proponuntur . 

ATQ^?c imago ludirh.r noftr^ Iibrorum cft , in-* 
qua quj^cunqufe a3 animami ftwinamq; Pcema- 
tis ferc R^tiy^cuc , cym diluci4e , tum la^is breuitcr col- 
leda funt*. Ciua: vcrb itKjiucufqj/ inter diflcrendum^ 
obiedacompcri (quunftw ntinir ctemiim pro luditha 
dicendumell ) vel materiem refpiciunt, vel forroam . 
Qax formam, ad hac capita reuocantur . t'^ i 

' Cum a^tioprihpici-looooccurrat Epico Pocta^^ totidi^ 
randa , obijciuntmc fecifle contra leges , quod facinus 
dolofum , nequcboni moris dccantandum fuiceptrim . 

Tum ad perfonam de(cciidunc » negantqj foeminacn 
fite pro Hcroc conftitutahi cfle . 

Tranfcunt deindcad rclationem quam aftio, perfo-» 
naqiliuiulmodi ad PocdmhabQredebcant, ncq; c rtj 
atqueex hiftoria in primis f^ra conftari Pocma^ 
poflcconcedunt . 

Mox in Epifodia mouentur, damnantque incremea- 
ta, dccrcmenta, &: mutationes . in quam iententiam^ 
cum plaraobieccrint, omnia tiibug quxftionibus ab- 
foluemus. 

Inmaterianon linguam , non ftylum prxtereunt. 
Aductius qua^omnes obiedioncs quandoquidcm mihi 

deicn- 
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dc&nnofurcipicndacQjatc]^ iniuria mco aboperc pro- 
pulfanda, vana , & futiiia dimittcre egrcgium ccnfai, 
cum mihi animusfupra omncm contomcliam namra-» 
Cit y dc miriiicc tum mc laudari-ciiAimem » cum ab ira- 
probis condcmnor . 

Prima obiedio refellitur ; oper is 
ludithae honeftas fcdulo 
expenditur. 

PEtunt primo loco accufauooibus capuc rcrum ; Iu« 
dkhx facinus vcrc 6icinus vidcri poflc; rcm doli , 
mendacijq; plenam^ ncqi abcfTefoeminam a flagitio, 
qusflagitij pcriculo (e-ocpofuerit, peccandiq; aniaai 
Holophcrni pr^buerit, & fcccantem mori cocgcrit . 
NamcumTragcjedia,&ComcEdia, quid fugiendum 
fit tum m rc politica , tura in oeconomica , & familiari 
proponant fedulo, EfXJpociamq, ad vtruroq; vfum ira,r 
derc oporteat , quod imuemur , opus in Epico Pocmaic 
neq-, probimoris,ncq;bonicxempIi ob oculos ponere 
npn modo prudcntcr parum , verumctiam aducriiis ar- 
temfecine, quicunq; tecerit, iudicaoduseft . Quarftio 
h^cad moralcm Philofophumiad Theologura pluri- 
miim pertinct . Egovtriq; facultati innixus obijcico- 
tibus , quoad poicro , f ati(iaciam . 

Opus boni moris ad PoetamEpicum pcrtinerc cum 

iudi- 
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iudicaarj vfcjueadco raccLiinoppiJ6 fcmiunr , vtqui (c- 
cusfcccrunt^auc feareruc,cofdem lubijcicndos elle Pla^ 
toaislegibus cenfeam» & de rcpublica cxtcrminandos. 
h 4nim talis cllc dcbct , 

Qiy>quid (ic pulchruin,quid turpc,cjuid vtilc,quici non, 
Pkniiis, acnieliuiCluylippo, aut Crantore dicat. 
quiqinon ad voloptaiemodo,fed ad vfura cjuoqiPocfim 
ittfticuac , nca; gloria qu^rat cxijsrebus, jn quibus non 
crubifccrc nchscft.ln quarafenrctiam quidcmfupcrio- 
rc quglhonc cum dc noUrisconfjlj|i.cgimu5, nonnulla 
accigimus. io hoc igiturcjuonian) cu adqctfarijsconue. 
nicmibi,nullus contcntionis fupcrc(Uocus../^t fi inlu- 
ditha: h£lo,cjuod eiufmodi fuifle cxiftmiabarajmca. mc 
fcfcihflc(^opinio., illud.profc(a6.grauitcr fercem , dole- 
remcj; vchemcntcr.cotqmcliam. mc pro laudc (juxfiuif- 
fe. Scd planc magnx me rccreant,&: rcficiunt audorita- 
tcsmam ludithx fitlum vidco in facris htrcris b.udaiif-- 
fimumi apud Patresceleberrimum, inomnium fcculo- 
rum,fcriptorum (]v monum^mis admirabilc . OmittQ, 
Hiftoriam. Biblicam ^ipiritu fandto di<aantcconflataratl 
vt potc fupr4 Dmaea\au£lorimem, at^ alram iudi- 
cij: at agatvir humanitu$;pct3nt Augullinum aducrf*rij 
Serm. i i 8. m apj>end. 6^»ConfuUnc Hicronymum acl 
Furiamj Coucqxant Zonaram j VidcantCaniiiumdcB. 
Yirginprac alios, piout aliplpcofu(ius.Mihiprorcnata 
(atjsfit Anibrosii Vniusc 3. dc ofF.lib.in lijduhi Elo- 
gium aiFcrre , quo nihilluculcatius, nihihiluilrius cx* 

ure 
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tarcpoflcconftantcr puco. [Eccccibi ( inquic) luJith (c 
oifercmirabilis, qux formidacum populis viruni Holo- 
phcrnem adijt Aflyriorum triumphali fcptum caterua y 
Quem primo formr gratia , & vulcus dccorc perculit, 
dcindcfcrmoniscircumfcripfit clcgatia. Prrmus trium- 
^huscius fuit i qnoi imegrum pudorem dc tabcrnacu- 
o hollis reuexic . Sccundus , quod fcemina dc viro rc- 
portauit vi(5i:oriam , fugauic populos conlilio fuo , hor-* « 
rucrunc Perf^ audaciam eius . Vcique (quod in duobus 
iilisPychagoricis mirantur ) non cxpauic mortis peri-J 
culum , fed 5c pudoris, quod cfl grauius bonis focminis 
non vniu^idum carnihcis^fedncccocius^xercicustela 
crepidauit.' Scecitintercuneosbellatorum faBmina,iii^ 
cer viclricia armaiecura morcisv Quantum ad molcini 
{pedtac periculi) moricura proceihty qtiantumad fjdem 
dimicatura.Honeflatem igitur fccuta ell Iudfch5& dum 
eam fcquitur , vtilicacem, muenic;honellatis-4mm fuic 
prohiberenepopulusDei feprofanis dedcrcr, ue ritus 
parrios facramenca prodcreii nc factas Virgines, vi-. 
duas graues, pudicas macronas iubi|aerc&impurifati,ne 
obfidionem dwAuione. iolaeitet .Honcftraiiy iiiic malle 
praomnibus pe.riclicarif\,n^£, ocpnes CKtmtrrat aipericulo^ 
Quanta honeftatis audorirak, vrcoiilium de ftmmis rc* 
bos fibiioemina vendicarct,nec principibuspopuli com- 
micccrcc, Quanca hobcflatis audcricas^vc Ueum adiu^ 
toreih pr^fumercc!, quanca gratia:,vi imieoirec.] Hfcil- 
lc.Accum Ainbco(]uscantusvir , tam lapicns, tamian- 

dus 



V [ N D I C A T A. 225 

dlus adco ludithf^ fa6lum ex fine propofito, cx operc lau» 
dat, vt mcam fufcepifTe defenfionem vidcatur , quid mi- 
hi nullius au^oritatis hommi agendum (it, neutiquanx^ 
vidco . Quoniam tamcn fortaire aliqaid aducrfarij fibi 
cxpctendum fupercfle exirtiraant, ad linguladcfccndcrc 
nonrccufabo . 

Dolum, mcndaciumq; in co ponunt ( illud primunru» 
obicdlionis caput etat ) quod fc ludicha fimulaucrit c Ci- 
uitate fugam arripuilTc,arq5 adexcrcitum veniilc,vt 
Ciuium arcaoapatcfaceret,modumq; Holophcrni po- 
tiundi oppido commonllraret ; neq; mfcia , ctcnim la- 
biaad bllcndum dolofai rcrum Dominopofculaucrat; 
quod Ifraclitasgrauiflimcdeliquirte, ac proptcrca iufto 
Dci iudicio perdendos mcntita fiicrit ; quod Holopher- 
ncm pcr mediam (e Hierofolymam deduduram promi- 
fcrit ; quod fe a Deo idcirco milTam, vc ca nuntiarccj 
affirmaucrit, quod Holopherni qugcunq; placuiflcnc, 
fe fafturam fpoponderit ; quod deniq, vniucrfa adionis 
visin fraudcconfiftat. 

Vt refpondeam , duo dc mentc(an£lorum Patrum^ 
videnturin primisftatuenda , alterum non omnia,quac 
vcra nequaquam funt , continuo mendacia , & dolos 
cffe iudicanda; altcrum liccre aliquando nobisfinccri- 
mine occultare vcritatcm vcllc, mcntiri ncutiquam-f 
vcUc . Ad primum apologi,&: parabola: rcferuntur,qua- 
rum adeb ramiliaris, & frcqucns apud Syros, Hcbrxos- 
quc vfurpatio fuit , vt vcl iple Dci filius, qui adeo bonus 
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cft, vt habitibus,&: moribus hominu obfecundarc no*dc- 
dignecur,6c vniiquemq; in eius voluptatc capiat , ijfclcm 
vfusad informandam Ecclefiam fuamf^piirimcfucrit. 
Rescitracontrouerfiamomninocft iquod fi negotiura 
feccffat alicui , c^teris omiflis vnum conueniat Augufti- 
num, in co, quem-dcmcndaciohbellum compo/uit.At 
ncipfi quidem lurifpcritifimulationem intcrdumcarerc 
poflcculpa difhtenturina m 1. i.§.Labeo fF.de dolomalo 
(ic habetur . Poteft finc dolo malo ahud agi,ahud fimu- 
Jari, ficuti faciutjCjuipereiufmodi difllmulationem dc* 
feruiunt, & tuentur fua,vclahena. Quod fi h^c inter vi- 
tia locum habct^profefto omncs Poctg^Prophet^qi danv- 
nandifunt. Profecundo auftoritatcm D. Tiioma: z.z. 
q. iio. ar. y.firmam habemus: Immoverb vniucrfa 
Theologorum fchola confentit pr^cepta affirmatiua nc- 
que fcmpcr, nccj-, vbiq^ neceflitatem obftruationis inge* 
rcrc. ItaC]; pr^ceptum de fimplici , apcrtaq-, loquendi 
formula , cum fitaffirmatiuum , ahquam cxceptionem 
admittere necefle eft,neq;cos,quibus iusaliquod a Deo 
indultum fit,in primis obftringere . Duobus autem mo- 
disocculerc pofliimus vcritatcm fine mcndacij nota, aU 
ccrcft^cumparsorationisanobis proditur, pars animo 
rctinetur ; alter cum totam quidem rcm narramus ^fcd 
ijsverbis, qua? plurcs interprctationum formas pollunt 
fufcipere, &ad varios fenfus traduci . Plura in hanc fcn- 
tentiam vidcrc cftapud Michaelem Salonium inco, de 
Juftitiaquemfcriplit, libro. Pluraapud Gregoriamdc 
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Valcntiain 1. i.difpu. j.q. i^.deTheo. Adh^ccapita 
pcrtincnt varia diccndi genera, varij modi, quibus aliud 
vocccxprimitur,ahudanimo conccptumcft, myftici, 
prophetici ,amphiboIogici ,allegcrici, ironici, formr 

orationisvtpIurimumtropic?,aut?cjuiuoc^aDialedici$ 
appellat^, iuxta quas plura in (acris htteris vlurparicom- 
pcrimus . D.quidcm Auguftinus libro fupia citato con- 
tra mcndacium (umma contentione perfuadcrc (atagit 
lacobi fadum, ciim £fau(ccflc fimulauit, non fuine^ 
nicndacium , fed aiyfterium . Allcntitur D. Thoma» 
2. 1. quxft. I i i.ar. 1. h£lioncs illas,.qu^ fignificanc^ 
ahquid , non cflc mendacia . Chtiftus quoq^ fuprcma-j 
veritas apud Lucam , ciim dilcipulisEmmauntcm con* 
tendcntibus comiccm fe adiunxiflet, fiDxic Cc longiusire, 
nullam tamen doli culpam ( nc6s)fubrjt; iilud cnim fi- 
mulauit exterius, quod inanimis dilcipulorum ficri in- 
tcriiis volcbatmnuere;quippc qui quclibet potiiis quam 
D.Ielum , adedecogitabant . Quomodoad hancformu- 
lam , atqueadeoad fuam mcntem ludithaquoq^ locuta 
fuerit, deinceps fingillatim brcuiter apericmus. 

Primo loco cum a popularibus fuis fugiffc fc inquit , 
Glofia, Rabanus Maurus, Hugo Cardinalis pr^figura- 
tum cfFugium Chrifti inorum , cuiusmentio cft m mo- 
numcntis D. Epiphanij , in Vrbem Pellam ab Hicrofoly. 
ma , priufquam a Tito C^fare dirucrctur , myfticc (cn- 
tiuntiuifi fortc & Machab^orum fuga in dcfertum.Ahj 
fugi, hoccft , fcftinaui, aucnoau vcni fugicntis inftari 
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uam ita acccflit, vt Aflyrij occultc acccirifle putaro 
poflent. 

Qupd fuorum rcs arcanasaperirc hofti {poponderi^ 
ad lamem illud refereodum , cjuod re pra:flitit. Confum- 
pturosaute Ciues cx dccretolacra Vala,qu6 faluti publi* 
cq xti tantacibariorum inopiacon(ulerent> ea eftamplifi^ 
catio , qu indicat non efFcdlum , fcd caufam.* tanquam 
in ea necelsiratc pofitisincolis , vt ea dccernere oportCT 
ict, nifi celeritcr fubucniretur . Contingere ctiam potuit, 
Vtaliqua hacderccon(ulutio, aut faltcm fermo habir 
cus fueric . 

Quoaditu poflecHolophernes obtinere Bethulienfes,. 
fe oftenfuram difleruit . ironicc didum, Idodendit por- 
ro Iuditha,cumcaput ipfius amputatum in oppidum^ 
tuhc • obtinuit Holophernes , cum in (umma parte Ciui* 
tisfupraomnesipfiuscaput pofitum eft. Nccjivirvnus 
ex Affyrioexercitu cecidit, intramocnium fcihcct am- 
bitum, vcl alia rationc quapiam admentem loqucn- 
tis. Permcdiam quoq; Hierofolymam verc deduxic, 
feu criumphali pompa capuceius affcrendo, feu rci fa- 
ma, & viri nomine ad gloriam vidoris in p^anibus dc- 
cancaco . 

Hebrxos grauifsimcdeliquifle ,diucrfisillud plerifq; 
temponbus v(u venic. in depra:dationem dandos, non^ 
ca camcn tempeftate, fed vel fub Grxcis , vcl iub Ro-^ 
manis. 

A Deo fc mi(ram,nihil veriusj vt ca nuntiaret •> ni- 
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roirum famem . c^tcra , ad qux mifla fucrat , proderc^ 
non tenebatur . 
Iusiuraadum,quod vfurpauit,Lyranus fuifle negat iuf- 
Niurandum,neq;cnimper Deum iurauit,fpd pcr animam 
Ducis,& Regis. Lonchius Adamarius fimulationcm iu^ 
ramcntiappellat CarthuUanus iutafle vere, &:exani- 
mofentit, fi quidcm iuramentum in principum animam 
pronuntiatum , cum d Deo eiulmodi excellentiam acci- 
piant , & proximi audtoritate fint , in Deum ipium rc- 
&rri vidctur.. Uludautcm Iudittia,yel adea, qu^* veradi- 
xit,, vcl ad cognitum (ibi fcnfum direxit . 

Non quicquid Holopherni placuiflct fe faduram ref- 
podit,fcd quicquid Domino. Amphibologicum hoc Ba- 
guas rctulit ad Holophernem , luditfaa ad Deum . Pra:- 
terea cum muliercm Baguasinuitauitad epulas, turpitu- 
dinis poftulationem tacitc fubintellcxit i illa ad apertam 
partcm rcfponfum dedit , adreliquam nequaquam dc- 
dit, vclccftc condittonem quampiam animo condidit, 
qua honeflatem tuerctur . Eadem rationcii qua prxte- 
rea(untin vcrbis Heroidis noflra?, qug ncgotmm facef- 
fere vidcantur, ad fanam interprctationcm rcdigi dcbct . 

Quod vero cxprobrant vchementrr dc ludith^ con- 
fcicntia ,quxdataopera fallcrc Holphcrnem voluerica 
labiaq; dolofa idcirco a Domino pallulauerit , tanquam 
cxcufationem non accipiat,fuperiufqi allatas interprcta- 
tiones vltrb rcfcllat,id vcro nullam nobiscura importat. 
Noui ego Pfalmillam deteftan labia dolofa , noui vltio- 

nem 
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netn Numinis; fed ludith^non illa mensfuit; caofam > 
«on cfFcdum fortafse voluit , labiaq*, optauic , qug ob 
pukhritudinis elegantiam, fuauitatemq; fcrmonis eo- 
rum fimilitadmem gererent , qux vulgo fallereconfue- 
uerunt, autcerte cffw-dum quoqv (ed raiione planc diuc-r- 
fajnam fallerc Holophernem neutiquam voluic, falli 
quidcmipfum ,aut potiuscapi, obledariq; ad cum fi- 
nem , quem rcferemus inferius,Iaudabiliter appetiuit 

C^teriim fi intcrfuic vlla fraus , quod minimc concc- 
dcndum puto,ea ludithxncutiquam vitiodanda,quippe 
quxhoftis.iuftoin belloinlidi^iuftx. Dolus, an Vir- 
tus,quism hoftercquirat ? Vulgatum . His philofophus 
afTentitur , Theologus non rcclamat . Ita loiue ad oppi- 
dum Hai infidijsclt vfus. ftat pro nobis D. Thomas 2.2. 
q.40. art.3. NccPhiloludarus i.de Cherubin libro val-? 
dc didcntit, inquit enim. Quotics fapicns mcndacio 
fallit hoftem propter falutem luxpatrije, inofficiofatn- 
rem facitofhciose.Huc ctiam facere vidctur , quod Orc» 
ftcs apud Sophocbm in Elcftraprofitetur, cum de ini- 
micismendacio circumucniendis verbafacit. 

Nullum puto vcrbum malum, quod lucrum habcr. 
i AddcHomnea Dcoius luditha obiinuerac in Holo- 
phernem,quemadmodum Moyfes in Pharaoncm.Cofti* 
tui te Dcum Pharaonis ; quemadmodum Hieremias ia^ 
re^cs , &: rcgna . Ecce coiUUcui te hodie luper gentcs j 
fuper regna,vccucllas,&dcrtruas,&dilhpcs, & ^dih- 
ccs, fic plantcs . haque ludithx imegrum fuit cum 
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ho(lcagcre,quibusartibus Iibuinct,atqueampliflimum, 
gioriolilllmumqifacinus ad fiium arbitratum abfoluerc. 

Erat fccunda obiedlionis pars pcccandi fe periculo cx- 
hibuiffe ludirham nolhaj in Ca(ira Inlideijum formofif- 
fimamfaeminamcTtatcflorcntem,quari ad profliitucn- 
dam pudicitiam fc contulifle : Qux cnim apud barbaros 
houeftatiseftcura ?Qu^apud impios peccandi. nonefl: 
liccntia , 6c iibido i Qui araat periculum , peribit in illo . 
Vrgcnt fanc ifta i VeriimL ex hoc quocj; fcopuJo , Dco 
dantcceleritcr clabcmur . Sunt , qui afhrment iuftisra- 
tionibus fuilTe permotam , quarc crimcn vitarc fe poflL* 
arbitraretur j ca potiflima, vt Holophcrncm ad iuftas nu-* 
ptiasfecumcelel^randas alliccret. Nosinhuiufmodi fen- 
tcntiampaceauaorum nomcnnoflrum minime fcribi- 
mus, nulla cnimin facra hiiloiia dc nuptijs mcntio,. 
nullum argumencum cxcat i nequc vidctur cxiftiman^r 
dum quidpiam fibi gercndumDeoinfpirante propofuif 
k diuerfum abeo,qaod gefliciquoJ tiracn popularibus 
fuis iciicendum cenfuit, ne jnfcdum ridcrcnc , fadum 
maxime Riirarcnturi fcque placandihoftis caula pro- 
fcdam , vt opinari poflent, permilit . Placet diuino af- 
flatam,confirmatamquc fpiriru, ac vcriufque Vi£bori;c 
propcmodum ccrtim, vt vit?,ita pudons pcriculum 
ncglexiflcyciim vtilitatcm publicam , cum lcgumtute- 
Jam 5 cum Dei honorem , maiora , potioraq, boua , fibi 
pro finc fanaiflime ob oculos collocaflec . Neq; ab 
huiufmodidehbefationclongiiisabcft cxcmplum Vir-» 
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ginigAntiochenx a D. Ambrofio i. dc Virginibuslibro 
relatum. Difcepcabac intra fc Virgo illa memorabilis 
fortiffimo animo pr^dica , quid agcndum, ciim autDijs 
facrificiumfaccre, autin lupanar diici debereti refpuit 
facrificium , lupanar amplexa efl j an peccauit ? ncqua- 
quim. Non pudoris ( inquit Ambrodus) dcgit iniu- 
riam , fed Chrifti recufauit . Hoc ipfo luditha quoquc 
non excelfi modo , uirilis , Heroiciq; animi , vcrum ctii 
rcligicfinimi fuifle probatur , quodin fuperius bonum 
intcnta defpcxit infcrius . 

Tcrtiumcapucaffine huic. Anfam (inquiunt) pec- 
candi Holo pherni prqbuic; nam fiiper innatam pulcnri- 
tudinem formam artc, vcrba ad irrcticndum homincm 
blanda quxfiuit , rum colUpfi , captiq; aduersiischacita- 
tcm &: corpus , & animam iugulauit . Acucc arguunt • 
Ac luditha non pcccauit. Otnacus, culcusq; corporis de 
k ipfo non ingeric culpam . Nacuram imitari ars poccft 
finepeccacD. Ica fentiunc D. Thomas 2.1. qucftione 
] (»4. arc. 1. Caecanus,ac Theologi,& Caooniftc omnes, 
fiquidcm occafiones huiufmodi rcraot^ in fchola appcl- 
lat^ , fi abs^; prauicace animi finc , noxam minimc indu- 
cunc. Eloquenciam ftudio comparacam fi quis dicat 
vicium cfle , vicium is crit . Noluit pcr ifth^c luditha 
Holophcrncm dclinquere ; voluitacceflum ad cius gra- 
ciam canrifper fibi parare , quoad voti compos ipfiuscf- 
dc ficri pollec . Si caufam co(idcremus,fuixornatuscum 
virtucc , iurtitiam , fortitudincm , rcligioncm , pictatcm 
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prxfcfcrcns . Ambrofiusidcm l^pius allatus i.de Virgi- 
nibushbro luculencer addipulacur . ludichfc^ viaduU 
tcro placcret ,.ornauit ,(]uain camcn, quia Iioc religionis 
amore faciebac, non libidinis, ncmo adultcram iudica- 
uit.Vnoverbo,cxdiuinadirpcnfacione,in(piratione,ac^; 
adco iuflionc id fecic, cancum^ abeil peccaflc luditha>vc 
Deus ipfe a peccati labc longc alicniilimus eius au(^or, 
adiutor, minifl:erornand.t fjcric Ic^ eiiim habetur ia 
textu.Contulit etiam ei Dominus fplendorcm. Haud fc- 
cuscx audoritatc imperantis licuit 0(c^ filia forniratio- 
num,acPctrooifenium, indicatumq; cft. Quod Dcui 
mundauic, commune nc dixcris* namqu^dc lurcpofi* 
tiuo peccata {unc,fi diipenfacio legislacorisadfici non 
funt peccaca racio enim peccati lex , qu^ a iubentc vir- 
tutcm haber. Quod (i peccauit Holophcrnes,fi ebrius,(i 
lafciuicns interfcdus cil:, ipfi imputetur, qui optiniLj 
inftrumcnta ad peflimum finem rctorlit , cumfecusfar 
cereineiuspoteftateforcc. Cartcrum qui audlorc Dco 
bclla fufcipiunc, pcr(onamuc public^ poceftacis gcrunc, 
cum vcl ipfa morce in (celcracos animaducrcunc , vcun- 
tur iure fuo. Non decft auftoricas D. Auguftini in mo- 
numentisdcciuitate Dei^ncqi Dodoris Angeiicii.z. 
quxft.40. ar. i.Plura ad facii huiufcc honeftacem vindi- 
candam Nicolaus Serarius recenfuic in Commencario 
fupcrlibrum ludith. Nos opportuniora exipfius arma- 
mcntario in noftrani arcnam tranftuhmus . 
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Confiitatur fccunda obiedio; luditha , 
quamquam focmina, pro Heroe 
apte conftituta defenditur . 

EPicam perfonam ( Ac ca loquor , c\uq principcin 
locumin Pocmatc obtinec) Hcrocm appcUant « 
cuiuscxcellcDii? paremeflc faminam ncgant, quano 
fummos Philofophorum, Platoncm,atq^ Ariftotelcm ab 
Hcroica virtutc rcicciflc (atis conftat . Virum illum cflc 
dcbcrc , ac fupra viruin,qui humanx propc Natur^ vircs 
cxccdat , & Deo fit proximus . Sic Homerum, Ck Vir- 
gihum cxcplo docuiflc. Ad hxc primum refponfionis ca* 

[)uteft,in Platonis mcnumectis mc nufquarcpcrifle col-^ 
ata huiufmodi in foeminascontumcham.Si fcciis oftcn- 
dant aducrfarij, aut manus dabo,aut fententi^ rationem 
interprctari conabor.Inucnio quidcm in 5 . dc Rcp. hb. 
Mulieribus arqjac Viris rcsbclhcaseffe tribucndas in 7. 
de Lcg.Sarmaiarum foeminas vna ratione cum maribus 
arma traftare-.Lac^^nas Virgincs gymnicis artibus cxcr- 
ceri . Hocaddit ctiam vir fapicntifllraus documcntum. 
EtpucUae quidcm faharc , pugnareqj cum armis con- 
fue(cant , muhcrcs autc caftra mouere , ordines ftruerc, 
atq; arma fumcrc , &c difponcre, fi nulHus rci gratia, 
attamcn fi res cogat,vt ciim in militiam viri omncs pro- 
ficifcantur, poflint ipf^ intcrim,fi quid aducrfi accidciit, 
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Ciuitatcm dcfendcrej Vclfi tama hoftium multitudd 
agros inua(cric, vt Qcccile (ic miiliexesquoq, pro Ciuitacc 
afmacapcrc,quorumnihi! e^.i,€}uocl oon hcilecucnircJ 
polTic, Exhispacct , qu? Plaiomsrentencia fueric. Dc 
Ariltotelcduriorcftqu^ltiojquippcqui iMaconis ^mulus, 
atq; inrcbusomnibuscauillator, nifialiamob caufam, 
ac (ludio faltem contcntionis faminas ab armis, at^, 
adcoabomni adminjftrationc Rcipublice longc feclu- 
fic . Scd imbecillitatem nacurx confidcrans corporum 
ille rationcm habuir, Plato animorum . Vbi vero neccf- 
firas vrgeat, haud latis fcio,an (uam Aiiftoteles Ciuita- 
temdirui ab hoftibus malit,quanTa mulienbus com- 
muniri, defendiq; Quicquid (ic dc lcntcntijs tanrorum 
Philoibphorum, rationibus agendum, &rem interius 
explorandam exiftjmo . Igicur qu^ lltnotio eximij 
vocabuli , cuiq^conucniat tancum nomcn, vidcamus. 

Dc Hcroibus mulcipHccs fanc fabulas kipcrfiiciofa an- 
tiquitascommentacft . NomenaliquiabHeraderiuanc 
qux alijs eft terra , vt Martianus Capella tradic i alijs for- 
tuna, vcPyrrhus apud Ennium. 

Vos ne velic regnare Hera , quiduc fcrac fors , 
, Vircuccexperiamur. 
alijs Iuno,nempe acr vc ccftacurAuguftinus lib.de Ciuic. 
Deix.c. 2 I. Hocvidelicccmyftlcum fignificante fabula, 
quod acrlunoni deputatur, vbi voluntHcroascum D^- 
mQnibushabitare . £t hb.7. Inter Lun^ gyrum ,nimbo- 
rum> ac vcntorum cacumina acrias iuquiuntclTc ani* 
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mas , fcdcas animo,nonoculis videri,6c vocariHcroas 
Larcs, & Genios. NonnuUia diccndo, &facun- 
diadidos putant, quod ifti9 c(l dicerc. Qmdam ab 
amore virtutis ^ ^*^' prout Orphcus,qui virtu- 
^cm Heroum matrem appcUauit . Plato in Crat. t5 
•^am vocatos Hcroaslittcrismandauit , atq; ad amo- 
rcm vcl Deorum in mulieres , vcl Dearum in viros, a 
quibus procreati Heroescreditifunt , Ethymologiam.* 
vocabuli rcfert . Dc Heroum conditionc omnes con- 
fcntiunteos humanitatis limitcs exccflifle.de mododu-- 
plex opinio eft,altera Philofophorumjaltcra Poctarum . 
Pliilofophiex magnitudineablolutiflimx virtutis , ac 
rcrum geftarum , nonexnatura, Heroasconftituunt, 
quippc qui virtutisdudu cmne mortahtatisapicem in- 
fri reliqucrint . j£gidiusquidem Romanus m eo,quo 
fortafsc luculctius nullum de RcgUTiine Principum cx^* 
tat volumen, Virtutem Heroicam cflc inquit hominum 
diuinorum , propterea quod per cam quilpiam bonus 
vltra modum hommum coftituitur, &.eflc ahquid ho- 
norabilius virtute.magisqUupra virtutem,quam fit vir- 
tus.Cum Macrobio, ficcum Plotiroca appcllatcxem- 
plarem,cui,fi bonum, quod fui ell diffufiuum,c6flat cx 
intcgra caufa , nihil dceflie ncccflc eft . Hxc in primis 
dc mcntc Ariftotelis qui hb.lith.^.teftimonrum Home- 
riaffert de He(5lofe luculenium . Poctis Hcroc>,vt plu* 
rimiim fabulofi , Deorum , aut Dearum filij , proiit lu- 
pra memoratu m, mortalcs quidcm , fed qui poft mor- 
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temin Deorum numerum rcferancur, atq,ex audori- 
tatc Trifmegifti acris purillimam parrem incolant fupra 
nos, vbi nubibus nuliuseftlocus. Quod cum Augu- 
ftini teftimonio fupf rius allatocgregic cofeniir. Quam 
fabulam an eruerint e Sacra Gcnefi , cuius diccndi mok 
dum minimc percipiebant , dubium relmquitur, aic 
cnim facertextusingreffosefrefiliosDei , adfilias ho- 
minum, qua: cum genucrint,Gigantes ortos a fcculo vi- 
ros famolos ; quali Heroas planc dcfcribat . Lucian. in 
3.Mort.Dial.Herocmdefinit,qiii neq,homo cft, ncq; 
Deus , &: vcrumqjfimul . Placet Mazzonio viro dodif- 
Hmo in Defenlione Dantis Heroas Poctis cfTc, qui fola 
virtute bellica cxccUuerc prxfcroccs , profligandorunij 
exercituum,euercendarum Vrbium auidos,ad excidium 
pcrnicicmq; humani gcncris penituscomparatos, qua- 
km Horacius in Arte Achillemdcfcribit. ' ''^ 

Impigcr, iracundus, incxorabilisacer, 
lura neget fibi naca , nihil non arrogec armis . ^ 
Proptcrea vbi fatis coaceftcrunt, atq; in Dcorum natu-- 
ram tranficrunt, quos Udcndi , noccndiq; morcs , atqf 
inftindtus in humanis habucrc, cofdem nequaquain-i 
cxuercfabulantur, fedinter malcfica rcfcrri numina, 
quar vt loui bcncfica , ita Veioui , qui noxiorum Prin- 
ccps,caputq;cft,fubiciantur. Illos fuiftc potifsimum 
qui Argum naucm confccnderunt .atq; ad Vcllusaa- 
rcum Colchis auertendum profedi funt , ac dcindc qui 
bcllo Troiano intcrfucrunt . Clcomcdcm vcro Aftypa- 
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knicm,qui 7i,0lympiadcm,Rcgnum Darij Hyftafpis 
6hj,Tribunitiam Iloma? potertatem primo inftitutaat'» 
tigit fuo ^uo y ex oraculi rcfponfo vltimu Hcroum fuif- 
Ip Pau{anias rcfert.Quod tr;c quidc in cam fcntcntiam 
adducic, v^cxiftimem apud I cctas eorum icmporum 
ad Hcrocmconltitucndum virtutcm bcllicam facisnon 
fuilfc , (i;d dcliramcntum illud recjuiri, vt cx Dijs, aut 
Dcabusgeuiti taeriatinam ncq^ quiad llium militamut 
viq,ad CleonHdisc^tnpora iupcruixerunt , 5: dcinccps 
fucre, quiprifcorumUmam rerum bello gcftarum am- 
plitudioe iupcraruDC . l^orro primos poll Diluuium 
humanigqncrispropagatorcs Deorum appellationc re- 
ccptostuifTca rudtonbusprimum , dcindcab omnibus 
inualefccnte fuperllinone crcdendum eft. Quamobrcni 
cx Xcnophonce in i£quiuocis regiarum antiquilljmi 
principes famitiarumvacqi Vrbium conditores appella- 
ti Sacurni lunt,primogcniti ipforum loucs,ncpotes Her- 
culcs , propcerea qubd florentc a:tate pollercnt viribus , 
& bellis gcrcndis opcra darcnt \ quiq; cx his funt gcni- 
ti,HcrQcs.Saturnoium vcrb patres Cceli sut d!<£ti,vxores 
Rhear,Coclorum autem coniugcs Vcll^.Qut^' fatisapcrcc 
patentcxepicaphio Nini, qui Allyriorum regum Vccu- 
ililTimusmemoracur.Qupdquidcm liuiufmodi fercur. 

NUHI PATER. IVPITEK BELVS. AYVS SATVR.NVS BABYLONI- 
CV5 PROAVV!? CHVS SATVRNV5 /FTHIOPS . ABAVVS SA- 
TVRNVS /EGYPTIVS . ATA.VVS COHLVS PHOENIX OGYGE5. 
AB OGYGE AD MEVM AVVM SOL ORLHEM SVVM CIKCVNU.V- 
STRAVIT SEMEL AG TMC1E5 ET «NTIE^ . AB AVO AD 
PATREM SEXTIES BT QV INQV AGIES . A PATKE AD ME BIS 

ET SEXAGIES. Horum 
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Horum auccm CoelusOgygcs cft Ncc, Saturnus,yEgy- 
ptius Cham , Saturnas Aihiops Chus , Saturnus Baby- 
lonicus Ncmrod^ cpi omncs illuilrium famiharum, 
Vrbium , regnorum fundamcnta iecerunc latidiaic , 
Tamctfi cofdcm ncgcc Genebrardus aut Coelos,aut Sa- 
curnos, aucloucsabipforum popularibusappcllatos,fcd 
h^ccflcGr^ca nomina, &figmentafabulola: nationisaf 
{eric. Qiia lcntentia infirmari maximc allatum Nini 
Epitaphium videtur, quod forcafse d Grccis iplis longo 
poftccmporccommencumeft. Quocirca, cum ceflafte 
aiunc Hcroumgenus , (icopinor accipicndum , vteo- 
rum deljjirc fuccefsiones, & propagines inferre velinrt 
qui ab Dijs huiufmodi , hoc eft auc^oribus regno- 
ruai origincm ducere credcbantur, cjua ratione ccn- 
lcri poteil Cleomcdcm Aftypalcnlirm Heroum no- 
uifsimtim a Faufaniafuilfenumcraturh. Quodfi poc- 
nca facultas anguftis illorum Heroum ante Clcome* 
demtcrminisconcluderetur,nulla medius fidiusiam^ 
diii fpcrare pocmata potuilTcmus. Etfanc Latini,qoi 
vt piurimum abantiqais fabulis difcedcrc aufi non_» 
funt, in huiufmodi fuperftitionc jtuiflc videntur. Po- 
fteiiorcsvcro,quoniam ex multiplici virtute glorianrvj 
adepti funcad Hcrois phlofophici naturam prcpius ac- 
cedunt . Ex his in Homero, c^terisq) Vatibus prilci ^ui 
obf-^ruandum, cum aliquos, qui cxjmia probitatc,^tq) 
cxceilentia virtutis quadam prajditi func, Heroas ap- 
pcllanc , Philofophcrum fcqui fcntcntiam , cum pr^fc- 
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cadcmqi a Sandis Patribus tantoperc cclcbratur , vt for- 
tisilla mulicr, quam tanto ftudio Rcx fapicntillimus 
' inquircbat, luditha nodraomniiio fuiflc vidcatur. Idc 
illc Ambrofius, cuius adco m pr^ccdcnti capitc mcntio- 
ncm fecimus, tot, tantisq; prajconijs ludithz virtutcs , 
fortitudincmq; potinimum /audandas fufccpit, vt nibil 
addi poflit. nam prxtcr clogium,quod ibi attuhmus, h^c 
h.ibcntur in lib. de Viduis . [Scd nec forcitudo bon^ vi- 
du;Edcencc6(ucuit , h^c cnim vcraeft fortitudo,qu? na- 
tu.ra?vfum, fexus infirmicatem mencisdcuocionc cranf* 
gredicur ; qualis in illa fuic, cui nomcn ludjch , quse vi- 
ros obfidione fradlos , percullos mctu, rabidos famc fo- 
la potuit acolluuionc reuocarc, ab hoftedefendcre.] 
Non aliena funt Auguftini pr^conia fer. fupri citato 
2 2 8.inappend.<J<>. [ticuit mulieri exarmare iuucnes, 
& dcbellarc viaorcs^folhcicam defcndere Ciuitatcm,& 
barbaru fubuertcrc bellatorcmjlubfcribic Hieronymus 
ad Furiam.[ Vincic viros foemina, & caftitas truncat li- 
bidmem . ] nec Zonaras non ijfdcm vcftigijs infiftit . 
[Nobis vero ncquaquam pra^tcrcunda func , qur i 
mafcuh animi temma , feu Viragmc ludirh gefta^ 
funcqux Holophernem ipfum pcrdidit , vrbem vcro 
fuam,populumq; vniucrfum (eruauit ] longum , molc- 
ftumqjeflctomncspatrum panegyricosreccnfere. Nc- 
que in cafu noftro ad machinam cofugicndum cft , lu- 
dith^qj opus ad miraculum rcfcrcndum} nam qu^ natu- 
ra:viribusficriqucunt,prout docct D. Thomas 3.par. 
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cjiixll. 43. ar. 4. a miraculi conditionbus remota funt 
Porro , an viribus naturx fieri poflit , vt folws quifpiam 
inter cofertos hortium cuneos Principem aggrcdiatur,8c 
quandocj; de medio lollat, vadcseiTe polfunt prxter 
Sc^uolam, hominesc vilillimaplebe duo, qut Henricos 
tertium , quartumcji munitiflimos Gallorum reges nu- 
peirime interfecerunt . Quod fi obijciatur maresfuiflc, 
ac fuperius allatx rationes aflequuntur , vt idem foemi- 
niscommune fit; bam poftremis fub Henrico quartodc 
Rcgno bcllis memorix proditum efl: Centurionem (H- 
patii mihtibusallrenuaadolefccntulafcrrofuiffe tranf- 
uerberatum , qua?abeopudicitia:contumcliamfubfidc 
hofpitij pafsafuerat . Haud igitur miracuium ludithg 
opus, quod vires natuix non fupergrcditur , qunm- 
quam mirabilc. Carterum qiioddiuinaopeadiutarcm 
patraucrit, fatis noriint aduerfarij nihil fincipfa n mor* 
lalibus pofleficri, (lultiq; admodum elle condlij virtuti 
propri<e fuas viftorias,& partaimperia acccpra referrc^ 
SiCyrus intumefcat, &:fuam fibiarrDgctmagnitudinc, 
reclamat Deus pcr Ifaiam , (eq; illiomniain manusde-t 
diflc palam declarat . Si vendicare (uis armis audeat 
Alcxander Oricntis impcrium, eum lofephus mendacij 
conuincet , quippe qui Numen illi fempiternum fub 
imaginc Pontificisip(oexordio expeditionis apparuifle 
ac vi£loriam pollicitum fuifletcftacur: Qupcircicunv 
Dauidc feniiendumjNonincurribus, neqj in equis, fed 
innominc Domini fidendum eflc. Atqui , nc prifci 

^qni- 
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quidcm vaces in medijs IdololatriiC mcdacijs cducari ab 
huiufmodi veritaceabhorrucrunt, fuos quippc Heroas 
cum diuiniratisparticipes , tumope numinum innixos^ 
necline fortaflc machina, Homcrus prxfcrcim, rcm 
gercre con fi nxerunc . 

Neq, veroadeonoftris argumcnris officiunc obicda 
duo , qux fubindcfieri videnturi alccrum cciamsi mu- 
hebris texus dc fui nacura Heroicam virtuccm polfit in^- 
ducrc , non tamcn confentaneumrationi videri , vt Viri 
foemina locum gcrat , imperfe6liores>^; ad crcmplum^ 
virtucis perfedioribus cxhibeancur>a lcerum,quaraiquam 
Pocc? mulicres Hcroica vircucc pr^dicas induxerunc, 
non ijs camcn principem locum cnbuiiTe Nam cjuod 
adprimum atcincc, immo nihil ad oblcdtAtionem-clTd 
poceft admirabilius, cjuod cancopere quarri ab Ariftoceld 
memorauimus , quam fceminam fuper viros cxccllcntla 
ampliflimi facinoris eminere , nihil ad pcrmoucndos 
animoscomparatius, quam pucllam otijccrc, a qua 
viridefidiic, ingnaui?qiCOargui,atq; excmplum viriiis 
animi petere deb&artc : nam quocus quilq; cft , qui ^mu- 
lacionisftimulosnon incelligat? prxrcpramq,hbi a fq- 
niina laudem ludiru minimc profcquacur? In re ftimus 
cxploraciflima,quam nihilcft opu$ vcl excmplis, vcl 
auiSoricatibus compirobare. Quodadrccundumcapuc 
fpedacj (ircliquis adhuc poctis ex dcleclu rci.vlu.noa 
vcnic, vt primi Hcrois loco. foeminam cjonfljicuerinc 
nobis quidcm vcnic ; neq; ingcnia ^uuiti vidctur (uper* 
- li 1 ftitiofis 
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ftitiolisfinibuscocrccrc. Quam vero fapicnti^ parcns 
Hf rocTi fccic , nihil cft cur nos aut pudcat , aut pigcat 
accepiflc, Efto igitur Hcroisnoftraciufmodi Hcros , a 
quo viri Heroic^ Virtuiis inftitutum , & documcntum-j 
capcrc noo crubcfcant. 

Adhuc vcro fupcrcft,quod ncgotium faccflat aducr- 
farijs . obfcruat, inquiunt , Scruius in Virg. itnid.hb. 7. 
foeminas pra^liantibus eflc fatalcs , vt fcre cxctcitus , qua 
partcftant, illam profligari,acdcIcricontingat, tam- 
quam Dco indignante marium illas munia vlurparc; Cic 
Troianis PcnthcfiUam , Rutulis , Camillam , Antonio 
Clcopatramnoxiasfiiifrc. Qnocirca luditha Hcros vt 
Vt fic, at mali ominis fuis erit,at cligi ncutiquam dcbuit • 
luculcnter fane , (cd rci cxitus rctcilicobiedlum . Nunc 
aho tcndcndum eft , 

Tcrtia? obiedioni fatisfit ; ex Hiftoriai 
, eaqjfacra rite deriuari poema pof^ 

fe dcmonftratun 

QVacftioncm profedo arduam^ac fcrc incxtricabi- 
lcm deinccps nadi fumus, qu? iam cruditorum 
omnium dcfatigauit,ac propc cxhaufit ingcnia^ 
n^m Iudith^ facinus cxvirtutc fit, Hcrois mulicr rit^ 
perfonam induat ; at vidctur multis cx hiftoria , pr^cfcr- 
tim facra , conflari pocfis ncutiquam poffc,at^, hoc pcc- 

catum 
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catum fummum in ludiclia mihi obiiciunt . Nos vi ra- 
tionem aflcquamurcius rei,dcqua tantoperc dubitatur, 
tripliccm difputationeminftituendamccnfemus , pTour 
triplexobicdio efti ncq; enim cx liuiufce dubitationis 
anfradlibus cxpcdita cffc nobis'cuafio potcritjnifi paula- 
tim , & quasi pcr mcmbra progrcdiendo ad intimas par- 
tes penetremus , tcneamusq; , quid illud fic rc vera , ia_» 
quo difficultaspofitacft ; nam hic crror fortafsc pluri- 
moscomprchcndit, vtdifceptcnt, necquadc rc difcc- 
ptent , fatis cxploratum habcant , cx quo fit, vt nodum 
magis, ac magis imphcent explicando . Obijciunt , in- 
quam ludith ^ hcinus cfTc rem vcram,cflc Hiftori? ma-i 
datam , c(Te facris iittcris confignatam. Vidcbimus itaqj 
primoloco,an verum pcrfepofitum idooeum efle Poc-. 
(cos argumcntum valcat ; dcindc an vcrum hiftorias c6- 
tniftum -y tcrtiQ aa vcrum facro&nftis. Bibliorum tradi- 
tum monumcntis . Qua quidirm in rc cum Ariftotclis 
prarceptis aducrfarij innitantur vt plurimum , nos rcli- 
quis omillis argamentis , qu^cumq; fiue ab ipfius intcr- 
prctibus,(iucabalijs,qui magnacum altercatione hac 
qu^ftioncm cxcrcucrunc , in acicm dcdufta fgnc, in vno 
Ariftotclc confiftcmus, ipforum^ Ariftotclcm noftro. 
Ariftotclcconfutarcconabimur, &veritatcm potiusif|«^ 
ucftigabimus , quam patronos quxrcmus 

Ncgant itaqi vcrumquoquo modoacceptum in Poc- 
fim tranfire pofle , Anftocelcmq} aflcnorcm pracfcruntj 
^ui in ftcundo l^octiccs capitc vcrbis planiflimis afl^cuc^ 

rat| 
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ratjnon rcs,qu:efada' funtjfcd c\iix ficripotuerint,a Poc- 
taeilcfcribenclas. Poctam, qui circa vniuerfalia vcr- 
(atuFad Phjlofophum propiusaccedere,Hiftorico relin- 
quere fingularia , proptcreaq; magis ci\e rerum 9 quam 
carminum opificcm , atq; cfiedtorem. H^c ratio^atq; 
auftoritas fummi Philoiophi tanti fuit, vt pleroscij , & 
quidem maj^nar eruditionis virosin eam opinionemad- 
• duxcrit,vt qu6 longiusabcirenta vcro,falfum ipfumj 
fubieftum Poefco5 cflc aptum ,iuftumq; mordicus de- 
fendere.nondiititaucrint, vtq; fcyllam vitarenc, impe? 
gerint incharybdjm. Si hoceil , verumqj in pocfi vllo 
modonon habet locum , profligati (umus. 

Vt quam minimo negotio fieri pofFit , ex huiufmodi 
lcopulis clabamur, ipfam Poelos ab Ariilotcle traditam 
definitionem primo affcramus, dcinde Epici ctiam Poe^ 
matiscoUigamus . Omnem Pochm illc imitationcm^j 
e(re affirmat, qu? vel diuerfas res, vel diucrfis inflrumen- 
tis, veidiuerfa rationcad fimilem veri quidpiam refe^ 
rat. Quoc;irca Epopociam quoq; fub imiiationis generc 
comprehcndi neccireefl;adtioncmqihumanaexiraianv,? 
admirabilem , ac iuflac magnicudinis, qu^ in profpeno-i 
rem fortunam vergat, ad rationem vcriiimilis narrando 
cxhiberc.Ex hifcc philofophi dcfinitionibus , & progrofV 
fu formonis fatis liquido colligi potell vcru ad aliquam 
Pocfeos partcm pertinere j pertinet enjm ad Dichyram- 
l)ii(;am, in qua vcras Deorum fecundura Ethnicos, He- 
loumqjlaudcs Poeta tibi;s imitatur,quosfibi qucq; pro 

arbi- 
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arbitrionouos fingercnefascft. Vetum igitur a Pocfi 
omnino noo exulac. Qu^firatioin Dithyrambica lo- 
cum habet, quamobrem in Tragoedia E popoeiaq;,' qua- 
rum materiesfcrecomniunis , funt quippcomnes mc- 
liorum imitationes, habercnon debcat, in mcntem non 
venit , ncq; cnim hcct nouos Deos, nouos reges , nouos 
cafus,magnos pr^fertim , atq; atroces prohbidinc fom- 
niarii Quod fi fiat , viri fapientes aut minimc, aut ^grc 
probant ; Hchodorumq; anr iquitas temporis,&: longm- 
quitasregionum tucri vidcntur. Afleritquidem Arillo- 
tcles Tragoedias illas cfle pulchcrrimas,qu^circa paucas 
familias vcrfantur, quia paucisomnino familijs atrocia 
huiufmodi contigerci Florcmq; Agathonis totum con- 
fidum amico homini indulget potius,quam comendat. 

Pr^terea Pocfim cfleimitationem inquit Philofophus, 
at imitatio nul la eft, nifi rerum,qux aut cxiftunt,aut ex- 
titeruntj exemplumenim cxemplar fcdatur. Et quo- 
niam dc mente Ariftotelis verifimilc,non verum, Pocta- 
rum proprium cfle pr^dicaoc aducrfarij , addo Ariftotclc 
ipfum planedeccrnere nihil vero fimilius cfle, quanij 
verum , neq; magis ficri pofl'c,quam quod ctFedum e(t. 
Itaq) vcritatibcneconuenitcum Poefi. Porro quia dc 
Imitatione, ac dc vcrifimili ncceflaria contingit mcntio, 
vtrcmmtcrius aflcquamur, corum natura, notioq; vi- 
detur nobis inucftiganda . 

Ludouicus Caftcluitrus, qui fcomnium maxim^ Ari- 
ftotelis de Artc Poccica pr«ccptis lucem attuhflcprofitc - 

tur 



zS6 I V D I T H A 

tur, imitationcm inquit afliinilationem cdc quandam 
cfCLx ficutinoncftcadem rcs, cuiusfimilitudincmgerit, 
fed ab ea longc diueifa , ita vcrifimilc non cft idem cum 
vcro , cuius»nnaginem exprimit . Quamquidem illc 
di(putationem luo more tradat fufius . Nosomilsis fu- 
peruacancisduplicitcraccipi pofTc imicationcm cxifti- 
mamus , vcl pro ipfo ncmpc,imicandi adu,vci pro opc- 
rc,quodabhuiulmodiadu produCtum , manlurumqi 
proficifcitur . De poftrema difccptatur, qu? quidcm vi- 
detur itcmcffeduplcx, aut enim rem, perlonamuc il- 
lammct cxprimit fingularem , indiuiduamqj aut can- 
cummodb fccundiim fpcciem,&quandam conucnicn- 
tiam , fi priore rationc, imagocxiftit, poftenorc fimili- 
tudoi hocquippcdifcrimenintcr imagincm, &:fimili- 
tudincm ad faciliorcm capcum coftitucre hbet , vt ima- 
go rc Ijngularcm ad viuum rcfcrat fimilicudo circa vni* 
ucrfalia libcrius vcrfctur . A pidura , Hcroumqi fignis, 
& imaginibus excmpla ad pei fpicuitatcm petcnda lunt . 
Imago diccnda vidctur ilU , qu^ Alcxandrum Maccdor 
num regem fecundum vcra ipfius hncamcnta , atq; oris 
formam imitcturiSimilitudo , qu^ virum bellatorcm rc- 
pr?fcntct,&qualcm Alcxapdrum cffe deceati c^tcrum 
,a vcris Alcxandrihncamcntisalicnum . Eftigiturimi- 
tatio vcl imago , vcl fimihtudo , qux du? rcs duos itcm 
conftituuntmodosnarrandarum rerum,alccrum fccun- 
dum vcritatcm, altfeium iuxtafimilitudinem vcri, qui 
Gnc controucrfia pocticus totus cft modus,qualifquc 

cfsc . 
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contcndcrc , cumcj*, necJmcnte adco conftarc flrmina^ 
calumnientur, ncc cencrum , acgracilc corpus Heroicis 
{ubeundis labribus idoneum putent , nos firmi/liniis in 
contratiam partcni ia<Sis fimdamentis ^ Vtfibi ipfi re- 
fpofioncseruant^ncgbtium poftmodiim rplinquemus v 
Fceminasavirtutein vniuerlumrfpcllere , a (alutis cft 
ianua repellere,cum finc vircutein (upemam patriamj 
ingrcdi nefasfitiidq; adcoabfurduracft, vc H^rcfim_* 
manifeftam contincar, mulicbris quippc fexus, vt ratio- 
ris cft compos, ita bf at^ fruitionis eft capax. Qu.c qui«> 
dem qua-ftiopcndctex ca, quam faniki Patrcsinfti* 
tucrc,an nimirum mulier ad imaglncm Dci fadafit, 
<juam Bcnedidus Pcrerius virdodlifsimus Commenta^ 
riorum inGencfim lib. 4. perfequitur luculcntcr ; nam 
probato in fijcmina ^quc , ac viro impreflam elTc imagi- 
nem Dei , nulla virtute interdici foeminx continuo pro- 
batum cft . Neq; dubicatur, quominus in foemina ima- 
go Dci itidcm luccat, cum ipfius anima racionis, im- 
mortalitatis, libcrt.itis ciufdem fit , qua potitur ani- 
ma viri ; tametsi D. Paulus perperam a nohnullis expo^ 
litus, ubifbeminam dicic imagincm viri fecus fcnfific 
videatur . Bafilius quidem vir fummus homilia in 
Genefim xo. itaidcxplicatdcferti«; vcrbis,vt nihil opta- 
ri ponic illurtrius ; inquit cnim . [Habec & mulie r nihil 
miniis , ouam vir , quod ad imagincm Dei fadla eft; ho- 
nor vtnq; natur^nihilo difpar, ^qtialcs virtutes, vtri- 
quc in agonc virtutis dcccrtanti propofitum par pr^- 

Hh mium, 
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mium , confimilis viriqi pcccaoti dccreta comminatio . 
Nolim dicat mulicr , imbellis fum , Sc infirm^conditio- 
nis.] Hqc Balilius. At enim vero ipsu Numcn in vniuer- 
fitate rerii mari tbeminam pretulK,quam puram quippc 
crcaturam fuper Angelos collocauit, ca fujt infirmioris 
fcxus Virgo parens. Vfqueadeodiligendasfoeminascer 
fuit .dilcxitqi, vt fortiorem fcxumcontunderet. Ira- 
roorari pudct inre, quaefidem contingit, ne aduerfar 
rios,quibusmhil infenfus fum,mfufpicionem infidelii^ 
tatis adducam . Scd mictamus Tlieologos,& cum Phi- 
lofophis diflcramus . Vtrtutem Ariftoteks liU. EtU 
anim? habitum efle definit. Idcm 7. ciufdem volumir 
nishb.belluarumnecvututcm cflc , nccvitium tradic; 
igitur ratione vtcncium , cx quo fic , vt neqi virtus a coiy 
porc pendeai,& ciim fexus muliebris ratione vtatur , cir 
dcm ad virtutcm acccflusfine controuerfialatiflimc pi» 
tcat,nequccnim,(exudiftinguunturanimc, fed raticu. 
nc,ciufdemq;funthabitudinis> qu^foeminas, ac quac 
viros informant,vel profedo de fedu dumta^jat corporis 
inferiorcs . At quoniam fortaflc icfpondcbunt aducrfa- 
rij ab ijs virtutibus k tbeminas non Lecluderc, quibus (kr 
lutis neccflitas continetur , qucque a Deo vnicuique^ 
adarbitrium tribuuntur , in ahjs plcnfquc tccenfcndis » 
qua: principem intec morales locum obtincnt , pauliC- 
pcr immorabor, quantumqiin vnaquaq;profecent mu- 
hebris fexus , brcuMcr dcmonftrare conabor , vi cxplo- 
xzium fit nihilobcfle, quominus omoium potiantut , 
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atq; vti naturx perfcdionem, qur ad corpus pcrtinet^ 
non ailequuncur , virtucis ,qu^bonum ed animi , coa- 
fcquipollint. Mrovx:** 

luRitia omnium caput, &c qil^dam rationis eft rcgu^ 
la , quamobrcm cumiocmin.r ratione vtancur , cur ra* 
cionis itcm regula vti non polhnt,in mcntem non vcnit. 
Vtcinturautcm , nam fiuede faum vnicuiq; tribuendot 
fiue dc rerum commutationc agatur , quibus parcibus dc 
mcotc Ariltotclis iu^btiaconftat, cxempla contincnter 
fub oculos cadunt . At neqi ab ea quidem partc ^bemi • 
nx abfunc, qux forum rcfpicit V&iudicandi facultatc-^ 
continctur yCtcnim ad Didoncm ille . 

O regina, nouam cui condere luppitcr Vrbem , 
- luftitiaq; dedit populos fr<^narc fuperbos. 
iudicauit Debora Hebr^os; tot rcgiaar fapientiflimc, ac 
iuftiilime ius dixcrunt , &c fortalsc dicunt. 

luftitix prudentia eft comcs ^ neq^ enim dijudicarc , 
quid iuftum fit, fas eft nobis finc prudcntia . Hxc vcro 
aut priuati.aut publici commodi procuratione conftat i 
vc in lib.Eth. 6- docec Philofophusi in priuato Occono. 
miam, in publico PoHtiam (ines habet. In priuata pru<t 
dcntia quantum focmin? polleant , bene morat? , infti- 
tut^q; veteres Refpublic^ docucre , in quibus illx re m-i 
domcfticam ,<lumvin ciuilcm curarcnt»tanquam pro- 
priam adminiftrandam nauitcr fufceperc. Noftra ipft 
ctatcin Gcrmania, Galliaq; foemin« rei familiaris cu- 
ram gcrunt, mares bellorum, & fori. Geutium Apofto- 

H & ius 
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lus, yt domus curara habcant , monere adolcfccntulas 
Titum iubet . Salomon pluribus matrona fuam ad pro- 
curationem priuatce vtilitatis inftituit . In hoc cum ad- 
uerfarijsnullumnobisdiflidium intereft; quamobrbra 
autcm fit in repubhca adminiftranda,non vidco , cumj 
proportione quadam domus , refqjpubhca c^dcm fint , 
vel ipfo Apoftolo tefte . [Qui domui fu^ prxcirc ncfcit , 
quo/podo Lcclcfix Dct diligentia habebitjmagnacnim 
dpmus rcfpublica cfl), domus autcm parua rc(publica-». 
Aiunt,quodinPoliticis Ariftoteles, infirmiorem eor- 
poris habjtum imbccilia confiha mulieribus impertf- 
rijatquc idcircb Reipublic^ minimcidonea. At vtgi- 
diumconfulamujf; exco,qu6d infirmior foeminarum 
natura fit , illc quidem conlilium earumdem citius per- 
fici profiretur , cum ex eodem Ariftorele dcbiliora velo- 
cioja fint . Qu^ocircaconfilium muhcbre in cafu imprd- 
uifb, repentinoqj certius , ac (alubrius efle , quam viro- 
rum,interdum pofle neutiquam dubitat.Qmd vcrb pro- 
hibet in quacunqjre cfle ciufmodi quominus poflit,(i pr^ 
ff rtim,prout pares non fumus,mulier muliercm habitu 
corporisantecellat ? Vtautem cxemplaomittam vetu- 
ftiflima, & longcpetita, nonne Amalaluntham Gotho- 
rum , Thcodolindam Longobardorura rcginas ab Hi- 
ftoricorum roonumentis,a Danprimis Gregoriolauda- 
mas,MatiIdcm latc tota Itaha impcraniem omnibuts 
feculis memorabilem Italia cxperu eft^nonne filancara 
Ludouiti Regis , eiusj qui in Diuorum numerum cft re- 

latus 
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latus, parentem Galha , atq, Ifabcliam Hifpania Rcgi- 
nas coluere? qux quidcm quid omifeFe,quo ciuilem,Hc- 
roicamq; prudentiam tcrtari pofTent? (in minus extindis 
fidcm adhibcntobicttorcs , m viucntcs plcrafquc oculos 
figant. Ego ,quascaIamo prxtcrco modcfti^ ipfarum 
rationcm habens, filcntio vencror. 

Tranfcamus ad Temperantiam , quam potifsimam , 
propriamq, feminarum virtutem qui a focminis fegrc- 
gaucrit,nihil ei mchcrculcreliquum erit, quomifcrri- 
mum fcxum ampliusfpoliandum fufcipiat. namcum in 
primis honeftatem fcriat intempcrantia:, vt in i.Eth.hb. 
Philofophusprofitetur , illud maximc ingcnuis mulic-, 
ribus cur^ cilc compcrtum cft, vt pudori, honcftatiq-c6- 
fulant, &anoxrjs voluptatibusvehemcntius abhorrcn- 
tes innoccntiamcalHflimetucantur . Plures proptcrca 
inuent^ lunt, quac vtpudicitiamdefendcrcnt, aut ft^ 
ipfas,aut contra (c conantcs virilitcrintcrfccerunt,fi:ri- 
ptoribusq; luculcntis egregiam laudandimatcrianui, 
documcntum poftcris fuppcditarunt . 

Oftenfum dc virtutc in gencre fumpta, dcq; tribus 
poti/Iimis vinutis fpcciebus . Rcliqua cft fortitudo , 
quam etiam cum ex eo, quodcxter^ virtutcs fceminis 
inefle probatu eft , ab ipfis ncutiquam alienam eflc con- 
tendmius, videturquibusdam ratio non eflc par . Hanc 
virorum propriam nullo iurc ad fccminas pcrrincrc 
Quarcnegcntjhanc affcTunt rationcm ^ ctiamfi virtus 
in anima fita eft , idonea tamcn inftrumenta /^;^, i 
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Philofophis appcllata ad opcra forcitudinis obcunda 
cum ciufmodi (cxui natura non dedcric, facis cxplora' 
tum cfle boc illi dcciw, ornamcncunTO; communcm pa- 
rentcm negare voluiflc, maribus induliillc . Ac Deus 
iion finac , ncclariflimum genus a canta conrumclii)^ 
quoadpoccrojVindicccur. Innrmiora quidcm fomina- 
lumcorpora, quam virorum condicionc fua cfle non 
inficior , (cd plcriscji , vc par viris robur obcineant , aut 
mcliorciatoorcas, auc cducacione ^ & longa laborum 
adfuctudine confccutis cfli negari non poCk ludico . 
Nota Lacxoarum^Gcrmanarumcj; mulierum inliitutio 
&mo$.DcpoftrcmisTacicusIaculcntcr . [ Ncfe mulicr 
excra virtutum cogitaciones, extraqi bellorum cafus pu- 
tet jipfis incipicncJs macrimonij aufpicijs admonecur, 
vcnirc fc laborum, periculorumqi (ociatn , idem in pa- 
cciidcminpfocliopafluram,aufuramq, .] Egfcgiam ad 
forcirudincm , faminarumcducationcm Maroexbibet 
in Camilla . 

Hic natam in dumis , intcrqi horrcntia luflra 
Armcntalis cquas mammis,& ladc fcrino 
, Nutribat tcncris immulgcns vbera labrisj ^ 
Vtq; pedum primis infans vefligiaplantis i 
Inftitcrat , iaculo palmas onerauic acuco , ) 
Spiculaqjcx humcroparua; fufpcndic, &arcum: 
Pro crinali auro , pro longx ccgminc pa llar , 
• Tigridis cxuuia: pcr dorfum a vcrcicc pendcnt . 
L Tcla manu iam tum tencra pucrilia corfic^ 

. Et 
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Ec fundam tercti circikncaput egit habena, 

Scrymoniamq; gruem, auc album deiecit olorcm». 
nec non alibi de eadem . 

Non illa colo , calathifuc MincruoD- 

Fcrraineas affueta manus , fed pr^lia virgo. 

Dura pati , curfuq; pedum prarucrterc vcntos . 
Itaq; vniucrfum muUebrcgenus quamobrcm exularc-; 
iK>n cogatur a fortitudine, excmpla multarum bciunc, 
qu? fortitudine claruerc. Hanc circa tcrribilia vcrfari , 
6c bellorum in primispcriculis contineri ab Ariftotelc*' 
didici , eofq;.tam qui conflantcr patiuntur, quam qiii 
aguntaudentcr, fortesappcllaf i.Si prioris gencris opce- 
rnuscxcmpla , quid fortius , qaid fublimius in contcm- 
nenda morcc, colerandaq; Lucrctia, Portia , Clcopatra 
fdit? Qu^cum eorum tcmporum opinio fuerit ad raa- 
gnitudinem animi pcrtincrefibi porius raortem confcir 
pe , quam vel maculam turpitudinis , velindi^num ta- 
lerare fcruitium, morcem fibi fortifllme confciucrunt. 
Qujs Epicharim Cornehanam libcrtinam , vcnalcmque 
foefnioam,qii? Neronian^conjurationisconfcia^ncpro- 
deret r^os,viig infamiam honefto exiw fiipcrauit , viris 
forcidimisnon^quiucrit? Mitto Virginum, &puclla- 
rumglobos, qui^ proChrifto DommocruciKusaccrbif- 
fimosingenti vigore animi pertulcrunt , morccm coa- 
ftantifsimc fubierunt. Si pofterioris , qucm Amazo- 
ncs gloriofiftim^ bellatrices ad fe non rapiunt?qucm non 
jnoucc Tomyris, qux Cycum Pcrfarum rcgcm nullibi 
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philofopiinm-ftatiiir,'alcqud vWoei^tatcm 
tctfi, pcrfequi autcrri idcam quandam , &ratidncm-. 
perfedlam .at^ ablblufiam rci^ noti cjijalisipfaAieritifcd' 
qualcm ^i.cbccap|3froiipfius eorfdiri^^irfe, ac penef^^J» 
prouta Xcnofontc fdrmacus cftCyrus, arq, ad ideailf 
optimi , fapientiffimi , &forciiIimi rcgis furamo iu-^ 
dicioexprcfliB..SiautJrmreigcft« eiusmbdi perfedtio 
contigcrit , an hsDCi quoq;poeris mnsetics idonea (it , dc 
hoc qua»ritlic intcr dQftos : nunc faris:, fupcrq; cft pr^- 
fcriberc nobis ^^iiikfbpl^um rcnv qu^iiui t ; c^tefa fuo 
locovidcbimus. Potcftaha qaoq; ratio habcri Verifi^ 
mihs, quanimirum vidcturidem eflecum crcdibih& 
ciim eo,qaod fieriporeftjnam hjc iria ea affinitatcconJ^ 
iutoguntur iQict fe i^at^^iri aliud ab aho pendec , vc ra^ 
tionc diftinguantur,rejp(afecefintvfiuin. Eteiiim nii 
hil vnquampoteft eire crcdibilc,qujn fit idcm vcrifimilc 
neq vcrifimilc , quinpcrahquam potenriam ficri poA 
fit; Poitb cx addudtis cxploratum cftnuHurogcnus 
verifimihsauc fine vero conftate poffc^aucahquam fal- 
dfiiad vcrum relacioncm habcrc nccc^rc cflc,quippe 
cjudd omniam verifimihum eft r:dix : tanfum abeft, vt 
falfum poctx fit proprium ; fiquidfcm ncquc fempcr 
quod vcrum non cit , conrinub cHfalfum , prout in pri- 
ma queftionecofirmatum cft , ncque pocfisaut vfum^ ; 
aut voluptatcm afFert , nisi pcr fidem , qu« vcri fi|nda- 
mcnto inniritur. Qucm fanc fincm haud fati s com- 
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pcrtum cft mihi, quomodo pocfiscertiusadipifci queit, 
quam fi cx eodcm fontc dcriuct fuam vim , cx quo reli- 
quxhauriunt facultates, quar in huiufmodi rationcm 
cr^dibihs coeunt , atqucipfius du£Vu fuos fincs confc- 
quuntur . TrfW c^im numcuntur opifices, qui ia hanc 
crcdibilis {bcictatemconucnirctolcnt, hiftociCus, oca- 
tor , 6c pocta-, hiftorico nifi fidem habeamus> illeoppi- 
donon doccbit, oratori nificrcdamus, isnuUo xnoda 
pcrfuadebitjpoctafifidccarcat, nuHa feofu audicom 
aaimum pcriricabicinamctiamsi proprium hiftorici ar- 
gumentunx ficMcr«aixOratQris.probabile>poet§ vQiifimi4 
le , atquehiscdiucrfisarmis quifqvvtatur, mucro tamca 
omnibus con\munis eft fidcs , & prius feritur auditoris 
animuSk a raUQOQ «edjhihs^ Quam auc verifimihs ^ auc 
probabihsiau^veri. kiqifi probabilcoratonucQ uiagis 
crcdibile videtur^atqi ad pcr(ua4cndum apcius,qu6cft 
vcrius, quidni cadcm proportionc verifimilc poecarum 
waiorcm oblcdationcm , & commodum patiet v fijVftT 
rum adhibcac , quam fi fecus fecetiti in mcntcm iit)n vc^ 
i<f<Frigcntpxc^e<36contiuu6omnia , vbi vcritatisopi- 
nioexuitur- Quod fi negauic Ariftoccles a fpcftatQribus 
de vcritate, auc commcntodiftingui , iUc vcra co( loci 
%d ca dumtaxac poemata pr^cepta fortafsc cradidu,qux 
ili{^hcatocipromifcuo homini> mfipicnti vt pluritr^um 
cxh^bcntur : noftra^tate , ciim poemata qua^is lcg-nnr 
tur pptiiis . -qu^m IpeQantur, aon wingenuis viris cft 
animus , dci^us , iaccnfq^ vtlaboremiubire ad volu- 

ptatcm 
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ptatem infipicntium vclini ; Cam ex Ciceronc inBtuto 
pocmatarccoodita paucorDm apptobatione , oratio po- 
pulansadfenium.vuJgiinoucridcbcat. Tclum au(5o. 
J-uaiis An/Jotelica: fupcrius addu<a? in nos retorquciit 
aductiknj jnegantcnim verbailla (nihil vero fimilias 
eiTe, quam verum, neq^ magis lieri po& , quam quod 
^ttcdum-oft^ ajd vijata,. camdemq; aaionem refcrri , 
Idt ad du:}s,<alxeraan vcram, alteramcoinmentitiam, 
QWf ad (imilinidnicni vergconfiiaa (it.- vtfi<juis patrem 
taJuletuta filioiDtcrcmptum >probc ficiat, quoniam 
Ocdipusaliquanda.repcrtuseft,qui pacrem intetcmit ; 
atqi hanc pottf propnam imJutionemelle ptolitentur, 
«uinad limiiitudincmwum.geaarum res nouas com- 
inwilciiur y & pcrfeaiore^ arte confin git . Hoc profcc'^6 
vrgerc vrdcturarirumcntu.Ti; atvel nimis fuperftitiosc 
1 miolophum intcrprctanrur, vcl oon vidcrunt, libellus 
lite.quamquammutilus, atqt adeofortaiTe corruptus 
ad eprum fcntcntiam labefaftandam quantum virium^ 
att^^^rtcvaleat.cumapertc AriftoteJes pronuntiauerit in 
i ragadijs, quarum prfceptis vtiturvtplurinuim Ep o- 
Pi£"a, vcranominaconieruari , & circa paucas om nino 
tamilias verfari , propterci qu6d maghis lilis , atq; bor- 
nbilibuseuentisobnoxisfuere:quod adfola nomina^ 
ncquaquamrcfi:rri , fed ad resipfas, & fafta reuocari 
ncccfle eft . Efto igitur verum per (e ipfum , & quidem 
phjrinmra ad Poclim fpedlire, quam Platoquidcm , ft 
lidtalit,e Rcpobhca CMurbai.vcram tenet;magnaquip. 
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Heroutn faciaofa., prdut fufiEa mcxnoraiimus f 'injj 
,pcculcQ ngaifanc ui defuere {criptorunv calatni;, 
famaq&roii tnemcariaqi monalij;|m neutiquam defuiq. 
Quod fi in GQnBadia;^ ^ics finguntur , & nomina 
.arbitrium ponantur,humilicatcm rcrum geftarumjob- 
^pncatemq; |>itrijbinacum.caaias iiabcmus ^addf>&; ne 
cuiquani detrahaturi fiumcpoA ^giasi prOponarvr pli^- 
iimumj neCipr^terco , quia improbi plures,quam probi, 
atqiignobilcs:^ qiiamclaii- Epopoeiavcro, cumexhi- 
beat,quos fequaris , nomina rctinetv ics , qux fiicrint y 
carminc illullrat ^ quoniam laude digni , probique viri 
funcadmodupuci.DcTragcJcdia diucrfaell ratio,prouc 
finis non idem s nam cum idcircoinftituta ik; vt pci 
terrorcm , miftricordiamque pcrmoueat animos, & am* 
pliflimi quoque viri. fortuna: vicillicudincm formidare 
debeant, exemplaitidim ampliflimorum Yirdrum,qui^ 
vt fgpius dixi , oWcuh non funt , ipfam oportct in fcfa* 

pam dcducere • 

Haacnus dc vcco pro ip(lus>nat^ra.locuci fumus . (c* 
quitur nunc altera pars difpucatipnis de vero? momi- 
mentis hiftoricis confjgnato i nam qui vcrum cxtra bip 
ftoriam ficii conceflcrmt iQ poefim polic transfcrr i y ma- 
gnoperc vercor, nc a vcro hiftorico prorsiis abliorreant. 
Vidctur cnim rationi confencaneum non efle idem poffc 
tum a poeta , tum ab hiftorico pertradtari idq; Ariftoce^ 
lem conftantifsime vctar.e contcndunt. Nuilis tamcn 
rationibus moucri pofltimus, quominus|vcruth , & qui- 

dcm 
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rfirn iii hiftoria dcfcriptum argumentum idoncum poc-*' 
fcos Epic^ , ac Trapc^ cfle poffe exiftimemus . Pluribui 
fropbfitoiti oonfirtnatur \ primum eft , quod pridcm»*; 
ixpiufque infTuimus de magnis cucntis , qux vfq; adco 
ncglcaa non fuere^ vc apud hiftoricos penitus cxolcue- 
rinc^ Qnod fiab hiftoria efletpoctisabftincndum , aut 
vniuerra fingere cogerentur, quod quam prxfefcrat dif- 
ficul latcmiane docuinius^auc niniis inarfto nobiIi(si^ 
Wiisartificibuslaborforct. Addo hiftortarum plerafq, 
tnutilas,plurcsvarias,atqucetiam fibi inuiccm aduer- 
fmtcs prsftantibus vatum ingenijs locum relinquerc^, 
Maximum etiam momencum ad noftram fentctiam af- 
fttunt exempla poctarum principum , qui omnes argu- 
mcntumexhiftoriafumplerunc. Homeroquidem Da* 
rcs Phrygius,&: DidysCrctenfifi matcriam fuppeditarut, 
Virgiho Roman?Hiftori^,qug Reipublicgconuerfione 
pericrunt, ^neam ad nos itiigrafletradidcre.De Ennio, 
cleSilio,dc Lucano,dc Pctrarcha, quosccecutiflc omnes 
putandum non cft, idem dicere debcmus. Immo vero fi- ^ 
tuti qui a vcceribus fundamcntis aedificando non abhor^ 
i^et > ducirq; parietes, ac domum ex ijs anguftijs nihilo- 
ttiinus excitat Iplcndidiflimam , maiore laude dignus 
videtur , quam qui libero,apertoq; fpatio cunfta ad arbi- 
trium difponit , Ccformat, haud fecus vfu venircarbi- 
tror poctis, qui hiftori^ quafi quibufdam liniitibus co- 
hibentur ; cximij quippe eft animi,atq, induftriW ira vc^ 
tcra exornarc , vt noua videantur, ita noua comminifci, 
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vt vctcribus coh^reanr, & mirum in modum antcccllat, 
ita alicna pertraCtarc.vt fiat propria.Quoil vcro inquiut, 
idem biftorici,& poct^ {ubiccSlum eilc neutiquam polIe> 
vidctur profettb haberc nullam vim.cum a pocta fub 
rationc verifimihs vfurpari poflit , &: poctxa legetra- 
(Jtm , nihilque prohibeat , quominus vna,eacicroq; rcs 
multiphci ratione habita multiplicibu^ facultatibus ar- 
gumeiita prxbeati nam & hominisanima , vt forma«> 
corporisad i^hyficam,vt fubllantia cxpers matcri<^ a<l 
Mctaphyficam , vt capax xtcrn^ fclicitatis ad Thcologi* 
camdifciphnaspcrtinctjacplura idgcnus iuxta varjas 
fui rationcs varijslcicncijs hoe controucrfia matcriam^ 
fuppcditant. Quo maior vcri calamitas vidmtur,itiii 
vnius hiftori^ canccllis concludcretur. Qui vcrum hi- 
floriacxutum in poeiim traduci poflc con(cntiunt,haud 
lcuis mihi cft fpcsfuturumjVthuiu&iodirationibus a4- 
jdufli nc biftoria indutum quidcm rcijciant. Qu^cucb 
itafint , videtur difficulras plane nulla, an vcropocra 
vtatur,fed quomodo vtatur . Quas cum duas res plcriqj 
€onfundant,di(putarndolaborarkt plurimum, ncq;fta* 
tucrC valcntquicquam ccrti. Huc profedo fpc£laflc vi- 
detur Anftotcicsrcfq; adco, qua: gefta: funt, non qua 
ratione gcfta:,(cdquales, & cuiufmodi gcri potuermt 
apocta(cnhftc{cribendasc(re, qub ab hiftorico diftin- 
guatur. Propterea tou in hoc dificultatis ratio fita cft, 
qui (it idoncns modus . Ac piuribus quidcm modis alir 
qwid narrare contingit , nam vcl rc$ gcfta dcfcribirur vc- 
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ris cum perfonis, & modo , prout rere gefta fuit , narra- 
tione fimplici , & nuda i vcl rcs vcra vcris cum pcrionis 
& roodo, fcdcum intcrmixtionc a(9:ionum admuenu- 
rum i vcl rcs vcra veris cum perfonis , at diuerfo ab co 
modo, quo gcfta fuit y vcl rcs vera , moduscji , fed pcr- 
fonis nomina imponimus ; rursiim vel res fida , quam-» 
vcrisperfonisadicnbimus, vel res item fiila, &cum pcr- 
fonisitidemfiais, Pf«tcr fcx Imiusmodi nullum vltc- 
rius reperiomodun^. Pnmus ad hUtoricum abfolutc 
pcrtinet,rcliqui ad poctam. QuorumpoftremusComce- 
ai$ clt . Qiiartus , quintus*^, m ea poe/i , vbi dc Heroi- 
bus, Heroumqirebusgcftisagitur,nequacjuara inter do- 
Clioresprobantur. Supcrcft,vt fccundus, tertiuscj; ad 
Epopeiam pertineant maxime , cjui cjuidem tertius in 
duosrursum fubdiuiditur modos ; aut enim fummain^ 
rci > fineraqiad amu (lim obferuamus , inllrumenta , me- 
diascjjadtioncsad ideam pcrfc<aionis quandam fedulo 
comminifcimur, vt Maro, aut allegoricc rem vcram 
occludimusifidam palam prstcndimus , & fabularum in 
volucris myftcriacclamusjcmufmodiantiquiilimi Poe» 
^ f^^ticarunt, qui rcs natur^ abdita'- humfmodi velami- 
nihuscondiderunticx quoefrcaura eft> vtcjuxadulcc- 
ria, fartacji numinum varia nator^ opcra intcriusprarfc* 
fercbant , vulgus , quod a corticc non difccdit , pro veris 
acciptt;?t. Adhoc gcnus Argonautica rcuocatuti neq; 
cnimaliud volunt fuille naucox lilam, cjuam Acadc- 
miam, vellus aureura fapieniiam > vlautcraque , dr acQ- 
i ncm 
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ncm faperandum propnam vnicuscuiufque frbidintftff,! 
fcumauis laborem a tanto quscftu dcterrentem. At nei 
Syriquidem^aut Hcbrari ab hoc gcnereabllinuere,apudr' 
quosparabolaiufii vfurpatio frequens^proutcantica Sa-^ 
kmonisintcr cartera patefaciunc . Atq; hanc fortafsc 
viara poct^ propriam crcdidcrim maximc,quam erudi- 
ta> ingeniofaq; antiquitas inftitit, ciim pocticattt artem 
comcntaeft, vt quemadmodum cxteraomniaad vfum 
aliquemcomparauic, ita pcr voluptatcra mortalibus 
prodefTet hoc loco. Aflcntirc Lucretius videtur , quii 
poctas vcritatem adcommodum vitx fabulis condcn- 
dam, condiendamqi fufcepilk prpfitctur . Sic cnim in 
y4.de natura rerum libro (apicncifsimc decantauit. 
Mam veluti pueris abfynthia tetra medcntes 
Cum dareconantur , priiisoras pocula circuoi 
Contingunt mcllis dulci^flauoq; hquore , 
Vt puerorum xtas improuida ludificctur. 
Labrorum tenus, interci perpotct amarum 
Abfynthi laciccm , deceptaq; non capiatur , 
Sed potius tali tadu rQcxcaxa valefcat ; 
Sicego&c Veri^im haEC miffafaciamus. De-> 
primo cx his duobus modo, qui communior, frequcn- 
tiorq» cft.deqi fccundo iater (cx enumcracos dtfquiritur,' 
quippcqui maxima afHnitate inuicom cpniunguntur . 
Igitur ( quod primum ftatuitur) fi in hift<irias truncasj^ 
fummatim compofitas, pugnantes inter lc, fufpedafuc> 
vc Gxxc^ (blcnt, quod mendax vtplurimum eft, fabuio- 
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fum^;gcnu$ hominum,poeta incidat,tunc nuUa vidctur 
controuerfia,quonainus ipfi jntcgrum fit ailionem, noa 
qualis cxtitit , Mufis transdcre, lcd proiit pr^clarius gcri 
debuerit,c3carbitrio formare,aut quod compendio iran- 
fadlum cft , ingenio cxplicare.Quodqi ccrtilfimum poft 
all^oricum prfdnaum inuenicndi , atq; imitandi ge- 
nus clTe iudico , cx adione vera , & nota afiincm dedu- 
ccrc , fcu c fama perfonas metiri , & genio , ac raoribus 
congrucntiacomminifcijhicpoct? modus opportunifsi- 
muspr^ftoeft, ptoiit in bclhscrudeiia exempla, in amo- 
ribusamentias fingere, breuifsimus quippc eft tranfirus» 
^neam fcmpcrpium, Achiilcm fempcr ferum, cttnfL» 
vcl apud lurisperiros lemcl malus prcfumatur fcmpcr 
rnalus in-codem gcnere mali, atq;in occulto fcelcre la- 
us idoncumindicium faciac, (iquis dclinqucre fohcu$ 
fiicrit ; acplura id genus. 

Quod fccudum videtur edicendum,eft,hiftorias etiam 
quasq; commutare non cfleabfurdum ; nara capitahs, 
ijua: interccdic, quorumdam fcx auftoriiatem confen*. 
lione do6Honim non habet,cum cnim in Bruto pronun- 
ciaffcc M.Tulhus Coriolanum vohmtaria mortc occu- 
buifTc^fubdidicftatim. [Quoniam conceiTum cft Rc- 
ihoribusementiri inhiftorijs, vt ahquid dicerc poflinc 
argutius,qaod ctiam StratocIes,& Clitharchus in Tiie- 
miftoclepr^ftitere. Cui quidcm fentcnti^ fubfcribit 
eciam Quimihanus .] Quamobrcm Mazzoniu? hoc lo- 
co cxclamare co^icur. At quo magis in poc fi> Hic fi pla- 
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^cc mcdinm afRramr Tragtci argumdnti . conatus 
noltei: in Agrippiaa:, cx.quo pateat ,(juid in hocgcnc- 
ic a melioribiisingcpljs prarliaj-ipoflit.i/. < jUiixti 

CarfareGermanicoin Afia pcr fummumfcclusextin'^ 
flo, Agrippina yxdrcum iibcris Romam venit: Vbi 
fcu dblore ercpw; CQniug*s^v>fcu impdtcntia mulicbn > Sc 
violehtiaingeni^apud i ybcxium gnauitcr ofFcndit; nc- 
quc fili) ab muidia HtmcipisQbfuereob bencuoletttianaj 
mag/s Romani populi .^ttamproprium cnmcn j pr^^tci 
Cafigulam , qui kais artibus fcnii obfcqUi , &c ipfura 
mentiri didicerai. lUi vcneficia obijciebantur , hi maict 
ftatis portulabantur.i atqj Agrippinam guidcm in .Infur 
lam Pontiamvnc^; procul Neronem cxulcs deportati ; 
Drufom Romx in cuftodia babcri niandauiti Omnium 
ratio viausmilerrimai Drufusco dcduftuseft, vtcoa- 
£lainediatomentumculcitrx mandcrct ^i. A,grippinat 
Neroq^ tancfoim^ mandipia>Viliflimi : flagrik afficcrcntur 
(ufFofloq>oculo foemma princcps.Augultineptis.abCen* 

turioneludibrioKabcrctur. Ncro.qu^rnquam ignariii 
atrociorum rcrum, c|U« matri poftrcm^acciderant^eon» 
fuct^ conturoeli^ intolefasarrcptaoccJifiortc alierioi cijm 
vcttitu lintrcm intrauitij& clam cuflodibus Romaxn pro* 
grcflus omncm aditum «oSu luftrauii ,qua(ibi adfirajji 
trem paterct acccflus,vt confilijs comraunibus communi 
malofubuenirctur . Per idera tcmpus Drufusqubqidc* 
cepiis militibus c carccrc abicrat , & vagus , inops^ ani- 
nu,qu6 fc rcciperetjignorabat. Fratresper.tcacbras ob- 

ui) 
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uij Bunt, rtr#grtrtddfne facinorisicnrkiii &'primo , quia 
non agnofcebanr^, fafpctfti inuiccm , mox congrefTu dc- 
t^ifti . Htc vero lachrymr, qiieftus, &(jiiacima fortuna 
didabarj doncc audioo 4lcpici},>iic dcprchcndercntur,di- 
grcflifutic/ Agrippliiu Neponi^fuajamne^, prxfenferat 
ncc[vp^rcepcrat;{cd mifericordia mrlicrs pacernoohm lli- 
pcndibobnoxij Inrulacjccellerat . Iti pedimo omniuoi 
fato efFedlurri ell,vt diucrfi omncs in vrbcm eodem tcm- 
pore conuenirenc. Igirurqucm fjrepitiim adolcfcentcs 
acccpbrant, cafuid Agrippina cirm mihce, qae camccsi 
almcodem iniquam vicem lameiit^rccur, ac de modo 
parand3Bfalutis(ibi,Iiberisq;cunfultarct, flexis tamen 
C1C copofico in obfcurum fcrinonibus (cmec occulcreni- 
tebatuir?;-:{t'oftquab vactfiis: icdibos. locusfiiic, Ncro^ 
Drulusq; cbde rcucrrrdtf acc?pys iniurijs, djq, rcmedijs^ 
agiiare , &crim nihil idoncum vidvretur, tollcndi Prin- 
cip^s confilium capcre. Condictus cft cocundi locus ancfe 
ardem fortunr. Miles, Agrippina in coninberniorelidla 
haud prociil aberat, c^tcrorum ignarusexcremade inter-. 
fkicndo Cefare ob impcudcnrian(i adolefcentium vcrba 
ciccpit'. ' Kemcotinuoalienainabfecrcdichm ad focmi* 
nam defert, cumq; adco reliqua omnia incommoda ,dif- 
fkiliauc adfaiutcme/reintclligercnt,pietatem inTybc- 
rfMi pf a*tcferre , afc truccm ani^riam ad clemcntiam , 6c 
gradtom fledcre opportiinum rati, Principe m, vt cauc-^ 
rrc libi d>duobus neutiquam notis^yqiivpairicidium ad-» 
ucrsus iplum moiiebantur>dc cifcodias ad fanum Fdrtu^ 
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n^in occulrocollocarcr, moucudum ftacuunt. Agrip- 
pinaindiccslittcraseraracad C^farem» qui acrocitacc 
rcitrepidusmilitcm in infidias progrcdi iubct. Vix fra- 
trcs adfucrc , cum in carccrem rapti , agniti, lortiq-, funt 
&quia inopinato cuentu pcrculli , flagicium confefli * 
C^farobtruncari vtromq; prar cipii.dcin accitam Agrip- 
pinij qu? iam in regiara ded u£la ftierat, adhuq infcum 
collaudat , gratias agit , bono animo efle lubct . Tunij 
capicadamnatoium fpccicmunerum afierriimperat» Y( 
in aperto fuere , &: mater miferabilis in atrox ipedacu- 
lum oculos fixic , feq; reos ad necem prodidiflc mtcllcxic 
61iosfuos> proquorum falute indiciumad Principenv 
tulcrat , folutis neruis defecit , nec multo poft rctento fpi- 
ritu volens extin<fta cll . Hiic exuendx calaraitaiis Itu* 
dium , teludante Calo, pcrtinuit . 

Nuncad tertium, quod ftaiuendum fupereft, de- 
(cendamus. fentiuntautcmferio virigrauiflimi^Mazza* 
Oiusprxfcrtim, rcmeoquoqi modoa pocca decantari 
poflc i quo gefta fiiit » f» co modo gcft* fiiit , quo pcrtc* 
ftiiis ^eri debuerit, ncq; cx eo tamen poet^ nomen amit-. 
terc, cumhiftoricus, poctaq;in dicendi ratione adeo. 
interfediferant, vcpoct« plurimum fpaiijah hiftorica 
relinquaturjquem ad omnia dcfccndcrc neutiquam dc- 
cct . ctcnim cxcrcituum luftrationcs pocfis rcquirit , ca» 
lalc^osducum , facrificia , 6(fupplicationes.> conc^ilia^ 
CoeL'ftium, atq^ Inferorum, quam quidcm viam noflr^ 
intclligcnti; appnmc commodam prifci inicrunt,tum 
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id prbuidentiam Numinis declarandam , tum ad infe* 
fiosinfernorumrpirituumimpetus, artesq> ob cculos 
proponendas. AtquiciimpcrfcaiHeroisideam perfe-, 
qui Epicusimitandodcbcar,nifi ea rcticucric, qu^ fui 
HeroisdignitatiofEciant, quamquam vera>non video» 

3uomcd6fuum finemconlecjuaturrneqi illi vitio dan- 
umtagit quippc 1 hiIofophum,non adorom fcribam, 
£uentaex aducrfo fingularia , cafusq*, varioscommini* 
fci^quos hiitoricum con(ult6pr^teri)lfea verifimilitu- 
dinenon abhorrct, ncfas non videtur -, at(jicx bis qui- 
dcm Epifodia cum ad luauitatcm concinna, tum ad 
druc^uram pocmatis vciiia conflari poflc crediderim ^ 
prartcr vericacem fane, contra nccjuaquam . Ordo in- 
iupcr,acdifpofiiioabhiftoricalongiusabeft j nam etsi 
(uum principium , fuus finis pccmacidceflc non debec » 
actamcn , 

Ordinis h^c virtuseric, & venus , autcgo fallor, 
Vc iam nunc dicac , iam nunc dcbeniia dici, 
PJcra^ diffcrat, & pr^fens in tempus omittat . 
Qupdcjuc maximi eft momcnti» plures hiftorico 
actiones amplectioQintcrdidum,quamcjuam alteraab 
alteraficalicniflima, pocr^ab voitate rccedere capitalc 
cft . Qupd fi hiftoriam quoque na<Susfutrit,c)ux vnita- 
tciu aftionis pra?fcrar, haud totacontinuo lufcipicndam 
monct Pbilo(ophus,neaut in cam molem pocma Epifo* 
d>jsrxcrelcat,c]ua: iufram roagnitudinem excedac,aut,nf 
isiolcm immcnsa afFcrat,ab Epifodijs,pocCqiCongrucn» 

cibus , 



4 
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tibus inuentis aridus poeta ^ibllinere cogatur lcd paftc 
dumtaxat eligcndam cflc ,ean[\que Mufarum iriduftrii 
amplificaiidam , colcndamqj.Sic Homcrus non vniuer-» 
fijm bellum Troianum,verum vnam dumtaxat partcn^ 
qu2C ad Achillis iram pertjnet, fic Taflus nunquamfai 
tis laudatus noftra ^tate folam Hierofolymorum cxpi» 
gnationem complexifunt. Atq; in hoc quidem Lucai 
num tefelUtopiaio , Trifsiniqi vcri alioqui eruditifsimi 
Italiam hberatam labefidauit , quod cum a6lione^ io^^ 
tegrascx Ariftotclis pr^fcriptocaoendas lufciperc co^ 
gitaflent,tantae illas magnuudinis clcgeruni, Vc vct 
poecx nihil conandum relinquerctur , vel cr laagitudi^r 
ne ledoris aaimum defatigarent . Perftringit fanc Lu** 
canum Petronius Arbitcr, damnatqi, non quod hilio-' 
riam CKCcrpfcrit,fed fcre qubd nimiam, atqj idcirQo aia-» 
guftiore poeta: induftria traftatam , itcrq; aperic , quo-. 
ad pocmacxhiftoria dcdudum pateat accefl^us j cu.n-» 
enim Homeri , Virgilijqi mentionem feciflet honorifi- 
ccntifllmam , hxc iubijcit. [ Carteri aut aon yidcrunt 
via,quaitur ad carmen,aut vifam calcare timuerunt. 
Ecccbelli Ciuilisingensopus quifquisartigerit,nili plc-. 
flus licteris , fub oncrc labecur. Nonc.nim rcsgcftac ver-. 
fibus coraprehcndendar func, quodlongcnjclius hido^. 
ricifaciunc,fedperambages, lieoruirlque miDiltcria^i 
6c fabulofum lententiirum tormencuni prarcipiiandusi 
cft libcr fpiritus, vt potiii>furentis anirw vacicitiatioap«<> 
parcat, quam rcligiofic oratioais fub teilibus fidcs. ]\ 

Hxc 
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Wxcille. Hrslegibusfcruads opcimacx billorijs poe- 
«latajdcriuarenonmodo non reprchendendum , fed 
iaudandum etiam cxithmauerim , neqi fi ad hanc hbcl- 
Jam Hiftori^ Herodoti partem poeta traclarct , mea-i 
fcntentia ab Ariltotelc pJe^acrctur. Immo vero prx mul- 
«cudmc annalium,coramentariorumq; ea iampridem 
dcdLwai funms , vt Epopaia ahjs in fpatijs decurrerc atq^ 
«xepcerrnequeat omnino , nifi ( cjuod mifcpumcft ) ad 
-prifcas fabulas rcuertaiur . 

-j/Si induabus hifce vchtationibus manus aduer(arij 
«ecfuaquamdederunt , id tcrtiam quidem , prout mihi 
^erftta(um eft,conitantiisimeina€ie ftabunt, eqiie (a- 
crd^Bibhorum hiftoria pocinaffcri neutiquam polTc tue- 
•itcontcndenc, tflmquiiaccuratiusdcfcripta, tum quii 
;in^pi^ni,facrilcgumq-, eft aliquid addcrc, feu demerc 
•IRirrarionibus i druino fpiritu diftatis, illudque ab Ec- 
clefia:facr6fan<5tafapicntifsimc prohibetur . Nuncmu- 
rata raticyert iinea, qme proxime anteceHit, diiputa- 
ii^nispartc, quomodo hiftoria pocfi aptanda forcr, qu^- 
«fiuitfviis 5 in hac, quomodo fcre pocfis accommodanda 
Jiiftdri^ (ir,dcinccps qua;rendum eft. Ego ver6,quicquid 
tii4C4ntobie(ftores, in eam opinioncm facili^ addueorj 
Deum immortalem Pocticam artem , cuius ipfe parcns 
fiiit, vtinitionoftra^dcfenfionis attigimus, huiufmodi 
kude fpoharc noluiflc , qux cx a^aionibus facrarum ori- 
xur foripturarum j facra quippc nulla fine hiftoria com- 
xninifcifascft j namcumomaium illc dUciphnarunx:.» 
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fit origo , fons,omniuin quoq; difciplinanitn : inftru- 
incntiscelcbrari meoquidcm iudicio probat» ncc noo^ 
tanquamdircdlusingeniorum dominus huacanobis 
cenfum cxigit . Hcbrici fanc , apud quod vctuftiflim^ t 
ac diuinitiis acccptx littcrae fiierunt , nuUam aliam pr^- 
tcr parabolas pocfim,quam vcram, hiftoricam,Cin6bini 
agnoucruntjcamq; coofuctudinem pluribus fcculis rcli* 
giofiflimc coluerunt, vt poft c^tcros Mazzonius cft 
audlor . Ex quo fontc fortafse Plato pocfim , quam Ica- 
fticam appcllauvt,in fuam Rempubhcam dcriuauit.Nc- 
quccxcmplarccentiorumdefunt,qui fe in hacpal^ftra.» 
cximiacum laudc excrcuerunt , Fracaftorij , Sanoazariit 
Carmelitx , Leonis Alberti , qui hanc luditham ipfara 
in Tragicum Theatrum inuexit , atqj id genus aliorurxi 
complurium. Porro quod fccus de BibHcis fcripturis 
ab Ecclcfia ftatui vidctur,in tcxtualibus illud transiatic>- 
nibus locum habcre conftansdodorum hominum opi- 
nio crtjinijsenim, ncfacro&ndla Biblicorum volumi- 
num veritas , vt fit abHacreticis,corrumpatur , fidcfquc 
ipforum , &au61:oritas minuatur , a vctcri,vulgata,at4* 
vfu rcccpta conuerfionc rcccdcre nefas cft . Caeterumj 
partcm facrae Hiftoriar quampiam poctico ftylo ornan- 
dam fufciperc quamobrem ab Ecclefia damnari putcnt, 
in mcntcm non vcnit . BcUarminum quidem Cardina- 
lcm religiofifsimum,fapicnti(rimumque,cuius mcmoria 
fcmpcr Hxrcticis formidabilis, dc Pfalmorum praffer 
tim paraphrafibus pocticis ,qu« vulgo circumfcruntur^ 

inccr- 
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interrogatum viri grauiflimi rcfpondiflcpcrhibentno 
cas f\bi vidcii intcrdamnatasa Tridcntma dcmumSy- 
nodocomprehendi;nequcfeais ahj clariflimi homi- 
ncsdevniuerfisfacrishttcrisiudicarunt. Quod fi tcr- 
riam ad Indiccm prohibiiorum librorum regulam pcr- 
lcgamus , nihil profcdlo illuftrius in noftram fcntcntia 
dici pofle comperiemus.Cum cnim dc vcrfionibus (cri- 
pturaram in facris Bibhjs contcntarum a prauis aufto- 
ribuscditis mentionemfccilTct,ita fubdit. [ Librorum 
autcm vetcris Tcltameti verfiones viris tantum doHis , 
& pijs iudicio Epifcopi conccdi potcrunt, modohuiuf- 
modi vcrfionibus tanquam clucidationibus vulgatx 
cditionis ad intclligcndam facram fcripturam, non au- 
tcm tanquam facro textu vtantur .] Etpaulo poft[£x 
Eiblijs Ifidori Clarij Brixiani prologus , & prolcgome- 
na pr^cidantur , cius vero tcxtum ncmo textum vulga- 
tse cditionis eflc exiftimct. ] Qu^bus cx vcrbis fatis li- 
quidocolligi potcft,fi alias vcrfioncsa vuIgata,non ta- 
mcn pro facro tcxtu, conccdcndas , Sacrofanaum Co- 
cil iumdecreuit,e6 minusdamnandaseflc lucubratio- 
ncsillas,qux tcxtumminimeprofitenturj dummodo 
veritati hiftorica: non aduerfcntur. Quar rcs cum fuf- 
pcdior , Inbriciorq; fit, quam cum in Hiftoria profana 
verfamur, fic impenfiorem cautioncm, acriorem^ 
prudcntiam Poetg rcquircrc non dubitauerim , nc a rc- 
ikarationcdeflcdat. lllud vcro in primis curandum 
ccnfco, nc quid noui vctcribus apponatur, quod cx in- 

M m timis 
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timishiftorix (acra* penctralibusno rjtcrutum,& quafi 
( vtcumfchoIaloc]uamur)de potentia matcrix edu- 
£tum , interpetraricj; videamur potiiis , qux Hilloricus 
vcl ftriftim tranfegit , vel omidt, cjuod ad (uum iftitu- 
tum minime pertinerent , quam inuenire. Addo etiam 
quxdam prartermittcre , c|Ux Hi^-oncoc pus erantno- 
bisncutiquam idonca fLnt. Qucd fi denouo finga*- 
tur quidpiam , id fi adbarbaros fpcdet , non ad Hc- 
brxos, maximum in tabula ncdum vitabit artifex : 
omnia tamen (obric , & prudcntcr. In difponenda vc- 
ro re narrandi ordincm intcrucrterc , hidoricum fuge- 
re , pocticum fequi, vt nullum veritati detrimentumLji 
affert , ita poeta- tum libcruin , tum riCcef^arium . At 
ciim mcum non (it prxccpta tradcre , fed caula: adefTc, 
plura cuiufque iudicio rcmitto . Cc^terum quomodo lu- 
ditliam nolham ad hanc libellam dimenfi tiicrimus, 

i)roximis difputationibus demonftrabimus . Nunc cx 
lisomnibusad obie£l:a,obijcicndaq}in contrariam par- 
tem vnicuiquc rcfponfio patet, 

wr • • . • - » : . 
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Iiiditbae Vindicis recen(entur,atque ab 
oppugnationibus vindicantur . 

ViC prarccpta ad pocfim ex hifloria facra dcdu- 
6lam in pr^cedenti qua?ftionc attigimus,quam 

ilia 
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illaa nobis accuratc in luditha Vindiccobferuata fuc- 
rint , deinccpsapcricmus , &: priorerit difputatio dc-* 
additamentiSjlcu Epifodijs, in quibus tantopcrir contcn 
duntaduerratij nos feciffecontra leges . Erat igitiir pri- 
mum,quod monuimus,nein poc(im quid noui inueiic- 
rctur, qnod ex arcano Hiftorix pcnu , & quafi dc po- 
tentia materic depromptum non fcatcrct. Nos vcro 
'illudappofitc in luditlia prxftare ingcnti folertia ftu- 
duimuF.Rellumidfaitjigitur ciim excrcitibus, cum^ 
ducibus, cumarmis, cum vallo, ciimftatiuis, cum 
tcntonjsjcum propugnaculis , fintquibus bclla ad- 
miniftrari ncqueunt. In ijsconuentus habentur, quos 
miliraris prudentia rcquirit ; pr^liainterccdunt ; muU 
ta ad Politicas,multa ad Oeconomicas leges fpedantia, 
multa ad morcs, qur omnia IuliusCa:lar Scaliger in 
tcrtio fu^ Pcetices iibro fumma cum diligctia, &: laude 
pcrfequitur.Prcrtercaquianihil veltcmcrcfir interris , 
quodapuJ Dcumincon(ult6fiat, diuinam prouidcn- 
tiam , opcmque intcrefle bello necefleed:; atque vt bo- 
na fine Numinis dudlu nulla contingunt, sic quo- 
"niam nullamala accidunt, quibus iDfernorum fpiri- 
cuum curia ad noftram pernicicm intcnta (cmpcrto- 
tis viribus opcram non praftet , Dccmonum quoquc 
habcnda ratio videtur-, Idcirco C^icftium,Infernorumq; 
concilia ad caprum noftra imbecillitatis infererc , qu« 
hciufmodi fubfidia,&: machinationcs ob oculos porat, 
coulcntancum r;itioni, atque in primis vtilccrcditunij 

M m X cfl: 
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crcditum e(l,isqjmodus vidctur adhibendus,qui admi- 
rabilior ficmaioremqj exci^et voluptatcm.Ec quoniam 
placandi propterea , conciliandicj, funtSuperi, Scpra:- 
fidiumadaerfus D^monesimploradum,idcirc6 fuppli- 
cationes, sacrificiaqi inllitutasunc . Qux quidem om- 
nia hiftoricus, vt pote ad hiilorix aut neccflitatcm, aut 
fidem minimc pcrtineniia , vel summis labris attingit, 
vel prorsiim prjeceric . Ecce vniuersa harc in luditha 
QoUra. 

DcAnyriorumingentibus copijs ar£le hift. cap. 7. 
[Erantautem pedites bellatorum cetum viginti millia , 
^equites vigintiduo millia , prxcer pr?parationcs vi- 
xorum illorum, quos occupaueraccapciuicas,&addudi 
fuerancde prouincijs.jEgo incercio Poematis libroexer 
cicum luftrOjCacalogumpr^fedorum fcribo,suascuiq; 
gcnti nociones tribuo . De Hcbrjcis sacr^ litccrx in eo- 
dem capicc verba vix duo . [ AfTumcnces filij Israelar- 
ma sua bellicasederunc per loca,qu? angufti icineris cra 
micemdiriguacinccr moncosa, cuftodientesca die , ac 
nodle.] & c. 1 4. [Acceplt vnusquisqj arma sua,6c egrefli 
sunt ia gradi rtrepicu,5c vlulacu.] l psc in j.exeunces rc- 
Ccnseo,&: oniilfos ab hiscoriasccundu verifimile in lu- 
cemprofcro. Eadcm industriaauxilia. ab Hicrosoly- 
mis feruente ipfa hostium internccione supcrucnicntia, 
DuccmqiIonahtam,aquo Alfamon^i pnncipcs prodijf- 
scmcmorantur.ad maiorcm ornatum constituo. At 
Qe hoc quidem finc seu rationciseu occafione^ cu c. 1 
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fic habeatur. [Omnis itaqi regio,omnisqi vrbselcdlam 
iuuentutem armatani mi(jt poll eos , &perfccuti funt 
cosinoregladij. ] Quo magis Hierofolyma regni ca- 
p"at,a cjua etiam antcqu im dc c^de Holophernis audi- 
rctur,auxilia fubmitti laboratibus gquum erat ? Armo- 
rum in beUis necellitasarmorum lonathxdefcribcndo* 
rum occafionem pr^buit^ Tcntonorum vfus aul^a mihi 
cum Helleris hidoria fuppeditauir. De concilijs^ & 
conuentibus pei fpicua reseft : pluribus locis innuit tex- 
tus, quod nosintertiohbroexprcfsetradidimus.Vlti- 
mum pr^hum , fugamq; barbar^ multitudinis, qu? vno 
verborum impetu lacrapagina inuoluit, nos amplilli- 
me,quia rem claudut.Cctera leuia tum lub aductu,tum 
ad fontes a textu ipfo non longc ablunt.Nuntius de fta- 
tu rcrum miflus Hicrofolymam ad Politiam pertinct, 
oportct cnim principes, autfummos magiltratus dc 
vnaqiiaq^rc commonefieri, & ca, in quibus de fumma 
Relpublicx agitur, amplifsima capita no latercjhiftoria 
Vtfuperuacaneumpra:tcrmifit,'qu6dfibi quemq; per- 
fuafurum putauit . Legatio quoque Numidarum tum 
Pohtiam attingit, tiim facrofanct^ narrationi inniti- 
tur, prout in ^.cap. viderecft . [ Tuncmiferunt lega- 
tos fuos vniuerfarum vrbium,acprouinciarumreges,6c 
principes , Syrix fcilicet > Mefopotaraix , & Syriae So- 
bal, & Lybia:,atq; Cilicid?, quivenientesad Holophcr* 
ncmdixerunt . dcfinat inJignatiotuacircanos. ] Ad 
Occonomiam faciunt multa, difpofitio familix,figna-» 

Hc- 
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Flercum in cubiculo ludithiE , veftcs , cultufquc corfK^ 
ris, S>c plura id gcnus,qu(^ partim textus leuiterattingir, 
partim conieclura conlequi pofiTumns . Qnibus cjuidcm 
ingcnij conatibusdum pocfi morem gero , hiftoriae fcrc 
interprctcm ago . Ad mores, lud^orum principes opti- 
mi , plcbs nonnisi exoccafionc mala ; atflagitia tranf- 
lata m barbaros , non adanimoscorrumpendos, fed vc 
patcat , qui extra legcm viuunt , a vitijs temperarc neu^ 
tiquam pofleteavero parciflimc ^atqi ad (imilitudincm 
vcri formata : Cedraftus amans, Hormus magicarum 
artium fabcr , Donlus c ftupro genitus , qu^ ab vlu , & 
natura \ nonniillaetiam ab hillorijs prophanis illorum 
tcmporum mutuata , vtdc Hagua i€gyptio Spadone \ 
qucmobcontumcliam 0(yridi illatam OchoRcgi ma* 
nus iniccifle > qui 1'erlarum res gcftas defcripferunc, li- 
terisconljgnarunt. 

Sunt nonulla tamcn , qua: cauillentur, nequQ pro- 
bent aduerfarij, ac primo loco minimclaudant,quod 
initio rtatim primi libri de Infjrnali furia indu^lum 
cft,qua:ad concitandam multitudincm muliebrcni_» 
formam apprchcndit , filium inopia ciborum in fpe- 
ciem Intertecic , coxitque ; aiunt enim illultrius in 
tcxtu facrocaufas patcre fedicionis , quam vt com- 
mentis opus lic. Acutc quidcm , & religiosc; fcd G 
rite rem cxpenderc velimus, hanC eilc quoquc hi- 
ftorii: interprctationcm potius quamdam , quaTU 
figmcntum compcricmusi ccenim non in (cclenbus 
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dumtaxat, fedinmalis vniufrfis, qujc fiue animum 
ferianc, fiuccorpus , mortalibus nocent invita,qum 
aflidua humani generishoftisadfit opera, in dubium 
vocabit nemo, qui vel lolum hbrum lob lcuicer ac^ 
treftauerit : is.nimirum tum cxpropria mahtia, atcjuc 
odio, tum vt hdlor diuinac iulhtiar, prouidentixque 
affligcndis n.iferrmTc popuhs acerrimam operani_4 
nauare nondefinit. Hiic (pedant bclla, inccndia ,fe- 
diciones, <& plura id genus, qus Regius Pfaltes vno 
verfu e^preirit egregic. [ Mifit in eos iram indinjna^ 
tionis fu? , indignacionem , & iram , & tribulario- 
ncm, immifliones perangelos malos. [ Porro cuni 
clandelhnq D^monum luggcftioncs , -quibus animi 
concitantur, minime appareant , & pcecjK conandum 
fic, vtres antc oculos collocenrur , euidentiie nTiodos 
inucnirc, qui vcro proximiores videancur , poetis libe- 
rum fempcr fuir. Sitim quidem, pcnuriamque vidua- 
lium, qu£ patent in textu fatis validas fiiiire pcrfe^ 
cau(as,quamobrcm Bethuhx (editio oriretur,nonin- 
ficior,atcu.n in ea caijmitate, quartotam turbauit, ac 
penfc pcflumdedic Ciuitatcm , congrcfius Doemo- 
num intcrfucrit , quomodo hic c tencbris cruatur , 
& fialgcat admirabilius , non ieperio , quam fi (c- 
mcfi fihj appareac attrocitas ( cxemplis cnim,&fpe- 
dtaculis plcbccula commouctur ) & malum ciufmo- 
di cxhibcatur, quod ci populololcmnc , & frequcns 
fui c , cum fub|Achabo rege obhdcntibusSamarianxj 
• Syris 
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Syrismatcr filium vrgentcfamcconfumpferit, & fub 
Tito Hicrofolymis apud loftphum matrona nobilis 
Marianomine eadcmex rabiefilium itidem crudclif- 
fimc dcuorauir . Rcs autem a poctis adco religiose noa 
vfiirpari ncmononvidct, vt hiftoricos, aut Philofo- 
phosagerc debeantj non locorum , non tcmporunru» 
rationem habentcontradam admodum ,dummod6 a 
vcrifimili non aberrent . Sic Virgiliusitneam cum Di- 
done c5grcffum mcmorat,cum tamcn cx fupputationc 
Chronologorum in cadem tcmpora noncoierint.Idcm 
>tnec in latio pugnati fadum tribuir, quod longo poft 
lcculorum interuallo Cxfaris fiiine fcribitur , cum par- 
cendum Ciuibus in acic Fharfalica, & vocc , Qc manu 
fignificauit. 

At pius i£ n^as dextram tendcbat inermcm , 
Inquient fbrtade id licerc in rcbus profanis^in (acris nc- 
fas . at rcfpondeo,nc in facris quidcm videri abfurdum, 
ciim non mutatur fpccies rci , aut noua proponitur, fcd 
cadcm dumtaxat intcnditur, atq; ad pcrlpicuitatcm 
amplificatur . Efto igitur fpedrum habitumulicrcula!. 
in filium f^uicntisappofitcinduaum , vt fuggeftio pcr 
huiufmodi illufioncm illuftr ius appareat, qua D^mon 
callidiflunus in cam turbationem resdcduxit. 

Oppugnant fccundo loco Forntudinemdccuelodc-: 
lapfam Abra: formam induificfub famular perfona do- 
minam aggredi , luadere facinus tantar dignitatis, ac 
pondcrisincgant enim honcftum,decorumqi ciTc fupc* 

riorem 
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riorem ab inferiore commoncri • Exemplum in Ange^ 
l4S}iminoresa matbribus iliuminancur, maiores a.mino-. 
rSbus auditu nouum , abfurdumq, . Id omnes Patres^ 
omnes in fchola Theologi proficcntur , cumq; occulcif-^ 
Hmunfi Iudich£con(iIiumf«erir, Abrar vcheroentcr in*v 
dignantur mea opera patiiiflVjidq-, hiftoriae (acrx rc pu- 
gnareconftantcr tucntur. Mihi vcroetiamsieiufmodi 
argumccum prijno afpeilu aliquid magnum minari vi-s 
dcacut , camcn parum negotij facelTK, quippc cuius mu-» 
cro neuticjuim fcriat j non enim,qu^ ad opus ludithatn 
excicac , Abra e(l , fed Forcicudo , quar coelcflis, qux fu- 
pcrior ,ncqucahudeft,quam diuin^ infpiracionis gc* 
nus rci fubicda^ in primis accomodatum, cui per ProYo- 
popoeiampcifbnamadfcribimus^ nam cum, vc fupri 
mcmorauimus , rcrum euidenciam comparare , quamu^ 
maximcneii potelt, pocta dcbeac.ncqiincima: cordiuni 
mociones, atquc animorum impulfus apparcanc,meho- 
rum exemphs conftare facis puco licereipficiufmodi 
cuidencias modos excogitare, quiMaicftati Mumini» 
non repugnent. Atqui vel ipf« facr^ htterar ab hoc gc- 
ncrcnon abhorrenccxplicandarum rcrum, qua: (pcAa- 
ri nequeunc , quod captui noftr^ mentis ^quum cflc vi- 
dcatur. Eccc Ueus in lib. lobcolloquium cum Satana.» 
quamhabucritluculentum. Danicl, Ezcchicl, loan- 
ncs in A pocal. per confcfl"us , perque mandata, & lega- 
tionesmaicftatcm , prouidentiamqi Numinis quifi rc- 
taunt peQnicilJgi^ immo vero Moyfes vecuftjifimu^ 

Nn Ihco- 
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Thcologorum, [Dcuminquitpucniruit fcciire homi-^ 
ntttiy &c tadus dolorc cordis intdnfccusi ] quafi Dco 
corpusadfit, & corporcisaffcaionibuspcnurbctur. Scd 
omnia ad noftram dodrinam fcripta (unt, vt ca confc- 
qo! inrrfligendo pollimus. Qjy^cum ita (int,valdc du- 
^imus opportununri Fortitudincm illius imaginem in- 
ducrc , qu^ ad manum, ad aurcm ludith^ ab omni rcli- 
qua confuctudinc abhorrcnti aflidMC foreti illud quippe 
cft adeovcrifimile, vt intitmqoiqu^ familiaresplura^ 
in dies confilia,caquc optima dominis vcl fapicntia pr^- 
ditis fuggcrant . Pcrtinctctiam ad Dci gloriam in ma- 
gnis rcbus obeundis infirmioribus inftrumcntis vti,quc> 
ipfius potentia eluccat admirabilius . [ Infirma coiin 
mundi clcgit Dcus,vt fortia qu?q; confundat] nequc-> 
forrafsc magnum quidpiam patrauit vnquam , quin vi- 
liflimaminiftcria adhibucrit, immovcro nortnifi pcf 
homincmipfos quoq^ Angelos confcqui gratiam vor 
luit, cum tamcn ab Angelorum dignitatchumana im- 
bccillitas magnopcrcdiftct. Addoquod ad rem propo-. 
fitam plurimumfacere videtur,quid viliusrubo?Moyfi 
tamcn in ignc rubi apparuit Dcusi ncque quifquam ivlm 
facris litttcris, vcl mediocriter vcrfat;us huiufmodi veri- 
tatcm in controucrfiam vocabit. Quod fi dc Abra quoq; 
non dc rc ccclefti , vt diximus , quapftio , cflet , hic dc^ 
ofdinc, qui inter nos cft rationc humanaf focictatis,qu?- 
rcndum non videtur , cum apud Deum , qui non cd 
acceptor pcrfonarum » non fu feruus , ticquc dommos , 
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fcdclcorclincgrati^>atq:animanlm conditione, qusc 
natura libcrar , a materia remot^ , & parcs,folaq, virtute 
difFeruncintcrfe.Qubcircanon illepcrfonas honoruna 
gradibus, aut oenfu metittir yicd fanditatc virarj& gra- 
tia apudfc luxta Matth. 1 8. [Quicumqihumiliauerit fc 
ficutpairuulas iftc>hic maior cft in rcgnocoelQrum.jEK 
quafityVtcum fcrui pictatis ftudioquandoq; dominof 
anteceliant, vtiqjapud Dcum pro fuperioribus habean- 
tur. Supcrior lanc Vitalis Martyr Agricola domino, 
quinonnificonftantiaferui confitmatus tormenta fu- 
ftinuit , fupcrauitque . Nec prxteream Iiumaniora-* j 
namcum dc adhortationc, 6ccon(ilio agatuti qu« de 
fui natura ad (cicntiam , aut moralcm vjrtutcm potiuj 
pcrtincnt , quam ad cam probitatcm > pietatemuej qux 
fincDciopceflcnon pofluatjquamquam Abu coQdi-9 
tionc infcrior foret , cognitione tam cn , prudcntiaque 
iupctior cfllc nih il officit quominus poffet. Ita quotidic 
fub oculos cadunt vilillimi homincs ampliffimis fapien 
liores jue^cxcmpla fcruorum dcfuac , qui hcrilemj 
Ylrtutc animum , dominorum > qni vitiis fcruilcm tur- 
piter gerunt; vt propterca mirarecur apud Aibicrum 
Poli^nus , atq; inter monftra numerarct fc ancillam rc- 
pcri(Tc,quac habcrct matrona! fupcrbiam,& matronam, 
qu^inancillx humilitatem degeneraret. Quamobrcm 
fapientcr Ariftoteleslib.Polit. i.plcrafq^condi(ionc/eN 
uos cflc affirmat , qui natura funt libcri , cofq; virtutc^ 
4C vitijs , fapientia, & impcritia cjcimio iudicio mecitur, 

Nn 1 Imm6 
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Immo vero nc improbis quidem fcicntiam (uam largirl 
rccufac Deus,adc6etiam ncc Prophetiam>c]u^ fandifsi* 
mis habctur in rcbus , atquc vt innoccntia: ceftis maxt- 
ma vencrationc fumraa vuleo eolitur; proiit Balaa- 
mum i Saulem , Caypham , aliofq; huius not^ complu- 
M conlulcre vnicuiq; fas eft. Angelorum alia eft ratio; 
non vnius (pcciei,non mutationi obnoxij, autmoriwles 
funt j qu£ fpecies vnius eft , ea nequaquam ad alterum 
pertinet; (iQguli(ingulam fpeciem condicuunt, fpcciet 
veroapcaeur gratia , nim quosnaturz fuperioris omni- 
potensConditorcfTevoluit, eofdem amphoris etiano 
gratiat luminibus iliu(lrauit:quam quxdionem quidem 
D.Diooyflus, qui ab Areopagocongnomentum tulic, 
in co, quemdeC^lefti, acque Ecclcfiaftica Hierarchia 
commeotarium fcripfit , ac Diuus deinde Thomas p. p, 
^.jo.cuin interprecibus vbcrrimcpersequuntur. Noa 
cgo tamcn ex addudlis Abram fliiflc loditha meliorem, 
prudcntioremuc inferendum ftatuo ratmihi fatis, fu- 
perque eft ad racionem oppofitam refellendam talem 
ciTe poruifte . Porrocum summa contentione Aduerr 
sarij ncgcnt notum fuiflc Abrx cnnfilium^ominx,quo 
innitanturfundamento, haud cquidcm vidco, nequc 
cnim textus quidpiam afTcrt , quod eorum sententiam^ 
tueri poflc videatur. Ego autcm decere sapieocem ma* 
gnopcrc arbitror magni momenti nihil aggrcdi fmcac* 
cefluad Deum mentiumducem, acgereodarum rerum 
prxfidcm , confilioquc pcudentium • Qup magis to rc 
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proponta a verifimilitudine non abhorret luditham fi* 
fidchflimar muhcri fummam confihj commonicaflc-^, 
quarcomes itincris, focia pericuhfuturacflct,cumadi- 
gnitate , prudentiafq; &ma ahcnum forct matronartij 
Dobilcm eximiae pulcbritudinis, a^tatifq; integrac ad bar 
barasnationesfolamprodirc, & mihtarcm hccntianu 
impenfisus cicrc ProptcreaFortitudinem Abra: iorma 
perfonatam feci , vtegregiam ludithar prarberem occa- 
fionem conniij communicandi» ne cauillari poflet qui(^ 
€juam^ quod ancill^t tanci ponderis arcanum committc- 
f ctur ; eamdemq; non famulam,& pediflcquam vulga- 
rcm ioihtui , non quamhbcc foeminam , ft d annis gra« 
uem, ideo longo rcrum vfu cxercitam,idc6 negotijs pa* 
ffcm; fcdnutricem,idc6amantem,ide6in primis fidatn 
atq;intimam.Quarum quidcm rationum vim inPhihp- 
pa Catancfi vihlsimae originis fbemina vidcrc hcct,quae 
Ncapoli antc Aragonios,Auftriacofq,regcsconfihorura 
omnium particcps,nifi mauis arbitram dicere/ummam 
diuregniadminiflirauit Nihilcft igicur,qu6din huiufce 
rnodi accufatione tantopere coira nos laborcnt obicfto- 
rcs,noftrumq;hac in rc confihu tanto ftudio dctcftcntur, 
Tertium , quod obijciunt , ciufdcm fcri notae,ac ge- 
tieris eft , ioquiunt enim inconfulto, ac temere a nobis 
faftum qui fupcrbiam Furiarum maximam in 11. Poc- 
macishbro adMagum mromnis admonendum mi(ii- 
inus,acde ludicbac coDfllioccrtiorcm facicndum>nafp 
cum DGcmoni in animx fubftantiam^atqueadcoad ia- 
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timas cogitationes intcofpicicndas nonparcat aditos, 
acgant moaftrum illud cognitionc rcm confequi,muI- 
to minus rcuclarc potuifTc . Huic obicdioni pcrquani 
facilis rcfponfio vidctur cffc ; ctcnim quicquiddc rc, ac 
vcritatc hiftorica fit,dc qua difputauimus fuo loco,nc^ 
D^moncm ftatuo pcrfpcdcu habuiffc Iudith<j coiihum, 
neq; prodidiffc, fcdconicduraquadam in fufpicionem 
adtum vcritum cflc , nc q'iid maU luditha moUrctur , 
quippccui acumc ad orania percipiendacximium fup- 
pctic , dimqi vircs fux natura^ ad malum flcxcrit > Qoa^ 
amiferit , incrcdibili vcrfutia>atquc vfu rcrum praeditus 
intcnoresquantumuishorainumcogitationcsf^piusat- 
tingititanYctsiinanima: fubftantiam paratum non ha-» 
beacaccciTum,vtapud D.Thomam p.p.q. 57.arc.3.& 4^ 
dc cognitione Angclorum vidcrc eli . idem ChnftunL> 
Doramum Dcumcflcantc mortcm oppidononcogno- 
uitjVthabetur 3.p.q.44.led miracuhs pcrturbatus du- 
bitauit , &: fupplicio cxperimcntum fccic : cumqi Lucaj» 
inquic [cxibant D^monia i multis clamatia,&dicen£ia^ 
quia tu cs filius Dei > & incrcpans non finebit ca loqui 1 
fciebantcnimipfumChriftum.] nonabfolutc nouiflc 
D^raoncs diuinitatcra Domini, iedconicftaireintcrprc 
tandus cft. CJuamobrcra itacomparatuscft D?mon,vt 
aliquomodo ludithar propofituminueftigarcpotucrits 
& faltemconfusc pertingcre,prouc confuse Superbia lo-j 
tutacft,ncq; ad Holophtrnis obtruncandi confiliunrM 
perucnitt Quod fi conftanter vidctur affirmarc accc» 
^ dcrc 
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dcre ludicham ad infcrendum malum » rciantaiduerfa^ 
rij morem eflc fupcrborum fcicntiam fibi reru omnium 
arrogarc, atcj; inccrciffimis in caufis fu« afTertionis au- 
dloritati certitucHnem fummam tribucrc j nccjj a vcrfu- 
riaproculabcll, vtnofTclccfimules, cjuac cognofccrc^ 
concupifcis . Qnod cgere monia cum Chnfto forcaf 
sc frequcntius,cum UlujuDeumappelIarcnt,c]ucm ig^io 
irabanr, vcailicercnt ad iitenduni. .Huic rcfponfioQi 
Addzm altcram Wcuiorcm , fimpliciorcm^, rcaeftjnos 
conftitutionem noftripoematis fecutos fuifle, cx c]ua 
ludirhjcconfiiium ncnadeo in occulto fuit , quominm 
D?moni innotclccre potucrit,cum in primo libro dc ta* 
ta refcrmonem ciim Abra habueritluculentura,quod 
eciam (uo tocoaboppugnatonbus|/indicauimus«u m 
Supcreft Lctharifluminismcntio in quarto cui fuo* 
ccnfcntdelicatiorcsiftiplurimum : nam vbi dc Infcr» 
oalibus, & purgatorijs locis , qux dc fidc , vcrba fiunt 
iluuiumcxhibcrc, quxmcracftfabulaabEchnicis cx« 
cogitata, incongriieos , rcligioniqihaud confcntaocum 
yidetur ratq; adeo capitalc raihi indicunt . Mignam 
vcrb fcioli ifti rehgionis vindiccidifputandicupiditatc 
prxfeferunc , ctim illa rcprchcndunt , qux in probatii^ 
fimisau<5loribus,occpoctisdumtaxat, pafsim lcgun- 
tur. Mitto Dantcm virumgrauiftimum , cumdcmcji 
a rcdia fidc , ac pictatc oon abcrrantem , qui oon moda 
fcbulofis Ethnicorum fluentisfuumrigauit Infernum ^ 
fed qu^cQma: a vcccribus iaucnca na(^ius hiic » c6 aov» 

phf. 
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pliffimccontulic . AtTondili hiftoriam apud DioiuV 
Carthufianurn. Sanaiflimum homincm in Nouiffimo-: 
rum libris quifquisviderit , fanc facilccoUigcrc poccrit»-; 
<juant6 liberius confultiufq, iftiufmodi nomina vfu 
iamdiu rccepta in Pocfim trasfcr^ntur.Scd pcrcunda-» 
ri hbct , quidni de fomno cbijciant idcm, cui pcrfona^. 
ncutiquam ineft , niCcx fabula,& fupcrlhtione prifco^ 
rum tcmporum > Damnant locum , pcrfons parcunc* 
Rcfpondcbnntfortcfomno,quiahquid rcuera cft,pcc 
Prolopopoeiam , vt Rcthores vocant , pcrfonam falua.* 
rchgionc tribui poflc,cum in commentarijs qnoquc fa- 
cris huiufmodi adumbrat? dicendi (oTvnx Dlerxq-, rcpcJ 
riantur. [Omors, cromonlua. Putrcdinidixi, pa-? 
tcr meus c$ tu . ] Sapientia 'pr^ftf rea perfona prxdita » 
& loqucns exhibctur . [ Dominus poflcdit mc in ini- 
tk) viarumfuarum . Sapicntia clamiut] & plura gcnc-j 
riseiufdem , cum tamcn ncq; mortis, ncque putredmis, 
ncque fapientiae ( nifi Verbum diuinum fapicntiamj 
incrcatam ftgctificarc vclimus ) perfonafiti kd Lcthea 
omninonihiicffe nisi mcrum antiquitatis deliramcn- 
tum, & facro operc neutiquim dignum . Ego vcro qua 
ratione fomni perfonamcocedunt cadem lcthcn quoq; 
tueri confido:nam quemadmodum Frofopopociam (a- 
crsc hitersadmiferunr> itamctaphoricas plcrafq; locu- 
tiones nequaquim crubueriir.neq^enim ornatius quidii 

[)iam, cut florcntius hoc in gcncre Dauidis oraculis,Sa- 
amonisCaniicis, Sapicntia , Prouerbijs , nihil affluca- 
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tius fcrmoDibus lob.Ezcchielis, Daniclisq, vaticiniist 
mhil afflucntius loannis Apocaiypfi j in qua pracstc- 
ns cquos , arma , phialas , Ciuitatcs , flumina Propheta 
laniaifsimus, tanquam inThcatro rcpr?fcnuuit/alio-. 
qui figmcnta , nisi myfterijs munircntur . Igitur inLe- 
chc nihil pcccatum , cum in tropicis . atq; allcgoricb 
huiufmodi loquendiformisnulla lerehabeatur verbo- 
rum ratio, fed interioris nots, neq;in tabula veritati lo- 
cusdcfit, prout initio dcfenfionis dcmonftratum eft • 
ctcnim quam obliuionem indicat grica vox a», ca 
notan aoimas poft excc-ium ex hac vita. & mcmoriam 
amittere fenfitiuam pratcritorum Philofophi , Thco- 
logiq; confentiunt , vt in fupplcniento ad D. Thomam 
q.70. art.z di/Teritur luculentcr: Abrahamus etiam 
cum anima djuuis cxtindi apud D. Lucam , tanquam 
cum obiita , iocutus fcnbitur. Amnis proptcrca Lethe 
fingitur , quod niliil amn.businucniri K^itadabiuen 
dum.dciendumqicomparatius. Pono ibmnus quara' 
obhuioncmreriiminuchat.hoc quoque nominc ima- 
ep mortis , ncmincm iatet, vt non immerito prop<».. 
Hucntum obliuionis pofitus fuifli vidcatur 

Qu'd v«oditantaducrfarii,cumcfacrisfp(;slittcris. 
li minus Lethea,at cognatum vtiquc fluuium , & notx 

eiufdemcrumpercdcmonf£rauero?etenim lob, pcncs 
quem Pieiadas. Hyadas , Artunim. & Oriona . E^S^? 
cis vfurpata vocabula repcrimus . giareasetiam Cocy i 
cap.i .. rcccnfct. At Deus bonc, quis in Infcrno Cocy- 
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jasctl^nifipcf fignificationem ,qualu(5him dcfignat* 
Qubd fi Cocytum memorare liect,<]uidni Letlien?Quid 
autcm peccamus , cum ab Ethnicis ca rcpeiimus , cjuas 
ipfi nobiseripuerunt^ 

Eft aliaqQoqueobie6lio,c]ua: pcrcinct ad Fpifi^diav 
cui quiaex didlis rcfponfio fuppctit , eaadcm in nouiffi- 
iDum locum reiccimus, quamquam ci ordinc primu^ 
dcbcretur. Inuccationis vcrfiis >llosmagnopcrc muU 
ftant . 

^ Quandoquidcm tenuem , cum tantum pr^terir seui, 
Rerum ipii nunc multarum vix cernimus vmbram^ 
Et multx fiibnoile latent . 
Etcnim hillorias facraf quidpiam deeflc fi quisaffirmct, 
cxpcrs facrilegij non videtur . Quicfcant vcrb pij viri , 
Jiectcmctc infonicmcondcmnent.Hiflori^, ptout hi- 
ftoriacft, nihildcefle confcntio, proutpoefis, cxerci-. 
tuumcatalogosjconcilia, facrificia, conatus D^mo- 
num , Coelcilium auxilia , &c plcraq; huiufmodi , qu£ 
initio quxftionis rcccnfui , dcfidcrari confentiant ipfi 
Dcceffe cft . Qux quidem cum (mc dctrimento vcritatis 
adornatum , inftitutumq*, poctarum conlcruandun^> 
tempcrantcr fupplcrc minimc dubitaucrimus ,ad has 
quasi hiftorix intcrprctationcs verfus antedidi finc fla- 
gitio mehercule refcruntui: . 
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Nihil perperam deminutum probatur; 
oppofitiones circi difpofitionem ex 
hoc capite pullulantes ob- 
truncantur. 

HAdenus de incrementis quafiuimus,nunc de dc- 
crementis,ac diminutionibus quxrendumeft, 
€>c quia ordinis nacuram contingunc , vna etiam djfpo^ 
(itionem pocmatisconfiderabimus, calumniafq; iilius 
caufa nobis illatas amoliri conabimur.Diximus omiccc-' 
re poetam poflc , quxcunq; ad vfum pocfeos in hiftorit; 
redundant.Haud fecus in ludKha prxllitimus,atq^illatt^ 
dumcaxachillori^parccm faIcepi;iiU(S .decancandaml 
quam poeticis quidem ornamentis , at fine decrimenco 
veritacisamplificare nobis nefas non vidcbatur. Princi- 
pium libri ludich vfqj adcap.7. finen^qiicidcm pr«cer- 
tnifimiis'; ea quippc nihil fadcbant ad caufani no- 
fl:ram> cum facis fueric nobis , qui ludithx adionenxj 
canere propofuiraus , illam cantummodo partem dc*. 
cerpere^ qus ad aliarum faculucum rationcm non 
pcrcinejfec : in qua eciamparcc minuc^ quxdam fi- 
lcntip muoluimus , quorum noftra nihU incererac 
r^rpqqc eo ferc nwdo c^anfcgimus , qup cranfigi 
poetis «X atcc fcribcntibus cpori^rc proximc . ofteflt- 
dimus. 

\ jO Oo 1 Ac 
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At vero infurgunt ,at(ji cx hoc cjpitc abfurdairij 
ynum , atq; altcium difputandi fortafs^ (ludio dcdu* 
cunt,di(pofitionemq; pocmatisiii primis feriunt : in* 
quiunt cnim cx Arillotclis, atqj interpretum prarfcripto 
intcgram a(5ioncm clTc oportcrc , fuum principium^, 
fuum fincm habcrc dcbcre . Bellum autem ab Aflyrijs 
ad Bethuliam geftum in noftro p. cmatecarcrc princi- 
pio . Fgrcgic profcdlo philofophantur, & arguunt; por- 
rdcrrore nefcio quo dccepti j quid |nobis propoficunvj 
fucrit.nonperccpcrunt; non cnim bellum ad Bethu- 
liam gcflumcancndum fumpfimus, fcd , vt proximc 
jnnuimus« ludithar fadum:, cui fatis nobis ci\ fuuno 
principium non dencgadc: quod ab Homcro confiliumt 
ui prarccptionibus Ariftotclicisitcr apcruit, in primis 
idicimus,cumiramiIIcAchillis,non bellum Troia- 
num fcribcre profefliis fucrit, tametsi Troiani bclli fcri- • 
ptorcm cundem appcllct Horatius. Atquibella huiuf- 
modi tiim Homero, tiim mihioccafionera , non mate- 
riam fuppcditarunt.Sed quos fefcllit llias , luditha iti- 
dcm nolirafallerepotuit. Sin autcm principium bcili 
quoqi requiratur, ne ad morcm gerendum molcftisho» 
miaiDUs quidpiam defit , eccc idcm in 3. hb. £pi(odice 
rclatum , ne vnitatcm a£lionis diflblqercmus , quam^ 
fubfingulari perfona illuftri , vt videtur, ordinc, acmi- 
ra varietate rcrum texuimus.ncq; fanc a bonorum vefti- 

i;rjs,cruditorumqi prxceptis abfiiimus io repropofitai 
cgcm cnim fandc Horacius e 

Ordi- 
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Ordinis hxc virtus erit , & Vcuus , aut ego fallor, 
Vtiam nuncdicatiara nuncdcbentia dici 
Pleraq; differat , & prxfcns in tempus omittat . 

Excmplumq; aflfert . 
Nec gcraino bellum Troianum orditur abouo , 
Semper ad euentum fcftinat, & in medias res, 
Non (eciis acnotas , auditorirm rapit,& <ju» 
Defperat tentata nitefccrcpollc , relincjuit; 
Atq;iu mcntitur , fic veris falfa rcmifcct , 
Primo nc medium , mcdio nc difcrcpet imum . 
Si licct indulgere paulifpcr ftudio propulfandcea noftio 
pocmate contumelig , totam (juxfo eiufdcm difpofitio- 
ncm ad hanc Horatij, Homcrio;lucernamcxploremus. 

Nos,ncludithxcoepris caula defit, ab lcduione> 
obfcfli gentis narrationcmordimur . Ecce auditor con- 
tinuo haud miniis follicitus de belliexordio , quam dc 
finc;moxrapitur,pendctq;ambiguus, vt ludittiideli. 
berationem intelligit ; atdum fuccedit nuntij Hierofo- 
lymam dimifsio , atq; in barbaris caftris tumultus ab ex- 
pcaatione fupremi euentus per nouam rcccntium cucn- 
tuum voluptatem longius auehirur, Rursus fecundo 
libroad luditham reuertitur; abit illa,ac hicquoque in- 
furgit animus,aiq;ad exitum propcrat dcddeno} fed 
fufpcnditur conUcntu, altcrcacione,conatibus D^mo- 
ricm , & fufpcnlus dcleftatur ; quod amittere videtur 
adlucrumcll.Tandcmludithain cadris, Holophcr^ 
nc$ forma capitur . quis haud animo deuorct fuccelTum 

iam 
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iamiam praff ntcm ? aulaa vcro cum imaginibus /cu- 
ftodjsq; t. n.gclixutcla mpfas iQijciunt . Adeft tcrtius li- 
t>cr;cum eo magis ad-prillinam redii; auditQr fpera,quo 
prcpinquior vidccur, tum longifsimc a Becliulia, atq; 
abcxifu reiabripitur, vnaquc cum nuntio Hicrofoly- 
inam proteclus concilio intcreft, facrificioquc ,mox 
reccnfct omifla , (entitque optatam iamdiu le prota- 
fim rcperiile ,cura cataftrophen expedtabac . iucunda 
vcro rctardatio , qua'p?r variasoras^ per vniucriunu» 
Afsyriorum exf^pcitum mirantcm manu deducit, qui 
auxiliorum apparatui haud truftia ad(.^fle cundan- 
tcm iubecj qu^arma fatidica,fiituraruraquc rerura^ 
pra:nuntiapbrO<;^Jo$ iponit, ip(umque vna cura fup- 
petijs Bcthuliam rejcrjittii . Quartus libcr itcrum -^ri- 
gitadfpemexipus. Rscditur iacallra ; confumitur ani* 
mus^mpcndcntiumnialorumm^tu^ &araorecucntuSy 
qucm tamen codem tempore fpc npuarura volupta- 
tum, quibus iamdiu aiTuc^uerac, abenedelidcrat : tura 
cum;gau<^V9 rcpcrit^quo qU?:iituni (apto^ierediScrat ; 
legatiad/i^c Numida^ura iRcgi^, laftfuclifsimiiii jUi-i 
de cocnx (plendidioris pcicafio, apparatuscfue : fefti- 
nat animus , & «noratur,-quippc aliud iperatj ncc 
fallitur.Efrceajicc DcfUro Cwlclliuna preces pro iflojrtali- 
bus{biliGi,tudoiAr!gclM5,|dL|nfcros,ad patcumliavbum^ 
ad Lethcni^quium ^ hinc/bmnum ducitinca(lra,hinc 
triumpho pars mateti^e x 4»ni pcradla e(l coena , Hoio- 
phcrnes in IbatisfuiimpOs j Uiduha in cubiculo ^ duni 
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portuir tenet animus , adhuc hxfitat, ancepsq; ccgirar, 
qUomoHofccmina tantiKr» audeat; periculum Hli timer, 
cju^fibi non mctuu; falfus toties, &: faHacia gauitus 
vix gladio, vix vulnericrcdit , 6c fluente {ub oculis 
fanguine nutat fides . Tandcm Impcrator ^btrunca- 
tur. audiror magnitudin* rei attortnus caput abfcif^ 
fum trada:, ncc c]uiefcit . Euad+t luditha, neque^ 
hoclatisidubiiat ille, quid mde (equatur, atque ad 
cjuintum ingcnti ftudio feflinat. Hic vcro qu« ne- 
quacjuam fomhiauerat , pleraquc reperit . Eredti eucn- 
tu virorum animi , & pudorc» cxcitati pra:reptanfi_j 
ab inibclli formina fibi laudem admirantur , xmu- 
lantur. Continuoducum rccenletcatalogum, ciuium 
rruptionem, adhortationcs militares aunbus ebibit, 
caflrcruraopugnationcm, hoftium fugam, arque-> 
in fuga pr^clara multa, fuppctferum aduentum ab 
HicrofoLy mis , viaoriam dcniquecximis Viraginis ab- 
fGlutifsimamintuerur,& plaudit. E'rerum contextu 
huiulmodi videreeft ,quomod6rapiantur,fufpendan- 
turqueanimi .quomod6nccprincipium,ncc finisdc- 
(ir, vnumcjucabaho pendeat, primo nec medium_3, 
niedioncc djfcrepct imum ;& nihil fi-uftra , quomo- 
dohbri quique libi tetminwTi quxrant , & figant , 
quod a. lulio Ccfarc Scaligcno poctis Fpicis tanto- 
pcrc commendafiic. ludith^ fiidum , vt io hillo- 
na>.hic vidcas.,hiftoiiaro mjour.c vidcas , is cnini_. ^ 

atqi 
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atqiita implicitus cft ordo eucntuum , vt qui ignorarci 
hidoriam , illc nihil fortafsc aptius , concinniufqi ad 
legcs poeticas aut excogitari,aut di(poni fbrtalsc potuiC- 
fc fateatur . 

Audiotamenmuldarimihi^propofitioncm ; namj 
cum fulpcnfum haberi dixcrim auditorcm vfq; ad exi- 
tum , mendacij me accufant , quippc qui primo (latim 
in vcftibulocardcm A^Tyrij Ducis propono; quid enim 
prarccrea expcdet, qui fummam rei initio tcnct? Fuc- 
rihs planc obiedio, cui refponderc fuperuacaneum for- 
ta(se f uerit . Tcnet , fed quid aliud hktiro > 

Arma , virumqj cano , Troiae qui primus ab oris 

kaham fato profugus, Lauinaqj venit 

Littora &c. Quid Homcrus ? quid vniuerfa Poe-> 
carumclalfisperegit^Tenet, (cdvmbram potius rci, 
quam rem ipfam jtcoct fincm , mcdiasres non tcnet; 
circamodum Auditoris fufpenfio vcr(atur> exitus auc 
fama, au: hiftoria notus . Atqui cur difsunules , quod 
non latecBautcurprxtermittas quod, quamquam pa« 
lam fit , tamen in propofitionibuseft neccfrarium,fi au- 
ditorisanimusducendus ,captandusqi cft? Equidcm^ 
hoc vno rcprchendcndum mc cflc inteiligo , quod 
huiufmodi ineptiarum rationem habucrim. 

Quod altcrum cx eodem imminutionishiftorisc cri- 
minccontrinos tclumdcpromunt, haud omniDO vi- 
deturneghgenduuijquippequod plurium prarftantium 
virorum had:enus Uceftiuit ingenia ; contendunt enim 

contra 
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contra legcs fadumcumaftio pocmatis Epici quinquc 
dieru (pacio aagullifsimc concludatur : ad Epica maic* 
ftatem percinere, vtfabulatum frequentiacuentuum ji 
tum dmturnitate temporis adco lare pateat,vt iufta,' ma-" 
gnitudinis appellari pofsit ; (\ux quidcm magnitudo dc 
menic Ariftotelisciu{modifit,vtexordium,mcdium,fi-k 
nem haud «grc quifq^ valeat icnere memoria . Hacdc 
re varix a dodis viris icntcotia: feruncur:Mincurnus fpa* 
tiumanni requiric>cumcitrd bunc terminum nullam 
polTc aaioncm contingere ob magna eucnta prxclaram 
putct, idq-,ab Homero,6<: Virgilio mecituri alij longio- 
rcm poftuiant; nonuulli breuiore contcnti funt. CaftcU 
imrusautcmdcftatuit Epicam fabulamco laudabilio- 
rcm haberi debcre, quo adlio infri anguftius dicrum 
curriculum ingentibus fadis ad exitum dcduda fueriri 
Nobis cu eo fcncirc fasfit, cuiusopinio probabiliori vi* 
detur rationi inniti; nam cum tria fint, quibuspoc- 
matisiongitudincfn metiri polltimus, tempus nimi- 
rum ,quo res pcrafta eft , fpatium quo ad audicndum, 
feu lcgendum poema requiritur, & capcus humanx 
mcntis,atquc memorise, cui exaquetur, primum-j 
quidem Ariftoteles omifjt omnino, de rcliquis egit, 
videturqjpoftremum complc6li potius,quam lccudum , 
nccnon luftam illam elle Epici Carminis magnitudi- 
nem , quae ncq;vnicum mcncis obtutum, neq; capcunij 
memoris luperccdefinirc. Quod enim aic illcm tan- 
tamcrclcerc amplicudinem opus Epicumpoj[Ic,quan** 
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u plurrum Tragce^liarum , qu^ fimul exhibcantur, 
flrquct fpcaaculum , vt multis ntgQtium taccfsit ex co , 
quod ncqi plures f odem tcporc f ragoeJi^ audiri pof-: 
lunt j ncq. vna dic continenter plurcs cxhibcri , ita mhilr 
mihi planc afFcrt incommodiinam quod ad clepfydram 
iTctiuniur ipfi, egaadanuTii mcniuram rcfcrcndum 
puto,hanc(]ucadc6gcrmanamillorum vcrborum in- 
tctprctationcm cficccnleo , vt eiulmodi m Epopoeia^ 
quiri debeat magnitudo,quam plurium Tragocdiarunx 
intcrior animi perceptio , non aunum cxirinfcca confc- 
quatur. Quic(juid fit , in hoc minimc laborandum vi- 
detur nobis , quidc primo gcncrc, quod pra:tcrmiiit 
Ariftotelcs , delceptamus , dcq^tem porc quarrimus,qua 
lesadcxitum perducla cll, cuius limucs angulbus lU- 
tucrcmcoquidcmiudicioknptoris laudi amplilsimu. 
rrt aditum rcferarc. Quid cmm ccnfcri potcfl admirabi- 
Uus,quamexiguofpatio rcs maximas comprchendi? 
idnatura , idconluetudoobtinuic , vtqux diHiciliora, 
atqi ab vfu quotidiano rcmptioracontiogunt , ca pluri- 
mi ab ommbus fiant, & miraculo proxima videaatur, 
cuiulmodi (unt ,quac aut lemporis ,aut loci, aut alian 
jrumrcrumanguihoribus fcptis amplitsima contincn- 
jtur . Excmpla in promptu : Tcmpons : cclcricas ptofc- 
do nihil minus,qndm magnitudo rcrum gcftarum Alc-. 
xandri, Cxfansq; immortalitati nomina coniccrauit, 
^uorumaltcr fulmini cft compaKatus., aJtcr [ Vcoi^vi-- 
4l,VKi] adfummam gloriam intnumphomulujii prx-^ 
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tulir.namqnid aJ PompcijmagnituJmf fjit illultrius, 
, ^uam piraticum b.llum toto orSeprolatum ranta c&- 
Uiitatepeflini;, vrpriiiscontcdum, quam fulccptum 
fuifTcvicleretur? frii^ent rcs, fi ccmpore affluant.loci: 
Sphccram ArchimeJis miraca antiquitas tuit , lufitc]; in 
ram eleganti Epigrammatc Claudianus, cjuoJ paruo 
crlobulo, coq^ vitreo i:nmenloscoi-!rambitus comprc*> 
l^enderet.ldcm Cremonecontigitaitatenollrofum pz, 
trum ; Faber enim dcformitatiscontempti(simjp,(cd cui 
natura, & ars certarira ingenium expoliue rant , fphoc- 
tam itidcm a dificauit tanta indudria, &c rolertia,quan- 
ta vix mortalibus hceat.inerant Solis progrcfsiones^Of.. 
tus , Occafus, Lunx incrementa, decrcmcnca^ dcfeclio- 
tics , Stellarum tum errantium , tum hxarum trai^ilio- 
nes , & noJi , anni partes, & quicqui J iii Cocloeft , exi^ 
guo arrecircumlcripcum mira diligcntia,artificioq; rc^ 
ferebatur • Itaut pro miraculo habcretur,quomod6 fub 
tanta oris fiiliginc tam illulfris animi , indallrijq; cla-* 
titaseftulgeret , vtincxplicabilem tot orbium varicca- 
tcnn , ficmotum , totquc allrcrum concurfus, & recur- 
fus , qusBomnia in Cocli ampliiudine,ac maic/latc acu* 
tiores oculi intucri vix poflunt, in pcrbreui pila lumini* 
bus pcragraretur , ac plane diilingucretur . IJ porfcnT 
tuni ab ea Ciuitate Carolo V« dono datum, quafi nibi| 
itiagis , quam Coclum deberctur Imperatori^qui terr» 
ambitum fupcrauerat, auidc , latantcrqiacccptuin cil. 

KliramurJitcm^fi qui^cum ccnui nuluum maou in^* 

li ■ ^ 
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iTicnfum cxercitum profiigauir, fi quis modico penu, Ic- 
uiqifumptulautifsimum cpulum dedit, &: plura id 
gcnus . Adco ardua , & rara (ufpiciuntur, plana , & con* 
lucta contcmnuntur. Quomagismirandum vidcturt 
tantas rcs brcuifsimo quincjidumiaxat dicrum fcrc mo- 
mcnto intra fimilitudinem vcri apiid Bcthuliam gcri 
potuifTc 5 quse iufto pocmati materiam oppido ampfam 
& magmficam fuppeditarunt . 

[ Nihil temere immutatum 

defenditur^ 

QV^unqucin incremeniis,dccrcmcntisqime pcc* 
caflc reprehcndunt, hadlcnus expofita, &reic- 
Cta lunt ; nunc qux a me immutata, neq^ hiftoricjc fidci 
confentientcr narratafuilTe fuperltitiofi ifiicauillanrur, 
fupcrfunt exphcanda , probandumqi a facro tcxtu que- 
madmodum ahcnus minimc fuerim . Obijciuntprirao 
locofitim,nonfamemfeditioni Bcthuhenfium caufam 
fuppeditaflejdcfiti apudOziam populum queftum, dc 
famc nequaquam. Ita ^.cap.Hift. fac. htteris configna- 
tum . Ad hoc rcfpondendum puto , quicquid de Sera- 
rij ,atq;ahorumfententiafit , quifameni inCiuitatc^ 
ncutiquam fuiflc contendunt, luditbac fanc ipfius ad 
T-jk)lophernem verba fecusoftcndunt , illa enim de fa- 
nie loquitur nominatim , neq; mendacij notam.temcrq 
inurcrc fanaifsimx foeminar iuftum^ vidctur , prout ia 
prima quxftionc fatis commodc moftratum eft. Prxtft» 
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xta famcs,fidsc[;ica sut affines;&: correlatiu?,vt fub vno, 
codcmqigencrc comprchcndi^aiqjad vnuaV;Cundem<jv 
icnfum vtrasq;pertincrc ncgandura non fit;altcra quip- 
pccibi^altcrapotus appetcntia cft ; altcra humidi,ac 
cahdi , altera humidi , 6c frigidi ia vno. conucnianr^ 
inrcliquodiictcpant. Famisvocabulum communius 
.Vidciuc, atq; adfjtira quoq; fignificandam latius. pa- 
tcrc ; forufsc quia folidioris,. potiorisqv rci cft appc^ 
tcntUyimmo&viuidioris., cum. calor^ ad.vitampcr^ 
tincat , frigus ad ncccm Voliit tamcn.diutius. famcm. 
xolerari rquara fitim , qua: atrocior, vchcmcniiorqi ao 
citius iotcrimit j cum.calor vircs habcat aduofioresad 
cuolaodum i & lanc. fitirc dicimur , cum impotcnicr 
aliquiddcfidframu5..1ta Medici,prout rcfcrt vt plu- 
rimum FlaminiusLicctusineo,qucm de illis , qui diii 
viuunt finc cibo,commcatarium.diclauit i quamquam 
& dc hoc pofTet fortafsQ difputari;noui cnim cgo Roma^ 
yirum princip6Qratorcm olim Gallorum.Rcgis , cui in 
intcftinisacccpco vulncrcpotu intcrdidlu perpctuofui^, 
Ynadumtaxatinaanu dic ftata tcporcfcmcl liccbat- 
Igiturfinepotu viucbatille,, finecibo nequaquam;nifi» 
fortc diccre vclimus humidioribus adfueuiflc,a falfis,6c 
calidioribus fitim cicntibuscpuliaabftmuiflc . Vt vt fit> 
autaltcram vfutparc pro altera ,autperSyncchdochc» 
fpecicm progencrc collocare, aut vna pro vtraq; diccrc 
no videtur abfuidu. Maroquidcm fapictifsimus.Pocta^ 
ru famcin vcftibuloinfcrircgniintcr mala numcrauifri 
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ijctni prxtcrijt.acnon ncmalum (Ttis? &qnidcm atro^ 
^ilsimum , &:qualc niipcr commemorauimusi (cd vir 
fummus vcramquc fub vno vocabulo comprchend^re-^ 
volmilc pucandus cft, Pono cxpoftulationum popiiU 
cum magillratibus , fcrmonisq; ludiihx apud Holo- 
phcrncm non cadcm cft ratio: ludichacumhoftecollo- 
qucns., cum quamcunquc vcUct hucfamcm , noc^irim 
vfurparcpoilct,communiarcmclegit, camq; calami— 
tofum Ciuicatis ftraium qiiae apcrrius doccrct \ fitim fi- 
lcotio inuoluit , quia ion^isc neccftarium non cxiftima* 
uitrcm cxpnmerc notam homini ,qui fontium vfumj 
obfelhsadcnicrat. Populus, cum apud fuofmct Duces 
iamcntarctiir, eamcaufam attulit, qua atrcciusconfli- 
Aabacur , cuiq, minor fpes medclcc^ plara cnim ad toU 
lcndjm famem inJudna dcmonftrat, ad ficim cxhau- 
ftis putcis , ablatis fontibus hihil fuperent \ ambo filuc- 
tput alccram, non negarunt. Patet icaque nuUam a no- 
bisvcritati,&(acrotcxtuiiniuriam illatam, ■ 

Infimulant (ccundoloco roc fadi tcmpus prccu-rtif- 
fe , fucccnfcntq; cxhoc capitc vchcmcnccri planumu 
cnim efle aiunc in Hiftoria: Nabuchdonolori , noa 
Ochi tcmponbus luditharvidloriam contii^iflc , Dctur 
rcligio/is homiaibus , quoi forcailc immodice concu- 
pilcunt,(cd mihi quoq^ oblccro.non negctur inter muU 
npliccsopinioncspoccr, cui vcniimilelaciscftjin pocc- 
ftatc pofitumcfle compL-di quamcunque vclit. Dcj> 
^uiuimcdi quidcm propogcioneambigit nemo^ id in 

rebus 



rxarhi. n^^**!^ f^ciD, MuUus efl in hoc Maib 
Zonius. rxti^phM^tpociarupn p^gina refcnarftint; Ffs^ 
aucem hacdere plurcs fctiptorum fcntenti::s cxplora- 
tum, perfjiicuumcft. Melchicr Canus 1. ii.dclqcis 
Thcol.c.(^. &:Car:on. in Monarch. x. antc captiuica-* 
tcmBabylonicamfoiflc tradunt, tcmpus ad amufsjox? 
pondcfiniunt.Gcnebrardushb.chronoI. i. in ScdccijD 
Regis tempora; IoanncsBcntius,6c Ziglerusin lofiii? 
BellarminusCardinalis virdodlifsimus, &pijlsimusia 
Manaifit Regniim contulcrtfnt . Poft captiuitatcip ad 
Nabuchdonoforcm magtium rcuocat Zonaras.^^ufdU 
biusvcro, Beda, Rabanus»GlycaS', Otho Phryfingen- 
fis , Lyranus , Hugo Cardinalis , Carthufianus, Driedo,, 
^ plcric]ac ali; ad Cambyicmj.D. Auguftmus hh; i »4 
drCiuitbtcDeic.2(fl iti mcdiurtl tempUsa Cyfdad 
Dariffmcohijdt.Suidas , UiltdsAfricanus, Ribcra ad 
Xcrfis , Mcrcator ad Oari) Hyftafpis hlij , i.ulpitios Sc^ 
ucrusad Artaxcrlisochi rcmjtora. tronsferre conancar: 
Videant planc obieaores^uot fcntentf?,(]uamquc intcr 
frtiiucrfa-mihi adirumaperuerint , vt eciamsi Bcllar-. 
minij opinio ijieliorSerario vidcatur, probetq;rationi-* 
bus , & multis, dc minimc contcmncndis, nihilominus 
mihi intcgrum fueric Sulpitium fcftari .Feci vcro noa 
vnaex caufa , nam & pace tantorum virorum. poft rcA 
ditum a captiuitatc BAbylohici in lud^am contigifle 
huiufnfKkJividloriam cen(co,ncqiab ipfaf^cri tcxiujiri 
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quintocapite lcclione rcccdodifertis verbis idem oppii 
do dcmonrtrantc ; & cum Vagao , fiuc Baguas Spada 
Ochum Regcm iugulaucrit, Vagaonis in libro ludith: 
incidat mcntio,Ycro fimilc in primis videtur eundcm-j. 
Baguamfuifre,<juiHolopherncm Bethuliam vfqi fccu- 
tus cft,& qui Ochum intcremir, in antiquioribus quip* 
pcfucccGibusacommuttionevocabuIi ad communio- 
ncm rerum geftarumfacilistranfitus;cumqiplures Hcr- 
culcs fucrint viri forcifsimi,ad vnum tamco infigaia fa«* 
cinorarcferuntur. Baguam v^fo nollrumeundem fuif- 
{c,quiOchumdemediofuftulit,non minimum no-» 
llro pocmaii ornamentum aifert j vt in quinto libro vi* 
dcrelicct».AdoHcllerisqUoqiHitloriamin«crtcxcndam' 
pofteriorcmtempore luditham ftatuere opporcuni&ij- 
mum iudicauimus. Qoodq; acrius Vrgcrc videbatur 
in.dQCorum Regi exillimauimu? Kcmpublita dcfcrero 
eanto in periculo conftitutam, qucmadmodum fatcn- 
dum crat, (i bellum huiufmodi (ubManalTc ncceflario. 
flatuendum fuiftet,Quodin vocabulis ^Jabuchdono-t 
fofiRcgis, Affyrijq: Kcgni fundamcntum locint|(i 
tot biftoricis, Patrii)usq;qui ad tidem iacicnda loquun^ 
tur, negotium non facefsiuit^nihileft, quod Pocta:fa- 
ceirat,quifidemhiftoricamnon rcquirit. etenim Na- 
buchodonoforus apud Ghalda?os , Xci fes , Artaxcrfcs i 
Aflufrusapud Pcr-fiSjPharao, Ptolcm<eusq;apud Acgjrr 
ptios, Cafarapud Romanos wgnomcnta fcrmc Ke* 
gum(unt,qux vti cx communionc R.egnorui;n cocn4 

muni- 



V I N D 1 C A T A. 305 

niunicari rcgibus facilcpotucrunc, icafaciliusijs, inccr 
quos cx morumiimilicudinc conucnicbar . Ex quo fit , 
vc Ochus Nabuchdono(bro,Cjui magni nomcn (ortifus 
cft, pnrter Rcgni titulum, fuprrbia, immanitatc,impo- 
tcntia ncquaquam difsimilis , fic apiid eas gcntcs Na- 
buchdonoforus appellari potuerit, quemadmodum_» 
apud nos quifquis princcps crudclicatepnTemincc , Nc* 
ronis nominc nocatur. Nihil autem officit (acra-» 
pagina,quae de Afiyrijs vnis verba facit, ciim &plu- 
rium Regnorum Reges in quacunquc ppouincia li- 
bucritjfcdem confl:icuanc,&: fieri potuerit, vcOclius Af- 
fyriiE prspoficusa pacrc primtim, Medorum deindc Rc- 
gem Arphaxadum,fcu Regni pocius inuaforcm debella- 
uerit i immo verb fub vnius nacionis noraenclacura car- 
tcras quoqjeidem Principi fubdicas comprchcnderc^ 
ncqiabfurdum , ncq; inufitatum videtur. 

Exhis ad tertiam quandam obiectionem facilis re- 
fpofio patct; cft autem tcrtia obieftio , ciim hiftoria de 
Aflyrijsdumtaxatfermonem habcac , contra vericacem 
a-mc fuifTe faditattim, qui holtcs modo AGynosy modo 
Pcrlas, modo Chaldaros , modo Medos promifcue ap- 
pcllaucrira, Ac profedto fi Afsucro Ocho rcrum potien- 
tc id bellum fuit, Affyrios, Pcrfas, Medos, Chaldseos^Sc 
complurcs pr^tcrea nationcs eidem obtempcrafle non.» 
cft dubitandum . Aflfuerus certc Longimanus Ochi pa- 
tei',dc quoinlibro Hcftcr,centum viginti feptcm pro- 
uincijs imperaflTc perhibetur . Quamobrem autcm de^ 



jod I V D I T H A 

Aflyrijs tanriim in facro ccxtu,decxteris nulla C\z mcn- 
tio,illud quidcm vcl ad proximc allatas rationcs» vcl ad 
ftribentis charaftcrcm rcfcrcndum vidctur . Cajterum 
tantum exercitum ex varijs nationibjs conflari aut 
omnino nccclTc fuit , aut maximam faltero veri imagi- 
nem prxfcfert.atqi ad Rcthorum ornatum dicendi gc- 
nus in primis pertinet partcm pro toto quandoc[> vfur- 
parc. Idem Homerus,VirgiIiusq,faditarunr,cum Gvx- 
corum ad llium delcClus nunc Argiuos,nuc Mirmido- 
nas,nunc Achiuos,nunc Delopes appcliarunt,qui liaud 
fecus fub VBO Agamcmnonc,atq;hi lub vno Holopher- 
ne promifcuo agminc militarunt . 

Prolingua,&ftylo peroratur. 

EXpcditis rebus,ad verba,linguam,ftyluroq,tranfea- 
musjnam in hisquoqinonnulli reperiut,quodrc- 
prehendat,quippc qui matcrno,vulgariq-,idiomatc ma- 
lint^quamlatinomcfcripfilfe; pluresq; huiufcc reipro- 
bationes afFerunt, tum quia vt noflratis lingux vlus c6- 
munior, ita opus d pluribus cxcipcrctur,lcgcrcturq;tum 
quia xquius videtur locuplctare monumcntis iinguam 
noftram,quamalienam . ltaHcbra:i,Gra:ci,Latini pro- 
priam quiqicxcolucrunt . Addunt laiinc fcripta rcccn- 
tiorum vulgo cxplodi, tanquam exaudorata, atquc ad 
maiellatem, &cultum vcterum minimcpertingentia-» 
qnacqi tandcm pa:dagogiam vtiqifapiant.Miicra.vcr6 
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fcribcntium condicio, quos ici oportct comparare (e fc , 
vt nihileflcinpoteftatefua reliquum , 6c dc rebusfin- 
gulis radonem (ibi reddendam puccnt . Nos hrc tamcn 
nihil mouenc,quominus luditham Vmdiccm latine de- 
cantaffc iuuet.Enimuerbquibus ignoti non fumus,ij pa 
lam teftari poflunt,quJE nam ad communcm quoqjin- 
guam nobis inltrumenta (uppetant; (cd ad maicltatem 
rci facrx pcrtinerc rati a latino idiomatc non difccdcre, 
hoc amplcxi fumus,tcclcfia:q;Sacrofancla confuctudi- 
nem, atq; audtoricatem haud improbc fccuti vidcmur. 
Atqui cum Italico fcrmoni ^quc operam dcdcrimus,ne- 
fciotambn^quodufti genio,& voluptatc iti crga lati- 
num affedi (umus,vt nihil fuauius, illullrius, auguftius 
noftrisauribusillabatur:nam,&:gTauicatc in fcrijspcl- 
lct,& tcrrorcm ad arma comparacum habcc,&: propric- 
tatcmad natura tcnet, &: florcs ad ornatum paric,6<: ne- 
quitiam ad nugas fouct, & mollicicm ad amorcs fpirat, 
omnium rcrum compos, omnibusargumctis par, tan- 
taq-,vbcrtate prfdituseft, vtvcl ipfam fcntcnciam fug- 
gcrat,acuceqjdi(Sla(uppcdicctmirum in modum ; nam 
carum rerum,quas in latino admiramur idiomate,qu2B 
non friget Dexis bone in noftru traslata?Nolim alijs lin- 
guisiniuriam facerciatfimihihuiulmodi genij meidu- 
€lum (cqui liccat, latinam cxtcris facilc pra:feram,atqi 
vc Romac imperium omniuminaximii princcps huiu- 
(ce vniucrfitatis Deus terra , mariq^ tum in prophanis, 
lum in facris rcbus largitusdt,haud iecusJingua quoq) 
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tradidiflcj proficebor , qua: reliquarum fere princcps 
cmincrc debeat . Noui ego mc apud quofdam commu»- 
nis linguae alTcrcores acerrimos grauiter ofienderc : pat" 
cant ver6,& pulchram filiam pulclierrimx parenti non 
anteponi haud inuiti patiantur . Quodad primam ra- 
tionem contra nos allatam attincr,quifquis a pluribus , 
quama melioribus legi honorificentius cxiftimat, fuo 
scfu gaudeat. Ego quidem fapicntem lectorem malim ^ 
quam imperitumi fapientcs autem pauci,imperiii oppi- 
do multij neqjcnim vnquam animum induxi meum,vt 
toforibus laborarejatq;humilem famam percauponas , 
&fornices venariopera:preiium putare. Immo vcrocu 
latinoidiomatc vfi fumiis, nobis non immcritbperfua- 
fumeftfcripfiflcnospluribus, quam Hctrufco fecHTc- 
muSjCum latino communius nullum, non Itahx limiti- 
bus , non Europar finibus cohibcatur y fed vniuer(um_» 
pcruagetur rerrarurh Orbem , & cancellis Herculeiscf- 
fradis ad remotifsimas Infulas penctrauerit.Dicant oro 
cenfores ifti , plures fint nec nc , qui Italicc in artlo Ita- 
]i*E finu , auc vix vllibi cxtcrius loquuntur , an vero qui 
latinamlinguam vbiq; terrarum callcnt? Ncq;fanein 
hoc non liceat mihi itidem ambiciolum cfle, qui, vc vc- 
ram honorificcntiam fecutus (um,noneam ,cuixanto- 
pereinhiant ,qui meisillam oculis non intuentur , ita 
oullisfpatijscocrcituseandcm vbercm ,ampIam,nc-> 
Qceani quidcm finibus comprchenlam magnanimo 
auiu quxfiucrim • Ad fccundaro,tcrtiamqi rauoocs af- 
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finitate coniunftas migro ; nccj-,Hcbra:os,Gr:ECOs,Lati- 
iios,fuoquemc]icharadlcrc fcripfifle nego:ilIud faditaf- 
feomncsnonconcedo;nam&Ph)lo Hcbrxus grxcc, 
& Marcus D.uangchfta latinc (cripferc . Ciccro ipfc;,Cae- 
far,Latinoru alij gra^co idiomatc plura di<Safle tradun^ 
tur, quorum fi monumcnta cxtarcnt,nuJla hic nobis fu- 
pcrcflet nccefsitas difputandij ciimqvAthenas pro gym- 
nafio habcreur,ad auftoritatem ,ad clcgantiam atticc 
plcrumqi (cribcrc ,acIoqui.minimc crubcfccbant; non 
enim lingu^ illi,a qua fuam dcriuauerant , cam calum- 
niam importandam ccnfcbant,vtipfam comcmpiui ha- 
bcrcnt'; matrcm fatcbantur, magiftram venerabantur, 
Platoncm omnia Socrati acccpta rcfcrcntem imitaban- 
tur. noftri vcrbcum communcm dicendi formam a Lar 
tinis acccpcrintjLatinos hftidiunr, negIiguntq;non fic 
cgcrc maiorcs noflri, quorum cgrcgijs monumctisom- 
nia lueraruxn domicilia rc^rta func. Qupd Ci antiquitus. 
Latini latinc (cripfcrunt , ali^rum fanc hnguarum ratio 
difpar ; non Graci ,non Hcbrarifermonis ca neccfsitas, 
qu^ Latini;nam cum Ro nanum Impcriu longc, latc^ 
ad rcmotifsimas noti Orbis prouinciasporrigcretur, 
vt latinc fcribcrcnt , Romanamq linguam ditarcnt , re* 
rum ftatuscxigcbat .Qupd quidemetia vfu vcnitapud 
]ios,qui in vnam conucnicntcs Latioam Ecclefiam, la* 
tinumfcrmoncm adco vfurpamus, vt hicomniu Chri- 
ftianorum communis,matcrnusq>habendus fit.Qui ex- 
plodunt^quipxdagogiam fapere latranc^ij profctto aut 
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dcliramcnti rcmcdrjs indigcnt,autp9dagogo;ctcnim iti 
fic, vc plcriqidamncnt, qua: ab fuoptc ingenio remota«» 
funt . Cum auccm negant ad antiquorum maicrtacem , 
purituemqjdiccentioribus perucniri poflc, magnopcrc 
quidcm non aduerfabor . Fracalloriustamcn popularis 
mcus, Sannazarius, Vida, & pleriqiciufdem ordinis cla- 
rillimi viri fatis oftcndunt,quam proxime poflitacccdi; 
quod c6 vidcturadmirabilius, quo non vna cum ladc y 
fcd incredibili cum laborc la$mus nobis lcrmo fupcreft 
hauricndus. 

Tranfeo ad llylum, in quo cum Virgilij puriutcm , 
cindorem,numerum pro viribus imitari lluduerim,au- 
diamqihitc ipfa anonnullis cidcm vitio vctti, tanquam 
aridajCneruiaq>vereorprofedl6,ne magnam cum ijs co- 
tentioncm fuicepeiim. At quicquid fit, malim mihi ad- 
c(lc vitia Virgilij,quam corum virtutes,neq; id temcrc , 
nam (i quod dccorum habetur,quasrrcndum cll , grauif- 
fimopocmati grauifsimuscharaftcraprandus videtur; 
Flo(culi,efFoeminatarumqi(cntcntiarum lenocinia Epi- 
grammati , & Mufarlyricx relinquenda; ncqjcnim dc- 
cct cadcm vcllis virum graucm , qux adolefccnculum , 
Inhac vero VirgilijimitationCjCum nullius iurarc in 
vcrbamag'ftniblcamus,non adeoimmodico rcligio- 
fi fuimus,vt aliorum quoq; poctarum melioris notjcra- 
tioncm non habuerimus; nam & fcntctijsad Lucanu, & 
ornamcntis ad Claudianum pro rc nata propius accedc- 
le conatiIumuSj6cfcculo huncpruritum cxigenti,quar 

tum 
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tum expedircarhitrati fuimus, morcm gefsmius. Csc- 
tcrum dc hxrcfi,c]ua laborant ij , qui Maronem pcnc fa- 
tuxfimplicitatis clamnanf,niliilqiancrunt noui affcrrc 
prartcr narrationcm, nihil vidctur rtatucn dum, cum rcs 
in apcrto Cit ; quod fi diuini pocmatis prarclara lumina 
non pcrfpiciuiir, caecitatcm doleoj& fitantuscfrcm^qui 
mcdicinaiii adliibcre poflem, noa inuiderem,cum vtiqi 
fatisconftct Lucanum, Claudianumqjnon tam ingenij 
du<5tu,quam defpcratione loci aliud itcr inijfle;Quae 
quidcmrcsqucmadmodum primoobtutu Lucanome- 
ruit,vt Virgilio a plcrisqipriEfcrrctur,.ficconfuitiorc dc- 
inde irutina penfiiata priitinam Maroni dignitatcm re- 
ftitui con(cnfit; Lucanus inordinem rcdaftus cflrjncq; 
ij,qui Maroniaducrfantur, Lucani profcdlo cflc mco 
iudicio malint , quam Maroncs . Porro djdionem lati- 
nam,pcrfpicuam,non afFcdlatam nauitcr afFcftauimus. 
Hxc vcro func , qusc pro noftra luditha in medium af- 
ferrcopcrxprctium cxiftimauimus.Si rerum intima pc- 
netraffe , ata; obicaioncs aptc propulfaflfe contigcrit, 
noncft,curaliquisadmirctur, cumncmini notiora finc 
ingcnij monumenta ,guam ipfimctauaori, qui quid 
fcntiat , & vclit , pcrfpcaum habct ; fin fccus, rcm intc- 
gram fanioribus iudicijs vltro rcmirtimus . .^j^ 
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